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recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of
freedom, justice and peace in the world,

disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in
barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the
advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and
belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest
aspiration of the common people,

it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a
last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights
should be protected by the rule of law,

IEXIESN i is essential to promote the development of friendly relations
between nations,

XIS che peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed
their faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
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human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined
to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation
with the United Nations, the promotion of universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the
greatest importance for the full realization of this pledge,

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard
of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual
and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall
strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and
freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure
their universal and effective recognition and observance, both among the
peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories
under their jurisdiction.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

ARTICLE | AT human beings sre bornfr and equal in digny and ARTICLE £ 1 (1) Everyane hasthe right 0 seck snd 10 njoy in oher an xinence worthy of buman dgary. nd seppicemented,f necemsey
mghts They are endored wih esson and consrence e showld ct ountoes ay b fom perseution 2 Thes ght may ot b imvoked in by ceher means of secialprotetion. (4 Exeryone has the right o form
towards one nothee 103 st of botherhood the case of prosecions pen o rompobocal crimes o and 10 o trade unions foc the protection of his merests

change s matonabay

tat f the courtry o teriory 1o which  perscn bengs, whether  be

ARTICLE 15 (1) Everycme hasthe right o 8 ationsby (2) No cae
Sl be arbraniy depenv of his nabcealty nor deeved he right 1o

rom acts conray 3 the purposes nd pencipiesof the Unied Nations

VRTICLE2 | Everyone has the right 1o rest and lesare, inchoding

ceasonable lmtation of woeking hoos and periodc hotudays withpay

ARTICLE3 (1) Everyone has the right 10  standard of liing.

ey Aobisa oot ety tomrec ARTICLE 16 (1) Men 04 women of full ag, withost ey lmitaion
ARTICLE  Everyone ha the rght o b, Wbty s scurtyof
- nitld 1o special care and assstance. Allchildren, whetber bora n or
ARTICLE 1 No ane shall be hed i shvery o servitde;savery and protection by socety and he Siste ot af wedlock. shall exoy the same socal preectioa
e shllbe probebied i il the foems.
ARTICLE 17 (1) Everyons has he right 0 own property alone s well ARTICLE 20, (3) Byay e R i edmmaton Bosemien sl
ARTICLES No ase shall be subjected o fortare ot crel. inhumn 25 1 asociation with athers. (2) No one shall be ariranly depived of e e, ot beat i the clementary and fundamestl stages. Elementary
or degrading vestmest o punishmest s eoperty ducstion shall be compulscry Techmcsl 1nd professsonsl eduestion
ahall e made generally availble and hgher education shall be equaly
ARTICLEG Everycne hasthe right o recogniion verywhere 333 ARTICLE 1 Everyone has th right o frsedom of thought,conscence @) Bdecation
porsce befors e e s elgzon, hi g e freedom to hange i el or el pope ity e s i
and fresdom, exther skomeor i comamanity with hers snd n publc o

ARTICLET All v eqesl befoe the b and ae ntited without any
scrmnsncn 10 cqusl retect of e L All v etled 0
protecton sgsest am drscriminstcn 1ol of i Drclastcn
sgamst am mcnemers t such dcrimination

he nght 0 anefscne remedy by the
foe acts volating e damcetal s
it b by he st o by

1 Noco shll b subyeced o sebarary sren, detessc o

st m full cqualey o et

empartsal tbunal, i the deteminatcn of

ons and of sy crmnalcharge gt b

pensiey

prvate.to mimafest e o seck. rcerve and impar nfomtson nd s

hrough sny et and regardiens of f

ARTICLE 19 Everyone hasthe right o freedo

ARTICLE;20 (1) Everyone has theright o freedom of pescefl
ARTICLE21 (1) Everyons has theright o take part i the government

of o county, drely o thromgh frhy chosen represeanes (2)

Everyone hasthe nght 1 cqual acces 0 pubb sevice i hs county

3) The will o the e shll b the bass of the thonty of

nermest, this will shll b express 1 periodie and e

clectces which shall b by ol and el sffase and shll b
dent free otmg procedues

held by scret v or by o

ARTICLE 12N cne shll b
i peivacy, famly, home or coreponden
oo and reputison. Exeryooe hasthe righ o th preecs

sgaest such derfrsence o atacks

ARTICLE 13(1) Everycne has the rght o frceom of monement and

leave any counry,inchaing his cwn,and 0 reuen fo b conmiry

sl cooperatce and m cccedance wih he ocgamrston snd
resonsces of exch St o the oo

e scial and culturs ights

digay and

ARTICLE23 (1) Everyons s the right
emplogment. 1o st and fourabe condsions of werk and 1o proeection

ek, o ree chovee of

agaens emplayment (2) Eeryone, wibout sy discnmmaton,bas
forcqual work () E

15h 0 ot and favcurableremumeration ensarm fo hself and e

family

UNITED NATIONS

of espectfor humam ights and fundamenta frcedoms It shall promote.
ndersianding. toiers
religious groups, and shall furber the sctivities of the Unitod Nations

mce aod fiendship amceg; ol nations, racal or

fo the mastenance of peace (3) Paeats have & prior right 10 choose
the kind of education that shall be gven to thew children

ARTICLE27 (1) Everyome has the right freely to participae in the

cultural e of the communiy, 4o ejoy thearts and 10 shave i scemtific
advamcement and ts benefts (2) Everyone has the right 1o the
on of the moral and maerial interets resulting from any

peote
sientific, Inecay o aristi peoduction of which b i the author

ARTICLE2N Everyone s cntited o & social and inermational order

2 which the rights 3nd freodoes set forth i this Declaration cam be
flly resired

ARTICLE20 (1) Everyone has duies to the community in which
alone the ree and ful dvelopment of hus persoaality s possible (2)In
the exercise of his ights nd freedoms, everycme shal be sbyect oy

0 such limitatsons asare determined by i s

secunng due recogntion and respect for the nghis and freedoms of
others and of meeting the jus requirements of meraliy public order
ocity. (3) These rights and

pranciples of he Usriod Naticas

ARTICLES0 Nothing i this Declaration may be imterpreted 55
implying foc any State, group o person amy right to cngage in any
actvity o 1o perform sy act ssmed ot the destruction of smy of the
rights and fresdoms set forth herein. religion o bebef in teaching.
peactce, worship and cbservance

The UDHR: An Inspiration
for Human Rights Charters

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
UDHR), proclaimed by the UN Assembly on
December 10, 1948, is a touchstone and an
inspiration for similar instruments.
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European Convention

on Human Rights The ECHR: The European
Response to the UDHR

 The European Convention on Human
Rights (ECHR), drafted by the Council
of Europe in 1950, is considered the
European response to the UDHR.

e 46 Council of Europe member states
are parties to the ECHR.

 The convention has eleven protocols,
which amend the convention
framework.
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The American HR
Instrument

 The American Convention on Human Rights
(ACHR), also known as the Pact of San José, was
adopted by the American states was adopted on
22 November 1969 and entered into force on 18
July 1978.1

* Many provisions are enshrined in the earlier
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of
Man (Bogota Declaration), approved by the
Ninth International Conference of American
States on 2 May 1948. The Bogota Declaration is
world's first international HR instrument, which,
while not a treaty itself, constitutes an obligation
for those states that have not ratified the
American ACHR, such as Cuba and the United
States.

1 American Convention on Human Rights, UN Registration 27 August 1979, No.
17955, in OAS Treaty Series No. 36; UN Treaty Series Vol. 1144, p. 123 (New York,
N.Y.: UN, 1987).

Organization
of Amerlcan States

American
Convention
on Human Rights

(Pact of San José)
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AFRICAN (BANJUL) CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS

Adopted 27 June 1981, OAU Doc. CAB/LEG/67/3 rev. 5, 21 I.L.M. 58 (1982), entered into
orce 21 October 1986)

Preamble

[he African States members of the Organization of African Unity, parties to the present
onvention entitled "African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights",

Recalling Decision 115 (XVI) of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government at its
sixteenth Ordinary Session held in Monrovia, Liberia, from 17 to 20 July 1979 on the
reparation of a "preliminary draft on an African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights
rroviding inter alia for the establishment of bodies to promote and protect human and
reoples' rights'';

“onsidering the Charter of the Organization of African Unity, which stipulates that
'freedom, equality, justice and dignity are essential objectives for the achievement of the
egitimate aspirations of the African peoples';

Reaffirming the pledge they solemnly made in Article 2 of the said Charter to eradicate all
orms of colonialism from Africa, to coordinate and intensify their cooperation and efforts
o achieve a better life for the peoples of Africa and to promote international cooperation
1aving due regard to the Charter of the United Nations. and the Universal Declaration of
Tuman Rights;

aking into consideration the virtues of their historical tradition and the values of African
ivilization which should inspire and characterize their reflection on the concept of human
ind peoples' rights;

Recognizing on the one hand, that fundamental human rights stem from the attributes of
wman beings which justifies their national and international protection and on the other

The African HR Charter

* The African (Banjul) Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights (ACHP), adopted by the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) in 1981
mirrors the UDHR.

* The OAU was established on 25 May 1963
and disbanded on 9 July 2002. It was
replaced by the African Union (AU), which
consists of 55 member states.

-
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The Islamic Version of
the UDHR

* The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam
(CDHRI), adopted by the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in 1990, which follows the first Muslim
instrument, the Universal Islamic declaration of human
rights, adopted by the Islamic Council of Europe in 1981,
can be considered the Islamic version of the UDHR.

 The OICis is an intergovernmental organization
founded in 1969, consisting of 57 member states, with 48
being Muslim-majority countries.

* The Islamic Council is an organisation established in
1973 to coordinate the work of Islamic centers and
organizations in Europe, with headquarters in London,
and is affiliated with the Muslim World League.
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HR in the Lens of
Sharia

* The OIC lists the UDHR among the basic
international human rights instruments.

* The preamble to the Cairo Declaration, which is
widely acknowledged as an Islamic response to
the UDHR, emphasises “the efforts of mankind to
assert human rights, to protect man from
exploitation and persecution, and to affirm his
freedom and right to a dignified life in accordance
with the Islamic Shariah”.

5 * The CDHRI provides that right to life must be
protected and may be taken only in accordance
with Sharia law (Art. 2).
T

e

R\

S - * The CDHRI fails to reconcile Islam with
: universal human rights, especially insofar as it
- considers Sharia law as its sole source of
t reference.

.

-

* The principles of Sharia — the Islamic law — do
not correspond to those governing human rights
according to Western standards.

P—
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The Arab Charter

* The Arab Charter was updated and adopted in 2004, after a first
version issued on 15 September 1994 was no ratified by any state
and finally came into force in 2008 when seven of the members of
the League of Arab States ratified it.

Arab Charter on * The Arab League is a re%ional organization of Arab states in the
H Rizh Middle East and parts of Africa, formed in Cairo on March 22, 1945,
uman Rights as an outgrowth of Pan-Arabism. Currently, the League has 22

members.

e The charter affirms the principles contained in the UDHR, the
CDHRI and the international covenants on human rights.?

* The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, said
the charter is incompatible with international norms and standards
on human rights.?

1 The International Bill of Human Rights was the name given to UN General Assembly Resolution 217 A (1) and two international treaties

glwiVl (Ggdal aihgll mngall established by the United Nations. It consists of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (adopted in 1948), the International
7(7((77(),;11h1',o7'g,bh National Institution for Human Rights Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966) with its two Optional Protocols and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights (1966). The two covenants entered into force in 1976.

2 UN News Centre, Arab rights charter deviates from international standards, New York, N.Y., UN, 30 January 2008,
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The Asian HR Declaration

* The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) is a political and economic union of 10
sovereign states in Southeast Asia, established on
8 August 1967, that replaced the Association of
South East Asia (ASA), constituted on 31 July
1961.

* In 2012, ten ASEAN members states adopted
the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD),
which in its preamble recalls the UDHR.

* Nevertheless, the AHRD fails to include several
key basic rights and fundamental freedomes,
including the right to freedom of association.
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Conclusions

e Since the UDHR was adopted, it served as a model for
many regional HR instruments.

* Despite references and similarities with the UDHR
some instruments like the CDHRI show limits related to
religious constrains—e.g., the Islamic Shariah—that do
not ensure the full implementation of fundamental
human rights.

* Some charters like the ACHR are incompatible with
international norms and standards on human rights since
Western and Arab values diverge substantially, and these
differences are reflected in such instruments.

* The AHRD suffers from the inspiration of autocratic
regimes that promoted it and hence fails to include
several key basic rights and fundamental freedoms,
including the right to freedom of association.

* While it served as the inspiration for many similar
instruments, the UDHR is still unique and inimitable.
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