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Providing archive and data services since 1961



What is a Data Archive? 

SSDA



What do data archives typically do? 

● Data collection, management and preservation 
● Research support through the data lifecycle
● Data and computing support 
● Instruction on, tools, methods, data 

management and analysis
● Reflects empirical nature of social science 

research and the advent of centralized 
computing and statistical computing



SSDA



2014

Joins the Library

Brought into the library to continue and 
amplify the operations and services of the 
Data Archive within the Digital Initiatives and 
Information Technology (DIIT). 

1977

Social Science Data Archive

Joined the Institute for Social Science 
Research (ISSR) 

1961

Political Behavior Archive

Started by political science professor Dwaine 
Marvick. In 1962, became a founding member 
of the Inter-university Consortium for Political 
and Social Research. In 1964,. joined Survey 
Research Center under Eve Fielder

2018

Planning move into YRL

Moving into .Northeast corner of the second 
floor of YRL.

Social Science Data Archive





Role of the Data Archive in Soc. Sci. Div.
● Supported social science research through all stages of 

a project, including:
○ hypothesis or area of study development
○ grant and funding activities
○ data collection, analysis, management, and 

communication
○ long term preservation of research 

data/results/artifacts









● Approx. 600 datasets (some unpublished, ask us)
● Mostly from surveys, public opinion polls, and de-identified 

administrative records.
● Include studies on:

○ Political, social & economic attitudes and behavior
○ Studies of health status and health outcomes
○ International surveys of occupational and social mobility
○ Los Angeles County Social Surveys & California Polls

Collections

https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/ssda_ucla


SSDA in the Library



Data is the central currency of science, but the nature of scientific data 
has changed dramatically with the rapid pace of technology. – Ted Hart 
(@emhart), et. al., Ten Simple Rules for Digital Data 
Storage.doi:10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005097

Access to the computational steps taken to process data and generate 
findings is as important as access to data themselves. – Victoria Stodden, 
Enhancing reproducibility for computational methods. Science 09 Dec 
2016 : 1240-1241. 10.1126/science.aah6168

http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005097
http://doi.org/10.1126/science.aah6168




The Data Archive will continue to support all phases of the data 
lifecycle:
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Thank You

25

ucla-data-archive@googlegroups.com


