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Multilingualism in Scholarly 
Communication



What multilingualism?

Publication
Is document
available or

accessible in 
different

languages?

Researcher
How many

languages used in 
communication of 

results?

Publisher/ 
journal

What publication
language options
for journals and 

books?

Field
Patterns of 

language use in 
communication
and outreach

Country/
Organisation

Language 
diversity of the

entire publication
output

Society
Need for 

availability of 
research-based

knowledge in 
different

languages

• Multilingualism refers to the existence 
and use of many languages side-by-side 
by both the individual and the 
community.

• In scholarly/science communication, 
multilingualism can be approached from 
different perspectives:

• Publication
• Researcher
• Publisher
• Field
• Organisation/country
• Society



HELSINKI INITIATIVE ON MULTILINGUALISM IN 
SCHOLARLY COMMUNICATION
3rd of April 2019

1. Support dissemination of research results for 
the full benefit of the society.
• Make sure equal access to researched knowledge 

is provided in a variety of languages.
2. Protect national infrastructures for publishing 

locally relevant research.
• Make sure not-for-profit journals and book 

publishers have both sufficient resources and the 
support needed to maintain high standards of 
quality control and research integrity.

• Make sure national journals and book publishers 
are safeguarded in their transition to open access.

3. Promote language diversity in research 
assessment, evaluation, and funding 
systems.



To ensure the availability and vitality of multilingual 
scientific knowledge in all researchers’ and 
citizens’ main languages, following actions are 
needed from the international and national 
stakeholders:
1. In science policy, recognize the value of 

multilingualism and balance international 
excellence with local relevance of research

2. In the public funding of Open Access, prioritize 
non-profit Diamond OA publishers of journals 
and books in local languages

3. In research assessment, recognize and reward 
research communicated in all languages and 
address language biases in metrics and expert-
assessment.

Key messages



Recognition of the value of 
multilingualism in policies



UNESCO RECOMMENDATION ON OPEN SCIENCE
24st November 2021

● Definition: Open science is defined as an 
inclusive construct that combines various 
movements and practices aiming to make 
multilingual scientific knowledge openly 
available, accessible and reusable for 
everyone…

● Member-state actions: (I) Promoting a common 
understanding of open science, associated 
benefits and challenges, as well as diverse paths 
to open science. (d) Encouraging 
multilingualism in the practice of science, in 
scientific publications and in academic 
communications.



CONCLUSIONS ON RESEARCH ASSESSMENT 
AND IMPLEMENTATION OF OPEN SCIENCE 
10th of June 2022

● ACKNOWLEDGES that in order to accelerate the 
implementation and the impact of Open Science 
policies and practices across Europe, action has 
to be taken to… encourage where appropriate, 
the use of multilingualism for the purpose of 
wider communication of European research 
results.

● ACKNOWLEDGES the important role of 
multilingualism in the context of science 
communication with society, in particular on the 
national and regional levels; in this respect, 
WELCOMES initiatives to promote 
multilingualism, such as the Helsinki initiative 
on multilingualism in scholarly 
communication



ACTION PLAN FOR DIAMOND OPEN ACCESS
2nd March 2022

● Action Plan provides a set of priority actions to 
further develop and expand a sustainable, 
community-driven Diamond scholarly 
communication ecosystem. 

● It aims to bring together Diamond Open Access 
journals and platforms around shared 
principles, guidelines, and  quality  standards  
respecting  the  cultural,  multilingual  and  
disciplinary  diversity that  constitute  the  
strength  of  the  sector.

● Serving a fine-grained variety of generally small-
scale, multilingual, and multicultural scholarly 
communities, these journals and platforms 
embody the concept of bibliodiversity.



A NEW RESEARCH ASSESSMENT 
TOWARDS A SOCIALLY RELEVANT 
SCIENCE IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE 
CARIBBEAN
6th of June 2022

● Principle 8: Writing in English does not confer 
a merit per se superior to publications in other 
languages. Multilingualism favors the 
development of socially relevant research and 
contributes to sustaining cultural diversity. We 
endorse the Helsinki Initiative on 
Multilingualism in Scholarly 
Communication.



AGREEMENT ON REFORMING RESEARCH 
ASSESSMENT
20th of July 2022

● 1st core commitment: Recognize valuable 
contributions that researchers make to science 
and for the benefit of society, including diverse 
outputs beyond journal publications and 
irrespective of the language in which they are 
communicated.

● Toolkit: Value diverse outputs (FAIR data sets, 
replication studies, registered reports, pre-prints) 
in different languages in accordance with the 
Helsinki initiative

● CoARA Working-Group on Multilingualism and 
Language Biases in Research Assessment 



CONCLUSIONS ON HIGH-QUALITY, 
TRANSPARENT, OPEN, TRUSTWORTHY AND 
EQUITABLE SCHOLARLY PUBLISHING
27th of May 2023

● HIGHLIGHTS the importance of not-for-profit, 
scholarly open access publishing models that do 
not charge fees to authors or readers

● STRESSES the importance of supporting the 
development of such models led by public 
research organisations;

● EMPHASISES that some publication formats, 
such as monographs, books and long-text 
formats, especially in the social sciences and 
humanities, should continue to be supported, 
while promoting open access publishing and
allowing for a diverse range of formats to co-
exist, and for publishing in a range of 
languages;



Global infrastructure for multilingual 
scholarly communication



Mapping the global journal landscape

1. ISSNs collected from 7 openly available sources/datasets
2. Retrieve bibliographic metadata from ISSN Centre
3. 178902 serials deduplicated based on unique ISSN-L
4. 168094 serials active (excluding serials with end year)
5. 149886 serials with country and language information

Sources Crossref Bielefeld Ulrichs PKP Scopus JUFO DOAJ All
1 22293 12256 9549 12324 7242 2271 297 66232
2 22941 17017 6404 7460 4820 1860 684 30593
3 20738 17344 7991 13647 4902 2424 2278 23108
4 17988 7526 17232 3597 12755 11713 5109 18980
5 7586 7500 7466 4874 3402 1228 6889 7789
6 2780 2796 2749 1118 2650 2049 2694 2806
7 378 378 378 378 378 378 378 378

Total 94704 64817 51769 43398 36149 21923 18329 149886

Ongoing project 
Mikael Laakso & Janne Pölönen: 
Mapping the global landscape of 
scholarly journals, Nordic 
Workshop on Bibliometrics and 
Research Policy 2023

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.24312571.v1
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.24312571.v1


Language and continent
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Open access and continent
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Open access and language
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Sources and language

19

20%

26%

7%

62%

40%

27%

20%

28%

47%

4%

8%

17%

Other languages (N=18027)

Multiple languages (N=12616)

English (N=47926)

Other languages (N=33429)

Multiple languages (N=15327)

English (N=22561)

Eu
ro

pe
 &

 N
or

th
Am

er
ic

a

O
ce

an
ia

, A
si

a,
Af

ric
a,

 S
ou

th
-

Am
er

ic
a

Scopus
PKP



Importance of Diamond OA for 
multilingualism



Journals Indexed in DOAJ (March 2024)

21

4926

1200

262

209

215

4471

5897

424

207

2635

English

Multiple incl. English

Indonesian

Persian

Other languages

APC DIAMOND
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https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5592704


Differences between continents

22

Crawford, Walt (2023). Gold Open Access 8: 2017-2022. figshare. Dataset. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.23203955.v2
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Number of publications 2017-2022 (Crawford*)
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Crawford, Walt (2023). Gold Open Access 8: 2017-2022. figshare. Dataset. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.23203955.v2
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Number of publications 2017-2022 (Crawford*)

24

0

200000

400000

600000

800000

1000000

English Multiple incl.
English

Other
languages

APC
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

0

200000

400000

600000

800000

1000000

English Multiple incl.
English

Other
languages

DIAMOND
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Crawford, Walt (2023). Gold Open Access 8: 2017-2022. figshare. Dataset. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.23203955.v2

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.23203955.v2


Key takeways



1. Multilingualism is integral part of Open Science, Open Access 
and Responsible Assessment agendas

2. Global landscape of scholarly publishing is larger and more 
multilingual than we perhaps think

3. Diamond OA is fundamental for ensuring multilingual knowledge 
ecosystem and open access environment

Key takeaways
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Thank you for your attention!

Any questions?

17 June 2022 Presentation name27
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