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5 ways to describe and show categorisations of objects (in SIMBAD) Cds-question ggz':foﬁgg?r

Loup Cécile,

Astronomical objects may be classified into types in many ways. The SIMBAD database contains such Allen Mark

information on astronomical objects that have been studied in the published literature. A given
astronomical object in SIMBAD may have multiple object types. The SIMBAD object type list currently
contains some 200 types, that are organised into a hierarchy based on astrophysical concepts.

The hierarchical structure also includes relations between object types, and this facilitates searches of
SIMBAD to obtain lists of all of the astronomical objects in a given category independently of the
publisher or the year of publication.

Basic data :

M 1 -- SuperNova Remnant 1. Web

Other object types: Rad (2C,3C,...), X (3A,2E,. "!r'}' SNR (Ref,AJG,...), HII (LBN,SH), Psr (Ref), IR

(IRAS), gam (ARGO) -
\HaizE,:LEs,lH,H,:LM,PBC,SW|FT,EU,3U,4U,K,[BM53]
ICRS coord. (ep=]2000) : 5 34 31.94 +22 00 52.2 (Radio) [ | U ZULLA&A...533A..L10L

Angular size (arcmin): 7.0 5.0 ~ (Rad) D 2014BASI...42...476G

2. SIMBAD Database (SQL)

The relations between object types can be structured in tables of the SIMBAD database.
In order to do that, SQL Is generated to create all the hierarchy. This can be used by the
astronomers to query directly SIMBAD and filter objects on a category.

—_oees SELECT * FROM basic WHERE otype 1in otype childs('YS0")
\\ 3. Graphical documentation (dot)
/ _ ) A documentation can be automatically generated from the
o v 2 |, s stored Information of this hierarchical organisation, and can be
71| opee comacrenn displayed as a nice graph (thanks to the graphviz open source
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Search around ICRS 20:16:31.914+37:39:09.1
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5. SIMBAD object types, in a map (HiPS)

Once the information i1s well Ysualisation of Iocallsatlon of IR (oranae) and Svfert (bue) objects in SIMBAD

organised In the database,
astronomers can use it to
guery directly SIMBAD and
visualise the coverage of
objects on one or more
categories.
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