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NorKorr was conceived in 2018 at the National Library of Norway as
a way of disseminating, re-using, and connecting in-house digital
humanities projects.

In 2019, it moved with its project lead to the University of Oslo
library.

The project has no funding apart from time commitment—collecting
metadata from 309 letters from bokselskap.no and 138 letters from
lokalhistoriewiki.no.

In 2022, we received a small fund from Teksthub+DH for a pilot study
harvesting metadata from 8527 letters from eMunch.no.

In the same year, the code from the pilot study was successfully re-
used to harvest metadata from 2409 letters on HISonline.

NORKORR PROJECT HISTORY

11.000+ letters! 4



The NorKorr project consists of three main phases.
Phase I: Harvesting metadata from existing and
ongoing digital scholarly editions of letters.

 
Phase 2: Harvesting metadata from digitised
scholarly editions of letters available via
nettbiblioteket.no.

 
Phase 3: Harvesting metadata of digitised letters in
the holdings of (all) Norwegian cultural heritage
institutions' catalogues.

NORKORR PROJECT HISTORY

Hand-coded - application for funding

Letters to Christopher Hansteen @UB
Letters from Christopher to Andrea Hansteen @MUV

Contacting smaller edition projects
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LETTER COLLECTION OF CA. 1.500 LETTERS TO
CHRISTOPHER HANSTEEN FROM

COLLEAGUES ALL OVER THE WORLD

https://bibsys-almaprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/collectionDiscovery?vid=UIO&collectionId=81218451430002204&lang=no_NO
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NORKORR GITHUB

We run the project openly,
interatively, and well-
documented via GitHub.

Each collection has its repository
containing CMIF files as well as
code & scripts for creating
metadata from source files.

https://github.com/norkorr
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https://github.com/norkorr


OUTREACH & DISSEMINATION

In 2019 we created a 
 to have a place for

sharing news and publishing small
additions to the NorKorr corpus.
We have an  for
publications of and about Norwegian
correspondences, too.

project blog on
hypotheses.org

open Zotero library
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https://norkorr.hypotheses.org/
https://www.zotero.org/groups/2214573/norkorr


Institution Project Contact

National Library of
Norway

Bokselskap.no
NB-Kilder

Ellen N. Wiger

Munch Museum eMunch Hilde Bøe

Ibsen Center Henrik Ibsen Skrifter Nina Evensen

NTNU Library Letters of DKNVS Evelyn I. Thor

Arctic University of
Tromsø Library

Læstadius letters
Qvigstad letters

Philipp Conzett
Per Pippin Aspaas

Norwegian Institute
for Local History

Migrants' Letters
Kleiven-Prestgaard

Ellen N. Wiger
 

COLLABORATION PARTNERS
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https://www.bokselskap.no/

https://www.bokselskap.no/

BOKSELSKAP.NO - CORRESPONDENCES BY
CAMILLA COLLETT, KITTY KJELLAND,

HENRIK IBSEN (300+ LETTERS)
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https://www.bokselskap.no/


https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/wiki/Kategori:Brevsamling_Kleiven-Prestgard

LOKALHISTORIEWIKI - LETTER COLLECTIONS
KLEIVEN-PRESTGAARD (53 LETTERS) AND

NORGESBREV (85 LETTERS)
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https://www.ibsen.uio.no/

https://www.ibsen.uio.no/

HENRIK IBSENS SKRIFTER - LETTERS BY HENRIK IBSEN
(2409 LETTERS)
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https://www.ibsen.uio.no/


https://nikolai-astrup.no/nb

https://nikolai-astrup.no/en

KODE BERGEN - COLLECTION NIKOLAI ASTRUP
ARCHIVALIA (392 LETTERS)?
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https://nikolai-astrup.no/nb


PILOT: E-MUNCH

E-MUNCH LETTERS

We took the eMunch digital
scholarly edition as a point of
departure for systematically
harvesting correspondence

metadata.

Our developer created scripts
and routines for extracting

metadata from eMunch TEI-
files and auxiliary materials.

SCRIPTS

We have delivered all quality-
checked metadata in CMIF to
CorrespSearch & will archive
the dataset on Dataverse.no.

CORRESPSEARCH
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https://emunch.no/welcome.xhtml

https://emunch.no/welcome.xhtml15

https://emunch.no/welcome.xhtml


https://github.com/norkorr/MXMLM

THE 
MUNCH-XML-MUNCHER

Grabs TEI-XML files from eMunch and converts them into a CMIF
file. The following document properties are extracted from each
letter:
 

1. Document ID, which is extrapolated to form an eMunch URL
2. Document Author, with VIAF ID where applicable
3. Document Authored Date, which is converted to YYYY-MM-

DD (or YYYY-MM, or YYYY) or a range that can be from or
from-to or to.

4. Document Recipient(s), names and IDs
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https://github.com/Loke-git/MXML


https://github.com/norkorr/MXMLM

THE 
MUNCH-XML-MUNCHER

.. and then places in a hierarchy:

<CorrespDesc(DocumentID)><Author><Date/></Author>
<Recipient(s)/>.

 

Optional files enable the script to get updated dates from a
chronology file and/or placename augmentation.
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https://github.com/Loke-git/MXML


Finished digital scholarly
edition (limited resources)

Legacy systems

Some inconsistencies in TEI
encoding

Partially updated data in a
separate spreadsheet

Missing dates, missing names;
wrong dates, no placename
register

CHALLENGES
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https://correspsearch.net/en/search.html?e=d6068509-4e36-4ea7-a5da-0241b8a62cd1

MUNCH'S LETTERS AND NORKORR DATA IN THE
CORRESPONDENCE METADATA AGGREGATOR

AND SEARCH ENGINE

https://correspsearch.net/en/search.html19

https://correspsearch.net/en/search.html?e=d6068509-4e36-4ea7-a5da-0241b8a62cd1


PEOPLE
Senders and receivers of letters

1061 individuals

Edvard Munch 8527 letters

Karen Bjølstad 825 letters

Inger Munch 681 letters

PLACES
Places where letters were sent

83 different places

Christiania/Oslo 95

Paris 34 

Copenhagen 30
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TIMELINE
When were letters sent

earliest letter 1840

latest letter 1956

1906 (350 letters)

1900-1956 majority

NORKORR IN NUMBERS



Simplified version of the
MXMLM script

Based on previous work by
research assistant Ruth Sander,
adding GeoNames to the
metadata

Encoding of both editions was
heavily customized + letter
metadata in other places, too 

Awaiting fixes of minor issues

RE-USING THE XML
MUNCHER FOR
IBSEN'S LETTERS

https://github.com/norkorr/I2CMIF
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https://github.com/norkorr/I2CMIF


Ideation and
Conception of project

and general outline.

1

2018

2
Collections from

Bokselskap.no and NB-
Kilder are prepared for

CorrespSearch.

2019

The Norwegian
Institute for Local

History adds one of its
correspondence editions

in a format different
from TEI.

3

2020
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4
eMunch is selected as a

promising candidate for a
larger pilot study. 8500+

letters are delivered.
Scripts are re-used for
HISonline, resulting in

2400+ letters.

2022

2023

Review scripts created
for eMunch and

HISonline, address
challenges and solutions
and publish results and

data.
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2024

6
Apply to Norwegian
Research Council or

other funding agency for
full project funding.

????



GET IN TOUCH

Email annika.rockenberger@ub.uio.no

Annika Rockenberger | Senior Academic Librarian
 University of Oslo Library

Social Media @arockenberger
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1. "Keep Those Letters Coming!" by cogdogblog. Licensed under CC0. 1.0.
http://norkorr.hypotheses.org/files/2020/03/keepthoseletterscoming_cogdogblog_cc0.jpg
2. Photograph of Kristian and Orlaug Prestgaard, ca. 1915. Unknown photographer. Digital version of photograph
dedicated to the public domain, retrieved from Lokalhistoriewiki.
https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/images/Kristian_og_Orlaug_Prestgard.jpeg
3. Letter from Just Knut Qvigstad to Arne Garborg. National Library of Norway, Brevs. 140. CC-BY NC ND.
http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-nb_digimanus_292805
4. Letter from Maisa L. Ekenæss to Edvard Munch. 04.01.1916. Munch Museum. MM K 152, p. 2. 
https://emunch.no/K/full/No-MM_K0152-02.jpg
5. Letter from Diethelm to Danielssen. 1840. University of Bergen Library, Special Collections Ms 2083.
https://marcus.uib.no/instance/letter/ubb-ms-2083-b-1-09

6. Screenshot of the overview of the correspondence between Ivar Kleiven og Kristian Prestgaard on Lokalhistoriewiki.
Taken 08.11.2023 by Annika Rockenberger. Link to website
https://lokalhistoriewiki.no/wiki/Kategori:Brevsamling_Kleiven-Prestgard
7. Letter from Henrik Ibsen to Johan Bravo, 26.01.1870. Henrik Ibsen Skrifter online. Faksimile CC BY-NC-ND 4.0.
https://www.ibsen.uio.no/BREV_1844-1871ht%7CB18700126JB.xhtml
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