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We will discuss
Benefits and importance of main page exposure

What is on the main page?

How / when does main page content change?

How easy or hard is it to get content from Aotearoa 
onto the main page?



Editor benefits of main page exposure
Very satisfying to see your work 
featured on homepage

Might as well share what you’ve worked 
on with the world; huge pageviews while 
on the homepage

To create main page content, you become 
a better editor, as you get exposed to 
policies and review processes that you 
may not otherwise encounter

Attracts the attention of other editors; 
more likely for others to add to your 
work and improve it



Main page importance
● One of the busiest web pages on the internet
● ~5 million

daily views
● If you want 

to promote 
NZ, this is it!



What is Wikipedia’s main page?
1. TFA today’s featured article
2. DYK did you know
3. ITN in the news
4. OTD on this day
5. TFL today’s featured list (Mon & Fri)

6. POTD picture of the day



How / when does main page content change?
Bots change most content at midnight UTC*

TFA, OTD, POTD, and TFL

DYK sometimes changes twice daily, but mostly at 
midnight UTC

ITN has three different sections and they have their 
own schedules

* Coordinated Universal Time



How do you get content into these sections?
How easy or hard is it? 

Do you have control over when the content will be 
displayed?

Let’s look at the 6 sections



TFA – difficult to achieve
This section shows one Featured Article per day

FA is the highest article quality

NZ has 55 FAs

Hard to achieve



TFA – almost impossible to control
Once something is an FA, little control over main page 
placement

There are 730 FAs that have not been shown yet

Average 2-year wait

TFA coordinators will consider anniversary or 
birthday placements



DYK– easy to achieve
Easy to meet DYK criteria; 
articles have to be 

New, or 

5x expanded, or 

a new Good Article (GA)

Formal review process



DYK– displayed soon
Once approved, article will be 
featured within days

Nine (was eight) articles 
featured per set, the first one 
will have an image 



DYK – page view example
Videos (as opposed to a static image) kill it!

411,000 views

(~5 per second)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjtyiRa67lc


ITN – mixed bag
Three parts

News – very high bar to cross

Ongoing – same

Recent death – easy as long as 
the article is of decent quality



ITN – easy to control
All three components will be shown immediately once 
approved; until

News (shows 4 or 5 items) rolls off 

Ongoing (as many as agreed) removed when 
consensus is to remove

Recent deaths (shows 6 bios) roll off



OTD– supereasy to achieve
Three parts

On this day

Births / deaths

More anniversaries

Articles have to be decent, but 
there’s no formal review process

 



OTD– will show on the day
Anyone can edit the template and 
add new articles and compile an 
upcoming set

Article must be start class, free of 
maintenance templates, and the 
OTD must be referenced

OTD compiler crying out for help

 



TFL – difficult to achieve
This section shows two Featured Lists per week (Mon/Fri)

FL is the highest article quality for lists, but easier to 
achieve than FA

NZ has 15 FLs

 



TFL – “out of control”
Once something is an FL, little control on main page 
placement and it might take years

There are 3,107 FLs that have not been shown yet 
(and we show 104 per year)

Average 30-year wait!

TFL director will consider birthday placements



POTD – challenging
Featured Pictures – different criteria (confusingly)

● Commons: technically perfect photos
● WP: adds significant encyclopedic value

User:Podzemnik (Chch)
has 134 FPs on Commons

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Podzemnik


POTD – March 2023 not FP on Commons

6/24



POTD – waitlist
Dont’ know; couldn’t see what the wait is



Who can edit the main page?
Admins only; main page is fully protected

Some content gets protected days before it goes to the 
main page, others is editable immediately beforehand

If you spot something that’s wrong, go to 

Wikipedia:Main Page/Errors

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Main_Page/Errors


Summary – easy to hard
OTD on this day – easy to influence
DYK did you know – relatively easy
ITN in the news – deaths easy; otherwise near 
impossible
TFA today’s featured article – very hard
TFL today’s featured list – near impossible
POTD picture of the day – don’t know


