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A 30-year old Chinese man initially presented in 2009
with left subcortical ischemic stroke. Patient had border-
line hypertension but no history of diabetes mellitus or
hyperlipidemia.

The case illustrates the occurrence of progressive intra-
cranial stenosis in young patients, which is unlikely to
be atherosclerotic in nature. The manifestation is rela-
tively common in Asian population [1].

A. A hyper-intensity consistent with subcortical infarc-
tion in the left middle cerebral artery distribution.
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B. A magnetic resonance angiogram demonstrated high-
grade stenosis of the left middle cerebral artery involv-
ing M1 and M2 segments (see arrows). There appears to
be stenosis in the supraclinoid segment of the left inter-
nal carotid artery.
 

C. In 2013, a repeat magnetic resonance angiogram dem-
onstrated complete occlusion of the left middle cerebral
artery and high-grade stenosis of the left middle cere-
bral artery involving M2 segments (arrows).
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