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Analysis of open access scholarly publishing in Global South.  
A case study of open access Journals in North Africa 

 Introduction :  Open access  scholarly publishing is particularly important in North Africa in order to enable African scholars have access to high quality peer reviewed articles, 

and also to enable researchers across the globe have access to articles published by Africans researchers without any form of restriction. 

In response to the important need of access to scholarly Publishing in the North Africa, many editors have recently promoted OA journals. However, a disconnect between the 

business model of scholarly publishing, the lack of support and of experience for ensuring the quality and the transparency of the editorial process have perpetuated the  OA 

publishing in the North Africa.  

Fig.  1:  Number of publications in Algeria in 2016-2017, Source: Scientific Journal Rankings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 
•   Open Access Journals envisaged as regional and global common goods 

•   Professionalization, internationalization and sustainability of Open Access Journals in North Africa   

•  Creation of institutional OA repositories., African research results should be visible and discoverable on a global scale ( Green Open Access)  

•  Promoting standards, transparency and best practice 

 

  

Fig.  2:  Number of publications in Morocco in 2016-2017, Source: Scientific Journal Rankings 

Fig.  3:  Number of publications in Tunisia in 2016-2017, Source: Scientific Journal Rankings 

Table 1: Top 10 countries (number of publications in Africa, 2017), Source: SJR country rank 

Investment and publications in  North Africa 
 

1. Need to access academic journals. 

2. Science, Technology and Medicine: The high quality articles are submitted to international scholarly journals' paywalls  

      - to buy them back 

1. Humanities and Social Science: published mainly in local journals – urgent to increase the impact  

2. Developing Local aggregator and toll access to the journal articles 

3. The cost for scholarly journals' paywalls are increasing dramatically year by year 

 

Fig.  5:  Scientific journal published in Algeria ( 480 journals  need to be 

in  DOAJ and other databases ). Source : DGRSDT ( access 19 /10/2017)     

Fig.  6: New platform , number of Journals : 376, Number of articles: 27583 , Source: ASJP  

( access 19 /10/2017)   https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en 

Increasing demand on Open Access to publicly funded research results 

Fig.  7: platform (OJS) of Moroccan Journals, number of Journals : 91 , Source: IMIST  

( access 19 /10/2017)   https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en 

New policies for Scientific Journals in Algeria 
 

The National Commission for the Validation of Algerian Scientific Journals – decisions December 2016,  

All  Algerian Scientific Journals  ( list of 480 journals) :  

1. must be online and Open Access - No funding for print journals. 

2. must  be included in the new platform of  Algerian Scientific Journals  - Aggregation  

3. the Editor of Algerian Journal can not ask for APCs from authors, the editor will receive a compensation.  

4.  Printed Journals must be  indexed in the New platform "ASJP“ as Open Access Journals 

5. Journals need to be indexed in DOAJ, and other databases…in order to be visible on a global scale 
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Fig.  8. Number of  Journals from North Africa indexed in DOAJ, 

Source: DOAJ ( access 19 /10/2017)   https://www.doaj.org 
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Recommendations for Editors of Scientific Journals in  North Africa  
 

• Unrestricted copyright for the author 

• No exclusive publishing rights 

• No transfer of commercial rights 

• Clear licensing conditions, Preferably use of Creative Commons licensing 

• Embedded licensing information with articles 

• No mention of false Impact Factor, instead use journal citation distribution and/or 

altmetrics 
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