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Abstract

Na Meo is a language spoken in a cluster of villages encompassing the northern Vietnam
provinces of Lang Son, Cao Bang, and Bac Kan, as well as a single village in Tuyen Quang
province (Nguyen 2007). Its existence as a divergent Hmong-Mien language has been noted by
the Vietnamese government since 1975. However, Na Meo has remained very poorly
documented, and is currently still listed as an unclassified language in Ethnologue (ISO 639-3
code [neo]) due to the lack of published data. The lengthiest published word list to date is that of
Nguyen (2007), which has 67 Na Meo words in non-1PA orthography.

Within Tuyén Quang province, Na Meo is spoken only in the single village of Khuan Hé,
Kim Quan commune, Yén Son district. In February 2014, | had personally collected nearly 400
lexical items from Na Meo of Khuan Hé. This Na Meo variety was previously undocumented,
and the commune location is known only from Nguyen (2007). This variety is very similar to,
and likely mutually intelligible with, the Na Meo data in Jerold Edmondson (n.d.). Edmondson
(n.d.), a handwritten manuscript of about 500 lexical items of Na Meo, was the result of a field
expedition in Cao Bang province during the late 1990’s, and the data in there has remained
unpublished to date.

Following suggestions from Edmondson (p.c.) and Nguyen (2007) that Na Meo may
likely be a Qiandong Miao (Central Miao) language belonging to the Hmongic branch of
Hmong-Mien, I will support these claims by demonstrating lexical isoglosses and phonological
features that are shared exclusively among Na Meo and Qiandong Miao languages, but not in
other branches of Hmongic. Since Qiandong Miao includes diverse lects spoken mainly in
Guizhou but also in neighboring Hunan and Guangxi provinces, | will then further compare
Tuyen Quang and Cao Bang Na Meo with the Qiandong Miao dialects covered in Li (2000) and
Chen (2013) to determine where in China the Na Meo speakers’ ancestors had most likely
migrated from. Comparison shows that Na Meo is most similar to Southern Qiandong Miao
dialects spoken in Guangxi province, a result of one of the many migrations that had brought
various ethnic groups from southern China to northern Vietnam during the turbulent Qing
Dynasty period.

Languages and 1SO 639-3 codes

N&-Meo [ISO 639-3: neo]

Southern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hms]
Eastern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hmq]
Northern Qiandong Miao [ISO 639-3: hea]
Western Qiandong Miao [no 1SO 639-3]

Names (Na Meo)
e Ethnologue / ISO name: Na-Meo
e Vietnamese name: Na Miéu



Names (Qiandong Miao)

Ethnologue / ISO / Chinese name: Qiandong Miao B ZR & (Qiandong 5 %< = Eastern
Guizhou)

Name (autonym): Hmu, or Mu

Alternative Chinese name: Central Miao Bi&H TS

Name in Ratliff (2010): East Hmongic

East Hmongic (following Martha Ratliff’s terminology), also known as Hmu or as

Qiandong Miao in China, consists of at least 3 or 4 mutually unintelligible languages spoken
primarily in southeastern Guizhou, north-central Guangxi, and southwestern Hunan provinces of
southern China. The Yanghao dialect of Northern Qiandong Miao is the official standard dialect
for the Qiandong Miao macrolanguage (fangyan /5 & in Chinese). Southern Qiandong Miao
(1ISO-639-3: [hms]) is covered in Chen Qiguang (2013), Li Yunbing (2000), and Guangxi (2008).

Languages: Locations and sources

Language Datapoint Source Lat./Long.
Na Meo Tuyén‘Quang Hsiu (2014) 21.8486731,105.4383658
Na Meo Cao Bang Edmondson 22.4820439,106.4824318
n.d.
Na Meo Lang Son (Ngu;)/en (2007) | 22.3601174,106.2249613
Na Meo - Nguyen (1975) | -
Southern Qiandong | Zhenmin ¥R K& Chen (2013) 25.5894065,109.185151
Southern Qiandong | Guncen & % Guangxi (2008) | 25.5137346,108.929175
Southern Qiandong | Yaogao 78 Chen (2013) 25.5176443,108.778496
Southern Qiandong | Yangpai -HE Li (2000) 26.1808945,107.862497
Southern Qiandong | Datu K+ Li (2000) 25.5466686,108.260913
Eastern Qiandong | Caidiwan £t | Chen (2013) 26.5359365,109.453652
Eastern Qiandong | Xiang'ao &% Li (2000) 26.6739886,109.196649
Western Qiandong | Heba il Chen (2013) 26.4342625,107.681984
Western Qiandong | Baixing [ % Li (2000) 26.4342625,107.681984
Northern Qiandong | Yanghao 3% & Chen (2013) 26.688723,108.401234
Northern Qiandong | Yanghao 3% & Li (2000) 26.688723,108.401234

Full location (datapoint) names:

e Khuén Hé, Kim Quan commune, Yén Son district, Tuyén Quang province, Vietnam

e Cao Bing province, Vietnam

e Khudi Giao village, Cao Minh Commune, Trang Binh District, Lang Son Province,

Vietnam

e Zhenmin #% &, Gongdong Township #£ii £, Rongshui County, ffi7K-£, Guangxi, China

e Guncen J& 4 #%, Dongtou ik £ Rongshui County ffi/K B, Guangxi, China
e Yaogao F& %, Rongshui County fifi/K B, Guangxi, China




e Yangpai “EHER, Yangwu Township, Danzhai County #}%&E., Guizhou, China

e Datu K+#¥, Jiugian Township JLiE £, Libo County 74+, Guizhou, China

e Caidiwan 3%, Jingzhou County ¥% M| &, Hunan, China

e Xiang'ao 7%, Sanjiang County —VT.Z, Jinping Counrt %7 5 £, Guizhou, China

e Heba ii[3l %, Majiang County #k{T. £, Guizhou, China

e Baixing F K], Heba 731 £, Majiang County kYT £, Guizhou, China

e Yanghao 7#75 %€, Guading Town F T4, Kaili City #l B 117, Guizhou 5t /M4, China
e Yanghao 7#75 %€, Guading Town £ T4, Kaili City #l 21117, Guizhou 5t /M4, China

Notes from Chen (2013)
e Northern Qiandong Miao: mhu33, or ga33 nou23 (autonym); Black Miao & ffj
o Chen’s field notes from 1952-1953
Eastern Qiandong Miao: mu24 (autonym); Flowery Miao {£ 11 or Upright Miao IE ¥
o Informant: Pan Shichun %1t #& (1956), 31 at the time
Southern Qiandong Miao: t031 mul3 (autonym); White Miao [
o Informant: Wei Guiming =311 (1985), 41 at the time
Western Qiandong Miao: ?eu33 zu2l (autonym)
o Informant Yang Xunyao #5158 (1983), 64 at the time

Notes on other sources
e Nguyén Anh Ngoc (1975): 18 words in Vietnamese orthography
e Nguyen (2007): 67 words in non-standard orthography. Data from Khuéi Giao village,
Cao Minh Commune, Trang Dinh District, Lang Son Province, Vietnam.
e Guangxi (2008): about 4,000 lexical items. Guangxi (2008:793) lists the informant’s
name as He Xinlin 2% 2 #k.

Qiandong Miao classification by Wu Zhengbiao (2009) — 7 dialects
e Eastern (Sanjiang, Jinping County)
Northern (Yanghao)
Northeastern (Sansui County; Jianhe County)
Western (aka Raojia)
Southern (Yangpai)
Southeastern 1 (Datu)
Southeastern 2 (Zhenmin); Guncen and Na Meo are not addressed by Wu (2009) but
would fit in here.

Na Meo locations in Vietnam (Nguyen 2007:31): (1) Lang Son / Cao Bang / Bic Kan junction
region (over 1,000 speakers); (2) the single village of Khuéan Hé in Tuyén Quang (200-300
speakers)

e Cao Minh & Khanh Long communes, Trang Dinh District, Lang Son Province

e Thly Hing Commune, Thach An District, Cao Bang Province

e Vil Loan Commune, Na Ri District, Bac Kan Province

e Khuén H¢, Kim Quan Commune, Yén Son District, Tuyén Quang Province
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Figure 1: Migration of Na Meo based on linguistic evidence. Na Meo is most similar to the
Zhenmin dialect of Southern Qiandong Miao, which is it easternmost dialect.
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Figure 2: Locations of Qiandong Miao datapoints. Red = Southern Qiandong Miao; Green =
Western Qiandong Miao (Raojia of Heba Township); Purple = Northern Qiandong Miao (Hmu
of Yanghao); Blue = Eastern Qiandong Miao

Na Meo of Tuyen Quang (Hsiu 2014)

e Location: Khuan Hé, Kim Quan commune, Tuyén Quang province, Viét Nam
e 80 households in the village, all Na Meo

e Autonym: na*>mjau**ta® = na>> ‘human being’; mjau ‘Miao’; fa>* ‘black’

e Informant: Sdm Thi Niém (female; born 1972)

e Date of data collection: January 28, 2014

e WAV audio recordings made of approximately 300 lexical items (available upon request)

Kim Quan commune is highly ethnically diverse and has Flowery Hmong, White Hmong,
Nung, Dao, and Black Hmong (“Na Meo”) residents. Flowery Hmong and White are mutually
intelligible dialects belonging to the Chuangiandian subgroup of West Hmongic, while Nung
(also called “Tay Nung”) is Central Tai, corresponding to “Zhuang” in southern Guangxi and
southern Yunnan. The local Dao (Yao), also known as the “Dao Koc Mun”, speak a Mienic
language.

The Na Meo are known locally by other ethnic groups as the “Mong Pen”, or “Black
Hmong”. In Tuyén Quang province, it is spoken only in the single village of Khuan Hé, Kim
Quan commune, Yén Son district, which is nearly 50 kilometers to the east of Tuyén Quang city.

My informant Sam Thi Niém, a 41-year-old woman born in Khuan Hé, was multilingual
in Na Meo, “Tay Nung” (Central Tai), and Vietnamese.
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The locals are aware of the existence of other Na Meo speakers in Cao Minh commune,
Lang Son province, and report that Na Meo of Cao Minh is mutually intelligible with Na Meo of
Khuén H¢. Nguyen (2007) does not mention the village name of Khuan Hg; this village was
tracked down by me during a visit to Kim Quan commune in January 2014.

The only other Na Meo data that | am aware of are Jerold Edmondson (n.d.), Nguyén
Vin Thang (2007), and Nguyén Anh Ngoc (1975). Jerold Edmondson had done some field work
on Na Meo in Vietnam, but his work remains unpublished. Nguyen (2007), an ethnography book,
includes an appendix of 67 Na Meo words written in a non-IPA orthography.

Interestingly, Dong (Kam), a Kra-Dai language belonging to the Kam-Sui branch, is
spoken in Bong Mac village in Trung Son commune, which is located just to the north of Kim
Quan commune. Edmondson & Gregerson (2001) report that Kam is spoken by only several
individuals in Bong Mac. Small pockets of Sui speakers are also found in Yén Son District,
Tuyén Quang Province (Edmondson & Gregerson 2001). The Dong, Sui, and Na Meo had all
migrated to Yén Son from southeastern Guizhou during the 1800’s.

Na Meo innovations shared with specific Southern Qiandong Miao dialects

Na Meo shares many phonological and lexical innovations with the Zhenmin and Guncen
Southern Qiandong Miao dialects of NE Rongshui County, Guangxi rather than with Yaogao
(NW Rongshui County, Guangxi), Datu (southern Guizhou), or Yangpai (central Guizhou).
Zhenmin and Guncen are the SE-most dialects of Southern Qiandong Miao.

Gloss | Na Meo Na Meo (Cao | Zhenmin | Guncen | Yaogao | Datu Yangpai
(Tuyen Q.) | Bang)
eye teei”ma™> | ts€i**ma*? ma*'/4 | tsei3ma6 | nju’mo** | mu*'/4 | mi**/4
tooth man?*? mdn*>? man*>/3 | tsoi3ma6 | kwe** mei**/3 | mei*/3
sun thau®’na®? | la*>na™® na*/1 lalnal no"’ non**/1 | ne*/1
star ta’>>qa’’ ta**qa’’ qa*/1 talqal to’'qo" | qen?**/1 | qe*/1
field tean>’ljan> | ljap>° ljan>/2 | - ljan®' 1i*%/2 lei®/2
good vu?’ vu?’ vu*/5 vus yu*t yai**/5 | yu?'/5
full pa® pa*3(¢ia*?u??) | pa®’/3 pa3 po>’ pen®*/3 | pi*/3
short la* la* 1a*/3 la3 lo>’ len*/2 | 1e*/3

My tentative reconstructions for the common ancestor of Na Meo, Zhenmin, and Guncen
are given below. Proto-Hmong-Mien and Proto-Hmongic reconstructions are from Ratliff (2010).
Note the sound change Proto-Hmong-Mien *-en > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-Guncen *-a, in
which the final velar nasal is lost. This is not universal to all Southern Qiandong Miao dialects,
as Datu preserves the final velar nasal.




e ‘eye’: *ma® ~ *tsei-ma® (< P-Hmong-Mien *muejH)
e ‘tooth’: *map® (< P-Hmong-Mien *hmjinX)

e ‘sun’: *na” ~ *|-na” (< P-Hmongic *hnen”)

‘star’: *ga’” ~ *t-ga” (< P-Hmongic *qen™)

‘field’: *ljan”™ (< P-Hmong-Mien *ljin)

‘good’: *vu® (< P-Hmong-Mien *-2ronH)

‘full’: *pa® (< P-Hmong-Mien *puenX)

‘short’: *1a® (< P-Hmong-Mien*?len®)

Unique Na Meo innovations

Na Meo has some lexical items that are not found in any Southern Qiandong Miao dialect.

Gloss | Na Meo Na Meo Zhenmin | Guncen Yaogao Datu Yangpai
(Tuyen Q.) | (Cao Bang)
nose | top>nui*® | on**poi*® | nza??/6 q"an3nuo6 | tjam*'no?? | nzau'?/6 | nzu**/6
leg 10> 0% pa’?/1 pel pe'?; pei*/1 pe*?/1
njo2*!
high | q"ap™ k"ap*? xe*/5 xiel, xa'? xe*/5 xe*'/5
xian1
stone | gai’’ ge> ye>?/5 yil yei'? ye*/1 yi**/1

Note the correspondence of Tuyen Quang falling tone /53/ to Cao Bang level tone /33/.
Proto-Na Meo reconstructions are as follows.

‘nose’: *t-ljuic
‘leg’: *1o™
‘high’: *khaljc
‘stone’: "‘geC

The position of Qiandong Miao within Hmong-Mien

e Preliminary computational phylogenetic results

e Data is from Chen Qiguang (2013); Mo Piu (a Hmongic language of Van Ban district,
Lao Cai province, Vietnam) is from my field notes

e About 65 lexical items

e Results suggest that there has been contact with Hmongic languages of western Hunan
province, namely Xiangxi Miao (Qo Xiong) and Pa Hng.
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Figure 3: NeighborNet of Hmong-Mien languages using SplitsTree 4.
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Conclusion

e Na Meo is a Southern Qiandong dialect (ISO 639-3: hms) most closely related to the
Zhenmin and Guncen topolects (Southeastern 2 dialect in Wu (2009)).

e One of the defining sound changes: Proto-Hmong-Mien *-ery > Proto-Na Meo-Zhenmin-
Guncen *-a

e The ancestors of the Na Meo would have migrated from northern Guangxi to northern
Vietnam during the 1800’s due to widespread civil unrest in China.

e Na Meo is spoken by perhaps over 1,000 people in the area where Lang Son, Cao Bang,
and Bac Kan provinces intersect in NE Vietnam, as well as in one isolated village in
Tuyen Quang province. The Tuyen Quang dialect is the same language as the Na Meo
spoken in the other three provinces.
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Appendix: Comparative data for Na Meo and Qiandong Miao dialects

Na Meo

(Tuyen Na Meo (Cao
Gloss Quang) Bang) Zhenmin Guncen Yaogao Datu Yangpai Baixing
eye _ pju’mo*®  mu?'/4  mi*’/4 qa**mi* i'*me?? mei*/4  pjuPme"
ear q"an*’nai®>  nai*’ nze*/2  q"an3nai2 nei®! nze’’2  nza>/2 i"’me°* mei’®2  qa*ze®’
nose nza®?/6  q"an3nus6 tiam*'no**  nzau'*6 nzu**/6  tjup*njy>® nai’*6  po''mja*? mje*?2  po>ze"?
tooth tsoi3ma6 kwe** mei**/3  mei*/3  mi®’ me**/3  me" me/3  mi®

qa*’pa

leg pa**/1 pel pe'?; njo*!  pei*/1  pe¥/1 qa*’pe** pai**/1  tju**pap®' pe*/1 qa**pa*
heart teei**fo?? noi*? ju*/3 tiu8 pam** {jo*/3 fivu*/3  ¢in*teu®*  Hau?*/3 j pjo'/3  ju’’
blood _ ¢in3 sam™ shan®*/3  ¢e*/3 ¢an’? ¢an®*/3 ¢"an’’
bone hop?33 tsoi®!, son*’ son*3/3  son3 sam> son**/3  son**/3  supg® son?*/3  shup'3 ston'3/3  po3’shon?®
hair
(body) thjo'? {ja**/1 fien® /1 fjo** - pjo** pjo*¥/1 -
three pe*?/1 panl - pe**/1 pa*/1 pe** pei**/1  poi** pue*/1  pi*
four ¥/ faul {a**1 f0*/1 so?* fau*¥/1 ™ "1 {0
five teei’? tsei® tsi®3/1 tsoil, tgiu6  tgi'? tsa?/1 tsa*3/1 tsa?* tsi®3/1 pja* pja*¥/1 tsa*
seven ¢op'! ¢hon*/6  ¢ion6 tsam?? shon'?/6  ¢fon®/6  ¢un’? ¢on>/6  cup® ¢on*?/6  gon'?
ten teu’? teu'? teu”'?/8  teiu teu®* teu’¥/8  teu’/8  teeu'? teu'?/8  teu® t¢o’*/8  teu?!
sun _ no'? nop*/1  ne*/1 q"an*nei** nep*/1  po''nei* nei*/1  ne*
moon thau®’1oi*®  la*?lei** 1i*/5 15i5 fei*t {a*/5 la®'/5 la**1a** 1i*%/5 po''la* 1a*3/5 ha*t
star to*!qo’? gen*/1  qe*/1 qei**qei** - tei**qei* qei*’/s  te*qe®
fog tawr*3?u* ho**/1 hau®¥/1  xau®/1 hau**/1 ha*/1
thunder pou**hau®  u*’tai* ho*/1 haul pu*fu'? pro**1  fuP/1 hou?* hew** hyu**/1  ho*
evening teeu™’ mai*Y/5 ¢"i¥*map**
stone yil yei'? ye?/1 yi*3/1 zei’? yei*?/1 potiyi* yiz4/1 yi*?
fire taud ta?*! tou'#4  thyu?¥/4  to*'? tau'?/4 tu'!
ashes pa?>? eu’ts’3 eu*/3 ¢ ¢a*3/3 cen*/3  ¢o* ¢ou??/3  gaPeho’? ¢33 qa¥¢hu’’
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root (tree)  tcon’> teon>/2  teion2
leaf nou’? nau’3tau’’ nu’?/2

fruit t¢ai”? e’ tsi*3/3
vegetables go*? -

bean to?*! to*'%/8 tous
oil ju'?

field

house teai*? tsai’® tse**/3

name pe*/5

rope la*/5

ghost 1a*/1

money shap™® sen>?/2

iron lou® leu* lu*/5

daughter ~ ta>’phai’’ pa**/7 talzius
we (incl.)  mi*’pai®? mi**pai*? pe**/1

eat, to nou>? n3u>? nu’3/2 nou?
drink, to hou?? ho?*/7 hou?
see, to kPa3®

hear, to tean> nai’> nayg*>/3

steal, to

sleep, to

know, to

stand, to shy33ya™

laugh, to  tjou® to**/1

chopsticks ~ djo*? tu'! tep?%/6

sick, ill tein>tgon™

white

black

yellow qup™ kuan*? fen®3/2

team?!
neu

tei

nan*’kei®
tsau??

pi44k622ﬁ01 3

13

poy
¢ a53
tjeu?>
t_] a22

mep"3

tlal?

35

qe

kwen?!

teon??/2
lai*?/2
tsei*’/3
ya?¥/1
tau3/8
tai?*/2
1i%2/2
tse**/3

BRI pes

{0°%/5
ten?Y/1
san??/2
fau*/5
pra?/1
pe**/1
no?**/2

hou?*/7

BRI povs

nai’*/3
ni'%/6
pau**/5
pa**/1
cu*/3
t0*4/7
tu'?/6
men>?/1
fou*¥/1
fen®¥/1
fan??/2

11

teon>>/2
nau’>/2
tse*/3
yo*/1
tu>?/8
tou>/2
lei>®/2
tsa*/3
pa*'/5
le?'/5
1e*/1
sei>>/2

lau?'/5

pi**/1
nen>>/2
hau*/7
pen>/8
nan*/3
ne?/6
pa?'/5
pon*/1
evu*/3
/7
tru??/6
mo®/1
u*?/l
1e*3/1
fa>%/2

teup?’teu**

neu??

tsen>?

Vi 024

teu'?

zeu??

lje*?

tsei’?

min®?ts)*

1 844

{jan**

ney

heu

mbu?!

nap®

njan>?

pue*tan??

P 024

9033

tjeu?>
t_] 053
tsan>?

S 024

seiz?

fan??

teon*?/2  qa**teun®
no*?/2 ga**neu’teu’?
tsi*?/3 pei'?
yau’¥/1  yo*
pua'’teu’?
tgo*?/2 yo*
lje*?/2 lje*®
pei'?
puei*’/5  njag>’poi*?
{ai*/5 le?

{a33/1

pei*?se®’
10°%/5 leu*
phe?/7
- poi**sewr®?

nu*?/2 nuny’’
ho?*/7 heu'!
nag?*/3  nap"?
nan/6

pue*¥/5s  puzie*
¢ 9uZZ /3 ch ) 13

BGRE o

tau®’/6  tjo*

mu**/1  mug*; pjan*
fau*¥/1 o™
fau*?2  ku&®

teon>>/2
nyu’3/2
pei'?/3
yo*/1
tyu?/8
euy>>/2
ljes5/2
pei'?/3
pue®’/5
1e3/5
fong*/1
sen®>/2
Ixu*?/5
phe??/7
pue**/1
non>/2
hyu??/7
pux>/8

na'3/3

pue?/5
po*/1
¢"0'/3
27
t¢0*%/6
mon>*/1

{o*/1
fog*/1
kwe>3/2

anStGOIJSS

qa33n955

tsen>>

33

YO

to

31

55

Al
1ji®

tse

C}jal:'33

5

35

55 .44

zan " p1
<}ha44

piSSSeiSS

‘1h 944

:33

55

nag

ho>?

33

35

nag

‘11133

‘}833

fan

55




insect kin*3dzu>® kin**nau’>* kan*/1  ke*¥/1
fish - nze?'/4 nze?'/4  nza**/2
bird nu??/6 nai'?/6
chicken ta®! qs qa*/1 qel qa®¥/1 qei*?/1
egg _ ke**/5 ke**/5 ki*'/5
monkey teou*lai*? ta®! 1624 la**/1 talle3 tjeu"’la"? lag**/1
frog _ qen”/3 qan™/3
tail i*>* ta**/3 03 tau**/3  ta*/3
deaf Yjon>/2  ton2 Yon??/2  tjon>/2
good yai**/s  yu?'/5
full pen** /3 pi*/3
thick a* / 1 tei?¥/1 te**/1
thin n,1134 nan’'/4  ne*/4
fon3,
wide qulj33 kuan?? fen®3/3 q"on5lon6 kwen™ fan**/1  fa*/3
narrow na'?/8  pes na** na*>/8 nei*?/8
heavy nzan*>/3 nam> non**/3 -
light
(weight) phai* fe??, phe? fa*?/1 fel fe'? fei**/1 fe**/1
high xe*/5 xiel, xianl ~ xa'? xe*/5 xe*!/5
hide, to ya**/7 yei®/7
near yi5 _ ye*/5 yi2'/5
sour shy3 eu? eu’/1 cu'3 eu’/1 cu3/l
this nop*® no*? na*/3 na*? nau**/3  nan*¥/3
copper _ tu®/2 tai??/2 -

12

24

kan

24

ga

24

qa**tue®

njan?'2

fan??

ne

lei®?

njulj33

fue24
khi24
Za35

zei*t

ceu??

neg*?

kan33/1 k&t

qe¥1 qae™
ki33
le*3/1 le*

tai??/3

55

Yjon*/2  tup

wo>%/5 yu*t
pan?/3 33
t$44

nan®'/4  nje*!
fan??/3 kuz!'?

1]3212/8 1:]953

13

lei

nan®/3  njup'®
fai®3/1 fhaet
xa*3/5 xe*
Yel 1
Yi33
¢0*/1 ¢hu*

nen®’/2  nan'?

to*2/2

anBtuaIS

meiZ*/2

qe**/1
ki**/5
le*/1
q&"/3
tue'3/3
fon>/2
yux/5
pei'?/3
te*/1
ne**/4

kwg!3/3
ne>3/8
lei'®/3

/1
x"e?3/2
yi*/5
cPuv®/1
nan'?/3
ton>>/2

kal:]33

ze!!

na
33

qei
ki**

lei®3

33t835

ga

t902p alJSS

njal]ll

35
1:]i31

1835

njon>

fra®

h:33

chu33

non?*?



Na Meo (Tuyen
Quang) word list

[Preliminary
transcription]

English gloss
one

two
three
four

five

six
seven
eight
nine

ten
above
afternoon
you (sg.)
he

ant

ash
autonym
back
bamboo
banana
basket
bat

bean

bear

Na Meo

teu

053

53

pai

tho”3

teei>?

tm35

ts"aun??, shon®

Zi33

teau>>
teu™
ke*pai®®
tion>>teai*’
toi’?

va>3toi*?
kin**phi®
pa?’3
[na>*Imjau*>ta’’
kua**tu>?
tou*tan*?
teei’tgo
la**luon’

ta®3ko!!

taw>?

ta331835

bed

bee

belly
below

big

bird

bite

bitter
black
Black Hmong
[autonym]
blind
blood
blunt

boat

bone
bowl

brain
breast
breathe
buffalo, water
burn

bury
butterfly
buy

cat

cattle; cow
cave

centipede

la**zwon™

kin*3t¢a®?

tou>?

kue3>tai>3
ljou*?

nou’?

kui®®

33

an

<1,2153

na*’mjau**ta*’

faun™

53

qan
tou**pon®®

tai33n7155

tGi33

pau’
kin*3ku>31u?3

mi33

ta**mjau’’
lj033
khan*

kin**khu?®’

13

chair
charcoal
cheek
chew
chicken
child

chili pepper
chopstick
citrus fruit
clean
close, to
cloud
coin

cold (adj.)
copper
corn
cough, to
cover, to
crossbow
crow (bird)
cry, to
cut, to
dark
daughter
day

deaf

deer

dew

die

1333pu1:]1 1

pe?to®?
man®ma3

tca35

qai53
ta32

xop'!

d_] 033
nu?tgei®’kam>®

tGu33

Sh035

tou3?u3?
1alj53shal:155
san®

taw>?

na*tjou™
khai*3*kho®’

taw ™’

nei*3tai®>

ta®tan

:55

qi
qai35
ta**khai’®

ta>*phai®’

na>?

55

oy
ta¥3sau>>
tawr32u’

ta33



dig
dirty
dog
door
dove
dream
drink water
dry
duck
dust

ear

eat

eat rice
egg
elbow
embers
evening
eye
face
fall
family
far

fat

fear
field
fire
firewood
fish

floor

35

o1
uPtehui®?

{ai®?

33tu55

pu
nou*3kau>’
Hin pu®
hou*3?u>3

35

qan
ta**?au’’
phup*
ghan*’nai>

nou’>’

nou’’na'’

35

qei
youSpai?
[ne'']to>*tghin®®
tjon*>man’s
teei’ ma*

teei’>ma'!

55

pa
ted>3teai’d

:55

qui

map™

ghai®
tean>>ljan>>

t053

t053

n;aiSS

ku?3tm>3

flower
fly (insect)
fog

forest

fox
fragrant
frog

fruit

full

ghost
gold
good
grass
grave
green
grow
gums
hair, body
hair, head
happy
hat

hay

head

hear
heart
heavy
hen

hide

hit

55

pan
kin*lai*
tawr*3?u®’
gnJS Sku3 3
ta¥*fap®®

ta**mon™>

55

qan
tgai>®

55

pa

$m>3

tgom>®

vu®®

n’aljss

pu’Slian®

1,)DauSS

ljou*t¢ai’’
maI]33n,iu55
khtu®?
khtu*3hou®
Vu5 5va3 3
la>*khou?’

l')aal:l33qal:]35

hau®®

t‘;211]33n0aiss

teei*34o>3

n’OIJSS

man>qai®?

35

Y€

tam>?

14

horse
hot
house
human, person
hunt, to
husband
I

insect
intestines
iron

jaw

kill

knee
knife
know
laugh
leaf

left

leg

lie down
light
lightning
light (not heavy)
lip

live, to
liver
long
look, to

louse, body

ta**mi>?

53

gha

teai’?

naSS

mon®’

2033

Va53

kin*3*dzu>®

qe33ViS3

lou®

qa1353qag33

ta35

gouPteu®
2djo*

53

pu
tjou®”

nou>’

teei>3tei™?

10°3

:35

pr

Sh€i33

le*3hau

phai>?

u®nu’s

gou®

nui*’

tai’?

33

gha

than>®



louse, head
male
market
meat
midday
millet
money
monkey
month
moon
morning
mortar
mosquito
mountain
mouth
mud
mushroom
name
narrow
navel
near
neck
needle
new
night
nose

oil

old (cu)

kin**hou®,
hou*3than®®

tei**kou?

Xi35

?135
tJ 01:'53na53
na®noiss

shan™

teou3lai®?

l0i®®
thau?310i*°
2djon*3?dai’’
ma*3teau®
kin**dzu®

YinSS

teai®

:35

pai

33

tou>3to*3

qau

old (gia)
open, to
oven

pig

plant, to
plate
plow
poor
potato
pound
rain
rainbow
rat

red

rice, cooked
rice, grain
rice, plant
rich

right
right side
ripe

road

roof
rooster
root

rope
rotten

sad

salt

1053

35

po
tea
pai
153

tei

la33ﬁ§5

li33

33t353

35

sa35

V333

tam>?

ta>>non>?

ta33g01]55

nap™

tehin®®

1,)5353

Sa33

nai’®

‘18.33

s 33

tjo
teei’*you?

paiSBGin33

55

qai
ton* teai*’
piSSqai331053

tcon™

mon"!

lui>®
tean>?

teei® qa53

15

salty
sand
second (#2)
see

sell

sew
sharp
sheep
shirt
show
shoot
short
shoulder
shrimp
sick
silver

sit

skin
skirt

sky
sleep
small
smoke
snake
sniff, smell
Snow
son

sour

spider

han®

:33.h,:35

:35
yei*’s"ai’”, qai

tGu33353

pu33
ma>?

:35

Y333

ta>31e3
033tai33
hai>3

mu53paIJ33

1a33

ku*3t¢oi’?

kin**ghon**

tein®tgon™
san”’khio*?

nan>tai®

1113 5

tau>3thou??

VaSS

35

pr

1a33zu35

1’1011331')31135

nan>’

ma1335
khai33u1 lpa35
ta>3tgin?

ShuS3

kin**qe*?



stand up
star
steal
stone
storm
strong
stupid
suck
sugarcane
summer (wet season)
sun
sweet
table
tail

tall
termite
that
they
thick
thin

this

sho*3va®s
ta%Sqa®
a55nin®?
goi%?
kho*3tei3®
an*3qou’?

Va33

u35
tou*tan™
mua*3*qha*
thau**na*
gan®

1a33b an 53
tui®
qha1353
kin**qui**

ka33m053

thunder
tick
tongue
tooth

tree
trousers
turtle
unripe
vegetable
village name (Khuan
He)

wall
warm
water

we (excl.)
we (incl.)
weak

wet

what
wheat

when

pau*’hau’’

khwon**he>®
son>Stja®
Pou

u53

pa33va53ni35
mi33paiS3

ma**?an?
shoy!!
nu®

nai’?

sai>>te?

16

where
which
white
who
wide
wife
wind
window
wing
winter (dry season)
woman
wood
work
worm
yam
yawn
year
yellow
young

you (plural)

qa33t655
53

nod

1,053

qu33tGai55
33

qun

vai’?

qho33tci35

tin>3tan>3

toi?®

mua*?s"an>?
tei33vo35

palj33

a¥qou’”
kin**tgon?!
na¥tap""

pai*’lau®

I}:U35

55
quy
niS3

tei*’toi®®



