Gelada Baboon (Theropithecus gelada)
Ambharic: Gelada

The Semyen highland massif is considered to be the
finest scenery in all Africa and it is for this reason,
and the fact that the area is the home of the Walia
Ibex, the Semien Fox and the Gelada Baboon that
1t has now been gazetted as a national park.

The Gelada is not in fact peculiar to the Semyen as
15 the exclusive Walia Ibex, but they are more numerous
here than in their other habitats. Some live at Debre

Sina not far from Addis Ababa and others at Debre
Libanos on the way to the Blue Nile; there are also
small populations in the Mulu and Bole Valley gorges.
But in the Semyen there may be as many as 20,000,
and troops of 400 together may be seen. They do not
molest humans and, more surprisingly, the local
people do not molest them. Thus they are very tame
and will allow humans to approach quite close to
the troop before moving nearer to the cliff edge.
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