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Tt was a day like any other. Tt was nice
outside, the sky was clear blue.
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- Next stop, Geotop laboratory!

Located in the President-Kennedy building of
the Universite du Québec 3 Montreéal.

First, the maze of corridors...

[ turn on my computer, hoping

fo find some good news.

A surprising mysterious message
was waiting for me in my inbox.

But what could it possibly be about?

000 New message

-

From:
Aklavik community members

Some kind of new adventure maybe?



A few days earlier, a couple thousand of

kilomefers from the cify of Montreal.

Some members of the Aklavik community

meet at the David Buck S

orr Building.

From the stories of the elders
and knowledge holders, it
seems That climate was

different in the past.

Winter when T was
young seemed 5o long,
50 cold, there was so
=
much snow and lofs -

of blowing. y

~
)

Friends, T believe that if
we are fo add more information
about the climate of the past

(N our region,

T Hink T night know

some people!

Today, because
of climate change
and global warming,
you know our
weather (s really
thanging.




Ok, let's qoogle it!

Hmm. climate of the past in the North-

west Territories... let's seel

Nothing prior to 1978..
oMy MEa Temperature

Aklavik, NT

1928
1929
11930 S

Pack your things, we're
going on an adventure!

[t seens like today was not [ike any other
day affer all...

We start by sampling a core from the peatland.

West towards the peatlands around Aklavik with
prof. Michelle Garneau, in the Northwest Territories

The peat core will then be packed and labeled

before being sent fo the laboratory.

Then it will be thoroughly analysed by
the Geotop scientific team,

Go to activity 1 to see what is hiding in the peat core.




The vegetation is lush and diverse, wildlife seems fo be
theiving and there are very few signs of human presence.

The land will have to wait, as for now we head straight at
sea onboard a small moforized zodiac!

But there is no fime
for sightseeing!

We are collecting a sediment core from the The sample will then be
bottom of the sea with Jade a PhD student. analysed for prefiminary
observations at the camp!




Ml Herschel Tsland - Qikiq taruk Batk at the camp.

Then we roughly sieve the sample

Next we fake a closer fook through

fo isolate bigger particles. the binocular microscope to see

if there are some microfossils.

First we open up the sediment core
we collected from the sea floor.

The sample s full of then!
[Hll be perfect for our analysis!

That means we can prepare

and pack the sediment samples.

As they I be sent back o Geotop
[abs for further analysis.
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Tiffany then proceeds fo pick
every shell one by onel

[ gy -—
Anna sieves the sediments to N
keep only the foraminifera. —
dﬁ
Back at the Geotop labs, Sandrine just received e
the samples from Herschel [sland - Qikiqtaruk. = A ‘J
Z 1 I

The foraninifera are wheighted

and put into glass vials.

N

\

analyse them in their stable isotope laboratory.

[t's finally up to Jean-Francois and Agnieszka fo

A ¥




Herschel Tsland - Qikiqtaruk

[t's the Aklavik Youth and Elder program!

S0 we decided it would be a great

| opportunity for a community supper.

i After a roundtable of presentations, one of

the elder starts telling a story from her past.

/

In the late 8@'s, T used to work at the senior citizens home and [ remember felling one of the
elder it was so warm outside to be winter, He asked me what month it was, [ said it was already
November and he told me he recalled a particular winter when it was so warm that they
started frapping November Ist, they had o go to their fraps with canoe

S cause it was just so warm. Maybe all this is

2

just @ cycle,

Go to activity 7 to read the whole story.




Tnuvik, Northwest Territories
1 Back from the field frip.

After explaining the subject of your researches in
the area, Marie-Michele invites you for a coffee,
she says she has something that might interest you.

You seem

little lost!

I'm Marie-Michele

Marie-Michele is a postdoctoral She tells you that whalers and traders were .. and that she has some of these
researcher from the Universite Lavall faking notes of their observations of the documents in er possession!
land. sea and ice 1000 to 150 years ago..
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Go to activity 3 fo take a look at some archives.




Are you ALEST\NES

hungry?

While walking out of Northiart with Marie-Michele,

you overhear some [ocals talking about the weather.

T4 really hot foday for
his fime of the year.,

/

Yeah, we shoul
stop by Alestine’s

SEla)

Is the weather always so nice at this
fime of the year? T brought 4 [of

of warm clothes...
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Yeah we overheard some |ogals that

seemed a [ittle worried...
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Well now that you mention if, if

Hmm, T wonder how different
the seasons were in the

has been a pretty warm summer..
and it is frue that the cold
and the snow arrive [afer
Fhan if used to.

last decades

Go to activity 1 fo check the weather record during winfer




Marie-Michele and Jade tnvite you fo a weekend
getaway in a wooden cabin not too far from Aklavik.

How nicel A little break wouldn't be so bad!

Professor Boucher explains that you can determine the summer weaf
—~ conditions in which the free grew by measuring ifs growth rings.
«P “
".{)
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[t's professor [tienne Bouther
coming out of 4 dive!

\ He was looking for frees that
sank in the lake many years ago.
B\

Go fo activity 5 to help Etienne analyse the tree ring sample.




You receive the results from the Stable isotopes
Laboratory, go to activity b to unmask what it means.

At the end of the fieldwork season back
[| 0 Adavik at the David Buck Storr huilding. |

With all the stories shared and the data analysed,
there was only one thing left to do...

Gather everyone for one last community % 1
dinner, a particularly festive onel

— -

S

WJ
{

S

\
Q

(\
Lo
Q

AC

This s how your journey ends, in the land of the midnight sun.
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