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No Open Access without Open Infrastructure



Guided by a shared set of values

Bibliophilia
love and care 

for books 📚

Community-led
driven by the community 

of communities dedicated 

to public knowledge and 

the love of the book

Open and Public Knowledge 
inclusive, open source, open access, open 

ways of working

(Biblio)diversity, 

equity, and 

inclusion

Scaling Small
collaboratively 

networked with like-

minded entities

Anti-competitive
opposed to the competitive practices that 

pit presses as well as other stakeholders in 

open publishing against one another in the 

pursuit of financial profit

Non-hierarchical
pro-horizontal 

relationships

More information on Copim’s values-led approach: https://www.copim.ac.uk/about-us/mission/

https://www.copim.ac.uk/about-us/mission/


Why metadata?

Metadata = “data about data”; a key element to enable 
anyone to find research (and anything else, really) on 
the Internet. 

Relevant for Open Access publications for the provision of bibliographic 
information in a structured way, while also indicating the open permissions 

granted for others seeking to use that work.

💡 An essential part of the OA knowledge ecosystem!



Metadata - indexing

Three “Layers” Of CC Licenses, under the Creative 
Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license.

https://wikieducator.org/File:License-layers.png
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en


Metadata is a Love Note to the Future

Image “Metadata is a love note to the future”, cropped. 
Original by cea + on Flickr under a CC BY 2.0 license.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/centralasian/8071729256/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Metadata – indexing, JATS

Three “Layers” Of CC Licenses, under the Creative 
Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license.

https://wikieducator.org/File:License-layers.png
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/deed.en


and platforms for Open Access books
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Dissemination System”

Stone, G., Gatti, R., van Gerven Oei, V. 
W. J., Arias, J., Steiner, T., & Ferwerda, E. 
(2021). WP5 Scoping Report: Building an 
Open Dissemination System. Community-
Led Open Publication Infrastructures 
for Monographs (COPIM). 
10.21428/785a6451.939caeab

https://doi.org/10.21428/785a6451.939caeab


Issue I: Metadata & Dissemination: smaller, non-profit, and library-based 
OA publishers struggle with metadata management and dissemination 

• ‘Leaky pipeline’: metadata running through intermediaries often gets truncated
• Commercial solutions are expensive / not tailored to OA books > metadata often managed in 

custom spreadsheets 
• Dissemination channels require different output formats according to different specifications 

> technical knowledge required is often absent, leading to lower discoverability 
• Established OA book metadata from commercial vendors often of low(er) quality 
• Some ‘features’ of commercial platforms include extended data tracking and corresponding 

surveillance practices across the web that we are convinced are not in the best interest of 
their customers

• Metadata often not openly licensed > limiting re-use and remix



Issue 2 – Archiving of small publishers’ contributions to the scholarly 
record: smaller, non-profit, and library-based OA publishers often lack 
expertise & resources with regards to archiving of their outputs.  

As a recent study dissecting the archiving and preservation status of Open 
Access books suggests, there is … 

“reason for concern for the long tail of OA books distributed at 

thousands of different web domains as these include volatile cloud 
storage or sometimes no longer contained the files at all ” 

Laakso, 2023

https://doi.org/10.1108/JD-02-2023-0016


https://thoth.pub Non-profit CIC

https://thoth.pub/


Metadata Management 
Service: Ingest 

Direct data entry via UI or API

Import already-existing metadata from 
other platforms (e.g. ScienceOpen) and 
local title management systems via REST 
API, or structured data (e.g. ONIX)



Data Output
automatic file generation adhering to established 

standard formats & platform specifications



Data Output
automatic file generation adhering to 

established standard formats & platform 
specifications 

- multiple export formats: 

ONIX 3.0, ONIX 2.1, CVS, JSON, KBART, BibTeX, 
Crossref DOI deposit, MARC 21 record, 

MARC 21 Markup, MARC 21 XML



Interoperability via open APIs

Using Thoth’s open APIs, partners have already been 
able to integrate Thoth data in the context of …

• Catalogues

• Platforms

• Publisher websites

• Customised data searches / outputs

• Connect with other systems (e.g. ScienceOpen’s
BookMetaHub)

• Repository deposits (data & content) via the Thoth 
Archiving Network



Catalogues

e.g. ScholarLed consortial
catalogue

https://simonxix.github.io/
scholarled_catalogue/

https://simonxix.github.io/scholarled_catalogue/


stakeholders: Platforms

Platforms

Pulling data from 

Thoth into a variety of 

widgets / data fields

e.g. Open Book Collective 
shared catalogue

https://openbookcollective.org/books/

https://openbookcollective.org/books/


Publisher Website

• White-label template w. 

Thoth integration

• uses Thoth’s open API

• Customisable widgets / 

data fields

See https://www.openbookpublishers.com/ for 
live demo

https://www.openbookpublishers.com/


Thoth Distribution Services

(Semi)automated processes for distributing metadata 
and content on behalf of publishers

Publisher 
A

OAPEN

DOAB

JSTOR

EBSCO Host
Project MUSE

Google Books

DOI Deposits of books, 
chapters, and references

… many more

Integrate with library catalogues (via API or MARC21 / MARCXML records)



Distribution Services: Thoth Archiving Network

Joining open silos – the Thoth Archiving Network is a repository-led 
proof-of-concept to enable small presses to archive their books via a network 

of repositories at HEIs and National Libraries

The Thoth Archiving Network invites repositories interested in becoming 
involved to get in touch with us.



🤝🏽Support us via 

Non-profit service model

https://openbookcollective.org/
view/package/20/summary/

https://openbookcollective.org/view/package/20/summary/
https://openbookcollective.org/view/package/20/summary/


Ingest Export

Free

Plus

• API

• UI

• ONIX

• GraphQL API

• Export API

Metadata Services
• Formatting
• Backlist Ingest
• Validation/Enhancement

Distribution Services
• Curated (meta)data and 

book delivery
• Archiving/Preservation
• Support/Training

Non-profit service model – Pt 2



Thoth Plus – metadata 

& dissemination services



DOI 
registration 
with 
Crossref*

Submission undertaken on behalf of publisher with…

… Content & Metadata 
Platforms

… Metadata 
Aggregators

… Archiving solutions

A ✅ OAPEN*, or Zenodo DOAB Internet Archive

B ✅

A + JSTOR*, Project MUSE*, RNIB 
Bookshare, Library Genesis, 
Google Books, EBSCOHost*, 

ProQuest*, Clarivate WoS Book 
Citation Index

A + Jisc KB, 
ProQuest Ebook 

Central, EBSCO KB, 
OCLC KB

Thoth Archiving Network 

(incl. IA)

Our packages

* = additional membership fees incurred by the service provider, 

please refer to Pricing for details & potential exceptions.



Notes on pricing / fees
Disclaimer: Submission to all of the above platforms is contingent upon specific platform criteria and any 

agreements that will need to be signed between the Thoth user and the respective platform (a 

publisher-specific account might be required by some of those platforms).

The above Thoth service pricing excludes 3rd-party platform fees (marked above with an * asterisk) , e.g.:

- JSTOR: $100 per title

- Project MUSE: $100 per title

- Crossref: per-publisher membership fee, to be waived for small publishers participating 

in the Thoth Crossref Sponsorship. No provision of Thoth DOI prefix, but working with 

publisher-specific DOIs & prefixes. Individual book and chapter DOI fees to be covered 

by Thoth for those sponsored publishers.



Per-book 
fee of

Submission undertaken on behalf of publisher with…

… Content & Metadata 
Platforms

… Metadata Aggregators … Archiving 
solutions

A £75.00 OAPEN, or Zenodo DOAB Internet Archive

B £125.00

A + JSTOR*, Project MUSE*, 
RNIB Bookshare, Library 
Genesis, Google Books, 

EBSCOHost*, ProQuest*, 
Clarivate WoS Book Citation 

Index

A + Jisc KB, ProQuest 
Ebook Central, EBSCO KB, 

OCLC KB

Thoth Archiving 

Network (incl. IA)

Pricing model



Per-book 
fee of

Submission undertaken on behalf of publisher with…

… Content & Metadata 
Platforms

… Metadata 
Aggregators

… Archiving 
solutions

A £75.00 OAPEN, or Zenodo DOAB Internet Archive

B £125.00

A + JSTOR*, Project MUSE*, RNIB 
Bookshare, Library Genesis, Google 

Books, EBSCOHost*, ProQuest*, 
Clarivate WoS Book Citation Index

A + Jisc KB, 
ProQuest Ebook 

Central, EBSCO KB, 
OCLC KB

Thoth Archiving 

Network (incl. IA)

Pricing model - discounts

Thanks to the Open Book Futures project funding provided by 

Research England and Arcadia, we are able to offer a 50% discount

on all fees through to April 2026, with the discount sign-up period 

ending Dec 31, 2024.



Bespoke services

Creating book- and chapter-level 
metadata from PDF provided by the 

publisher

Metadata 
creation

Pricing: £50.00 / title
plus 50% discount

through Dec 31, 2024

Bespoke services to publishers with 
larger backlists to ingest in Thoth, incl. 

check-ups and recommendations 
regarding potential improvement of 

data quality

Data Check 
& Ingest

We are in principle able to submit 
content to a large number of 

content and metadata aggregator 
platforms, see an indicative 

overview here.

Dissemination

Custom pricing upon request Custom pricing upon request

Interested? Please get in touch with Hannah Hillen (Metadata & Publisher Outreach 

Specialist) and Toby Steiner (Product Manager) at info@thoth.pub

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W2IGcBV45aUv7bdT5_0fkgItPA3aqGRPBU9EbUbnpvM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:info@thoth.pub


Crossref Sponsorship
This will allow individual publishers to sign up to Crossref 
membership directly via Thoth. For publishers who join 
Crossref via Thoth, their annual membership fees will be 
waived, and Thoth will step in to cover the per-DOI costs 
of DOIs registered by publishers through that sponsorship. 

Interested in learning more about the benefits of joining Crossref 
through Thoth’s Sponsorship? Read more about this in our recent blog 
post on the Copim community PubPub, and directly on Crossref’s
webpages, and get in touch with us via info@thoth.pub.

https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/new-team-members-collaborations-services-update-from-thoth/
https://www.crossref.org/membership/about-sponsors/#western-europe
mailto:info@thoth.pub


Collaborations with like-minded 
community-led infrastructures



Next steps

• Improving UX, and formalising Thoth offering and business model

• Expanding the number of publishers using Thoth for metadata management 
and distribution services

• Improving bibliodiversity: extension of the geographic and linguistic reach 
beyond anglophone countries

• Enhancing interoperability with other open infrastructures 

e.g. PKP’s Open Monograph Press, COKI’s Books Analytics Dashboard 
project

• Creating a network of National Libraries to host & archive OA books – led by 
British Library and National Library of Scotland



🔗

🐘

📧

Thoth Contact details

https://thoth.pub/
mailto:info@thoth.pub

