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Our Beginnings



Vision

Aims to shape the academic 
research and literary landscape of 
the region by contributing to its 
unique Qatari and Arab voices, 
ideas and perspectives

Encourages and 
supports talents 
throughout the 
writing and creative 
process



Our Products



Academic Publishing

QScience.com
HBKU Press’s open access, 
academic publishing platform 

Home to:
• A variety of journals
• +1000 academic articles
• +2000 conference proceedings

The open access platform with 
Creative Commons licenses is 
aimed at increasing the impact 
of the publications



Trade Publishing

Books in Arabic and 
English for children, 
adults, and young adults

Variety of fiction, 
non-fiction, educational 
and reference material, 
children’s literature, 
and translations



Community Outreach

Information sessions

Workshops for researchers, 
authors, illustrators, teachers, 
children, etc.

Training and development

Sponsors various conferences

Donates to charity



Mission

As a dedicated platform for academic and trade publishing, 
HBKU Press strives to foster, support and highlight Qatari and 
regional academics, authors, illustrators and translators.



Outline

● Why publish open access and its benefits 

● Debunking myths and misconceptions

● Open access options

● Choosing an open access license 



Why open access?



Why publish Open Access? 

● Increase visibility, readership and impact

● Comply with open access requirements

● Faster online publication and manuscript submission

● Rigorous peer-review by leading specialists

● High-quality editorial services and support

● Retain the copyright of your work



Benefits of Open Access to Qatar

● Increase readership and impact of published work

● The efficient distribution and access to information are 
essential in the development of a knowledge-based economy

● Open access ensures a visible and transparent return on 
publicly funded research, and there is an expectation that 
open access of research findings will have a positive effect on 
R&D

● Alignment with Qatar National Vision 2030 goals of providing 
suitable economical diversification in which a 
knowledge-based economy is characterised by innovation, 
entrepreneurship and excellence in education



Benefits of Open Access to Researchers

● Open access increases the visibility, usage, and impact of 
research

● Open access publications can lead to higher citations 
rates

● Research findings can be easily accessed by the general 
public

● Open access is compliant with international grant 
regulations. 

● Open access allows text mining (helps uncover trends 
and connections between different bodies of work



Cumulative number of Open Access policies adopted by type of 
institution (Tennant et al., 2016)

Tennant JP, Waldner F, Jacques DC et al. The academic, economic and societal impacts of Open 

Access: an evidence-based review [version 1]. F1000Research 2016, 5:632 (doi: 

10.12688/f1000research.8460.1)



Studies that investigated the citation advantage grouped by 
their conclusion (Tennant et al., 2016)

Tennant JP, Waldner F, Jacques DC et al. The academic, economic and societal impacts of Open 

Access: an evidence-based review [version 1]. F1000Research 2016, 5:632 (doi: 

10.12688/f1000research.8460.1)



Benefits of Open Access in Innovation



Benefits of Open Access to Students

● Students’ access to research is dependent on 
institutional subscriptions, giving smaller 
schools a disadvantage

● Students can access content from anywhere 
with an internet connect and are not limited to 
schools’ library resources

● Students’ access to content possible beyond 
graduation 

● Educators can reuse open access content for 
teaching purposes (Open Educational 
Resources) 



Benefits of Open Access to Doctors and Patients

● Medical practitioners can have access to 
wide-variety of current and high quality 
medical information to make the best 
decisions for their patients 

● Patients have access to high quality and peer 
reviewed content and can investigate 
medical literature themselves to be more 
aware of their conditions 



Altmetric Top 100 Articles (2016)

https://www.altmetric.com/top100/2016/#



Benefits of Open Access to Developing Countries

● Institutions in developing countries have less 
library and research budgets compared to 
developed nations 

● Open access to information can help all 
stakeholders:
○ Researchers
○ Students
○ Public
○ Universities 



HBKU Press OA Platform visited by 226 countries



What are other 
publishers saying during 
OA Week 2017?



Open in order to...

https://oaspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/
10/Open-in-order-to...-OASPA-OA-Week-2
017.pdf



Open in order to...

https://oaspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/
10/Open-in-order-to...-OASPA-OA-Week-2
017.pdf



Debunking Open Access 
Myths and 
Misconceptions



Myth # 1 
Access is not a problem



Myth # 1 
Access is not a problem

Reality : 
We do not not have access to all scholarly literature & 
journal subscriptions vary from one university to another 
and from one country to another 



Myth # 2
Open access articles are 
not peer reviewed



Myth # 2
Open access articles are 
not peer reviewed

Reality : 
Open access journals are peer reviewed like subscription 
journals - just because an article is available without a 
subscription does not mean it is not peer reviewed 



Myth # 3 
Open Access is expensive



Myth # 3
Open Access is expensive

Reality : 
Many open access journals are free to publish 
Average cost of publishing is less than $ 1000
Many publishers offer fee waivers for low income and 
low-middle income countries



Myth # 4 
Authors have to pay open 
access article processing 
charges themselves 



Myth # 4
Authors have to pay open 
access article processing 
charges themselves 

Reality : 
Fees can be covered by grants, universities, APC funds



Myth # 5 
Publishing open access is 
not prestigious or high 
quality  



Myth # 5 
Publishing open access is 
not prestigious or high 
quality  

Reality 
There are several high impact factor open access journals
“Prestigious” journals offer open access options 



Impact and price of OA not correlated 

T Andrew - 2012 - Gold Open Access: Counting the Costs



Myth #6

Publishing open 
access negatively 
affects careers



Reality 
Open access makes work more visible, more downloaded 
and can lead to higher citations

Myth #6

Publishing open 
access negatively 
affects careers



Myth # 7
“Because it is open 
access, work will be 
more easily 
plagiarised” 



Reality 
Open access is not attempt to relax rules against 
plagiarism. 

Myth # 7
“Because it is open 
access, work will be 
more easily 
plagiarised” 



Myth # 8

“Work is not 
protected by 
copyright”



Reality 
Open access is not an attempt to reform, violate, or 
abolish copyright. It’s compatible with copyright law as it 
is. 

Myth # 8

“Work is not 
protected by 
copyright”



Creative Commons License Legal Code 

Listing of court decisions that discuss or are 
directly relevant to Creative Commons 
licenses available. 



Creative Common Licenses Are Not Only for 
Journals



Myth # 9 
Publishing in journals is 
the only way to publish 
open access



Myth # 9 
Publishing in journals is 
the only way to publish 
open access

Reality 
Publishing in journals is one way - researchers and 
authors can publish open through “green route” and 
deposit work in repositories 



How to Publish in OA



What are your open access options

Björk, B.C., 2017. Open access to scientific articles: a review of benefits and challenges. 
Internal and emergency medicine, 12(2), pp.247-253.



Open access for books

The Imaginary Journal of Poetic Economics

http://poeticeconomics.blogspot.qa/


How to choose an OA 
license 



Different Licences ….



http://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/



http://foter.com/blog/how-to-attribute-creative-commons-photos/



Creative Commons License Selector

https://creativecommons.org/choose/



Growth of CC - BY 

“To fully realise that potential of 
open access to research 
literature, barriers to reuse need 
to be removed”



Thank You!



Visit us @



This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

