
How the new version is better than the old

We implemented several new features in this version. We describe them with screenshots
next.

1. Date Input Feature:
The method for date input in the previous version is a keyboard input in dd-mm-yyyy
format

The calendar is implemented to take input for the date from the user. It is more efficient
and flexible for the user to choose a date and not type it out



Corresponding Issue: https://github.com/usmanwardag/dollar_bot/issues/15

2. The Detailed BOT messages

The initial BOT messages were very precise and did not have a detailed explanation of
what they are doing

The new BOT messages are detailed and self-explanatory of what they are doing to
give users a smooth experience in understanding and choosing the desired options

https://github.com/usmanwardag/dollar_bot/issues/15


Corresponding Issue: https://github.com/usmanwardag/dollar_bot/issues/9

3. Clean UX and UI

We cleaned up the UX and UI to make it easy for the user to onboard and understand
various options.

First, we addressed the corner case where the user may type a certain message. In the
previous version, they did not get any response back. We fixed this.

https://github.com/usmanwardag/dollar_bot/issues/9


To further facilitate the user, we added an /faq option for frequently asked questions.



We also added a help command to provide users with a quick overview of various
commands, without providing too many details.



4. Auto Bot Execution at Startup / Boot
One of the issues in the previous version was that the user had to manually start the script
each time at reboot/startup. To address this, we (i) created a shell script that executes the
Python code, and (ii) provided instructions in README to integrate the shell script in the
.bashrc file.

5. Generating PDF report
We can generate a PDF report for the user with /pdf command.

Below is an example of what the pdf looks like:



6. Python Code Documentation
Initially, .md files were created only for the functions used in the python files, we added
documentation for the functions within the python files themselves. It is easier to read and
understand now.



7. New Budget Chart
Earlier the budget was coming as a plain string, which was difficult to interpret. Now
we have introduced a colorful pie chart to analyze the budget easily.

8. Notification for exceeding budget
Now a notification is sent to the telegram each time the user exceeds his budget in any
category.



9. Expenditure Vs. Budget graph
Previously we used to get only the expenditure bar graph, now we have introduced the
budget bar too, for keeping track of the budget

10. User-defined categories:
The earlier version had some predefined categories. We introduced this new feature of
adding custom categories which allow the user to add their own categories which can
be then used to add expenses.






