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What disciplines does WGII cover?

• Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability
• Global, Sectoral and Regional Aspects
• Includes genetics, ecology, urban 

planning, health, economics, social 
science, …….



AR5 Impacts and Attribution

SPM and Chp 18









Observed and 
projected changes 
in climate inform 
risk







IPCC Sixth Assessment Report Cycle
AR6 Assessment Report

Special Reports

§ Global Warming of 1.5°C (2018)
§ Climate Change and Land (2019)
§ Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (2019)

§ WGI The Physical Science Basis (2021)
§ WGII Impacts, Adaptation, Vulnerability (2021)
§ WGIII Mitigation of Climate Change (2021)
§ Synthesis Report (2022)



Special Report on the Ocean and 
Cryosphere in Changing Climate (SROCC) 
1. Framing and Context of the Report
2. High Mountain Areas
3. Polar Regions
4. Sea level rise and implications for low lying islands, 

coasts and communities
5. Changing ocean, marine ecosystems, and dependent 

communities
6. Extremes, abrupt changes and managing risks
Cross-chapter box: Low lying islands and coasts



Summary for Policymakers 
Technical Summary

1 Point of departure and key concepts
SECTION 1: Risks, adaptation and sustainability for systems impacted by climate change

2 Terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems and their services
3 Ocean and coastal ecosystems and their services
4 Water
5 Food, fibre, and other ecosystem products
6 Cities, settlements and key infrastructure
7 Health, wellbeing and the changing structure of communities
8 Poverty, livelihoods and sustainable development

SECTION 2: Regions
9 Africa
10 Asia
11 Australasia
12 Central and South America
13 Europe
14 North America
15 Small Islands

SECTION 3: Sustainable development pathways: integrating adaptation and mitigation 
16 Key risks across sectors and regions
17 Decision-making options for managing risk
18 Climate resilient development pathways

CROSS-CHAPTER PAPERS
ANNEXES

WGII AR6 Outline: from natural to human systems and regions 
to synthetic approaches



AR6 WGII Timetable



WGII Risk Framework



SECTION 2: Regions (Chapters 9-15)

9. Africa [~50 pages]

10. Asia [~50 pages]

11. Australasia [~30 pages]

12. Central and South America [~50 pages]

13. Europe [~40 pages]

14. North America [~40 pages]

15. Small Islands [~30 pages]



• Information on selected regional and sub-regional climate characteristics and 
zones 

• Summary Table and/or figures with WGI and WGII information, combined with risk 
assessment (e.g., SREX SPM.1)

• Detection and attribution of observed impacts in natural and human systems on 
diverse time scales 

• Region specific information on exposure and vulnerability
• Current sectoral climate risks, including specific regional and sub-regional 

considerations related to land, coasts and regional oceans 
• Cultural and psychological dimensions (values, attitudes, ethical aspects, 

identity, behaviours, and different types of knowledge systems) 
• Observed impacts and projected risks including identifying key risks and residual 

risks as well as development pathways depending on rate and level of climate 
change, including extremes and sea level rise

• Diverse adaptation options including opportunities, enablers, limits, barriers, 
adaptive capacity, and finances

• Governance and economic aspects including legal, institutional, financing, price 
responses, and trade

• Cross sectoral, intra-regional, and inter-regional issues including 
consideration of temporal scale 

• Interaction of risks and responses to climate change with sustainable 
development pathways 

• Lessons from case studies 

Common elements across all regional chapters



AR6 SPECIAL REPORT LINKS TO WGII: 
REGIONAL CHAPTERS

AR6 Regional Chapters

• Detection & Attribution, 
Responses 

• Sectoral Risks
• Cultural & Psychological 

Dimensions
• Impacts & Risks (incl

Extremes & Sea Level 
Rise)

• Adaptation Options
• Governance & Economic

Aspects
• Sustainable Development 

Pathways

SRCCL

• Land-Climate
Interactions

• Desertification
• Land Degradation
• Food Security
• Synergies, Trade-offs, 

integrated Response
• Risk Management & 

Sustainable
Development

SROCC

• High Mountain Areas
• Polar Regions
• Sea Level Rise
• Changing Oceans
• Extremes, Changes, 

Risks
• (Low Lying Islands & 

Coasts)

SR15

• Compatible
Mitigation Pathways

• Impact on Natural & 
Human Systems

• Global Response
• Sustainable

Development



THEMES CUTTING ACROSS WORKING 
GROUPS I, II, III

• Regional Aspects 
• Risk and Uncertainty 
• Adaptation-mitigation Interactions
• Cities and Climate Change
• Geoengineering
• Global Stocktake
• Scenarios



REGIONAL NATURE OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE

ITS IMPACTS

DETERMINANTS OF REGIONAL VULNERABILITY 
AND ADAPTATIVE CAPACITY

EVOLUTION OF SOCIETAL 
VULNERABILITY



WGII data
Accommodate WGII information

Connect to cross WG information

Baselines

Regional Atlas

SSPs - As socioeconomic factors are 
important contributors to both the 
vulnerability and adaptability of 
human and natural systems


