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The third edition of the Women in ICT Standards 
webinar continued to be a platform for visibility for 
women in ICT Standards, bringing together expert 
voices together to address the 2024 Annual Union Work 
Programme on European Standardisation (AUWP) from 
a gender perspective. Co-organised by StandICT.eu, in 
collaboration with EU-funded projects, HSbooster.eu, 
SEEBLOCKS, Edu4Standards, Stand4EU, and Blockstand, 
this online session reinforced the relationship between 
standards, technology, and policy, while highlighting the 
gender gaps in the field of ICT standardisation.

The one of a kind webinar analysed the main obstacles 
that persist in ICT Standardisation, while providing an 
engaged audience to showcase avenues women can take 
to achieve success in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM). Throughout the discussion, the 
8 policy priorities of the 2024 AUWP were spotlighted:

•	 Technologies for European high performance 
computing and European quantum communication 
infrastructure;

•	 Critical Raw Materials (CRM) - Recycling of permanent 
magnets and exploration, extraction, refining and 
recycling of CRM

•	 EU Trusted Data Framework;
•	 European digital identity framework;
•	 Eco-design of air-to-air conditioning and heat pumps;
•	 Cybersecurity requirements; 
•	 Hydrogen technologies and components;
•	 Electric vehicles charging infrastructure
The target audience for this webinar included ICT 
Specialists and Professionals under the main Digital Single 
Market & Digital Europe domains, Standard Developing 
Organisations’ representatives, Members of Research 
Institutes working in ICT Standard Development, 
Representative of National Standards Associations, 
general audience and civil society organisations involved 
in the promotion of women in STEM disciplines and 
education.

Despite the efforts being made at European and 
International Standard Development Organisations 
to promote equity and inclusion in the field of ICT 
Standardisation, women continue to face disproportionate 
challenges in the industry. Mediums like this one for 
women to share insights and personal experiences, is 
essential to foster visibility about gender inequalities in 
ICT standardisation, while continuing to place women at 
the forefront of change.

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/annual-union-work-programme-european-standardisation-2024_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/annual-union-work-programme-european-standardisation-2024_en
http://HSbooster.eu
https://seeblocks.eu
https://www.edu4standards.eu
https://stand4eu.eu
https://blockstand.eu


Post-Event Takeaways:   
Visualising the Future of Standards

The standardisation landscape needs more 
representation from women to not only develop 
more inclusive and gender responsive standards, 
but to accelerate reliable green and digital 
transformations.

While standards exist to establish rules, they 
also enhance transboundary and cross-sector 
harmonisation, cultivating innovation and the 
deployment of emerging technologies.

Disproportionate access to STEM education explains 
the lack of women in standardisation decision 
making roles, further discouraging women from 
pursuing careers in standardisation.

In order to be a successful link between technical 
experts and political decision makers, standards need 
to be accessible and easy to find.



Webinar in numbers

Standardisation Development Organisations 
represented by the attendees

Female

Registrants

Male

Attendees

Duration Chat Messages

61

81

20

52

115 
min.

130

IETF 3%

IPQ 3%

BSI 6%

ETSI 9%

IEEE 9%

ITU-T 12% IEC 12%

CEN CENELEC 24%

ISO 24%
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Quotes from the experts

“Never be afraid to reinvent yourself”  
Sandra Feliciano, MENAPS (ISO, IPQ, CEN-CENELEC, HSbooster.eu)

“A STEM background boosts women talent to navigate the 
complexity of standardisation”
Paola Amato, (HSbooster.eu, StandICT.eu)

“A standard as I see it is a way to connect and to build trust – 
and to connect means to be alive” 
Barbara Reiter, University of Graz (EDU4Standards)

“Be the leader that you always wanted to have”
Marzia Bolpagni, Mace (ISO, CEN-CENELEC, UNI)

“Gender equality is a fundamental principle in standardization 
that drives innovation, promotes inclusivity, and enables 
societies to thrive” 
Rim Belhassine-Cherif, (ITU-T)

“Standards are not only ‘technically’ supporting the implementation 
of EU policies and rules. Standards are also an accelerator for the 
market deployment of technologies and innovations - making the 
digital, green and resilient single market a reality” 
Eszter Batta, European Commission (DG GROW)

“Building the standards for today’s ‘always-on connected society’ 
trigger undisputed benefits for consumers, users and businesses. 
Working it through  resembles to diplomacy: it requires substance, 
negotiations skills and forward looking vision” 
Isabela De Michelis, ErnieApp Ltd  (IEC ,ISO, Stand4EU)



Useful links

Watch recording  
& download slides

	ު StandICT Landscape Analysis Reports 
standict.eu/landscape-analysis-reports 

	ު EUOS Training Academy 
standict.eu/euos-training-academy

https://www.standict.eu/success-stories

https://www.standict.eu/success-stories

https://www.standict.eu/success-stories

https://www.standict.eu/success-stories

https://www.standict.eu/success-stories


