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Ever since writers, philosophers, and poets have discussed the
meanings and implications of love, they have also associated it
with particular smells. For the Elizabethan playwright
Christopher Marlowe, love was akin to ‘beds of roses / And a
thousand fragrant posies’. For Anne Eliot, the protagonist of Jane
Austen’s novel Persuasion, the joy of love was ‘almost enough to
spread purification and perfume all the way’. For the Victorian
poet George Meredith, love was the sweet scent of the briar and
the juice of ripe apples in the orchard. The intoxicating scent of
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virtuous love was pure, sweet, fragrant, and floral, and was more
widely indicative of qualities such as virtue and fidelity,
particularly in the beloved woman. In stark contrast was the
repellent stink of vice, the decaying odour of betrayal, or the

bitterness which characterised love’s departure.
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Much like the
odiferous rose
in the tradition
of courtly love,
particular
smells had the
power to
stimulate and
strengthen
feelings of love
and sexual
desire. Men and
women
accordingly
utilised  such
scents as
‘olfactory
aphrodisiacs’ to
promote their
romantic
designs and
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And so thy
thoughts, when
thou art gone,

Love itself shall
slumber on.

Percy Bysshe
Shelley, Music

when Soft

Voices Die

(1824)
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Aestheticism ® Ambergris e
Aphrodisiacs ® Arcadia e Beau e
Castoreum @ Civet ® Commercialisation
® Courtly love ® Courtship e
Cythera forest ® Dandy e Decadence e
Desire ® Fertility @ Fish e flowers
® Fop ® Fountain of Love e
Garden of Eden e Garden of Love e
Gazing @ Gift exchange @
Herring brine ® Homosexuality e
Intimacy e lavender o Letter-writing
®@ Ling @ Literacy ® Love tokens e
Lust ® Macaroni @ Marriage ® musk e
Otto of roses ® Perfume ® Perfumery e
Perspiration @ Print culture ® Quims
® Red-Herring ® Romantic love e
Romanticism @ rose ® Rosemary e
Selfhood @ Sensibility e Shopping e
Smelling ® Soil ® Sweet marjoram e
Tasting @ thyme ® Touching e

Venereal disease ® Violet ® Weeds
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