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Shared Qualitative Data: Some 
Examples



Interviews, Focus Groups, and Ecological Data

Jones, Kristal. 2020. "Seed systems in West Africa". 
Qualitative Data Repository. 
https://doi.org/10.5064/F6URYY1I. QDR Main Collection.

https://doi.org/10.5064/F6URYY1I


Context for Ethnographic Research
Videos and Online Sources

Wedeen, Lisa. 2019. "Data for: Authoritarian apprehensions: 
Ideology, judgment, and mourning in Syria". Qualitative Data 
Repository. https://doi.org/10.5064/F63776W4

https://doi.org/10.5064/F63776W4


Mixed Method Data: Archival and Surveys

Hitt, Matthew. 2019. "Replication Data for: 
Inconsistency and Indecision in the United States 
Supreme Court". Qualitative Data Repository. 
https://doi.org/10.5064/F6W7QRSX

https://doi.org/10.5064/F6W7QRSX


De-identified, Restricted Interviews & 
Documentation

Shdaimah, Corey. 2020. "Problem-Solving Courts, Street 
Level Bureaucrats, and Clients as Policy Agents in a 
Prostitution Diversion Program". Qualitative Data 
Repository. https://doi.org/10.5064/F6C8VUHP

https://doi.org/10.5064/F6C8VUHP


Why Share Qualitative Data?



Why Share (Qualitative) Data?

• Be a good colleague: Allow others to scrutinize and build on your 
work

• Be a good teacher: Students benefit from working with “real” data

• Be a good citizen: Open science is more impactful science

• Get funded and published: Scientific funders and publishers 
increasingly expect data sharing and research transparency



Re-use in practice: Graduate Thesis

https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/etd/11238

“This study is a critical program evaluation 
of two court-affiliated diversion programs 
with data collected by Corey Shdaimah 
from the University of Maryland School of 
Social Work. Shdaimah conducted a 
longitudinal study examining the 
perspectives of women exiting 
prostitution (…) through open-ended 
interviews with the participants as well as 
significant stakeholders (Shdaimah 2020).

I will be utilizing secondary data, her 
interview transcripts, of program 
participants from Specialized Prostitution 
Diversion program (SPD) in Baltimore City 
and Project Dawn Court program (PDC) in 
Philadelphia.”

https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/etd/11238


Re-use in practice: Developing & contrasting 
methodologies

https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2021.5015

“We suggest that the field can benefit from new and 
practical examples that allow researchers to compare 
different qualitative approaches, how they can be 
used in applied settings, and the unique lenses they 
bring. In order to achieve this goal, we have asked 
each author in this special issue to analyze one shared 
data set from a study exploring “postnatal care 
referral behavior by traditional birth attendants 
(TBAs) in Nigeria” (Chukwuma, Mbachu, Cohen, 
Bossert, et al., 2017). The shared data set, which was 
secured from Syracuse University’s Qualitative Data 
Repository, consists of transcripts from three focus 
groups—one with hospital health care workers, 
another with traditional birth attendants, and a third 
with TBA delivery clients (Chukwuma, Mbachu, 
Cohen, McConnell, et al., 2017). Contributing 
authors—who work within in a range of disciplines—
were encouraged to focus less on the substantive 
findings of factors affecting TBAs’ postnatal referral 
behavior, and instead aim to unearth the analytical 
contributions and insights that their approach might 
contribute to a similar data set.”

https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2021.5015


Re-use in Practice: Teaching

From Alastair Tomlinson, Cardiff Metropolitan University:

“I teach a postgraduate research methods course for approximately 130 students per 
year, across a range of health-related degree subjects. We have used the QDR to enable 
students to develop their understanding of qualitative methods, and to demonstrate 
their qualitative data analysis skills. Students register with the QDR and access a 
specified research study. As part of their course assessment, students have to critique the 
qualitative design and methods used in the research study (relevance and 
appropriateness of design methodology to research question, evidence of rigour in 
sampling and data collection methods). They then access a subset of interview 
transcripts from the study and conduct a qualitative thematic analysis using the 
approach recommended by Braun & Clarke (2013). They produce a short research report 
summarising their evaluation and analysis, presenting the key themes that they have 
developed from their data analysis, and draw a brief conclusion. The QDR has been 
invaluable in enabling our students to work with real-world qualitative materials relevant 
to their subject area – and raising their awareness of the broader issues about making 
qualitative research data available to other researchers, and the appropriate access 
controls that need to be applied.”



Ethically Sharing Human 
Participant Qualitative Data



Ethics of Qualitative Research

• Qualitative research is often relational: The relationship between 
researcher & participant can be complex and multi-layered 

• Often includes multiple interactions with varying levels of formality

• Epistemological commitments – how we get to knowledge – play an 
important role



Planning for Ethical Data Sharing

• Consider what and how to collect

• Consent for data sharing

• Manage securely

• De-identify as promised

• Control access as necessary

• Additional considerations depending on participant groups



Consider what and how to collect

• Don’t collect identifying information if you don’t need to
• Example: Focus groups

• Careful with signed study information/informed consent
• REBs/IRBs allow for oral consent when appropriate, but procedure needs to 

be documented

• Store identifying information separately from 
recordings/transcripts

• Plan for security, especially during fieldwork



Informed Consent

• Explicitly ask consent for data sharing

• Think about & ideally test appropriate language

• Don’t assume a particular view by participants

• Opt-in (sometimes called ‘tiered’) consent can be helpful

• In some cases (e.g., First Nations/Indigenous groups), additional 
community consent is appropriate (more on that later)



Data Sharing in Informed Consent: Example

Alicia VandeVusse and Jennifer Mueller, Guttmacher Institute

Potential for Data Sharing: If you agree, the transcript of your interview may be shared 
with researchers at other organizations in the future. We will take out or change any 
information that could identify you before sharing. You can be in the study whether you 
agree to data sharing or not (see Optional Consent below).

Then include after the consent to participate:

Optional consent to data-sharing:

Do you agree to allow a written copy of 
your interview to be shared with other 
researchers in the future?

• Yes

• No

In a qualitative study on abortion using this 
consent script, 92% of respondents opted 
into data sharing. 

VandeVusse A, Mueller J, Karcher S. “Qualitative Data 
Sharing: Participant Understanding, Motivation, and 
Consent.” Qual Health Res. 2022 Jan;32(1):182-191. doi: 
10.1177/10497323211054058

https://doi.org/doi:10.1177/10497323211054058


De-identifying Qualitative 
Research



De-identifying Qualitative Data: 
Between pointless and useless

https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000167-a496-df35-adef-fdf76fa30001

https://www.aclu.org/files/assets/doj_gps_tracking_memo1.pdf



Basic Guideline for De-identification

• Remove direct identifiers, or replace with pseudonyms – often not 
essential research info

• Avoid blanking out; use pseudonyms or replacements (identify 
replacements)

• Consider broadening categories instead of redacting: 
• Born in 1937 → Born in [1930-1940]
• Worked as a clerk in the zoning office →Worked [for the city]

• Consider indirect identifiers in context
• Removing one piece of information will affect how identifying another one 

is
• Who has access to the data also affects re-identification risk



De-identification: Additional considerations

• Different disciplines/methods have different norms:
• E.g., ethnography will almost always use pseudonyms and may accept 

“composite characters”. Clearly marking redactions is less common (though 
debated)

• In other fields, placeholders like “Interviewee 1” or “City 1” are sufficient

• For groups, keep a log to standardize de-identification

• Plan or apply editing at time of transcription or coding

• De-identification typically for persons, but can also be appropriate 
to mask locations or communities



De-identification exercise

• Go to: https://managing-qualitative-data.org/files/de-identification-
exercise.pdf

• Take 15minutes to de-identify the text (assume/pretend it cannot be 
found online)

• We’ll discuss together after

https://managing-qualitative-data.org/files/de-identification-exercise.pdf
https://managing-qualitative-data.org/files/de-identification-exercise.pdf


De-identification: A Solution 

I was born in Philadelphia. My parents were both born and raised in Philadelphia. My father, [Name], was Jewish and my mother, [Name], was Irish Catholic. They 

both lived in South Philadelphia [...], and there was no chance that they would meet each other. Back in those days, and even when I was growing up, Philadelphia 

was a city of great ethnic divides, where the Italian, the Jewish, the Irish, the Polish, the black community, and—to the extent there was a Hispanic community—the 

Hispanic community each lived in their own neighborhood(s) with very little interaction.

They both went to the University of Pennsylvania, but didn’t meet there. They met later on. They were both working in public assistance as social workers when 

they got married. The biggest thing was that back in those days an Irish Catholic was not very welcome in a Jewish family, and a Jew was not very welcome in an Irish 

Catholic family, so it was interesting growing up with these two ethnic backgrounds.

At Penn, my mother was president of her sorority and was a big person on campus. Interesting point, at that point the Daily Pennsylvanian, even though women 

had been there for a number of years, never had a woman’s name in the newspaper. Even though they were students there, they were never mentioned. My mother 

went to [a girls high school] in South Philadelphia.

My father went to [a co-ed high school in South Philadelphia], and then went to Penn on a [sports] scholarship. [description of his role on the team] He thought he 

may have been one of the first Jews to play in the Ivy League. He played and started his first year, but he hurt his knee and lost his scholarship—which is what they 

did back then. His picture with his team [from the 1930s] is on the wall [at Penn]. He went back and earned a degree in fine arts at Penn. He then taught art in the 

city schools, and then returned to Penn and earned a master’s degree in social work. He spent his career in social work and especially helping children. He finished 

his career as [working] for the City of Philadelphia. My mother worked in a number of social work jobs and later was a teacher in the Philadelphia City Schools. In 

[the 1940s] my parents had the first of my [...] wonderful sisters, [Martha], who we called [by a short version of that name].



Controlling Access

“As open as possible, as closed as necessary” (European Union)

• Default to open data (license “CC0” or “CC-BY”)

• Public-use & restricted data

• Timed Embargo (in 1, 3, 10, 100 years)

• Access by application
• Simple identity checks
• Signed DUAs
• Secondary IRB/REB
• Depositor approved

• Access using enclaves (physical/virtual)



Additional considerations for research on:

• Groups with special status (prisoners, children, vulnerable groups)

• Indigenous groups
• Legal requirements for research

• Community consent

• De-identification 

• CARE (Collective benefit; Authority to control; Responsibility; Ethics)/ 
Indigenous Data Sovereignty



Stay in Touch

• Email 
• QDR: qdr@syr.edu

• Sebastian: skarcher@syr.edu

• Mastodon: 
• QDR: @qdrepository

• Sebastian: @adam42smith

• Blog: https://qdr.syr.edu/qdr-blog

mailto:qdr@syr.edu
mailto:skarcher@syr.edu
https://qdr.syr.edu/qdr-blog
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