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CENTER FOR SCALABLE DATA ANALYTICS AND 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Sharing & licensing
Robert Haase

These slides can be reused under the terms of the 
CC-BY 4.0 license unless mentioned otherwise.

NATIONAL RESEARCH DATA MANAGEMENT INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR MICROSCOPY AND BIOIMAGE ANALYSIS

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10829166 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10829166
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Quiz

What should we focus on in this session? 
(select all that apply)

Open Science FAIR principles
Sharing 

data/code/…
Licensing
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Closed science

Why are some science-related 
materials/data/code not shared?

• Risk of being scooped

• Fear of blaming oneself  (imposter syndrome)

• Lack of awareness (who is allowed to publish my 
work?)

• Assumption: it’s not worth the effort.
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Sustainability of my contribution to science

PhD student 
finishes and 
leaves the  
institute

(n=1)

What happens to research software once the PhD student 
leaves the institute / field?
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Developing software in the open

Nov. 2017: I took over 
microscopy control 

software from Loic and 
“found” some GPU-
accelerated image 
processing in there

https://github.com/clij/clij/graphs/contributors https://forum.image.sc/t/opencl-
gpu-based-image-processing-in-imagej-macro/21286 
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/660704v1?versioned=true
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41592-019-0650-1 

2019 2020 2021

Loic A. Royer
(CZ Biohub)
@loicaroyer

Today: 134 citations 
(Google scholar, 2024-03-18)

https://github.com/clij/clij/graphs/contributors
https://forum.image.sc/t/opencl-gpu-based-image-processing-in-imagej-macro/21286
https://forum.image.sc/t/opencl-gpu-based-image-processing-in-imagej-macro/21286
https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/660704v1?versioned=true
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41592-019-0650-1
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https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/174052/1a235cb1
38c77e353789263b8730b1df/kodex-gwp-en-data.pdf 

Scientific culture

“Kodex”

Public access to research results -> Reusability

https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/174052/1a235cb138c77e353789263b8730b1df/kodex-gwp-en-data.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/174052/1a235cb138c77e353789263b8730b1df/kodex-gwp-en-data.pdf
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https://www.dfg.de/en/news/news-
topics/announcements-proposals/2022/info-
wissenschaft-22-61 

Scientific culture

https://www.dfg.de/en/news/news-topics/announcements-proposals/2022/info-wissenschaft-22-61
https://www.dfg.de/en/news/news-topics/announcements-proposals/2022/info-wissenschaft-22-61
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Am I allowed to publish my stuff?

The work / 
product

Author
Creator of the work

Copyright holder,
e.g. employer 
of the author

Do the 
work!

World

Publisher
The person who made 

the work available

Licensee
The person who uses 
/ reuses the material

… it depends… on who is responsible
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Am I allowed to publish my stuff?

… it depends… on what materials served as basis

Document with 
unclear copyright

Publish

Author of related 
material

Licensee / author of 
derived material

?
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Am I allowed to publish my stuff?

… it depends… on what materials served as basis

Document with 
defined copyright

Publish

Author of related 
material

Licensee / author of 
derived material

World

Licensee / author 
of derived material
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Openness of software / projects

Closed source Open source Community driven Openly extensible

Read more: https://coiled.io/blog/stages-of-openness/ 

Benevolent 
dictatorship

• Open to collaborations
• “Black box”
• Compiled code (e.g. C/C++)
• Good for protecting 

intellectual properties ($$$)

• Code available to read
• Not necessarily executable 

code
• No maintenance / support 

efforts

• Open to contributions
• Single maintainer, often 

overwhelmed
• Efficient decision making
• Bus factor ≈1

• Open to contributions
• Partially democratic
• Board of maintainers (core 

developers)
• Long-winded decision making

• Openly extensible; 
without maintainers 
involved

• Partially community 
driven

x=1/y
z=y+1

8

x=1/y
z=y+1

x=1/y
z=y+1

x=1/y

Hardware device drivers
ImageJ, Python, 

numpy
Custom image analysis 

scripts

TrackMate, SNT, 
MorpholibJ, CLIJ

scikit-image, scipy, OpenCL

z=y+1

https://coiled.io/blog/stages-of-openness/
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Quiz
What is the role of Github in the context of publishing open-source 
code?

Copyright holder Author Publisher Licensee
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Data Management Plans (DMPs)

Experiment design
Imaging / data 

acquisiton
Data Analysis Paper writing

Training design
Attendee + trainer 

acquisition
Training material 

preparation
Conduct workshop

Are we going to 
publish data / 

materials / code?

What license can we 
use?

Deciding by the end of 
the project is too late!

“Data / materials 
we produce will 

be published 
under CC-BY 4.0”

“Robert will do this 
by end of 2025!”

•Only if procedures are defined early, 
everyone can follow them.
• Licenses are important when assembling 

materials (-> Copyright)
•Meta-data might have higher quality if the 

person responsible for publishing the data is 
aware of their duties.

Open Science

Open Training

DMP

Define responsibilities and procedures early!
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Standard for sharing: The FAIR-principles

• Findable
• Accessible
• Interoperable
• Reusable
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The FAIR-principles

Findable
• F1. (Meta)data are assigned a globally unique 

and persistent identifier
• F2. Data are described with rich metadata 

(defined by R1 below)
• F3. Metadata clearly and explicitly include 

the identifier of the data they describe
• F4. (Meta)data are registered or indexed in a 

searchable resource

Screenshot source: https://www.doi.org/the-identifier/what-is-a-doi/ licensed CC-BY 4.0
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/ 
https://biii.eu/introduction-3d-analysis-3d-imagej-suite 

https://www.doi.org/the-identifier/what-is-a-doi/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://biii.eu/introduction-3d-analysis-3d-imagej-suite


16

Robert Haase
@haesleinhuepf
General Assembly
ScaDS.AI March 2024

Indexing

https://biii.eu/  https://bio.tools/ 
https://microscopydb.io/#get-involved  
https://nfdi4bioimage.github.io/training 

• Make sure your materials are 
listed in public search indices

• Do not trust google to make 
your stuff findable

https://biii.eu/
https://bio.tools/
https://microscopydb.io/#get-involved
https://nfdi4bioimage.github.io/training
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Incentives: Findability

https://f1000research.com/slides/10-519 

You remember 
that talk you gave 

in 2021? 

Where are the 
slides?

Online, 
open access!

Your future-self will thank you, because they will find your work

https://f1000research.com/slides/10-519
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Incentives: Findability -> Visibility 

https://www.youtube.com/@scads-ai 
https://scads.github.io/prompt-engineering-tutorial-2023 

Open & FAIR Training 
is a PR instrument

… leading to 
• more software users
• more course attendees
• new collaborations

• YouTube

• Github

https://www.youtube.com/@scads-ai
https://scads.github.io/prompt-engineering-tutorial-2023
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The FAIR-principles

Accessible
• A1. (Meta)data are retrievable by their 

identifier using a standardised 
communications protocol
• A1.1 The protocol is open, free, and 

universally implementable
• A1.2 The protocol allows for an 

authentication and authorisation 
procedure, where necessary

• A2. Metadata are accessible, even when 
the data are no longer available

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
Comic taken from https://xkcd.com/927/ licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 2.5 License.

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://xkcd.com/927/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/
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Open Access

Open Access.

https://zenodo.org/records/10829230

The A in FAIR does not necessarily stand for Open Access
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The FAIR-principles

Interoperable
• I1. (Meta)data use a formal, accessible, 

shared, and broadly applicable language 
for knowledge representation.

• I2. (Meta)data use vocabularies that 
follow FAIR principles

• I3. (Meta)data include qualified 
references to other (meta)data

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles 

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles
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The FAIR-principles

Reusable
• R1. (Meta)data are richly described with 

a plurality of accurate and relevant 
attributes

• R1.1. (Meta)data are released with a 
clear and accessible data usage license

• R1.2. (Meta)data are associated with 
detailed provenance

• R1.3. (Meta)data meet domain-relevant 
community standards

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
Drawing made by Henning Falk, ©2022 NumFOCUS, 
reused under a CC BY 4.0 license

https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
https://twitter.com/DrHenningFalk
https://numfocus.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Incentives: Reusability

https://f1000research.com/slides/10-201
https://f1000research.com/slides/11-1175 

• Open Access -> Others teach how to use your tools & methods

https://f1000research.com/slides/11-1175
https://f1000research.com/slides/11-1175
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Use cases: Data

https://rodare.hzdr.de/record/915
https://twitter.com/nKiaru/status/1409194004219142148?s=20 

• Unique datasets
• Valuable for domain scientists
• Valuable for software developers
• https://zenodo.org 
• If possible avoid institutional servers / services

https://rodare.hzdr.de/record/915
https://twitter.com/nKiaru/status/1409194004219142148?s=20
https://zenodo.org/
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Use cases: Code

https://github.com/fiji 
https://github.com/napari 
https://github.com/numpy   

Collaboration in open-source projects unthinkable 
without openly sharing and transparent licensing

https://github.com/fiji
https://github.com/napari
https://github.com/numpy
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Where to share?

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/236463v5.article-info 
https://github.com/HenriquesLab/ZeroCostDL4Mic https://focalplane.biologists.com/2020/07/01/lessons-
learned-from-an-open-hardware-project-in-microscopy-the-mesospim-initiative-2/ 
https://zenodo.org/records/5978940 

• Open science related content
• bioRxiv (manuscripts, no 

reviews)
• Figshare
• F1000
• Bioimage Archive (data)
• Github (code)
• Zenodo
• Focalplane
• Institutional servers 

(if there is no alternative)

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/236463v5.article-info
https://github.com/HenriquesLab/ZeroCostDL4Mic
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2020/07/01/lessons-learned-from-an-open-hardware-project-in-microscopy-the-mesospim-initiative-2/
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2020/07/01/lessons-learned-from-an-open-hardware-project-in-microscopy-the-mesospim-initiative-2/
https://zenodo.org/records/5978940
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Where to share?
Github pages 

https://f1000research.com/slides/10-519
https://scads.github.io/prompt-engineering-tutorial-2023/intro.html 
https://zenodo.org/records/4071471 
https://github.com/NEUBIAS/training-resources 
 

• Open training related content
• bioRxiv (manuscripts, no 

reviews)
• Figshare
• F1000
• Bioimage Archive (data)
• Github (code)
• Zenodo
• Focalplane
• Institutional servers 

(if there is no alternative)

https://f1000research.com/slides/10-519
https://scads.github.io/prompt-engineering-tutorial-2023/intro.html
https://zenodo.org/records/4071471
https://github.com/NEUBIAS/training-resources
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Quiz

Where might open source code be most visible?

Git server of the 
university

Zenodo.org Github.com
Group / institute 

website
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Content on this site is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

• Public domain (CC0)
• Attribution International (CC-BY)
• Attribution ShareAlike Int. (CC-BY-SA)
• Attribution Non-Commercial Int. (CC-BY-NC)
• Attribution NoDerivatives Int. (CC-BY-ND)

+ Combinations, e.g. CC-BY-NC-ND

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Content on this slide was adapted from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

Employers don’t like this 
one because you give 

away the rights to exploit 
you work.

• Public domain (CC0)
• Everyone can reuse without mentioning the 

source or author of the shared resource.
• Public domain licenses cannot be revoked.
• The author must own the right to copy 

(copyright) the resource.
• If you authored work as part of your job, 

you may not be the copyright holder. (check 
your employers' guidelines)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Content on this slide was adated from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

“By attribution”

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons


32

Robert Haase
@haesleinhuepf
General Assembly
ScaDS.AI March 2024

Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

Figure adapted from https://www.openmicroscopy.org/ licensed by University of Dundee & 
Open Microscopy Environment under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

You must put such a 
sentence and keep the 

link to CC-BY

Example

https://www.openmicroscopy.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

“Restrictive” 
licensing

“Share alike”

Content on this slide was adapted from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Content on this slide was adapted from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

“Restrictive” 
licensing

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

“Restrictive” 
licensing

Content on this slide was adapted from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Creative Commons (CC)

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/  

Content on this slide was adapted from https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/ which  is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license. Icons by The Noun Project.

“Restrictive” 
licensing

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/website-icons
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Licensing: Permissive versus restrictive

CC-BY-NC

CC-BY-ND

CC-BY-NC-ND

(if free of 
charge)

Bad for the 
progress of 

science

CC-BY

CC-BY-SA

Download and share 
for free

Reuse parts, e.g. 
Figures

Reuse parts, e.g. in 
paid training 

Only under 
CC-BY-SA

Only under 
CC-BY-SA

Only under 
CC-BY-SA
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Quiz

Mention 
author

Ask the 
authors

Link to the 
license

Copy the 
copyright 
statement

https://zenodo.org/record/5837363#.Y5Hrn3bMJaQ 

It’s ok to reuse this dataset if …

https://zenodo.org/record/5837363#.Y5Hrn3bMJaQ
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Licensing Software

https://choosealicense.com/ 

BSD

Apache

GPL

MIT
LGPL

BSD

Berkley 
Software 

Distribution

GPL

GNU General 
Public 

License

In the software world, other licenses 
are more popular, historically grown.

https://choosealicense.com/
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Licensing Software: GPL

https://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-3.0.en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNU_General_Public_License#Copyleft 

“Restrictive” 
licensing

GPL-derivatives must also 
be GPL-licensed 

https://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-3.0.en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNU_General_Public_License#Copyleft
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Quiz

Yes No

Yes No

Can I build a commercial 
product on the basis of GPL-
licensed code?

Do I have to release the code 
for this commercial product?



42

Robert Haase
@haesleinhuepf
General Assembly
ScaDS.AI March 2024

Licensing Software: BSD0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses 

Copyright (C) [year] by [copyright holder] <[email]>

Permission to use, copy, modify, and/or distribute this software for any purpose with 

or without fee is hereby granted.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND THE AUTHOR DISCLAIMS ALL 

WARRANTIES WITH REGARD TO THIS SOFTWARE INCLUDING ALL IMPLIED 

WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE 

AUTHOR BE LIABLE FOR ANY SPECIAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, OR 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER RESULTING 

FROM LOSS OF USE, DATA OR PROFITS, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF 

CONTRACT, NEGLIGENCE OR OTHER TORTIOUS ACTION, ARISING OUT OF 

OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OR PERFORMANCE OF THIS SOFTWARE

Similar to CC0 

(public domain)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses
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Licensing Software: BSD0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses 

Disclaimer

Whatever you do with 
it, we [the authors] 

are not liable

Copyright (C) [year] by [copyright holder] <[email]>

Permission to use, copy, modify, and/or distribute this software for any purpose with 

or without fee is hereby granted.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS" AND THE AUTHOR DISCLAIMS ALL 

WARRANTIES WITH REGARD TO THIS SOFTWARE INCLUDING ALL IMPLIED 

WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE 

AUTHOR BE LIABLE FOR ANY SPECIAL, DIRECT, INDIRECT, OR 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES OR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER RESULTING 

FROM LOSS OF USE, DATA OR PROFITS, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF 

CONTRACT, NEGLIGENCE OR OTHER TORTIOUS ACTION, ARISING OUT OF 

OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OR PERFORMANCE OF THIS SOFTWARE

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses
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Licensing Software: BSD2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses 

Similar to 

CC-BY

Copyright (c) <year>, <copyright holder> 

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without modification, are permitted 

provided that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, this list of conditions 

and the following disclaimer.

2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of conditions 

and the following disclaimer in the documentation and/or other materials provided with the 

distribution.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS "AS 

IS" AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 

THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 

PURPOSE ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT OWNER OR 

CONTRIBUTORS BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, 

EXEMPLARY, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, 

PROCUREMENT OF SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR 

PROFITS; OR BUSINESS INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF 

LIABILITY, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING 

NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS 

SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGE

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses
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Licensing Software: BSD3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses 

You must not use the 
copyright holder’s name 

to endorse your 
derivative of the work.

Copyright <year> <copyright holder>

Redistribution and use in source and binary forms, with or without modification, are permitted provided 

that the following conditions are met:

1. Redistributions of source code must retain the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and the 

following disclaimer.

2. Redistributions in binary form must reproduce the above copyright notice, this list of conditions and 

the following disclaimer in the documentation and/or other materials provided with the distribution.

3. Neither the name of the copyright holder nor the names of its contributors may be used to endorse 

or promote products derived from this software without specific prior written permission.

THIS SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED BY THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND CONTRIBUTORS "AS IS" 

AND ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE 

IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE 

ARE DISCLAIMED. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER OR CONTRIBUTORS BE 

LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, EXEMPLARY, OR 

CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, PROCUREMENT OF 

SUBSTITUTE GOODS OR SERVICES; LOSS OF USE, DATA, OR PROFITS; OR BUSINESS 

INTERRUPTION) HOWEVER CAUSED AND ON ANY THEORY OF LIABILITY, WHETHER IN 

CONTRACT, STRICT LIABILITY, OR TORT (INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE OR OTHERWISE) ARISING 

IN ANY WAY OUT OF THE USE OF THIS SOFTWARE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGE

Similar to 

CC-BY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSD_licenses
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Licensing: Permissive versus restrictive

I conclude, 
these are 

less open in 
a sense

• Restrictive 
• You can reuse our stuff, but only if you …

• License your work with the same license we do
• Make your stuff openly available
• Make no money with derivatives of our work

• Examples: GPL, CC-BY-SA, CC-BY-NC, CC-BY-ND

• Permissive licensing:
• Do whatever you like with our stuff, 

just make sure to mention / cite us …
• Examples: BSD, MIT, Apache, CC-BY
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ok

not ok

Permissive versus restrictive

BSD3 or
 CC-BY

licensed 
project

GPL or 
CC-BY-SA 
licensed 
project

Our 
project

Their 
project

e.g. e.g.

Use a license which 
• is compatible to other projects you’re collaborating with and 
• fits to your needs / role.
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Quiz

Yes No

Yes No

• May I use one of the 
Figures from this 
preprint?

• May I download and 
redistribute this preprint 
to students of a course 
for free?
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Quiz

Yes No

May I reuse code 
from this repository 
in my own BSD-
licensed work?
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Quiz

Yes No

May I reuse code 
from this repository 
in my own GPL-
licensed work?
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Quiz

Source: https://xkcd.com/14/ 
The Figure is licensed by XKCD.com under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 2.5 License.

It’s ok to reuse Figures from XKCD.com if…

Mention 
author

Ask the 
authors

Link to the 
license

Copy the 
copyright 
statement

https://xkcd.com/14/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/
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Quiz

It’s ok to reuse this 
code if …

Mention 
author

Ask the 
authors

Link to the 
license

Copy the 
copyright 
statement
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Take home message

This material is licensed by Robert Haase, ScaDS.AI 

under the CC-BY 4.0 license 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ 

If you share material (openly or not)

license it   _

and it’ll be harder to steal it

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Summary

• If you want to make your stuff reusable:

• Use permissive licenses

• Share it on community-wide platforms (not institutional servers)

• Register them in search-indices

• Read more:

• Sharing on Zenodo 
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/02/15/sharing-research-data-with-zenodo/ 

• Sharing on Figshare
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/07/26/sharing-your-poster-on-figshare/ 

• Collaborative work on github
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2021/09/04/collaborative-bio-image-analysis-script-editing-with-git/ 

• Licensing
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/05/06/if-you-license-it-itll-be-harder-to-steal-it-why-we-should-

license-our-work/ 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10829166 

https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/02/15/sharing-research-data-with-zenodo/
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/07/26/sharing-your-poster-on-figshare/
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2021/09/04/collaborative-bio-image-analysis-script-editing-with-git/
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/05/06/if-you-license-it-itll-be-harder-to-steal-it-why-we-should-license-our-work/
https://focalplane.biologists.com/2023/05/06/if-you-license-it-itll-be-harder-to-steal-it-why-we-should-license-our-work/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10829166
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