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PUBLISHING SENSITIVE DATA
When and how to publish sensitive data as openly and ethically as possible.  

For more information see: ardc.edu.au/resources/working-with-data

Sensitive data identifies individuals, species, objects or locations, and carries a risk 
of causing discrimination, harm or unwanted attention.
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PUBLISHING & SHARING - KEEP IN MIND
•	 Make your data as FAIR as possible (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable).
•	 Publish your data and metadata according to participant consent, ethics approval and licensing.
•	 For sensitive data, it is often appropriate to have public metadata and conditional 

access to the data whose risk of identifiability has been managed.
•	 Cite your data along with your other scholarly outputs.
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Do I have sensitive data?

RESEARCH ETHICS
Was consent for data sharing given 
by research participants?

If collecting new data, detail your plan 
to share in your application to Ethics 
Committees and Data Management Plan.

In some cases confidentialised data 
may still be shared if this was not 
precluded in the information given 
to participants - seek the approval 
of your ethics committee.

You should cite data collected by others.

Licensing removes uncertainty around 
how your data can and can’t be reused.

DATA COLLECTION
Was the data previously collected by you?

RESEARCH ETHICS
Was data publication approved 
by an Ethics Committee?

OWNERSHIP
Do you have the right to publish?

DISCOVERABILITY 
Can you publish data with metadata?

You may be able to publish 
metadata alone if it does not 
include identifiable information.

Most metadata can be made publicly 
available. You can place conditions 
around access or reuse of data.

RISK OF IDENTIFIABILITY
Can the data go through a process of 
de-indentification to lower the risk?

LICENSING
Is the data licensed for reuse and attribution?


