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People who write code 
for research are few and 

far between in the 
archaeological sciences.

Quite often they are regarded 
as technicians and their 

function in research projects 
reduced to those of “helpers”, 
diminishing their contribution 

to the success of the 
undertaking.



Research Squirrel Engineers: Sophie C. Schmidt @idhrenil & Florian Thiery @fthierygeo & Timo Homburg @situxxx & Martina Trognitz
3

The temporary nature of 
research related projects is 

another reason for an 
unstable job market

in the field.

To mitigate the effects of this 
instability, increased workload 

and underappreciation, we 
need a resilient scholarship in 

a digital age.*

* Huggett, J., 2019. Resilient Scholarship in the Digital 
Age. Journal of Computer Applications in Archaeology, 
2(1), pp.105–119. DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/jcaa.25

http://doi.org/10.5334/jcaa.25
http://doi.org/10.5334/jcaa.25


Research Squirrel Engineers: Sophie C. Schmidt @idhrenil & Florian Thiery @fthierygeo & Timo Homburg @situxxx & Martina Trognitz
4

One important aspect on 
the individual level is 

forming a community for 
networking and support.
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We have currently a 
background in 

Research Software 
Engineering,

Geoinformatics

and 
Cultural Heritage.

Tippawan Sookruay from the Noun Project (globe + head)
Derivative work by Florian Thiery and Sophie Charlotte Schmidt of 

Archaeologist by Nhor from the Noun Project, dig by Manthana 
Chaiwong from the Noun Project and archaeology by Phatchara 

Bunkhachary, TH from the Noun Project under CC BY 3.0 (archaeologist)

We are
Research Squirrels

and interested in
Open Science and 

Linked Data.
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Sophie
@idhrenil

0000-0003-4696-2101

Martina
0000-0003-0485-6861

Florian
@fthierygeo

0000-0002-3246-3531

Tippawan Sookruay from the Noun Project (globe + head)
Derivative work by Florian Thiery and Sophie Charlotte Schmidt of 

Archaeologist by Nhor from the Noun Project, dig by Manthana 
Chaiwong from the Noun Project and archaeology by Phatchara 

Bunkhachary, TH from the Noun Project under CC BY 3.0 (archaeologist)

Timo
@situxxx

0000-0002-9499-5840
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deRSE e.V.
DH-RSE

CAA International & CAA German Chapter
CAA SIG Data-Dragon & CAA SIG Scientific Scripting Languages

CAA Little Minions Group
ISAAK - Initiative for Statistical Analysis in Archaeology Kiel

Linked Pasts (Linked Pipes Working Group)
Wikimedia Germany (Fellow-Program Freies Wissen Fellows)
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Research Squirrel Working Groups

* SPARQLing Unicorn QGIS Plugin
* Linked Open Ogham Data

Tippawan Sookruay from the Noun Project (globe + head)
Derivative work by Florian Thiery and Sophie Charlotte Schmidt of 

Archaeologist by Nhor from the Noun Project, dig by Manthana 
Chaiwong from the Noun Project and archaeology by Phatchara 

Bunkhachary, TH from the Noun Project under CC BY 3.0 (archaeologist)
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The SPARQLing Unicorn QGIS Plugin
- a Linked Data Access Point for QGIS

QGIS GitHub
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The SPARQLing Unicorn 
QGIS Plugin allows the 

execution of Linked Data 
queries in (Geo)SPARQL to 
selected triplestores and 

geo-enabled SPARQL 
endpoints and thus prepares 
the results of the queries in 

QGIS for the geocommunity.
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Wikidata caves with prehistoric art
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The Ogi Ogham Project - share Linked Open Ogham Data

4th-6th century AD

Distribution
Ireland 

(+Wales, England, Isle of Man)
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The “Wikidata Ogham Workflow”

extract information on 
ogham stones: 
townland, material, 
dimensions, inscriptions

link to existing 
information like OSM

input into Wikidata 
and link to
existing datasets

Macálister 1945

extract enriched 
data with the help 
of the SPARQL 
unicorn

further analysis 
with open 
source software
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Geospatial and Statistical Analysis

http://ogham.link

CC BY 4.0, Sophie C. Schmidt, see: https://github.com/ogi-
ogham/oghamaps

CC BY 4.0, Florian Thiery

http://ogham.link
https://github.com/ogi-ogham/oghamaps
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more Squirrel activities

* Recommendations for
reviewing archaeological research software

* Wikimedia Fellow Projects
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Recommendations for
the review of archaeological
research software

Homburg, T., Klammt, A., Mara, H., Schmid, Cl., 
Schmidt, S. Ch., Thiery, F. & Trognitz, M. (2020). 
Diskussionsbeitrag: Handreichung zur Rezension 
von Forschungssoftware in der Archäologie und 
den Altertumswissenschaften. Archäologische 
Informationen 43, Early View, online publiziert 19. 
Jan. 2021.

https://www.dguf.de/fileadmin/AI/archinf-ev_homburg-etal.pdf
(Germany only → English Version in planning)

https://www.dguf.de/fileadmin/AI/archinf-ev_homburg-etal.pdf
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Ogham at the Wikimedia Fellow Program (Florian Thiery)

http://ogham.squirrel.link

http://ogham.squirrel.link
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Smashed Dishes at the Wikimedia Fellow Program (Sophie C. Schmidt)

http://smasheddishes.squirrel.link

http://smasheddishes.squirrel.link
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Aegean Glyptic at the Wikimedia Fellow Program (Martina Trognitz)

https://t1p.de/gqyz

https://t1p.de/gqyz
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Do you want to be a Research Squirrel?

Join us!

Tippawan Sookruay from the Noun Project (globe + head)
Derivative work by Florian Thiery and Sophie Charlotte Schmidt of 

Archaeologist by Nhor from the Noun Project, dig by Manthana 
Chaiwong from the Noun Project and archaeology by Phatchara 

Bunkhachary, TH from the Noun Project under CC BY 3.0 (archaeologist)



Thx!
Any questions?

Sophie C. Schmidt M.A. 
Florian Thiery M.Sc.
Timo Homburg M.Sc.
Mag. Martina Trognitz

Research Squirrel 
Engineers: An 
independent squirrel 
network for RSEs in
DH and archaeology
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Credits

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://pixabay.com
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Except where otherwise noted, content on this presentation 
"Research Squirrel Engineers An independent squirrel network for 
RSEs in DH and archaeology" is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International license.
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License


