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1. The CESSDA EuroQuestionBank Project

2. User Interface

3. Architecture 

4. Requirements for Service Providers
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Outline



Existing question data banks for social science survey 

research mainly operate at the national level. 

limited pool of available questions

EQB displays survey questions from CESSDA members.

a cross-national question bank with a central 

search facility 
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The EQB project



4

CESSDA

EQB 

project

members

Start 

Project

https://www.cessda.eu/



browse and discover questions

access study-related 

information and documentation

compare and export survey 

items
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Use cases of EQB
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EQB metadata schema

Mandatory

Question (text/ID) 

Study title

URL/Name of Service 

Provider

Publication year 

Recommended 

Study PID

Time method

Country

Sampling procedure

Mode of collection

Data collection date

…
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UI: Start page
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Search all fields & all languages
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Search in all fields in Spanish
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Search in question texts in Dutch 
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Alphabet support
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Response categories
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Question details
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Study details
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Download Documentation
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Comparison and Basket



17

Comparison
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Basket
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Content
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Indexing HTTP

OAI-PMHDDI Files

flatb.import oai.harvester

API

file.harvester

Architecture

flatb.convert

1.2

2.5

3.1

3.2
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Different DDI versions and interpretations

DDI Converter

(see presentation „A converter for DDI: From CodeBook to 

Lifecycle” today at 15.20 PM)

SPs have hard time providing DDI compatible files

regular support and feedback needed, DDI training for SPs 

would be useful

SPs do not have question-level metadata documentation

use of questionnaire editing tools, e.g. the GESIS 

Questionnaire Editor

CV elements in EQB require an xml:lang element/attribute, 

which is not available in DDI 3.2

(e.g. Contributor Role and Analysis Unit)                                                

issue could not be solved, also not with DDI issue tracker

Challenges
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Want to

be part

of EQB?

Thomas.kraemer@gesis.org

mailto:Thomas.kraemer@gesis.org
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Requirements for providers

Contact us (Thomas.Kraemer@gesis.org)

Use DDI:  https://ddialliance.org/

Improve your metadata documentation

Make your metadata available (preferred via OAI-PMH) 

https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/ or file-based

https://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
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