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Figure 1: Graph visualisation of archaeo.social and adjacent Mastodon servers. Source: https:
//www.comeetie.fr/galerie/mapstodon/

Description

In November 2022, the microblogging service Twitter (now X) was acquired by billionaire Elon
Musk, triggering the first of several exoduses of its users. Amongst those who left the site for
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other platforms, or who simply stopped using it, were archaeologists and other scientists.
‘Science Twitter’ had been a prominent venue for scholarly communication on social media,
providing a platform for researchers to talk directly to each other and to the public (Cheplygina
et al. 2020). Its sudden disintegration was a wake-up call for many, highlighting the risks of
entrusting public scientific discourse to a single private corporation.

Amongst several alternatives, Mastodon emerged as the primary destination for scholars leav-
ing Twitter (Insall 2023). Mastodon is similar to Twitter in its design and function, but rather
than being controlled by a single corporation, it is a decentralised network of individual servers
based on free and open source software. Servers ‘federate’ with each other using an open, W3C-
standardised protocol (ActivityPub), allowing communication across Mastodon instances and
a wider ‘Fediverse’ of interoperable services. The Fediverse presents a golden opportunity
for scholars to reclaim ownership over the infrastructure that supports their participation on
social media, and other aspects of their online experiences, too (Brembs et al. 2023). We cre-
ated archaeo.social to encourage the use of federated social media for scholarly communication
in archaeology. As of August 2023, it has 675 users, though many more archaeologists are
registered with other servers in the Fediverse (Shilobod, Titolo, and Visser 2023).

The aim of this panel is to critically examine this nascent community and the role of the Fedi-
verse in the future of scholarly communication. We invite discussion of the use and potential
of decentralised social media for archaeology; of risks, challenges, and critiques; and reflections
on the future trajectory of archaeo.social and archaeology in the Fediverse more broadly.
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