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Leuven UP: the basics 

• Academic publisher since 1971  
• Main collection in Humanities & Social Sciences  
• Formally linked to University of Leuven  BUT: 

– Independent publishing policy 
– 50% international authors 
 

• Ca. 600 titles in print & ca. 200 ebooks live 
• Yearly: 40 to 50 new books & 3 journals (print & online)  
• Open Access policy: Green & Gold 
• All titles are peer-reviewed:  

 
 

 



Leuven UP: unique features 

1. Global marketing & distribution: 
  Structural partnership with Cornell University Press (US) 
  European continent + UK 
  China   
 
2. Connected to major online platforms:  
  JSTOR, Project Muse, Ingenta Connect, Google Books, Amazon, 
  EBSCO, … 
 
3. Thematically strong/well-defined collections 
 
4. Personal approach & authors as partners 
   

 



Leuven UP: main challenges 
Keeping the BALANCE right 
 
1) Collection: 
 thematically established vs. emeringing fields 
 language   English vs. Dutch/French/other 
 type of publication scholarly vs. general interest  
 
 
2) Financial Well-Being of the Company: 
 90% self-sustainable  
  - staff of 6  
  - all investments & costs related to production, warehouses, 
  distribution, marketing, website, digital platforms, book fairs, travel 
  expenses, hardware, software, ICT, memberships, courses, …  
   
 10% supported by the University:  
  - offices  
  - salary of director 

 
 

 



Leuven UPs interest in AEUP 

 
- Networking & exchanging on a European level 
 Annual meeting 
 Newsletter (2x year) 
 Closed FB group  
 >> best practices, trends & developments, questions, suggestions, 
 related articles, presence at conferences, news about members, … 
 
- Commercially: combined marketing & promotion 
  combined advertising in journals  
  combined mailings to retailers and bookshops 
  combined stand on international conferences and fairs 
  discounts for AEUP members @ book fairs & conferences  

 
  
 

 



Combined advertising in London 
Review of Books (June 2016) 
By AAUP members 
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