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Why
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FMA: A Dataset For Music Analysis
Defferrard, Benzi, Vandergheynst, and Bresson 2017

Goal: open dataset for Music Information Retrieval (MIR)
mostly for Machine Learning (ML)

I 106,574 tracks from 16,341 artists and 14,854 albums

I 917 GiB, 343 days of audio

I hierarchical taxonomy of 161 genres
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The Free Music Archive
http://freemusicarchive.org
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http://freemusicarchive.org


How

1. Collect

2. Clean

3. Package

4. Distribute
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Challenges

Cleaning Where to stop?

Metadata How to best describe my data?

Data formats What are the trade-offs?

Publishing Where? How?
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Challenges

Licenses
Audio various Creative Commons and similar, by the artists

Metadata CC BY 4.0
Code MIT

Data formats
Audio mp3, by the artists

Metadata csv
Code Python
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Challenges

Anticipate users
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How does it look like?
https://github.com/mdeff/fma
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https://github.com/mdeff/fma


Why code for a dataset?

I Show how it was collected and cleaned. Reproducibility!

I Data exploration. Figures for the paper!

I Baselines for some tasks.

I A guide to import and use the data.
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Pros of openness

I Forces you to make it clean.

I Makes the work more useful.

I Be transparent!

I Feedback.
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Pros of openness
https://github.com/mdeff/fma
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https://github.com/mdeff/fma


Pros of openness
https://twitter.com/m_deff/status/861985446116589569
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https://twitter.com/m_deff/status/861985446116589569


Cons of openness

I Maintenance.

I Support. Even more due to exposure!

I What about my competitive advantage?
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Cons of openness
https://github.com/mdeff/fma
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https://github.com/mdeff/fma


Slides https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.999353

Paper Defferrard, Benzi, Vandergheynst, Bresson,
FMA: A Dataset For Music Analysis, ISMIR, 2017.
https://arxiv.org/abs/1612.01840

Code & Data https://github.com/mdeff/fma

Thanks Questions?
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