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How to choose a 

journal wisely

Approaches to navigating the variety of 

academic titles



• Slovakia’s research output overview

• Journal Finder

• Scopus content

• Scopus sources: active, new, and discontinued journals

• Using Scopus search for journal selection

Agenda



Slovakia portfolio overview
Output, citation, and collaboration aggregates, 2018 – 2023*

* – source: SciVal, Scopus data up to 21 Feb 2024



Slovakia’s portfolio by year, quartile, and subject



Slovakia’s portfolio: why OA is vital for research visibility

Citation rate: Engineering
Output, all areas

Citation rate: Social 

Sciences

Citation rate: Computer 

Science



Slovakia’s portfolio: top 10 institutions by output



Slovakia’s portfolio: global collaboration



Journal Finder
Author’s guide in Elsevier journals



• Use your abstract to find 

Elsevier journals which 

have published articles with 

content similar to your 

manuscript.

• Alternatively, use keywords 

or journal title to discover 

journals in your field of 

research.

• Sort and filter by Gold OA 

options, metrics, 

processing time, and more

• Link: 

https://journalfinder.elsevier

.com/

Journal Finder

https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/


• Journal Finder uses a machine learning algorithm to find the most relevant 

journals, ranking them by relevance score by default

• Some of the new journals that are not indexed yet may not appear on the 

search results

• Does not give you any guarantee of acceptance, but improves your chances 

to find a good match for your manuscript

Important highlights



Finding a journal on Scopus
Navigating the publisher-neutral expert-vetted abstract & reference 

database



Scopus uniquely combines a comprehensive, curated abstract and 

citation database with enriched data and linked scholarly content. 

Quickly find relevant and trusted research, identify experts, and access reliable data, 

metrics and analytical tools to support confident decisions around research strategy –

all from one database and one subscription. 

7,000+
Publishers

27,950

Serial titles

292,000+

Books

94 million+
Items

19.6 million+
Author profiles

99,600+
Affiliation profiles

2.4 billion cited references

Identify and analyze which 

journals to read/submit to

Track and assess a researcher’s 

impact

Decide what, where and with

whom to collaborate

Track impact of research and 

monitor global research trends

Find the current research; what has been 

published in a research area

Determine how to differentiate

research topics, find ideas



Physical sciences 

15,151

Scopus Coverage Summary (December 2023) 

Journals Conferences Books

28,153* active peer-reviewed 

journals

7,115 Gold OA Journals 

(DOAJ/ROAD) 

21.1M fully-indexed funding 

acknowledgements 

2.03M preprints  

• Full metadata, abstracts and cited 

references (refs post-1970 only)

• Citations back to 1970

158K conference 

events

12.1M+ conference 

papers

12.9% of database 

items

Mainly Engineering and 

Computer Sciences

Number of journals by 

subject area**

Global representation means global discovery across all subjects and content types

94.4M+ records from 29.2K+ serials, 152K+ conferences and 330K+ books

from more than 7,000 publishers in 105 countries

• Updated daily—13,000+ new articles per day indexed

• 23.4M+ open access documents

• “Articles in Press” from >8,740 titles

• 2.0M+ preprints from multiple preprint servers

• 7,115 active Gold Open Access journals indexed

*Journals may be classified in multiple subject areas: this count includes current actively indexed titles only

**These counts include both active and inactive titles; total number of Scopus journals in database including inactive titles is 43,400

Patents

50.5M patents

5 major patent offices:

• WIPO

• EPO

• USPTO

• JPO

• UK IPO

74.3K individual book 

series volumes

330K+ stand-alone 

books

2.89M total book 

items

Focus on Social 

Sciences and A&H

Health sciences 

14,940

Social sciences 

and humanities  

15,446

Life sciences 

8,094



Scopus Homepage

Basic search: 
documents, 
authors, 
organisations

Advanced 
search

Latest queries

Indexed sources

https://scopus.com

https://scopus.com/


Scopus Sources page

15https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri

https://www.scopus.com/sources.uri


Find relevant journals with (advanced) search

• Find relevant 

papers and 

specify your 

search with 

additional 

filters

• Click Analyze 

results

16



Compare up to 10 journals you have found
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Use impactful papers: Topics and References

Authors, keywords, 

abstract;

Link to full text;

Metrics;

SciVal Topic;

Funding data;

References



Download Scopus Sources for further analysis

• Sort by subject, working 

language, publisher, 

etc.

• Look up discontinued 

journals

• Look up recently added 

journals

The file is updated monthly

19



• Relevance: does my manuscript match the journal’s scope and mission?

• Relevance 2: how does my manuscript compare with the recently published 

papers?

• Journal standing: active status & metrics 

• Other essential conditions: OA type, APC, turnaround time…

• Red and yellow flags: discontinued status, suspicious metric trends, 

suspicious behaviour, identity (hi-jacked journals)

Checklist



Q&A or demo



• Claim your e-certificate:

Workshop code: ZZFWUC

• Share your feedback:

Certificates & feedback

https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/workshop/7b25355c-e3cb-48c4-98b2-e4989510f04e/
https://researcheracademy.elsevier.com/workshop/7b25355c-e3cb-48c4-98b2-e4989510f04e/survey


Thank you

k.ivanov@elsevier.com

mailto:k.ivanov@elsevier.com

