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Promoting ISSN assignment on a national 
and global scale

Thanks to a unique partnership between the 
Abes networks and ISSN International Center 

(CIEPS)
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The Abes galaxy: Sudoc and Sudoc-PS networks

Bibliographic consistency at its heart: Sudoc and the ISSN Portal

CIDEMIS: an enrichment workflow shared between French libraries 
and National Centers
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The Abes Galaxy
Sudoc and Sudoc PS networks
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Agence Bibliographique de l’Enseignement Supérieur
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Abes’ 
missions

01 Identify and locate the holdings 
of higher education libraries, to 
facilitate access to catalogues, 
databases and documents

02 Coordinate document processing, 
data quality projects, data 
transfers with local catalogs

03 Standardize cataloguing and 
indexing in collaboration with 
National Library of France

04 Acquire digital resources for Higher 
Education and National Research

▪ Public administrative 
establishment (PAE)

▪ Supervision: Ministry of 
Higher Education and 
Research (MESRI)

▪ Founded in 1994, head 
office in Montpellier

▪ Website : 
http://www.abes.fr
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Sudoc : a unique shared catalog

5

Système Universitaire de DOCumentation : French collective catalog 
produced by university libraries, documentation centers and Abes

▪ Find out which libraries hold the documents you're looking for, and if they're available

▪ Direct access to contents available on the Web

▪ Display the contact information of Sudoc network’s libraries in a Library Directory

▪ Make interlibrary loan (ILL) requests

SUDOC in 2023 : 

▪ 19.5 M localized bibliographic records, including 644,000 records for titles of continuing resources
▪ 52 M localisations/items
▪ + 6M authority records
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Sudoc networks
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Sudoc :
Collective

catalog
163 higher education 

libraries
1,536 university and/or 

research libraries reporting 
all their resources

Specialized network for 
continuous resources reporting

32 Network Centers coordinating
1,500 public libraries or 

documentation and archive 
centers

Sudoc data under the ETALAB license 
= reuse beyond the catalog
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Bibliographic consistency at the heart
Sudoc and the ISSN Registry/Portal
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Bibliographic consistency at the heart
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Back in 1997… 

8



Bibliographic consistency at the heart
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« Taming the serials jungle »

➢ Continuous resources: a natural trend to 
change, accelerated by electronics 
resources

➢ A multiplicity of forms and media, 
unstable availability of collection status, 
problems of access to content, ...

➢ The ISSN identifier, the cornerstone of 
identification and conservation
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Enriching Sudoc with the ISSN Portal
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x
x

New records
Updated records

• Foreign centers
• International center
• French center (digital 

reproductions)

✓ CONVERSION
✓ ENRICHMENT
✓ LOADING IN AN 

INTERMEDIATE DATABASE

Production 
Database

BIMONTHLY EXPORT RECOVERING

 CORRECTIONS

FCV Table

Error 

Files

Result 

Files

 DEFERRAL CORRECTION
REQUESTS



Enriching records through shared cataloguing
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CIDEMIS
An enrichment workflow shared between French 
libraries and National Centers
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CIDEMIS : Online ISSN request circuit
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LOAD

the cataloguer

1

creation or correction 
of Sudoc records

the regional center manager

3 controls the requests of his network

ISSN France or International Center

checks, validates or refuses the requests4
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Identify undiscovered documentary french resources and beyond

➢ The Sudoc network: fine specialists in academic resources, they aim for exhaustiveness as 
much as quality of reporting 
➢ for resources of interest to researchers, teachers and students 
➢ to promote the resources produced by their researchers

➢ The Sudoc-PS network: a network of professionals from a variety of backgrounds, 
centralized by the 32 CR Managers, who guarantee the bibliographic quality of the records 
in their networks
➢ Rare and little-known excellence/rare collections
➢ Documentary repositories of scientific or heritage collections
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Abes benefits from a unique wealth of documentation thanks to the power of shared 
cataloging, which is the result of both :

Who contributes to the international quality of Continuous Resources reporting
➢2 130 Numbering requests and 688 Correction requests issued in 2023
➢3 740 Numbering requests and 992 Correction requests issued in 2022
➢2 655 Numbering requests and 805 Correction requests issued in 2021

*on 2023/09/01
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The Mir@bel network's contribution

The Mir@bel network : facilitating access to ejournals
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One-stop access to information on the entire life cycle of 
each resource : over 160,000 external links.

A data verification interface for powerful curation work.
Reliable, up-to-date, high-quality information on how to 

access journals online and promotion of open access

A network of over 300 professional contributors
~17,000 journals listed, including 14,000 open-access 

journals
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Improving referencing

Improve identification of the open access 
resources, and possibly of their genealogy, 

by requesting an ISSN number

Target

Free access to foreign 
electronic titles

With print ISSN but no 
electronic ISSN

Scope

Mir@bel detects titles 
without ISSNs

A lever for improving the referencing 
and visibility of resources "off-radar" 

of the Abes networks

Mir@bel

Around 750 titles

Covering 88 countries and 
75 different ISSN centers

Volume

Work still in progress

709 requests submitted
302 requests validated  
12 requests refused

Report

In early 2022, Abes will 
launch a project to 
assign ISSNs using 

Mir@bel data.

Mir@bel & Cidemis
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Top ISSN Centers with the most requests

USA 
100 requests 

ISSN International Center
88 requests

Canada
59 requests

Belgium 
52 requests

Switzerland 
44 requests

Spain 
34 requests

Turkey
15 requests

Germany 
52 requests

Legend :

Validated 
requests

Refused 
requests

Pending 
requests
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Thank you for your attention ! 

Please write us for any questions, feedback or remark 
about Cidemis : cidemis@abes.fr
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