
The sonnet in Spanish in Latin American
and Philippine Modernismos

Shared and local features in content and form 
in two related but distinct traditions
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1. Philippine Modernista 
poetry in Spanish: 
characterization in earlier 
scholarship
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Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
- Metrical experimentation
- Overly rationalized

[...] sólo será poeta el que produzca 
emoción, por sencilla que sea la 
forma de que se valga (San Juan 
de la Cruz, Bécquer, etc) y no lo 
será quien se limite á hacer 
juegos malabares con el verso, 
juegos de tira y afloja, epilepsis 
métricas de las que tanto gustan 
esos calamitosos 
hispano-americanos 
degenerados en París, que, 
exentos de corazón, componen con 
el cerebro.

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.19
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Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
- Metrical experimentation
- Overly rationalized

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.19

[ English summary ]
- Actual poets should awaken 

emotions
- Modernism indulges in metrical 

epilepsy
- To the taste of Hispanic Americans 

degenerated in Paris
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- Imitation of French poetry 
via Latin American 
Modernismo 

[...] Esta desigualdad en la producción 
de los poetas filipinos hay que 
atribuirla á la abigarrada confusión 
que han hecho de los modelos [...] á 
Verlaine no le saborean en el original 
francés, sino en el sedimento que del 
célebre poeta simbolista se halla en 
cierta parte de la literatura 
hispano-americana degenerada en 
París, que es la que tanto les agrada 
ahora a los adelfos del “Club Euterpe” 
manilense. [...] La poesía que ahora 
les entusiasma es la francesa 
simbolista, acabada de prostituir 
por los bohemios ultramarinos.

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.28

Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
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- Imitation of French poetry 
via Latin American 
Modernismo 

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.28

Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
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[ English summary ]
- Their taste corresponds to French 

symbolist poetry
- Not even the original one
- But prostituted by overseas 

bohemians



- “Foreignizing” Philippine 
poetry (cosmopolitism).

Ahora todo se vuelve hablar de 
lirios (no los hay en Filipinas), de 
violetas (ídem, ídem), sin contar 
con que todo lo hallan pálido, o 
lóbrego... ¡en la región del Sol! Y 
sacan a relucir túnicas, donde no 
existe idea de tales prendas, y se 
entusiasman con las manos 
blancas, los que las tienen morenas 
... En una palabra, se va de tal 
modo desnaturalizando, 
deslocalizando mejor dicho, la 
poesía filipina, que los filipinos 
acabarán por lograr que no haya 
poesía filipina.

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.29

Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
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- “Foreignizing” Philippine 
poetry (cosmopolitism).

Retana, Wenceslao. 1909. De la evolución de la literatura castellana 
en Filipinas. Madrid: Lib. General de Victoriano Suárez. P.29

Criticism to Philippine 
modernista literature 
by Wenceslao Retana
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[ English summary ]
- They all talk about lilies and 

violets [alluding to flowers rare in 
the Philippines]

- They will end up annihilating 
Philippine poetry



2. Goals and 
research questions
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➢ Empirical assessment of Retana’s claims (also taken up by later scholars) on 
Philippine Modernista literature in Spanish, based on a larger corpus

○ Do Philippine Modernista authors imitate Latin American ones? 
○ Regarding what aspects?
○ Are there differences?
○ Do they produce an intellectual and foreignizing poetry?

➢ Corpus-based characterization of Philippine poetry in Spanish produced in 
the first half of the 20th century

Goals and research questions

11



3. Methods
Comparison between two sonnet corpora, by Philippine and 
Latin American Modernista authors
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DigiPhiLit – Why Philippine literature in Spanish?
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DISCO – Why sonnets?
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DISCO – Why sonnets?
DISCO v5.0 added:

● Philippine sonnes in Spanish by Modernist authors
● Complete sonnets by Darío and Santos Chocano
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https://github.com/pruizf/disco/releases/tag/v5.0


DISCO – Why sonnets?

DISCO v5: Automatic annotations (and rhyme and metrics manually verified) :

● Rhyme-scheme (Rhyme Tagger tool) and rhyme word
● Scansion (Jumper tool)
● Enjambment (ANJA)

Marco, Guillermo and Julio Gonzalo. (2020). Automatic Scansion of Spanish Poetry without Syllabification. arXiv:2012.12799 [cs]. 
http://arxiv.org/abs/2012.12799

Plecháč, Petr. (2018). A Collocation-Driven Method of Discovering Rhymes (in Czech, English, and French Poetry). In Taming the Corpus: 
From Inflection and Lexis to Interpretation. Springer, Cham. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-98017-1

Ruiz Fabo, Pablo, Clara Martínez Cantón, Thierry Poibeau and Elena González-Blanco (2017): Enjambment detection in a large 
diachronic corpus of Spanish sonnets. In LaTeCH-CLFL 2017, Joint SIGHUM Workshop on Computational Linguistics for Cultural 
Heritage, Social Sciences, Humanities and Literature. Vancouver, Canada: Association for Computational Linguistics. 
https://aclweb.org/anthology/W/W17/W17-2204.pdf
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Material added to DISCO (491 sonnets)

Cecilio Apóstol 5 sonnets

Jesús Balmori 30 sonnets

Manuel Bernabé 55 sonnets

José Hernández Gavira 31 sonnets

Evangelina Guerrero 8 sonnets

Fernando M. Guerrero 19 sonnets

Adelina Gurrea 5 sonnets

Zoilo Hilario 37 sonnets

Remigio Jocson 8 sonnets

Isidro Marfori 23 sonnets

TOTAL 221 sonnets

Rubén Darío 140 sonnets

Santos Chocano 130 sonnets

TOTAL 270 sonnets

Philippine corpus American corpus
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4. Results: Formal aspects
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Meters (syllable length)
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Quatrain rhyme scheme
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Tercet rhyme scheme
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Enjambment
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Metrical experimentation: 
Common to Philippine and 

American authors
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Clausulae
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Clausulae / heterostichs
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Rhyme innovations

Alliteration across rhymes Absence of rhyme
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Rhyme innovations

Poor rhymes Mixing perfect and imperfect rhymes
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Rhyme innovations

Monorhyme stanzas
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Sonnets where number of lines is untypical
Decreased number
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Sonnets where number of lines is untypical
Increased number
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Increased number

Sonnets where number of lines is untypical
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4. Results: Sonnet content
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Lexical content
Distinctive lexical items in each corpus?

Philippine corpus

21040 tokens / 5441 types

Distinctive items (without stopwords)

American corpus

21798 tokens / 5545 types

Distinctive items (without stopwords)

No items reach statistical significance

Lexical
item

Philippine 
frequency

American
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

Corazón 49 14 21.852 0.005

Patria 36 4 30.590 0.003

Filipinas 20 0 28.440 0.002
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AntConc settings:
- Keyness: 4-term log-likelihood
- Effect size: Dice



Lexical content
Distinctive lexical items in each corpus?

Philippine corpus

21040 tokens / 5441 types

Distinctive items (without stopwords)
[English translation]

American corpus

21798 tokens / 5545 types

Distinctive items (without stopwords)

No items reach statistical significance

Lexical
item

Philippine 
frequency

American
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

Heart 49 14 21.852 0.005

Fatherland 36 4 30.590 0.003

Philippines 20 0 28.440 0.002
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AntConc settings:
- Keyness: 4-term log-likelihood
- Effect size: Dice



Lexical item Philippine 
frequency

American 
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

tu 283 171 32.363 0.026

mi 227 138 25.401 0.021

nuestra 35 7 21.401 0.003

á 28 2 27.839 0.003

fué 21 0 29.873 0.002

nuestras 16 0 22.758 0.002

American corpus

21798 tokens / 5545 types

Distinctive stopwords

Lexical 
item

American 
frequency

Philippine 
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

y 860 583 45681 0.074

el 838 599 33.029 0.072

o 72 18 32875 0.007

Philippine corpus

21040 tokens / 5441 types

Distinctive stopwords
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Lexical content
Distinctive lexical items in each corpus?

AntConc settings:
- Keyness: 4-term log-likelihood
- Effect size: Dice



Lexical item Philippine 
frequency

American 
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

your 283 171 32.363 0.026

my 227 138 25.401 0.021

our 35 7 21.401 0.003

á 28 2 27.839 0.003

fué 21 0 29.873 0.002

our[+plural] 16 0 22.758 0.002

American corpus

21798 tokens / 5545 types

Distinctive stopwords

Lexical 
item

American 
frequency

Philippine 
frequency

Keyness 
(likelihood)

Keyness 
(effect)

y 860 583 45681 0.074

el 838 599 33.029 0.072

o 72 18 32875 0.007

Philippine corpus

21040 tokens / 5441 types

Distinctive stopwords [English translation]
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Lexical content
Distinctive lexical items in each corpus?

AntConc settings:
- Keyness: 4-term log-likelihood
- Effect size: Dice



Craig’s Zeta (stylo)
Slice: 300
Other settings default

Lexical content
Distinctive items

PhilippineAmerican
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50 most-frequent words without stopwords
Philippines America: Santos Chocano y Rubén Darío
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Cooccurrence frequencies
Philippine corpus American corpus: Darío y Santos Chocano

Stéfan Sinclair and Geoffrey Rockwell, "Links", Voyant 
Tools, accessed February 16, 2023, 
https://voyant-tools.org/?stopList=keywords-6d9247ec40
bac2bde50edde8d76fd36c&query=oro*&query=alma&qu
ery=vida&query=luz&query=amor&query=gloria&query=d
ios&mode=corpus&corpus=cd97c78c71d61179ae50bb06
1cf8181b&view=CollocatesGraph.

Stéfan Sinclair and Geoffrey Rockwell, "Links", Voyant 
Tools, accessed February 16, 2023, 
https://voyant-tools.org/?stopList=keywords-6d9247ec40
bac2bde50edde8d76fd36c&query=oro*&query=amor&qu
ery=alma&query=vida&query=dios&query=luz&query=glo
ria&mode=corpus&corpus=5bcddd10861119ce428529cd
4fbfdf88&view=CollocatesGraph.
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alma (soul) Philippine corpus
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Cooccurrence frequencies
alma (soul) American corpus



Rhyme word frequencies
PhilippinesAmericanos
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Rhyme words

Vocabulary density
● Philippine subcorpus: 0.631
● American subcorpus: 0.621

 
Most frequent words: vida (46); día (46); flores (31); cielo (31); oro (29)

Distinctive rhyme-words (tf-idf):
● American subcorpus: espuma (8), coro (8), cristal (7), vino (6), diamantes (6).
● Philippine subcorpus: filipinas (13), quimera (7), ejecutoria (6), refulgente (5), mujer (5).
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Rhyme words
American Philippine
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Retana and flowers
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Foreignizing: Places mentioned in the Philippine 
corpus
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Foreignizing: Places mentioned in the Philippine 
corpus

47



Foreignizing. Origin of characters mentioned in 
sonnets
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Foreignizing?
When Philippine authors mention “Far East” topics, are they talking about foreign 

elements?
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➢ Empirical assessment of Retana’s claims (also taken up by later scholars) on 
Philippine Modernista literature in Spanish, based on a larger corpus

○ Do Philippine Modernista authors imitate Latin American ones? 
○ Regarding what aspects?
○ Are there differences?
○ Do they produce an intellectual and foreignizing poetry?

➢ Philippine Modernists use the forms, and often the vocabulary, of Latin 
American Modernists. However, they are talking about different issues to the 
Latin Americans’ ones, and approaching them from a different perspective

Conclusion
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Maraming salamat sa lahat
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