
3640917813879

ISBN 978-1-387-36409-1
90000

Vol. 7/No. 4 October/November 2017

Access this journal online at https://jistudents.org/

JOURNAL=OF=

INTERNATIONAL=STUDENTS

A=Quarterly=Publication=on=International=Education

V
o
l.=
7
/
N
o
.=
4
=
O
c
t
o
b
e
r
/
N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r
=
2
0
1
7

K
r
is
h
n
a
B
is
t
a

J
O
U
R
N
A
L
O
F
I
N
T
E
R
N
A
T
I
O
N
A
L
S
T
U
D
E
N
T
S



  

                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 7/No. 4 October/November 2017  
 

JOURNAL OF  
INTERNATIONAL  

STUDENTS 
																 

  A Quarterly Publication on 
International Education 

 
   

Access this journal online at: https://jistudents.org/  
 
 
 



Copyright © 2017 by Journal of International Students 

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced 
or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of 
the publisher/editor except for the use of brief quotations in a book review 
or scholarly journal. 

Printing: 2017 
Print ISSN 2162-3104 
Online ISSN 2166-3750 

http://jistudents.org/ 

Disclaimer 
Facts and opinions published in Journal of International Students (JIS) 
express solely the opinions of the respective authors. Authors are 
responsible for their citing of sources and the accuracy of their references 
and bibliographies. The editors cannot be held responsible for any lacks or 
possible violations of third parties’ rights. 



CALL FOR
RESEARCHERS

Are you buzzing with ideas and energy to create  
cutting-edge research about international students?

Do you want to enhance the global visibility and  
impact of your research on international students?

StudyPortals’ mission is to empower the world to choose education.
Based in the Netherlands, StudyPortals’ team of over 175 people is 
working towards enhancing international student mobility and making 
education choice transparent. In 2017, 30 million users are expected to 
use StudyPortals for informing their education abroad choices.

BENEFITS

 Co-author research 

 Receive a stipend 

 Gain visibility 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS

 Bit.ly/intResearch 
Access the link to submit your interest 

Dr. Rahul Choudaha (rahul@studyportals.com)
Vice President of Global Engagement and Research at StudyPortals

Dr. Carmen Neghina (carmen@studyportals.com) 
Head of Intelligence at StudyPortals

http://bit.ly/intResearch


 

  

 
 ISSN: 2162-3104 Print/ ISSN: 2166-3750 Online 

Volume 7 Number 4 October/November 2017  
© Journal of International Students 

   http://jistudents.org/ 
 

THE ROLE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS IN  
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT TRANSITION AND SUCCESS 

 
Guest Co-Editors:  
Christina W. Yao and Chrystal A. George Mwangi 
 
Editor-in-Chief:  Krishna Bista 
 
Special Issue Reviewers 

 
• Amir Reza (Babson College) 
• Ann-Margaret Themistocleous (Anderson University) 
• Carine Ullom (Ottowa University) 
• Christine Fiorite (Joliet Junior College) 
• Christopher Sullivan (University of Missouri-St. Louis) 
• Daniel Dickman (Ivy Tech Community College of Indiana) 
• David Starr-Glass (SUNY Empire State College) 
• Dongmei Li (University of Texas at Austin) 
• Eun Jeong Park (The Ohio State University) 
• Fujuan Tan (Morehead State University) 
• Gwendolyn Williams (Auburn University) 
• Hannah Covert (Tulane University) 
• Juanjuan Zhao (Independent Scholar) 
• Lesley Robinson (St. Edward's University) 
• Manjet Kaur Mehar Singh (Universiti Sains Malaysia) 
• Meggan Madden (George Washington University) 
• Ourania Katsara (University of Patras) 
• Prabin Shrestha (Independent Scholar) 
• Regine Lambrech (International Education Consulting) 
• Santiago Castiello (University of Arizona) 
• Sora H. Friedman (SIT Graduate Institute) 
• Takahiro Sato (Kent State University) 
• Yolanda Palmer-Clarke (University of Saskatchewan) 
• Yukari Amos (Central Washington University) 

 
 
 
 

 



 

  

Journal of International Students 
October/November 2017 │ Volume 7 │ Number 4 

An interdisciplinary, peer reviewed publication, Journal of International Students 
(Print ISSN 2162-3104 & Online ISSN 2166-3750) is a professional journal that 
publishes narrative, theoretical and empirically-based research articles, student 
reflections, and book reviews relevant to international students and their cross-
cultural experiences and understanding. Published quarterly, the Journal encourages 
the submission of manuscripts from around the world, and from a wide range of 
academic fields, including comparative education, international education, student 
affairs, linguistics, psychology, religion, sociology, business, social work, 
philosophy, and culture studies.  

All articles published in the Journal of International Students are indexed 
and listed in major databases and sources: 
 

 
 
Authors and Submissions 
 
The Journal audience includes international and domestic students, faculty, 
administrators, and educators engaged in research and practice in international 
students in colleges and universities.  

a) Peer-reviewed Article - includes manuscripts that focus on the 
interpretation, implication, or significance of research work related to 
international students and scholars from various disciplines (between 4,500 
to 7,500 words).  

b) Research in Brief – includes manuscripts that focus a specific topic or 
question using new data or conceptual framework that does not require a 



 
full-length manuscript; up to two figures/tables, and maximum 5-
8 references (1,500-2,000 words). 

c) Study Abroad/Reflection - includes descriptions and perceptions from 
students and scholars concerning another culture, language, people and 
society from an insider or outsider perspective (between 1,000 to 2,500 
words).  

d) Book/Dissertation/Film Review - includes reviews and critiques of the 
written work of scholars from a number of disciplines related to 
international students (between 750 to 1,200 words).  
 

Please e-mail your manuscript to the Editor, Dr. Krishna Bista at 
contact@jistudnets.org. Include your full address with email and telephone number. 
Follow APA 6th edition in your citation and references. Double space. Times New 
Roman with 12 font size.  
 
This Journal is a non-profit publication and has been operating through the 
voluntary services of editors, copy editors, reviewers and guest editors. All positions 
in the Journal are unpaid. There is no fee for submission or publication.  
 
For further information  
 
Krishna Bista 
Founding Editor – Journal of International Students 
http:/ /jistudents.org/ 
E-mail: contact@jistudents.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

 
ISSN: 2162-3104 Print/ ISSN: 2166-3750 Online 

Volume 7, Number4 October/November (2017)  
© Journal of International Students 

   http://jistudents.org 
 

Special Issue on the Role of Student Affairs in International Student 
Transition and Success 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 Editorial 

 
Empirical: 
 

I-III 

1. Racializing Experiences of Foreign-Born and Ethnically  
Diverse Black Male Engineering Graduate Students: Implications 
for Student Affairs Practice, Policy, and Research  
Brian A. Burt, Alexander Knight, Justin Robeson 
 

925-943 

2. Academic Advisors and Their Diverse Advisees: Towards More 
Ethical Global Universities  
Yuko Ikegami Lee, Amy Scott Metcalfe 
 

944-962 
 

3. Supporting Chinese Undergraduate Students in Transition at U.S. 
Colleges and Universities 
Kerrie A. Montgomery 
 

963-989 

4. International Students’ Cocurricular Involvement at a University 
in South Africa  
Sapna Naik, Matthew R. Wawrzynski, Joelle Brown  
 

990-1009 

5. Exploring the Influence of Student Affairs on Adjustment and 
Adaptation for Indonesian Graduate Students  
David J. Nguyen, Jay B. Larson 
 

1010-1029 

6. Problematic areas of host university support services for short-
term mobility students  
Adriana Perez-Encinas, Jesus Rodriguez-Pomeda,  
Mikulas Josek 
 

1030-1047 

7. The Role of Student Affairs in a New University in a  
Conflict Zone  
Enakshi Sengupta 
 
Practitioner: 
 

1048-1064 

8. Strategies and Initiatives in Acculturation: Voices from Ghana  
Susan Boafo-Arthur, Dzifa A. Attah, Ama Boafo-Arthur,  
Thomas D. Akoensi 

1065-1079 



9. A Collaborative Programming and Outreach Model for
International Student Support Offices
Peter Briggs, Ravichandran Ammigan

1080-1095 

10. Peer support for international doctoral students in managing
supervision relationships
Sherrie Lee

1096-1103 

11. Ivy League Experience: Increasing care, increasing engagement
Silvester G. Mata, Jr.

1104-1112 

12. Providing Culturally Relevant Services for International Black
African Collegians in the United States: A Guide for Student
Affairs Professionals
Ifeyinwa Uchechi Onyenekwu

1113-1125 

13. Troubling Metaphors and International Student Adjustment:
Reflections from a Transnational Place
David Starr-Glass

1126-1134 

14. Recurring Themes Across Fractal Issues Facing International
Students: 2016 Dissertations and Theses
Krishna Bista, Uttam Gaulee

Book Review:

1135-1151 

15. Developing the Global Student: Higher Education in an Era of
Globalization Internationalization in Higher Education Series
Roger “Mitch” Nasser, Jr.

1152-1156 



 

I 
 

Invited Editorial 

ISSN: 2162-3104 Print/ ISSN: 2166-3750 Online  
Volume 7, Number 4, October/November (2017) pp. I-III 

© Journal of International Students  
 http://jistudents.org/ 

 
 

Role of Student Affairs in International Student 
Transition and Success 

 
Guest Co-Editors:  

Christina W. Yao and Chrystal A. George Mwangi 
 

International student mobility has grown significantly in recent years, with 
over 4.1 million students in 2013 who studied abroad around the world 
(Institute of International Education [IIE], 2016). With the changes in 
student demographics and increased mobility, student affairs professionals 
are in a unique role to support international student transition and success. 
Unfortunately, current research and practice in higher education tends to 
place a high level of responsibility on the international student to 
successfully transition to a new campus environment or places the 
responsibility on the international student affairs/student services office to 
solely work with these students. Given the multi-faceted needs of 
international students, we argue that it is critical for student affairs 
professionals across functional areas to be prepared to support this diverse 
population.    

In this special issue, scholars and practitioners from around the 
world provide insight on how different functional areas and professionals 
can contribute to the transition, inclusion, and success of international 
students in postsecondary education. We define student affairs broadly as a 
profession or university unit(s) that advances the mission of higher 
education institutions via curricular and/or co-curricular functions, supports 
student learning and development (e.g., academically, emotionally, 
socially), and encompasses administration, management, advising, and/or 
counseling services for students (Manning, Kinzie & Schuh, 2014; Nuss, 
2003). 

We start with Burt, Knight, and Robeson, who provide insights on 
the racializing experiences of foreign-born Black graduate students in 
Engineering, which is a population often omitted from the international 



 

 
 

student literature situated in the United States. Nguyen and Larson continue 
the theme of supporting graduate students, as they explore the role of 
student affairs on the academic adjustment and adaptation for Indonesian 
graduate students. Lee then takes us to New Zealand in a practitioner 
narrative that discusses the importance of peer networks for international 
doctoral students. 

Authors also address undergraduate international students’ 
experiences with student affairs. Perez-Encinas, Rodriguez-Pomeda, and 
Josek highlight the challenges facing short-term mobility students in 
Europe, with implications for student support services at host institutions. 
International student support is also emphasized in Montgomery’s empirical 
article that illuminates the importance of supporting Chinese first-year 
students in their transition to U.S. colleges. Naik, Wawrzynski, and Brown 
examine the outcomes of cocurricular involvement on international students 
in South Africa, an understudied population in the literature.  

Several authors in this special issue provide insights on the role of 
student affairs and functional areas on international student experiences. 
Sengupta shares findings related to student expectations of student affairs at 
the American University of Kurdistan, a new institution developed in a 
conflict zone. We then learn from Lee and Metcalf about how institutional 
expectations of academic advising personnel are limited when considering 
how the student populations in Canada and the U.S. are becoming more 
internationalized. In a review of “Developing the Global Student: Higher 
Education in an Era of Globalization,” Nasser discusses the book’s premise 
that campus administrators should focus on better preparing U.S. students to 
engage with international students and a global world as a means of creating 
a more positive college environment for international students. 

Practitioner voices illuminate practical solutions for addressing 
international students’ needs. Boafo-Arthur, Attah, Boafo-Arthur, and 
Akoensi share personal narratives on how they navigated their host nations 
as international students from Ghana, with suggestions for student affairs 
practice. Onyenekwu stresses the importance of culturally relevant services 
for Black African college students in the United States, with seven helpful 
suggestions for student affairs professionals. Briggs and Ammigan share an 
effective collaborative model for structuring a successful international 
student support office that was implemented at two large U.S. universities. 
Mata continues the sharing of effective practices, with his recommendations 
situated in an Ivy League institution. Finally, Starr-Glass takes us on a 
conceptual reflection on the potentially negative effects of labeling students 
“international” and how metaphoric labels may limit students’ transition and 
adjustment to their host campus.  



 

III 
 

While much of the institutional support for international students is 
provided from International Student Affairs/Services offices, this special 
issue demonstrates that all functional areas in Student Affairs have a 
responsibility to ensure that international students feel supported and 
included on their college campus. The articles present a fuller understanding 
of the diverse experiences of international students and the many ways in 
which student affairs practitioners can engage in targeted work with this 
student population. We hope that the selection of work presented here helps 
to inform future research and practice on university resources, programs, 
and staffing structures that can foster the success of international students. 

We want to acknowledge and thank our graduate students, Victoria 
K. Malaney, Kaleb L. Briscoe, and Crystal E. Garcia, for assisting us with 
copy editing and general support for this special issue.  
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