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JCDRP

Jewish Digital Cultural Recovery Project - pilot project Adolph 
Schloss Collection



Adolph Schloss Collection
Wikibase as a store for structured data and short texts: artworks, 
provenance information, people, events (https://wbdev.jdcrp-research.eu)

Pilot project website: presentation layer built on the data (https://pilot-
demo.jdcrp.org/)

https://wbdev.jdcrp-research.eu
https://pilot-demo.jdcrp.org/
https://pilot-demo.jdcrp.org/


Data on Adolph Schloss Collection
Research data: artworks, provenance information, people, events

• Collection Reconstruction: artworks and their provenances, including pre 
Schloss transactions


• Events related to paintings, translocations, splitting up of the collection


• Granular data using triples


• Build queries and generate views


• Collection of primary data





provenance  
statements



[…]

Sale of a portrait



bring your data items into 
Wiki pages:


provenance statements  
listed in object page



Modeling provenance data…
• Planned model should have been more granular, but existing data does not 

always fit the model


• Ownership statement: owned by … from … to


• Transfer of ownership statement: sales, by inheritance etc.



Incorporate data from your items in Wiki pages



Lessens learned working with data items and pages

Structured data is important to query on but in order to tell a story one 
needs to write text.

A conceptual well prepared data model requires granular data, 
sometimes we do not have the time or information to do this.



Visualizing Data



Listing: paintings and related inventory entries 



inventory scan and entry



Map: paintings 
plundered in Munich and  
then recovered



https://wbdev.jdcrp-research.eu/wiki/Sample_Queries



Why Wikibase for research data?

• Flexiblity in modelling data


• Visualizations und views


• Images included


• Conflcting evidence


• Vagness, incompleteness



Dates

Extended Date / Time Format (EDTF)

https://www.loc.gov/standards/datetime/edtf.html

Handle dates like „summer 1945“

https://www.loc.gov/standards/datetime/edtf.html


Artists and Attributions

Different perspectives:

Artist names add value to an artwork

Artist names give context - creation event, artists workshop

Artist names mean restrictions - legal context, export


=> data model?



Discussion

Classical provenance statements have a very limited view, we have a 
other events connected to a case.

How complex should the data model be? What is our focus?

Structured data vs. text / storytelling.

Attributions in the contexts of art sales, translocations and looting.

Possible questions



Thank you!
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