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Let's make African research discoverable, together.
https://africarxiv.org 

https://africarxiv.org


Addressing the challenges by …

Providing networking opportunities for African researchers, globally

Increasing the visibility of African scholarly works online

Reducing (some of the) barriers to access research funding

Bridging language barriers 





Since 2018 operating through affiliate generalist repositories

total = 1.825 moderated research items across all disciplines



Activities include

● Information sharing and capacity building 
○ preprints 
○ preprint-based peer review
○ preprint-to-journal publishing workflows

● Country profiles
○ Mapping institutional repositories 
○ discoverability in indexing databases 
○ OA adoption over time per country

● Fostering Multilingualism
○ accepting submissions in en / fr / ar / pt / traditional African languages
○ translating (lay) summaries of research articles
○ asking submitting authors to consider a translation of the abstract



‘Decolonizing Scientific Writing for Africa’

230 English research articles by African scholars across disciplines 

translated to

isiZulu, Northern Sotho, Yoruba, Hausa, Luganda, and Amharic.

africarxiv.pubpub.org/decolonising-scientific-writing-for-africa

https://africarxiv.pubpub.org/decolonising-scientific-writing-for-africa
https://africarxiv.pubpub.org/decolonising-scientific-writing-for-africa


- from researchers working in and about Africa

Submission of Research items

- checkpoints for quality assurance

Submission Moderation 

- assigning a DOI to each submitted item
- linked to the researchers ORCID ID
- indexing in scholarly search engines 

Discoverability 



+ ensuring physical ownership and curation of research data to the African scholarly community 

+ utilizing open-source software 

Establishing local hosting of the AfricArXiv submission portal

The way forward

Direct submissions 
by individual researchers

Institutional Collections 
and Catalogues



Governance

Ebuka Ezeike

Keletso Masisi

Ayanda Madisane

Arthur Mwang'onda

Umar Ahmad

Team





Reflections on Training and Mentorship 
for Early Career Researchers.

OASPA Online Conference on Open Access Scholarly Publishing 

Aurelia Munene

2oth September 2023



Africana Journal Club Activities on Scholarly Writing

• Collaborative Critical review of  published Journal Articles on 
zoom.

• Individual Mentorship sessions on scholarly writing.

•  Linkages  and partnerships with partners providing scholarly 
writing courses: AuthorAID, TCC- Africa,  AFELT,  Writing Hub 
-Africa.

• Research Webinars on scholarly writing and open peer review.

• Working towards preprint peer review through Journal Clubs.

Using WhatsApp platform to mobilise and run the club activities. 



Africana Journal Club Membership



Open Peer Review Preprint Training and Mentorship 
Principles and Approaches

• Co- creation

• Multilinguism

• Cascading training 

• Localisation

• Openness

• On-going support



Open Peer Reviewers in Africa Team 



Outputs of the Open Peer Reviewers in Africa Program

11 participated all the training. From the collaborative review exercise, participants authored rapid PREreviews and 
collaboratively wrote a full PREreview published on the PREreview website and on Zenodo.

Templates of all resources used in the workshop were shared publicly on Zenodo under CC BY 4.0 in English, French 
and Arabic:

➔ Trainer guide 

➔ Module I Template Slide Deck 

➔ Module II Template Slide Deck 

➔ Module III Template Facilitation Document to help facilitators lead a preprint review journal club

➔ Module III Template Assignment Document - a template for facilitators to share with workshop participants 

Source: https://elifesciences.org/inside-elife/55167fa5/open-peer-reviewers-in-africa-a-train-the-trainer-program-pilot-recap 

https://prereview.org/preprints/doi-10.31730-osf.io-jh96e
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6566784
https://elifesciences.org/inside-elife/55167fa5/open-peer-reviewers-in-africa-a-train-the-trainer-program-pilot-recap


Outputs of the Open Peer Reviewers in Africa Program





Thank you
Nairobi Garage 3rd Floor 20th Century Mama Ngina Street CBD, Nairobi, Kenya

 | P. O. Box 610-0623 Parklands, Nairobi 

+254 777 363 571 | info@eiderafricaltd.org www.eiderafricaltd.org

We are open to train on research mentorship and peer review.

http://www.eiderafricaltd.org/
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