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Introduction
BASE (short for Bielefeld Academic Search Engine,
http://www.base-search.net) is one of the world’s
most voluminous search engines especially for schol-
arly web resources. BASE offers more than 314
million documents from more than 10,000 con-
tent providers. The full texts of about 60% of the
indexed documents are accessible free of charge (OA).

BASE index the metadata of all types of scholarly
resources – journals, institutional repositories, digital
collections, etc. – that have an OAI interface and use
OAI-PMH to make their metadata available (see our
Golden Rules for Repository Managers). The index
will be continuously expanded by integrating further
sources / content provider.

We are working on several new features such as a
ORCID claiming service for authors. BASE is a regis-
tered OAI service provider. Database managers can
integrate the BASE index into their local infrastruc-
ture (e.g. metasearch engines, library catalogues). In
addition, there are various tools and services for users,
database, and repository managers.
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OAI-PMH The OAI-PMH interface
allows harvesting the BASE
metadata in two formats.
http://oai.base-search.net

Repository Service The new
Repository Service provides
detailed information on all
repositories indexed by BASE.

Browsing BASE features browsing by
document types and DDC numbers.
The DDC classes are attributed by both
manual and automatic subject
indexing.
https://base-search.net/Browse/Home

OAI-PMH Blog We have harvested more than
6,600 repositories from all around the world. This
work has produced a wealth of experience about
harvesting and data quality that we would like to
share with the OA community.
http://ub.unibi.de/oaiblog

Subject-based Metadata Access The
OAI-PMH interface offers access to
subject-specific publication metadata
subsets, e.g. for subject repositories.

Dewey Indexing In order to enhance the metadata
quality of the indexed documents, we make use
of machine learning algorithms that automatically
classify publications according to the Dewey
Decimal Classification (DDC). This extension was
funded by the DFG.
http://www.ub.uni-bielefeld.de/wiki/AutoOAI

OAI Validator The BASE OAI-PMH Validator
(OVAL) is a tool for checking OAI-PMH
interfaces in terms of their suitability for
being processed by BASE. The source code
is available on GitHub.
http://oval.base-search.net/

BASE APIs The BASE HTTP API can
be used to integrate the search
results into third-party systems. It is
currently used by library OPACs as
well as meta search engines.

Solr BASE uses Lucene/Solr for
indexing. We actively contribute to
these open source projects by
providing feedback and submitting
patches.

Twitter Our Twitter channel
announces news and developments
related to BASE on short notice.
https://twitter.com/BASEsearch

Contact The contact form
allows a feedback for repository
managers and end-users

VuFind BASE uses VuFind as the
framework for user interface
development.
http://vufind.org/

Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable facts
• > 314 M documents indexed,

> 10 K repositories, > 130 countries

• metadata aggregation / enrichment

• multilingual search

• ORCID claiming

• OAI interface, dump download,
search API for discovery services

• integrated in the
OpenAIRE Research Graph

• registered as a service in the EOSC
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