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The UDHR: An Inspiration 
for Human Rights Charters

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), proclaimed by the UN Assembly on 
December 10, 1948, is a touchstone and an 
inspiration for similar instruments. 
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The ECHR: The European 
Response to the UDHR

• The European Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR), drafted by the Council 
of Europe in 1950, is considered the 
European response to the UDHR.

• 46 Council of Europe member states 
are parties to the ECHR.

• The convention has eleven protocols, 
which amend the convention 
framework.
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The American HR 
Instrument
• The American Convention on Human Rights 

(ACHR), also known as the Pact of San José, was 
adopted by the American states was adopted on 
22 November 1969 and entered into force on 18 
July 1978.1 

• Many provisions are enshrined in the earlier 
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of 
Man (Bogotà Declaration), approved by the 
Ninth International Conference of American 
States on 2 May 1948. The Bogotà Declaration is 
world's first international HR instrument, which, 
while not a treaty itself, constitutes an obligation 
for those states that have not ratified the 
American ACHR, such as Cuba and the United 
States.
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1 American Convention on Human Rights, UN Registration 27 August 1979, No.
17955, in OAS Treaty Series No. 36; UN Treaty Series Vol. 1144, p. 123 (New York,
N.Y.: UN, 1987).



The African HR Charter

• The African (Banjul) Charter on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights (ACHP), adopted by the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in 1981, 
mirrors the UDHR.
• The OAU was established on 25 May 1963 
and disbanded on 9 July 2002. It was 
replaced by the African Union (AU), which 
consists of 55 member states.
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The Islamic Version of 
the UDHR
• The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam
(CDHRI), adopted by the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) in 1990, which follows the first Muslim 
instrument, the Universal Islamic declaration of human 
rights, adopted by the Islamic Council of Europe in 1981, 
can be considered the Islamic version of the UDHR. 
• The OIC is  is an intergovernmental organization 
founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member states, with 48 
being Muslim-majority countries. 
• The Islamic Council is an organisation established in 
1973 to coordinate the work of Islamic centers and 
organizations in Europe, with headquarters in London, 
and is affiliated with the Muslim World League. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Marco Marsili, Universal Declaration of Human Rights: An Inspirational Charter —UNequal World Conference 2023



HR in the Lens of 
Sharia
• The OIC lists the UDHR among the basic 
international human rights instruments.
• The preamble to the Cairo Declaration, which is 
widely acknowledged as an Islamic response to 
the UDHR, emphasises “the efforts of mankind to 
assert human rights, to protect man from 
exploitation and persecution, and to affirm his 
freedom and right to a dignified life in accordance 
with the Islamic Shariah”. 

• The CDHRI provides that right to life must be 
protected and may be taken only in accordance 
with Sharia law (Art. 2). 

• The principles of Sharia – the Islamic law – do 
not correspond to those governing human rights 
according to Western standards.
• The CDHRI fails to reconcile Islam with 
universal human rights, especially insofar as it
considers Sharia law as its sole source of 
reference.
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The Arab Charter
• The Arab Charter was updated and adopted in 2004, after a first 
version issued on 15 September 1994 was no ratified by any state 
and finally came into force in 2008 when seven of the members of 
the League of Arab States ratified it. 
• The Arab League is a regional organization of Arab states in the 
Middle East and parts of Africa, formed in Cairo on March 22, 1945, 
as an outgrowth of Pan-Arabism. Currently, the League has 22 
members.
• The charter affirms the principles contained in the UDHR, the 
CDHRI and the international covenants on human rights.1

• The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, said 
the charter is incompatible with international norms and standards 
on human rights.2
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1 The International Bill of Human Rights was the name given to UN General Assembly Resolution 217 A (III) and two international treaties 
established by the United Nations. It consists of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted in 1948), the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) with its two Optional Protocols and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (1966). The two covenants entered into force in 1976.
2 UN News Centre, Arab rights charter deviates from international standards, New York, N.Y., UN, 30 January 2008, 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=25447#.WQj2nFLd4qI.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=25447


The Asian HR Declaration 
• The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) is a political and economic union of 10 
sovereign states in Southeast Asia, established on 
8 August 1967, that replaced the Association of 
South East Asia (ASA), constituted on 31 July
1961.
• In 2012, ten ASEAN members states adopted 
the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD), 
which in its preamble recalls the UDHR.
• Nevertheless, the AHRD fails to include several 
key basic rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including the right to freedom of association.
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Conclusions
• Since the UDHR was adopted, it served as a model for 
many regional HR instruments.

• Despite references and similarities with the UDHR 
some instruments like the CDHRI show limits related to 
religious constrains—e.g., the Islamic Shariah—that do 
not ensure the full implementation of fundamental 
human rights. 

• Some charters like the ACHR are incompatible with 
international norms and standards on human rights since 
Western and Arab values diverge substantially, and these 
differences are reflected in such instruments.

• The AHRD suffers from the inspiration of autocratic 
regimes that promoted it and hence fails to include 
several key basic rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including the right to freedom of association. 

• While it served as the inspiration for many similar 
instruments, the UDHR is still unique and inimitable.
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Thanks for your attention
La commedia è finita!



• Skype: marcomarsili
• Twitter: @marcomarsili1
• Telegram: @MarcoMarsili
• Facebook :@marco.marsili1
• E-mail: info@marcomarsili.it
• Slack: marco-marsili.slack.com 
• Site: https://www.marcomarsili.it
• ORCiD: 0000-0003-1848-9775

DO
I: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10299185

This study was carried out within the LEDI project (Ref. SOE_0000045) and received
funding from the European Union Next-GenerationEU – National Recovery and Resilience
Plan (NRRP) – Mission 4, Component 2, Investiment No. 1.2 – CUP No. H73C22001290001.

Dipartimento di Filosofia e Beni Culturali, Università Cà Foscari di Veenzia (DFBC-UNIVE); Centro de Investigação e Desenvolvimento do Instituto Universitário Militar (CIDIUM); Centro de Investigação, Desenvolvimento e Inovação da Academia Militar (CINAMIL);
Centro de Investigação do Instituto de Estudos Políticos da Universidade Católica Portuguesa (CIEP-UCP); Centro de Estudos Internacionais (CEI-IUL) do Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (ISCTE-IUL); Centre for Strategic Research and Analysis (CESRAN)


