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Mission and goals

• An online portal. It is designed as a virtual repository that provides 
public access to a wide range of data on Basel's history (...). The 
portal will be designed and organizationally integrated in such a 
way that it can be continued and continuously updated after the 
end of the eight-year project period.

• The continuous, public visibility and the dialogue with future users 
of a city history are important concerns of the project. Interested 
members of the public will be given the opportunity to take a look 
at the project or to actively participate while work on the new city 
history is still in progress.

Excerpt from the contract between the Canton of Basel-Stadt and 
the Foundation Stadt.Geschichte.Basel dated 31.7.17, translation MM
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Work packages

1. Securing the research data of the urban history project; 
[Research Data Management]

2. Development of showcases for the preparation and 
communication of relevant data and media on urban 
history; [Public History].

3. Clarification of metasearch functions and integration and 
networking of own and external content.

Excerpt from application "Stadt.Geschichte.Basel digital" of 
27.1.2021, translation MM
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Research Data Management

• Research Data Management (RDM) refers to the organisation, 
storage and preservation of data created during a research 
project. It covers initial planning, day-to-day processes and 
long-term archiving and sharing.
• Data here is used as a generic term to encompass all digital 

objects. RDM is a vital part of enabling reproducible research. 
RDM ensures efficiency in research workflows, and also greater 
reach and impact, as data become FAIR (Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable and Reusable).

The Turing Way: A handbook for reproducible, ethical and 
collaborative research, 27.07.2022, 10.5281/zenodo.3233853.
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3233853


Research data management in the 
historical sciences
• What is missing [in the historical sciences], however, is an 

awareness that we are not only working with digital or digitized 
texts, images, object descriptions, etc., but also with data.
• Also, the subject-specific recommendations for dealing with 

research data are available for subjects such as biology and 
psychology, or even for educational science, but not for 
historical science.

Hiltmann, Torsten: Forschungsdaten in der (digitalen) 
Geschichtswissenschaft, 17.09.2018, digigw.hypotheses.org/2622. 
Translation MM
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https://digigw.hypotheses.org/2622


Historical research data?

• While the narrower term actually included only data generated 
in the concrete research process of the individual projects, such 
as the text annotations or metadata, the broader term also 
included the sources underlying the historical research process 
as a whole - as they are scientifically processed by libraries, 
archives, and museums and thus made available for potential 
use by researchers.

Hiltmann, Torsten: Forschungsdaten in der (digitalen) 
Geschichtswissenschaft, 17.09.2018, digigw.hypotheses.org/2622. 
Translation MM
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https://digigw.hypotheses.org/2622


Research data at 
Stadt.Geschichte.Basel
• The sources are text data (93%), image data (90%) and tables (60%). 

Video, audio, and geospatial data are used by less than 15%.
• Data is used to substantiate statements (100%), create maps (40%), 

analyze networks (27%), and create time series and quantitative 
analysis (23%).
• PDF software (88%), spreadsheet programs (58%), and GIS programs 

(17%) are used to annotate sources.
• Sources are recorded with word processing programs (93%), on paper 

(60%), and with literature management software (40%).

Mähr, Moritz: Research Data Management in (Public) History, 
15.06.2022. 10.5281/zenodo.6637118.
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6637118


Research Data Management at 
Stadt.Geschichte.Basel
• Collecting research data is costly and places high demands on all 

parties involved. Therefore, it should be simple, practical and 
accessible.
• Two data stewards have been hired for the four most important data 

types:
• Images and Figures
• Maps and georeferences
• Tables and statistics
• Bibliographic references

• Project-wide solutions have been defined for common data types. For 
little-used data types, specific solutions are provided upon request.
• The data are collected together with the manuscripts for the printed 

volume. This minimizes the workload for authors and centralizes data 
quality control.
• Free training on digital working tools and research practices is 

offered, based on the needs of the researchers.
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From research data to public history?

• Research data must be prepared (or produced) for a very 
specific audience.
• Research data are part of a data ecosystem. Redundancy 

in collection must be avoided. Existing data pools should be 
tapped or replenished.
• The public cannot be informed directly with research data. 

It needs a circuitous route through intermediaries.
• Therefore we cooperate with different intermediaries 

(memory institutions etc.).
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Public History

Several quantitative and qualitative surveys of potential 
intermediary partners have revealed:
• There is a need for target group-oriented digital and analog 

services and products for the mediation of research data
• Collaboration with existing providers, integration of existing 

services and data
• Identifying and addressing gaps (data and services) within the 

ecosystem
• Small projects, rapid prototyping, and ongoing monitoring of 

success (e.g., with surveys)
• Low technical and legal barriers to entry increase the chance of 

data reuse

21.06.23 10



What we are currently working on

• Research Data Platform
• Portal
• Data Stories
• Scientific illustrations (georeferenced maps, statistical 

analyses, etc.)
• Guidelines for inclusive annotation of historical data
• Open Data Workflows
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Research Data Platform
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• Forschung.stadtgeschichtebasel.ch
• Built with CollectionBuilder-CSV, a standalone template 

for
• digital collections
• exhibit websites
• teaching websites

• Open Source
• Minimal and static
• Simple and stupid (Jekyll, CSV, Markdown)
• Actively maintained by the University of Idaho Library
• github.com/CollectionBuilder/collectionbuilder-csv

https://forschung.stadtgeschichtebasel.ch/
https://github.com/CollectionBuilder/collectionbuilder-csv
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Portal
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• stadtgeschichtebasel.ch
• Built with SvelteKit, SkeletonUI and MapLibre
• Using a https://sgb.hypotheses.org/ as a headless CMS 

for the blog
• Using the XML API by https://www.agendabasel.ch/ for 

the agenda
• Open source (silent release Q4 2023 on GitHub)
• Minimal and static

https://sgb.hypotheses.org/
https://www.agendabasel.ch/
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Data Story

https://arcg.is/1zrzXX0
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Scientific illustrations
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Cristina Wildisen-Münch, Nico 
Görlich, Moritz Twente, & 
Moritz Mähr. (2023). Karten als 
"boundary objects" oder wie 
man mit Geodaten historische 
Thesen bildet. Digital History 
Tagung 2023, Berlin, Germany. 
Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenod
o.7960745



Guidelines for 
inclusive 
annotation 
of historical 
data
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Open 
Data 
Workflows
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Thank you for your 
attention!
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