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The largest known cholera epidemic in modern history began in October 2016 in Yemen and has
yet to end three years later.1 As of September 2019, the WHO reported a suspected 2,118,387
cases of cholera in Yemen since the outbreak began. Cholera is caused by consuming water or
food with the cholera bacterium in it, which is typically caused by contamination from the
infected individual’s feces.2 The problem of accessing clean water and receiving treatment after
consuming water contaminated with cholera has been exacerbated by the civil war occurring in
Yemen that began in 2015.3 Water sanitation infrastructure have been destroyed by airstrikes,4
and approximately half of Yemen’s hospital have been hit by airstrikes or shut down due to lack
of personnel.5 These factors, as well as others such as extreme poverty and lack of medicine,
have led to the rapid spread of disease through the population.6
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Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) are being deployed to communities to help address the outbreak.7

RRTs are trained professionals who quickly and efficiently respond to global health emergencies
through disease control measures in communities.8 UNCIEF began to deploy Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH) RRTs focused on containing cholera through safe water and hygiene
practices in 2017, after a surge of cholera cases.9 UNICEF’s WASH cluster has increased the
prevalence of RRTs in recent years, showing just how beneficial they can be.10 By the end of
2018, UNICEF had deployed over 1,000 RRTs in Yemen spanning across 21 of the 22
cholera-affected governates.11

Much of the work WASH’s RRTs in Yemen is at the community and individual level.12 A major
aspect of the RRTs was to make household visits to infected or suspected individual’s homes to
try and prevent the spread to other residents of the household, neighbors, or other community
members.13

When an initial cholera case alert in a community is received by the RRT, members of the
WASH RRT will arrive to begin interventions within ten days at maximum.14 Once they are in
the community, after a suspected case is identified, the WASH RRT team visits the home of the
individual, as well as neighboring homes, within five days of the alert, but often as early as the
following day after the case is identified.15 At individual homes, WASH RRTs provide WASH
kits, including items such as soap and chlorine tablets, and educational information about water
sanitation and preventing cholera.16 The WASH RRTs do not just distribute these materials, but
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they work with the households to make sure they understand how to use these items to prevent
the spread.17 RRTs teach families important behaviors they can take such as proper hand washing
and the use of soap.18 They also improve water sanitation in the community, through actions such
as fixing broken WASH infrastructure,19 and at the household level, through techniques such as
water storage.20

While there originally was not a prompt and efficient enough response from multiple partners,
including UNICEF, to the Yemen Cholera outbreak, the deployment of RRTs continues to be one
of UNICEF’s most crucial control measures.21 Since Yemen has extreme systemic problems that
prevent upwards of 16 million people from accessing clean water,22 the work the WASH RRTs
are doing is crucial to educate people on how to stay safe and reduce the spread of cholera.23
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) provide vital
interventions to potential cases of cholera in Yemen. The outbreak has been going on since 2016
and still remains a major problem in Yemen. RRTs visit the home of potentially infected
individuals to promote sanitation and hygiene techniques, such as proper handwashing, to control
the spread of cholera. The use of RRTs has greatly increased as the outbreak continues.
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