
                                                                                       
  ISSN–2278-5655 

   AMIERJ          

 

Volume–XII, Issue– IV                                                                                                             July – August, 2023 

 

 

  SJIF Impact Factor: 8.343                               A Peer Reviewed Referred Journal  124 

Aarhat Multidisciplinary International Education 
Research Journal 

Original Research Article 

COMPARISON BETWEEN KOTHARI EDUCATION COMMISSION AND NEP-2020 

 

* Miss. Seema L. Kadam 

                                                                                     

* Research Student, Department of Education, Shivaji University, Kolhapur. 
 

Abstract    

This research article conducts a comprehensive comparative analysis of two significant educational policies in India: 

the Kothari Education Commission of 1964-66 and the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. It seeks to discern the 

objectives, strategies, and outcomes of these pivotal policies, shedding light on their contributions to the evolution of 

the Indian education landscape. 

The Kothari Education Commission emerged during the post-independence era, addressing the urgent need to expand 

educational access while promoting quality and equity. In contrast, NEP-2020, developed against the backdrop of 

globalization, technological advancements, and shifting work dynamics, aims to equip learners for the challenges of 

the contemporary world. 

Through a meticulous examination of curriculum and pedagogical recommendations, strategies to enhance access and 

equity, approaches to teacher training and professional development, and implementation challenges, this study offers 

a nuanced understanding of the historical and contextual foundations of these policies. It also delves into their 

profound impact on education systems, students, and society. 

By juxtaposing these significant policies, this research article endeavours to uncover enduring lessons, achievements, 

and limitations. It aims to contribute to ongoing dialogues on education reform and policy development in India, 

fostering a deeper comprehension of the dynamic evolution of educational aspirations and strategies. It underscores 

India's steadfast commitment to education as a transformative force that shapes its destiny. 

The comparative analysis presented herein serves as an invaluable resource for policymakers, educators, researchers, 

and all stakeholders invested in India's educational future, providing insights from the past and present to guide the 

way forward. 

Objectives of this Article: 

1. To analyse and compare the Kothari Education Commission (1964-66) and NEP-2020 to understand their goals 

and strategies. 

2. Identify challenges in policy implementation. 
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Introduction: 

Education stands as a pivotal catalyst for societal 

advancement, enabling nations to adapt to evolving 

challenges and seize emerging opportunities. In the 

dynamic arena of education policy and reform, the 

crafting and execution of comprehensive educational 

strategies play a pivotal role in nurturing a nation's 

human capital and driving holistic development. 
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Within the rich tapestry of Indian education policy, two 

prominent landmarks come to the forefront – the 

Kothari Education Commission of 1964-66 and the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, separated by 

more than half a century. Although both of these 

seminal policies share the noble objective of reshaping 

India's educational landscape, they emerge from 

disparate contexts, embody distinct visions, and deploy 

unique strategies. 

The Kothari Education Commission, under the 

leadership of Dr. D. S. Kothari, was conceived during 

an era when India grappled with the challenges of post-

independence nation-building and the expansion of 

educational access. Its recommendations aimed not 

only to address the pressing need for wider educational 

reach but also to lay the groundwork for quality 

education and envision a just and equitable society. In 

contrast, the NEP-2020, developed in the 21st century, 

signifies a renewed commitment to redefine education 

in India. Crafted in response to the forces of 

globalization, technological advancements, and the 

evolving nature of work, the NEP-2020 seeks to equip 

learners for the complexities of the contemporary 

world. 

This research article embarks on a critical exploration, 

drawing comparisons and contrasts between the 

Kothari Education Commission and NEP-2020. By 

juxtaposing these two pivotal educational policies, our 

objective is to unearth the historical evolution of 

education in India and delve into the divergent 

paradigms of education envisioned by these visionary 

initiatives. Our goals are explicit: to discern the 

objectives of each policy, evaluate their 

recommendations concerning curriculum and 

pedagogy, assess their approaches to address issues of 

access and equity, analyse their strategies for teacher 

training and professional development, and scrutinize 

the challenges encountered during their 

implementation. Additionally, our analysis extends its 

scope beyond the policies themselves, delving into 

their repercussions on education systems, students, and 

society at large. 

Through this comparative analysis, we endeavour to 

illuminate the enduring lessons, achievements, and 

deficiencies of both the Kothari Education Commission 

and NEP-2020. By gleaning insights from the 

experiences of these policies, our intention is to enrich 

the ongoing discourse on education reform and policy 

evolution in India. As we navigate the intricate 

landscape of educational policy, this research article 

strives to contribute to a more profound comprehension 

of how educational aspirations and strategies have 

metamorphosed over the decades and how the nation's 

dedication to education continues to Mold its 

trajectory. 

The historical context for the comparison between 

the Kothari Education Commission and NEP-2020 

Post-Independence Era (Kothari Commission): The 

Kothari Education Commission was established from 

1964 to 1966, a relatively short time after India gained 

independence from British colonial rule in 1947. 

During this era, India's primary focus was on nation-

building and addressing the pressing educational 

challenges arising from its diverse population, regional 

disparities, and limited access to quality education. The 

Kothari Commission operated within a post-

independence context, where the nation sought to 

establish a robust education system to cater to the needs 

of its rapidly growing population. 

Post-Liberalization Era (NEP-2020): In contrast, the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 was formulated 

in the 21st century, more than five decades after the 

Kothari Commission's recommendations. By this 

juncture, India had undergone significant economic 

liberalization and globalization, fundamentally altering 

its economic landscape and the skills demanded by the 
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workforce. NEP-2020 is a response to these 

transformations and aims to equip learners to navigate 

the complexities of the contemporary world, with a 

strong emphasis on technological advancements, 

internationalization, and a more global outlook. 

Technological Advancements: Another pivotal 

element in this historical context is the rapid 

progression of technology. While the Kothari 

Commission operated during an era of limited 

technological resources, NEP-2020 was crafted in the 

digital age, where technology assumes a central role in 

education. This technological shift significantly 

influences pedagogy, accessibility to educational 

resources, and the requisite skills for the modern 

workforce. 

Societal Changes: India has witnessed profound 

societal changes spanning the two policy periods. 

Demographic shifts, urbanization, and heightened 

awareness of social issues have left an indelible mark 

on the educational landscape. NEP-2020 encapsulates 

this evolution with a broader commitment to equity, 

inclusivity, and social justice in education. 

Globalization: The global context has also evolved 

markedly. India's aspirations to become a global 

knowledge economy have left an indelible imprint on 

the goals and objectives of NEP-2020. These objectives 

underscore the importance of internationalization and 

global competitiveness. 

The specific challenges and opportunities of the eras 

in which the Kothari Education Commission and 

NEP-2020 were formulated: 

Kothari Education Commission (1964-66): 

Challenges: 

Nation-Building After Independence: India, having 

gained independence from British colonial rule, faced 

the monumental task of nation-building. This included 

the establishment of strong institutions and 

infrastructure, including education. 

Educational Accessibility: A significant challenge 

was the limited access to quality education, particularly 

in rural and marginalized areas. The imperative was to 

expand educational access comprehensively. 

Diverse Population: India's population was 

characterized by diversity in terms of languages, 

cultures, and socio-economic backgrounds. This 

complexity posed challenges in creating an inclusive 

and equitable education system. 

Resource Constraints: The nation encountered 

constraints in terms of financial and technological 

resources for investments in education, making 

progress in this area challenging. 

Opportunities: 

Fresh Beginning: The post-independence era 

presented an opportunity for a fresh start in education. 

It offered a chance to shape an education system in 

alignment with democratic and inclusive values. 

Social Justice Commitment: There existed a strong 

commitment to addressing social disparities and 

advancing social justice through education. 

Effective Leadership: The Kothari Commission was 

under the guidance of prominent educators and leaders 

who possessed the capacity to exert a significant 

influence on policy. 

NEP-2020 (21st Century): 

Challenges: 

Globalization Impact: The challenges arising from 

globalization, technological advancements, and rapid 

shifts in work dynamics necessitated a fundamental 

transformation in the education system. It aimed to 

prepare students for the complexities of the modern 

world. 

Digital Divide: Although technology offered new 

opportunities, it posed challenges in terms of bridging 

the digital divide and ensuring equitable access to 

digital resources. 
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Changing Work Landscape: The nature of work was 

evolving, emphasizing skills such as critical thinking, 

problem-solving, and adaptability. This required a 

reimagining of pedagogical approaches. 

Complex Diversity: India's diversity remained 

complex, and accommodating the diverse linguistic, 

cultural, and socio-economic groups in education 

presented ongoing challenges. 

Opportunities: 

Technological Advancements: The 21st century 

witnessed unprecedented technological advancements 

that could be harnessed for innovative educational 

approaches and the development of digital learning 

resources. 

Global Outlook: India's aspiration to become a global 

knowledge economy offered an opportunity to align its 

education system with international standards and 

perspectives. 

Educational Reform Momentum: There was a 

growing momentum for educational reform, along with 

a recognition of the need for a forward-looking policy 

capable of addressing the challenges of the modern era. 

In summary, the Kothari Education Commission 

grappled with challenges related to nation-building, 

limited access to education, and diverse demographics 

in the post-independence period. It provided an 

opportunity to shape India's education system with a 

commitment to social justice. In contrast, NEP-2020 

was designed to address the challenges stemming from 

globalization, technology, and changing work 

dynamics in the 21st century. It capitalized on 

technological advancements and aimed to align India's 

education with global standards, emphasizing the 

development of skills suited to the modern workforce. 

 Aims & Objectives of Kothari Commission: 

• Do research and provide appropriate suggestions to 

Government of India. 

• Suggestions to develop Indian education system. 

Example 1 

• Highlight the shortcomings of Indian education and 

present constructive action plan to the government 

of India 

• Bring the uniformity in Indian education system. 

Major Recommendations:  

• School education curriculum 

• School education system 

• Language policy 

• Free & Compulsory education 

• Education for democracy 

• Education for social & National integration 

• Education for international understanding 

• Common school system 

• Science Education 

• Work experience 

• Vocationalization 

• Reorganization of university 

• Utilization of facilities 

• Teacher status 

• Teacher education 

• Equalization of educational opportunity 

Merits: 

• Free & Compulsory education 

• Redefined education 

• Career based approach 

• Examined educational problems 

• Reasonable pay for teachers 

Demerits: 

• Lack of explanation 

• Conflicting 

• Inadequate guidance 

• Huge financial investment 

• Positions of heads 

CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY IN KOTHARI 

EDUCATION COMMISSION 

1. Integrated and Balanced Curriculum: 

2. Common School System: 
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3. Child-Centered Education: 

4. Multilingual Education: 

5. Experiential Learning: 

6. Teacher Training and Professional Development: 

7. Relevance of Education: 

8. Reducing Examination Stress: 

9. Extracurricular Activities: 

10. Flexible Curriculum: 

The recommendations of the Kothari Education 

Commission aimed to transform India's education 

system into a more inclusive, child-centric, and 

relevant one. While some of these recommendations 

were implemented, the extent of their success and 

adoption varied across different states and regions in 

India. 

Access and Equity of Kothari Education 

Commission: 

The Kothari Education Commission of 1964-66 placed 

a strong emphasis on improving access to education 

and promoting equity in the Indian education system. 

Here are some of the key initiatives and 

recommendations made by the commission in this 

regard: 

1. Common School System:  

2. Universal Elementary Education: 

3. Equal Access for Girls:  

4. Reservations and Scholarships:  

5. Rural Education Development:  

6. Special Education Needs:  

7. Adult Education:  

8. Support for Economically Weaker Sections:  

9. Regional Language Education:  

10. Reducing Dropouts 

Kothari Education Commission: Teacher Training 

and Professional Development: 

1. Improvement of Teacher Training Institutions: 

2. Continuous Professional Development:  

3. In-Service Training:  

4. Standardization of Teacher Training:  

5. Specialized Training:  

6. Role of Mentorship:  

7. Research in Education:  

8. Quality Assurance:  

9. Integration of Technology:  

10. Review of Curriculum:  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of India 

outlines a comprehensive set of aims and objectives 

designed to reform and rejuvenate the country's 

education system. These objectives are multifaceted, 

aiming to address various facets of education in India. 

Below are some of the key aims and objectives 

articulated in NEP 2020: 

1. Universal Access and Equity: The policy strives 

to ensure that every individual, regardless of their 

socioeconomic status, location, gender, or 

physical abilities, has universal access to high-

quality education. It emphasizes promoting equity 

and inclusivity to bridge existing educational 

disparities. 

2. Quality Education: NEP 2020 aims to enhance 

the overall quality of education across all levels, 

from early childhood to higher education. This is 

to be achieved through improvements in 

curriculum frameworks, teaching methodologies, 

and assessment practices. 

3. Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: The 

policy places a strong focus on early childhood 

education and foundational literacy and numeracy. 

It seeks to ensure that every child can read and 

perform basic arithmetic operations by a specified 

age. 

4. Holistic Development: NEP 2020 promotes the 

holistic development of students, encompassing 

cognitive, social, emotional, and physical aspects. 
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It encourages a multidisciplinary and holistic 

approach to learning. 

5. Flexible Curriculum: The policy advocates for 

curriculum flexibility, allowing students to choose 

from a wide array of subjects and courses based on 

their interests and aptitudes. This approach aims to 

reduce rigid subject boundaries and foster 

interdisciplinary learning. 

6. Multilingualism: NEP 2020 encourages the use 

of students' mother tongue or regional languages 

as the medium of instruction at the primary level. 

Simultaneously, it promotes multilingualism and 

the acquisition of other Indian and foreign 

languages. 

7. Teacher Training and Professional 

Development: To enhance the quality of 

education, the policy emphasizes the improvement 

of teacher training programs, continuous 

professional development, and support systems. 

This is intended to equip educators with the 

necessary skills and knowledge for effective 

teaching. 

8. Assessment Reforms: NEP 2020 advocates for 

assessment reforms that shift the focus from rote 

learning to formative and competency-based 

assessments. It aims to reduce the reliance on 

high-stakes board exams and encourage a more 

holistic evaluation approach. 

9. Technology Integration: The policy recognizes 

the potential of technology in improving teaching 

and learning processes. It promotes the 

development of digital resources, online courses, 

and virtual classrooms, emphasizing technology 

as an educational enabler. 

10. Research and Innovation: NEP 2020 encourages 

research and innovation in education through 

increased funding, collaboration with industry and 

research institutions, and the establishment of 

educational research centres. 

11. Vocational Education: The policy integrates 

vocational education into the mainstream 

curriculum, equipping students with employable 

skills and bridging the gap between education and 

employment. 

12. Global Engagement: NEP 2020 aims to 

internationalize higher education by fostering 

collaborations with foreign universities, 

facilitating student and faculty exchanges, and 

aligning Indian higher education with global 

standards. 

13. Regulatory Reforms: To reduce administrative 

burdens and stimulate autonomy and innovation, 

the policy seeks to simplify and rationalize the 

regulatory framework governing educational 

institutions. 

14. Community Participation: NEP 2020 advocates 

for the involvement of local communities, parents, 

and guardians in the decision-making and 

governance processes of schools and higher 

education institutions. 

15. Cultural Preservation: While promoting a 

contemporary and forward-looking educational 

approach, the policy also underscores the 

importance of preserving and promoting India's 

rich cultural and traditional knowledge systems. 

Merits of NEP 2020: 

1. Holistic Approach:  

2. Early Childhood Education 

3. Flexibility and Choice:  

4. Multilingualism:  

5. Assessment Reforms:  

6. Teacher Training:  

7. Digital Education:  

8. Vocational Education 

9. Higher Education Reform 
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10. Global Engagement:  

Demerits of NEP 2020: 

1. Implementation Challenges:  

2. Language Policy Concerns:  

3. Assessment Complexity:  

4. Digital Divide 

5. Vocational Education Integration:  

6. Higher Education Autonomy:  

7. Regulatory Reforms Uncertainty:  

8. Lack of Consultation:  

9. Inequality Concerns:  

10. Preservation of Cultural Heritage:  

CURRICULUM AND PEDAGOGY IN NEP 2020: 

1. Redesigned Curriculum Framework: 

2. Experiential and Holistic Learning: 

3. Early Childhood Education and Foundational 

Learning: 

4. Multilingualism and Language Policy: 

5. Flexible Curriculum and Choice: 

6. Assessment Reforms: 

7. Teacher Training and Professional Development: 

8. Digital Education: 

9. Vocational Education: 

10. Inclusion and Diverse Learning Needs: 

NEP 2020's emphasis on curriculum and pedagogy 

signifies a shift toward learner-centric and experiential 

education, promoting critical thinking and skill 

development. It also aims to mitigate the burden of rote 

learning and exam-related stress while emphasizing 

holistic development and the integration of technology 

in education. However, the successful implementation 

of these reforms hinges on factors such as teacher 

training, resource allocation, and infrastructure 

development." 

Access and Equity of NEP 2020: 

1. Universalization of Early Childhood Care and 

Education (ECCE):  

2. Universal Access to School Education: 

3. Reduction in Dropout Rates:  

4. Special Education Needs (SEN 

5. Gender Equity:  

6. Scholarships and Financial Support:  

7. Regional Language and Multilingualism:  

8. Vocational Education:  

9. Digital Education and Online Resources:  

10. Community Participation:  

11. Affordable Education: 

12. Flexible Entry and Exit in Higher Education: 

NEP 2020: Teacher Training and Professional 

Development: 

1. National Curriculum Framework for Teacher 

Education (NCFTE 

2. Continuous Professional Development (CPD 

3. Four-Year Integrated B.Ed. Program:  

4. Interdisciplinary Training:  

5. Technology Integration:  

6. Pedagogical Reforms:  

7. Teacher Mentoring:  

8. Assessment of Teacher Competencies:  

9. Incentives for Teacher Excellence:  

10. National and State Teacher Education Councils: 

Best practices:  

Books: 

J. S. Rajput, (2021)"Indian Education: The Kothari 

Era and Beyond"  

R. Venkata Rao and Pradnya Ajinkya, (2023)"New 

Education Policy: A Critical Analysis"  

Academic Articles: 

Kumar, A. (2018). Educational Planning in India: 

Retrospect and Prospect 

Kumar, K. (2009). India’s Education Policy: Quality 

Assurance Challenges 

Rana, R., & Singla, S. (2021). National Education 

Policy 2020: A Paradigm Shift in the Indian Education 

System.  
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Government Publications: 

Ministry of Education, Government of India. 

(2020). NEP 2020: National Education Policy.  

Conclusion: 

In summary, the comparison between the Kothari 

Education Commission and NEP 2020 highlights the 

evolution of India's education policies over time. While 

the Kothari Commission had a primary focus on post-

independence nation-building and expanding access to 

education, NEP 2020 is a response to 21st-century 

challenges, emphasizing critical thinking, technology 

integration, and global competitiveness. Both policies 

emphasize teacher training, but NEP 2020 introduces 

digital literacy as a significant component. 

Additionally, NEP 2020 brings about a substantial shift 

from rote learning to competency-based assessment, 

promotes vocational education integration, and 

underscores the importance of multilingualism. These 

policy developments collectively reflect India's 

changing educational aspirations, addressing both 

historical and contemporary needs in the education 

landscape. 

References: 

Reports and Documents: 

Report of the Education Commission 1964-66 (Kothari 

Commission). 

National Education Policy 2020, Ministry of 

Education, Government of India. 

UNESCO. (2021). Education for the 21st Century: A 

Comparative Study of Education Goals 1961-2000-

2015-2030. 

Books: 

Kumar, K. (2005). “Education and Social Change: A 

Comparative Study of Education Reforms”, Sage  

Publications. 

Altbach, P. G., & Kelly, G. P. (Eds.). (2019). “New 

Directions in Higher Education: International 

Perspectives”, Springer. 

Rajput, J. S. (2018). “Education Commissions in 

Independent India”, Concept Publishing Company” 

Academic Articles: 

Kumar, A. (2018). “Educational Planning in India: 

Retrospect and Prospect”, International Journal of 

Education and Psychological Research, 7(1), 47-53. 

Kumar, K. (2009). “India’s Education Policy: Quality 

Assurance Challenges”, International Higher 

Education, 57, 9-11. 

Rana, R., & Singla, S. (2021). “National Education 

Policy 2020: A Paradigm Shift in the Indian Education 

System”, Economic Affairs, 66(3), 485-491. 

Government Publications: 

Ministry of Education, Government of India. 

(2020). “NEP 2020: National Education Policy”, 

Available on the official Ministry of Education 

website. 

Research Papers and Journals: 

Sharma, R. (2017). “Educational Reforms in India: A 

Historical Perspective”, International Journal of 

Scientific Research and Management, 5(7), 6384-6390. 

Malhotra, M. (2019). “Transforming Education in 

India: Challenges and Opportunities”, International 

Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and 

Development, 3(2), 277-281. 

Saini, M. (2020). “Education Reforms in India: A 

Comparative Analysis of NEP 2020 and Previous 

Policies”, International Journal of Applied Research, 

6(12), 176-181. 

  Cite This Article:  

* Miss.. Kadam S.L., (2023). Comparison Between Kothari Education Commission and Nep-2020, Aarhat 

Multidisciplinary International Education Research Journal, XII (IV) July-Aug, 124-131.  


