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what’s an 
anthropologist doing at 

hth3.0?

● anthropologists and sociologists study the gaps 
between what people say and what people do 
to develop wider theories of social life

● Hackathons are social worlds just like any other: 
they involve rituals, social capital, and other 
forms of social relations

● I organise hackathon-like events too – and want 
to integrate theory and practice!



critical hackathon studies: a crash course

“While in principle, ‘everyone’ is invited to participate in 
the design process at hackathons, the announcements 
already show that only certain participants are 
desired, and only certain kinds of futures are 
imaginable through hackathons.”



are critical 
hackathon 

studies just 
that— 

critical?

no!
(at least, i don’t think so)

alternatives are already 
forming in response to 

these wider shifts – can 
hackathons evolve to 

encompass these?



the focus of many hackathons is shifting (back?) towards 
applied education, public good & speculative futures

(drawing from 
speculative futures)

*but are these 
replicating 

‘techno-solutionism’?



changing the focus of hackathons: creating 
counter-data sets for/in open projects 

(drawing from term 
‘counter-mapping)

*but are these really 
‘counter’? what would a 

counter-hackathon 
really look like?

Making the implicit, explicit in
academic data science



other movements are appearing: for 
maintenance, slow computing, 

slow science, knowledge commons, 
knowledge equity, data justice

can hackathons be slow and 
sustainable?

can we center other forms of 
co-creation, like maintenance?

can we center other forms of 
knowledge, aside from 

development of technology?



growing social movements for worker 
protections in universities 

and tech companies

hacking culture

*are walkouts and strikes a 
form of hacking, too?



innovation imagination

hacking
collaboration

efficient
productive

challenging, changing, moving, 
shifting, doing, shifting

care, co-creation, commons, play

effective, of service, useful, 
applied

creative, accessible, 
interoperable, maintainable

do we need to narrative hackathons differently?

how can the work 
of facilitating 
hackathons be 
applied in other 
areas of 
collective life?
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Books
● “The Innovation Complex” Sharon Zukin
● “Chasing Innovation” by Lilly Irani
● “Coding Freedom” by Gabrielle Coleman
● “Cyberfeminism Index” by Mindy Seu

Projects
● Vvvvvvaria
● Knowledge Equity Network

Articles
● “Hackathons: a field of Dreams for 

Collaborative Innovation” by Nada Endrissat

citations
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