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We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to the Imagination Lab Foundation for their 
invaluable support in funding the playful hybrid higher education research project, 
conducted in a�liation with the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape at 
the University of Calgary. Their generous grant has been instrumental in enabling us 

to explore innovative approaches to hybrid education, bridging the gap between 
traditional and online learning. We also acknowledge the dedication and expertise 

of our research team, whose collaborative e­orts have shaped the outcomes of this 
project. This publication is a testament to the synergy of academic exploration and 

philanthropic vision, and we are deeply appreciative of the opportunities it has 
opened for advancing the field of education.



Operating in hybrid mode but physically situated in Calgary, we acknowledge and 
pay tribute to the traditional territories of the peoples of Treaty 7, which include the 

Blackfoot Confederacy (comprised of the Siksika, the Piikani, and the Kainai First 
Nations), the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and the Stoney Nakoda (including Chiniki, 

Bearspaw, and Goodstoney First Nations). The City of Calgary is also home to the 
Métis Nation of Alberta (Districts 5 and 6).
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Sandra Abegglen is a Researcher in the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape at the University 
of Calgary, Canada with a strong interest in collaboration, co-creation and social justice. Her research 
focuses on online education, hybrid pedagogy, academic literacies, creative learning and teaching 
methods, inclusion, and identity. She is the Principal Investigator for Playful Hybrid Higher Education and 
TALON, the Teaching and Learning Online Network (https://taloncloud.ca/) - and she holds the project 
lead for several
other online education research projects. Sandra has written about her research and teaching practice in 
a variety of books and journals, and she has presented her work nationally and internationally. She was 
awarded for multi- and interdisciplinary work with the Team Teaching Award 2020 by the University of
Calgary and the Collaborative Award forTeaching Excellence (CATE) by AdvanceHE 2022.

Fabian Neuhaus, PhD, is an Associate Professor at the University of Calgary with the School of 
Architecture, Planning and Landscape. He is the research lead for the Richard Parker Initiative (RPI) and 
the principal investigator for NEXTCalgary (https://nextcalgary.ca/). His research interests are the 
temporal aspects of the urban environment, focusing on the topics of habitus, type, and ornament in 
terms of activity, technology, and memory. He has worked with architecture and urban design practices 
in the UK and Switzerland as well as on research projects at universities in Switzerland, Germany, and the 
UK, gaining beside his academic expertise, diverse design experience. Fabian is the project support for 
the Playful Hybrid Higher Education project.

Samara Schneider is a Master of Architecture student at the School of Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape, University of Calgary and a graduate assistant researcher with the Playful Hybrid Higher 
Education project. Samara is skilled at critical thinking and problem-solving from her background in 
statistics. She is passionate about innovative projects, and spaces that resonate with people on a person-
al level. She compiled the literature review for the Playful Hybrid Higher Education project.

Sarah Wilkins is a Master of Landscape Architecture student at Univeristy of Calgary’s School of 
Architecture, Planning and Landscape. Sarah’s academic background is in Fine Arts and Recreation and 
Leisure Studies. Her previous studies in these �elds have contributed to her interest in creative learning, 
public space development, and the natural landscape. Sarah was involved in analyzing current literature 
on hybrity and play, and creating visual representations of these found de�nitions for the Playful Hybrid 
Higher Education project. 

COLLABORATIVE TEAM

Sandra Abegglen - Principal Investigator

Samara Schneider - Research Assistant

Fabian Neuhaus - Project Support

Sarah Wilkins - Research Assistant
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The Playful Hybrid Higher Education project situated in the School of Architecture, Planning and 
Landscape at the University of Calgary, and funded by the Imagination Lab Foundation, explores 
the integration of play and creativity into hybrid teaching, amidst the shift to blended classrooms 
due to COVID-19. Focusing on faculty and student experiences, the project aims to develop 
guidance for educators on fostering community and student success in this new, emerging 
educational model. Through qualitative interviews and online surveys with faculty and students, 
the project highlights opportunities to support sta� competency, and enhance student 
engagement and outcomes.

Timeline

Phase 1 – Literature Review | Fall 2022 – Spring 2023
Phase 2 – Survey | Spring – Summer 2023
Phase 3 – Interviews | Summer – Fall 2023
Phase 4 – Data Analysis & Report | Fall 2023 – Summer 2024

Between Autumn 2022 and Spring 2023, a systematic literature review was conducted. The initial 
literature review included a search on key terminology using the University of Calgary library
 catalogue. Later, this search was expanded to further literature databases. The complete 
literature database on ‘playful hybrid higher education’ contains 224 items.

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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Beyond Blended 
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Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play 
Element in Culture 
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The Power of Play in
Higher Education 

The Value of Play in
Higher Education 
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Professors At Play PlayBook  
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SUMMARY
In Winter 2022, an initial literature search on key terminology was conducted. From that search, 
156 items were included in the literature database on ‘playful hybrid higher education’. Each item 
from that search was tagged with keywords. Those keywords were used to map the 
connections between the di�erent items, resulting in the below Literature Keyword Network Plot. 
The Plot highlights the interconnections between the di�erent publications, with the highlights:

technology, teaching methods, teaching, student experience, student engagement, social 
media, play, pedagogy, online education, motivation, learning outcome, learning communities, 
learning, hybridity, hybrid learning, hybrid teaching, hybrid spaces, higher education, 
gamification, game, future university, flipped classroom, flexibility, engagement, employability, 
educational design, education, e-learning, distance learning, creativity, collaboration, Covid-19, 
blended learning

Literature Keyword Network Plot�
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