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Appendix 1 

 

This appendix provides legal, news, and social media documentation to substantiate the 

conclusions in the main text. 

 

National and International Laws and Agreements on Chemical Weapons 

 

Chemical weapons were outlawed for American soldier use during the Civil War by 

Abraham Lincoln via the Lieber Code in 1863 (Lieber and Lincoln 1963) and internationally via 

two Hague Conventions (1899, 1907) and the Geneva Protocol (1928). 

 

Protest Duration  

 

Portland Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests continued for over 100 days straight since 

the end of May 2020, and were only interrupted by wildfires and resulting hazardous smoke 

(Zielinski 2020, Campuzano et al. 2020).  

 

Deployment of the PACTF 

 

 Acting under Executive Order (Trump 2020), Acting Secretary of Homeland Security 

Chad F. Wolf created the Protecting American Communities Task Force (PACTF) on 2020-07-

01 (DHS 2020) and deployed agents to Portland, Oregon under the direction of Operation 

Diligent Valor (Flanigan 2020). 

 

Novelty of HC and ZnCl2  

 

Prior to use of HC by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in mid-July, 

protesters were not familiar with this weapon (@imlaceyimfine et al. 2020).  

 

Hexachloroethane Listings 

 

For a quarter century, Hexachloroethane has been listed as a hazardous material under 

international (International Agency for Research on Cancer), federal (Environmental Protection 

Agency, Department of Transportation, Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 

American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists, National Institute for Occupational 

Safety and Health, and National Toxicology Program), and state-level regulations (Smith-Simon 

et al. 1997). It is a well known and highly regulated toxic and hazardous substance. 

 

Law Enforcement Prevent Recovery of Munitions 

 

All law enforcement agencies in Portland during the 2020 BLM protests, including DHS, 

have shot and sprayed further chemical weapons at individuals attempting to touch munitions 

(Levinson 2020) and have been observed picking up munitions themselves (@johnnthelefty).  

Reported Signs 
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 Multiple sources on the ground as well as throughout Portland reported bleach-like odors 

reminiscent of swimming pools (@cascadianphotog 2020, @arunindy 2020, @GriffinMalone6 

2020, @R3volutionDaddy 2020), in particular after deployments of HC by federal agents, which 

leads to production of gaseous HCl in low humidities (Eaton et al. 1994). HC deployments have 

been reported to fill the park (@hungrybowtie2020) in general and as well (@cascadianphotog 

2020). Many protesters, members of the press, legal observers, and medics have reported 

unusual bleaching of clothing as well following the deployment of HC by the feds (@KohzKah 

2020, Simonis personal observation). 

 

Acute and Chronic Symptoms 

 

 Protesters, members of the press, legal observers, medics, and community members 

have reported novel and severe acute symptoms after exposure to HC including reports of 

heavy chest, nausea, burning skin, vomiting, seizures and difficulty breathing 

(@GregoryMcKelvey 2020a, @livkittykat 2020, @PortlandDSA 2020, @R3volutionDaddy 2020, 

@tuckwoodstock 2020). Many individuals had significant delayed symptoms that were akin to a 

severe case of the flu (Simonis personal observation) some of which required hospitalization 

(@GregoryMcKelvey 2020a,b).  

 

Of particular note was that the ZnCl2 cut through personal protective equipment that had 

previously been effective against other tear gasses deployed by law enforcement, which are 

aerosolized solids (@hindsightis2030 2020).  

 

Crowd Size and Fed Time 

 

 I estimated the size of the crowd and the amount of time federal DHS agents were out of 

their buildings using a combination of consistent live stream video from Eric Greatwood 

(Greatwood 2020) and aggregated news sources from The Recompiler Magazine’s RE: 

Portland project (The Recompiler 2020) (Appendix 2).  

 

Defense Technology Military Style HC Maximum Smoke Grenade 

 

 As best that we can tell from all unexploded ordnances and those that exploded yet 

showed some label, all HC grenades used by DHS against BLM protesters in Portland were 

manufactured and sold by the company Defense Technology, which is a subsidiary of The 

Safariland Group (The Safariland Group 2015, Defense Technology 2020). While The 

Safariland Group has announced it was to divest from Defense Technology in 2020 Q3 (The 

Safariland Group 2020), the divestment has not yet been announced as of the end of Q3 (2020-

09-29).  

 

Note that the Material Safety Data Sheet The Safariland Group (2015) produced for the 

Hexachloroethane “smoke” grenades states nothing about ZnCl2 gas or its effects. 
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Hexachloroethane Deployments 

 

I collected documentation of the deployment of 23 unique hexachloroethane cans using 

a combination of video, photo, and text reporting (Appendix 2), the results of which are here: 

 

1. 2020-07-16, SW Madison closer to 3rd than 4th, dud, deployment not observed, recovered 

 

 
Photos by @JesykaNoellex3. Used with permission. 
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2. 2020-07-16, SW 3rd between Madison and Jefferson, detonated, not observed deployed, 

recovered  
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3. 2020-07-16, Wyatt Federal Building, dud, observed deployed, not recovered 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224045660028805 37:15 

 
https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224045660028805 37:28 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224045660028805
https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224045660028805
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4. 2020-07-16, Wyatt Federal Building and down SW 3rd towards Main, detonated, observed 

deployed, not recovered 

 

 
5. 2020-07-17, SW 3rd between Madison and Jefferson, dud, observed deployed, recovered  
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Photos by the Author. 
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6. 2020-07-17, SW 3rd between Madison and Jefferson, detonated, observed deployed, 

recovered 

 

 
Photos by the Author. 
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7. 2020-07-17, SW 3rd between Madison and Jefferson, detonated, observed deployed, 

recovered 

 

 
Photos by the Author. 
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8. 2020-07-19, SW 3rd between Salmon and Main, dud, not observed deployed, recovered 
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9. 2020-07-20, SW Main and 3rd, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 

 

 
Photos by @JesykaNoellex3. Used with permission. 
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10. 2020-07-20, Lownsdale Square, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 
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11. 2020-07-23, SW 4th near Salmon, detonated, observed deployed, not recovered 
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12. 2020-07-25, Hatfield Federal Courthouse, dud, not observed deployed, recovered 

 

 
Photos by anonymous recoverer. Used with permission. 
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13. 2020-07-25, Hatfield Federal Courthouse, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 
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14. 2020-07-28, SW 2nd and Salmon, detonated, observed deployed, recovered, tested 

 

 
              Photo by anonymous collector. Used with 

permission. 

 
Photo by Author 

  



17 

15 and 16. 2020-07-28, SW Salmon between 3rd and 4th, detonated, observed deployed, 

recovered 

 

 
17. 2020-07-28, SW Salmon and 3rd, detonated, observed deployed, not recovered 
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18. 2020-07-28, SW Salmon and 3rd, detonated, observed deployed, not recovered 
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19. 2020-07-29, SW 3rd between Salmon and Main, detonated, observed deployed, recovered 
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20. 2020-07-29, SW 4th and Main, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 

 
Photos by the Author. 
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21. 2020-07-29, specific location unknown, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 

 

 
Photos by Nicholas Lee. Used with permission.  
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22. 2020-07-29, specific location unknown, detonated, not observed deployed, recovered 

 

 
Photo by anonymous collector. Used with permission. 
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23. 2020-07-29, SW Main between 4th and 5th, detonated, observed deployed, not recovered 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224225711169971  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/EricGreatwood/videos/10224225711169971
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Analytical Chemistry  

 

As detailed in Appendix 2, we took samples from throughout the protest environment to 

quantify a variety of chemical weapons residues. Specifically of note here is the residue within 

the hexachloroethane can that was tested (#14 above), which was 27% Zinc and contained 

Chromium, Lead, hexachloroethane, tetrachloroethane, a variety of other chlorinated 

hydrocarbons, 2-butanone, benzene, toluene, and acetone. 

 

The wide spread of ZnCl2 through the protest area and beyond is shown through all 

environmental samples having significant concentrations of Zinc; many also having measurable 

Chromium and Lead; and the organic vapor filter specifically also having chloromethane, xylene, 

toluene, methylene chloride, and 2-butanone (Appendix 2). 

 

Full results are provided in the attached file analytical_chemistry.pdf.  
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Copies of Referenced Literature  

 

 Here, I provide copies of Twitter reports, news media, and legal texts that are referenced 

above but which are hyperlinked to URLs that may become unavailable in the future.  
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Federal Officers Retrieving Munitions 
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Novelty Compared to Prior Weapons Used 
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Maximum HC Smoke Military-Style Canister 
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News Reports and Press Releases 

 

inside.safariland.com 

The Safariland Group to Divest Defense 

Technology - Inside Safariland 
3-4 minutes 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 9, 2020 

The Safariland Group to Divest Defense Technology 

Enters into Agreement to Sell Business Segments Focused on Crowd Control Solutions 

JACKSONVILLE, Florida – June 9, 2020 – The Safariland Group (“Safariland” or “Company”), 

a leading provider of safety and survivability products for the public safety, professional and 

outdoor markets, today announced it has entered into an agreement to divest Defense 

Technology and Monadnock (together, “Defense Technology”), the Company’s business 

segments that provide various crowd control solutions, including chemical agents, munitions 

and batons, to law enforcement and military agencies. 

Warren Kanders, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Safariland, said, “Safariland was 

founded 56 years ago with a mission focused on safety and survivability for public safety 

professionals. In this year alone, Safariland products have saved the lives of 34 people who 

would otherwise not have returned home to their families.  In one telling example, a young 

pregnant emergency medical technician responding to a call was wearing our vest when shot on 

duty, with the vest saving both her and her baby. Our safety and survivability products have 

taken two forms, passive defensive protection such as body armor, bomb suits, and safety 

holsters. This divestiture removes the active component and allows Safariland to focus on 

passive defensive protection. As we look to the future, Safariland will continue to support public 

safety professionals in all lines of service as they risk their lives daily to keep the public safe. 

First responders – including police, fire, EMT, domestic abuse, and drug and addiction 

intervention counselors – take immeasurable risk each day when they report to work. Safariland 

will always support them.” 

Under the terms of the transaction, which is expected to be completed in the third quarter of this 

year subject to customary regulatory conditions, Defense Technology’s current management 

team will become the new owners of the business. Additional terms were not disclosed. 

https://inside.safariland.com/news/safariland-group-divest-defense-technology/
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About The Safariland Group 

The Safariland Group is a leading global provider of a broad range of safety and survivability 

products designed for the public safety, professional and outdoor markets. The Safariland 

Group offers a number of recognized brand names in these markets including Safariland® 

Armor, Duty Gear and Communications, Bianchi®, Break Free®, Hatch® Med-Eng®, Identicator® 

and NIK®. The Safariland Group’s mission, “Together, We Save Lives®”, is inherent in the 

lifesaving and protective products it delivers. The Safariland Group is headquartered in 

Jacksonville, Florida. The Safariland Group is a trade name of Safariland, LLC. 

For more information about The Safariland Group and these products, please visit 

www.safariland.com. 

For media resources and information, please visit www.safariland.com/pages/media. 

Media and Investor Relations Inquiries: 

Jonathan Keehner / Andrew Siegel 

Joele Frank, Wilkinson Brimmer Katcher 

(212) 355-4449 

  

http://www.safariland.com/
http://www.safariland.com/
http://www.safariland.com/
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DHS Announces New Task Force to 

Protect American Monuments, Memorials, 

and Statues 

3 minutes 

 

Home > News > Press Releases > DHS Announces New Task Force to Protect American 

Monuments, Memorials, and Statues 

WASHINGTON— Today, Acting Secretary of Homeland Security, Chad F. Wolf, announced the 

establishment of the DHS Protecting American Communities Task Force (PACT), a special task 

force to coordinate Departmental law enforcement agency assets in protecting our nation’s 

historic monuments, memorials, statues, and federal facilities. 

“DHS is answering the President’s call to use our law enforcement personnel across the country 

to protect our historic landmarks,” said Acting Secretary Wolf. “We won’t stand idly by while 

violent anarchists and rioters seek not only to vandalize and destroy the symbols of our nation, 

but to disrupt law and order and sow chaos in our communities.” 

On June 26th, President Trump issued an Executive Order to ensure that our historic 

monuments and statues will be protected. The Order, “Protecting American Monuments, 

Memorials, and Statues and Combating Recent Criminal Activity,” directs DHS, within its 

statutory authority, to provide personnel to assist with the protection of federal monuments, 

memorials, statues, or property. 

As a result, DHS created the PACT, which will conduct ongoing assessments of potential civil 

unrest or destruction and allocate resources to protect people and property. This may involve 

potential surge activity to ensure the continuing protection of critical locations. DHS’s Office of 

Operations Coordination will also partner closely with the Departments of Justice and Interior to 

establish information and intelligence sharing. 

“As we approach the July 4th holiday, I have directed the deployment and pre-positioning of 

Rapid Deployment Teams (RDT) across the country to respond to potential threats to facilities 

and property,” said Acting Secretary Wolf. “While the Department respects every American’s 

right to protest peacefully, violence and civil unrest will not be tolerated.” 

Last Published Date: July 1, 2020      

https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/news
https://www.dhs.gov/news
https://www.dhs.gov/news-releases/press-releases
https://www.dhs.gov/news-releases/press-releases
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Executive Order on Protecting American 

Monuments, Memorials, and Statues and 

Combating Recent Criminal Violence | The 

White House 

  

                

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States 

of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1.  Purpose.  The first duty of government is to ensure domestic tranquility and defend 

the life, property, and rights of its citizens.  Over the last 5 weeks, there has been a sustained 

assault on the life and property of civilians, law enforcement officers, government property, and 

revered American monuments such as the Lincoln Memorial.  Many of the rioters, arsonists, and 

left-wing extremists who have carried out and supported these acts have explicitly identified 

themselves with ideologies — such as Marxism — that call for the destruction of the United 

States system of government. 

Anarchists and left-wing extremists have sought to advance a fringe ideology that paints the 

United States of America as fundamentally unjust and have sought to impose that ideology on 

Americans through violence and mob intimidation.  They have led riots in the streets, burned 

police vehicles, killed and assaulted government officers as well as business owners defending 

their property, and even seized an area within one city where law and order gave way to 

anarchy.  During the unrest, innocent citizens also have been harmed and killed. 

These criminal acts are frequently planned and supported by agitators who have traveled 

across State lines to promote their own violent agenda.  These radicals shamelessly attack the 

legitimacy of our institutions and the very rule of law itself. 

Key targets in the violent extremists’ campaign against our country are public monuments, 

memorials, and statues.  Their selection of targets reveals a deep ignorance of our history, and 

is indicative of a desire to indiscriminately destroy anything that honors our past and to erase 

from the public mind any suggestion that our past may be worth honoring, cherishing, 

remembering, or understanding.  In the last week, vandals toppled a statue of President Ulysses 

S. Grant in San Francisco.  To them, it made no difference that President Grant led the Union 

Army to victory over the Confederacy in the Civil War, enforced Reconstruction, fought the Ku 

Klux Klan, and advocated for the Fifteenth Amendment, which guaranteed freed slaves the right 

to vote.  In Charlotte, North Carolina, the names of 507 veterans memorialized on a World War 

II monument were painted over with a symbol of communism.  And earlier this month, in Boston, 
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a memorial commemorating an African-American regiment that fought in the Civil War was 

defaced with graffiti.  In Madison, Wisconsin, rioters knocked over the statue of an abolitionist 

immigrant who fought for the Union during the Civil War.  Christian figures are now in the 

crosshairs, too.  Recently, an influential activist for one movement that has been prominent in 

setting the agenda for demonstrations in recent weeks declared that many existing religious 

depictions of Jesus and the Holy Family should be purged from our places of worship. 

Individuals and organizations have the right to peacefully advocate for either the removal or the 

construction of any monument.  But no individual or group has the right to damage, deface, or 

remove any monument by use of force. 

In the midst of these attacks, many State and local governments appear to have lost the ability 

to distinguish between the lawful exercise of rights to free speech and assembly and 

unvarnished vandalism.  They have surrendered to mob rule, imperiling community safety, 

allowing for the wholesale violation of our laws, and privileging the violent impulses of the mob 

over the rights of law-abiding citizens.  Worse, they apparently have lost the will or the desire to 

stand up to the radical fringe and defend the fundamental truth that America is good, her people 

are virtuous, and that justice prevails in this country to a far greater extent than anywhere else in 

the world.  Some particularly misguided public officials even appear to have accepted the idea 

that violence can be virtuous and have prevented their police from enforcing the law and 

protecting public monuments, memorials, and statues from the mob’s ropes and graffiti. 

My Administration will not allow violent mobs incited by a radical fringe to become the arbiters of 

the aspects of our history that can be celebrated in public spaces.  State and local public 

officials’ abdication of their law enforcement responsibilities in deference to this violent assault 

must end. 

Sec. 2.  Policy.  (a)  It is the policy of the United States to prosecute to the fullest extent 

permitted under Federal law, and as appropriate, any person or any entity that destroys, 

damages, vandalizes, or desecrates a monument, memorial, or statue within the United States 

or otherwise vandalizes government property.  The desire of the Congress to protect Federal 

property is clearly reflected in section 1361 of title 18, United States Code, which authorizes a 

penalty of up to 10 years’ imprisonment for the willful injury of Federal property.  More recently, 

under the Veterans’ Memorial Preservation and Recognition Act of 2003, section 1369 of title 

18, United States Code, the Congress punished with the same penalties the destruction of 

Federal and in some cases State-maintained monuments that honor military veterans.  Other 

criminal statutes, such as the Travel Act, section 1952 of title 18, United States Code, permit 

prosecutions of arson damaging monuments, memorials, and statues on State grounds in some 

cases.  Civil statutes like the Public System Resource Protection Act, section 100722 of title 54, 

United States Code, also hold those who destroy certain Federal property accountable for their 

offenses.  The Federal Government will not tolerate violations of these and other laws. 

(b)  It is the policy of the United States to prosecute to the fullest extent permitted under Federal 

law, and as appropriate, any person or any entity that participates in efforts to incite violence or 

other illegal activity in connection with the riots and acts of vandalism described in section 1 of 
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this order.  Numerous Federal laws, including section 2101 of title 18, United States Code, 

prohibit the violence that has typified the past few weeks in some cities.  Other statutes punish 

those who participate in or assist the agitators who have coordinated these lawless acts.  Such 

laws include section 371 of title 18, United States Code, which criminalizes certain conspiracies 

to violate Federal law, section 2 of title 18, United States Code, which punishes those who aid 

or abet the commission of Federal crimes, and section 2339A of title 18, United States Code, 

which prohibits as material support to terrorism efforts to support a defined set of Federal 

crimes.  Those who have joined in recent violent acts around the United States will be held 

accountable. 

(c)  It is the policy of the United States to prosecute to the fullest extent permitted under Federal 

law, and as appropriate, any person or any entity that damages, defaces, or destroys religious 

property, including by attacking, removing, or defacing depictions of Jesus or other religious 

figures or religious art work.  Federal laws prohibit, under certain circumstances, damage or 

defacement of religious property, including the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996, section 

247 of title 18, United States Code, and section 371 of title 18, United States Code.  The 

Federal Government will not tolerate violations of these laws designed to protect the free 

exercise of religion. 

(d)  It is the policy of the United States, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, to 

withhold Federal support tied to public spaces from State and local governments that have 

failed to protect public monuments, memorials, and statues from destruction or vandalism.  

These jurisdictions’ recent abandonment of their law enforcement responsibilities with respect to 

public monuments, memorials, and statues casts doubt on their willingness to protect other 

public spaces and maintain the peace within them.  These jurisdictions are not appropriate 

candidates for limited Federal funds that support public spaces. 

(e)  It is the policy of the United States, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, to 

withhold Federal support from State and local law enforcement agencies that have failed to 

protect public monuments, memorials, and statues from destruction or vandalism.  

Unwillingness to enforce State and local laws in the face of attacks on our history, whether 

because of sympathy for the extremists behind this violence or some other improper reason, 

casts doubt on the management of these law enforcement agencies.  These law enforcement 

agencies are not appropriate candidates for limited Federal funds that support State and local 

police. 

Sec. 3.  Enforcing Laws Prohibiting the Desecration of Public Monuments, the Vandalism of 

Government Property, and Recent Acts of Violence.  (a)  The Attorney General shall prioritize 

within the Department of Justice the investigation and prosecution of matters described in 

subsections 2(a), (b), and (c) of this order.  The Attorney General shall take all appropriate 

enforcement action against individuals and organizations found to have violated Federal law 

through these investigations. 

(b)  The Attorney General shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, work with 

State and local law enforcement authorities and Federal agencies to ensure the Federal 
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Government appropriately provides information and assistance to State and local law 

enforcement authorities in connection with their investigations or prosecutions for the 

desecration of monuments, memorials, and statues, regardless of whether such structures are 

situated on Federal property. 

Sec. 4.  Limiting Federal Grants for Jurisdictions and Law Enforcement Agencies that Permit the 

Desecration of Monuments, Memorials, or Statues.  The heads of all executive departments and 

agencies shall examine their respective grant programs and apply the policies established by 

sections 2(d) and (e) of this order to all such programs to the extent that such application is both 

appropriate and consistent with applicable law. 

Sec. 5.  Providing Assistance for the Protection of Federal Monuments, Memorials, Statues, and 

Property.  Upon the request of the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Homeland Security, 

or the Administrator of General Services, the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, and 

the Secretary of Homeland Security shall provide, as appropriate and consistent with applicable 

law, personnel to assist with the protection of Federal monuments, memorials, statues, or 

property.  This section shall terminate 6 months from the date of this order unless extended by 

the President. 

Sec. 6.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise 

affect: 

(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to budgetary, 

administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the availability 

of appropriations. 

(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or 

procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 

departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

(d)  This order is not intended to, and does not, affect the prosecutorial discretion of the 

Department of Justice with respect to individual cases. 
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Docs: Homeland Security’s Portland 

protests mission called ‘Operation Diligent 

Valor’ 

Kaitlin Flanigan 

         

      

PORTLAND, Ore. (KOIN) — The U.S. Department of Homeland Security is calling its 

deployment to Portland for the ongoing protests “Operation Diligent Valor.” 

The documents, filed by the DHS and U.S. Marshals in response to a lawsuit, reveal new 

information about the mission, which have re-energized the demonstrations against racial 

injustice that have taken place since late May. 

The filing also revealed there are currently 114 federal officers in Portland and claimed a “rapid 

deployment force” is responding to “increasingly violent attacks” starting July 4. 

It also claimed tactics are “intended to positively identify and arrest serious offenders … while 

protecting the rights of individuals engaged with free speech.” 

Federal officers were ordered to the city following President Donald Trump’s executive order to 

protect monuments in June as protesters against racial injustice toppled statues of Confederate 

soldiers and slave-owning founding fathers across the U.S. 

Acting DHS Secretary Chad Wolf slammed Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler, who was tear-gassed 

while attending the protests for the first time on Wednesday night, in an interview with CBS This 

Morning on Thursday, saying Wheeler “legitimized criminal behavior.” 

Wolf has repeatedly described the protesters outside of the Multnomah County Justice Center 

and Mark O. Hatfield Federal Courthouse as “violent anarchists,” and denied the notion federal 

officers inflamed the protests during his interview with CBS This Morning. 

Thursday night is expected to be Night 56 outside of the Justice Center and the federal 

courthouse. Although some protests had been declared riots, including ones outside of the 

police union building and Portland Police Bureau’s North Precinct, the demonstrations have 

seen a significant swelling in numbers since social media videos caught federal officers 

detaining protesters in unmarked vehicles. 

https://www.koin.com/news/protests/night-55-wall-of-moms-to-link-arms-wheeler-to-talk-with-protesters/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/night-55-wall-of-moms-to-link-arms-wheeler-to-talk-with-protesters/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/night-55-wall-of-moms-to-link-arms-wheeler-to-talk-with-protesters/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/dhs-chief-slams-wheeler-he-has-legitimized-criminal-behavior-portland-protests-federal-officers-tear-gas/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/dhs-chief-slams-wheeler-he-has-legitimized-criminal-behavior-portland-protests-federal-officers-tear-gas/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/dhs-chief-slams-wheeler-he-has-legitimized-criminal-behavior-portland-protests-federal-officers-tear-gas/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/acting-department-of-homeland-security-secretary-condemns-violence-at-portland-protests/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/acting-department-of-homeland-security-secretary-condemns-violence-at-portland-protests/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/dhs-chief-will-never-surrender-to-violent-extremists-in-portland/
https://www.koin.com/news/protests/dhs-chief-will-never-surrender-to-violent-extremists-in-portland/
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Good Morning, News: Smokey Skies, 

Police Overtime Costs, and 100 Days of 

Portland Protests 
Alex Zielinski 

6-8 minutes 

 

We need your help. The economic fallout of the coronavirus crisis is threatening our 

ability to keep producing the quality reporting you've come to love. If you’re able, please 

consider making a monthly contribution to the Mercury. 

 

Smokey skies over downtown Portland. Jake Johnson 

Good morning, Portland! Just when you thought your respiratory system had enough 

threats—with this year's local, free-range blend of COVID-19 and tear gas—a wildfire 

smoke wind storm shows up. It's nature's way of saying: "Happy Labor Day! Your 

commitment to a broken, capitalistic system is turning this country into a hellscape!" 

And now, more news from the long weekend: 

https://www.portlandmercury.com/contribute
https://www.portlandmercury.com/contribute
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- Saturday marked the 100th day of consecutive protests against violent and racist 

policing. Portlanders celebrated that milestone with a number of daytime events 

(featuring speakers musicians, and free snacks) and the standard nighttime rally 

(featuring tear gas, molotov cocktails, and mass arrests). Here's our photo roundup from 

the dynamic day. 

- The Portland Police Bureau (PPB) has spent $6.9 million on overtime in June and July, 

according to reporting from KATU. That's a 200 percent increase in overtime spending 

compared to that same time period last year. Related: The Oregonian found that Portland 

police spent more than $117,500 on impact munitions, chemical weapons, and other 

"crowd control" tools during the first seven weeks of protests. 

- A 17-year-old protester is alleging a Portland officer sexually assaulted her while being 

arrested a week ago. Mercury contributor Cata Gaitán has the story. 

- The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) has pulled the plug on an advisory 

group for its contentious I-5 Rose Quarter project, after the group disagreed with ODOT's 

plan. We spoke with the group's members to get a clearer picture of what went down. 

- Over the weekend, the Oregonian editorial board penned yet another unsurprising anti-

protest op-ed, directing protesters to just go home and trust leadership (and police!) to 

figure out police reform. Fortunately, Portland activist and editor of We Out Here 

Magazine Mac Smiff wasn't going to let it fly by unnoticed. 

- A caravan of Trump supporters drove south from Clackamas to Salem Monday, hanging 

out car doors and waving massive Trump flags as they careened down I-5. At least two 

right-wing demonstrators were kindly arrested in Salem for assaulting counter-

protesters. (Okay, now do Portland). 

- Meanwhile, local protesters gathered in Cathedral Park for a Labor Day rally and march 

led by BIPOC activists: 

 

- A sixth Oregon inmate his died from COVID-19. The man died while in custody at the 

Snake River Correctional Institution, a facility that saw a spike in coronavirus cases in 

July. Since it's still impossible to maintain social distance guidelines while in prison, this 

probably wont be the last fatality behind bars. 

- A mixture of high winds and dry land sparked no less than 80 fires across central and 

eastern Washington Monday, funneling smoke down to Portland. The small town of 

Malden, just south of Spokane, was all but destroyed over the course of an hour. 

According to state officials, 100 percent of the fires were started by human activity. 

https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/06/28802183/photo-essay-the-100th-day-of-protests-in-portland
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/06/28802183/photo-essay-the-100th-day-of-protests-in-portland
https://katu.com/news/following-the-money/portland-police-bureau-has-spent-at-least-69-million-on-ot-during-ongoing-protests
https://katu.com/news/following-the-money/portland-police-bureau-has-spent-at-least-69-million-on-ot-during-ongoing-protests
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/portland-police-bought-thousands-of-impact-munitions-in-response-to-protests-what-the-invoices-show.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/portland-police-bought-thousands-of-impact-munitions-in-response-to-protests-what-the-invoices-show.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/portland-police-bought-thousands-of-impact-munitions-in-response-to-protests-what-the-invoices-show.html
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/04/28796694/teenage-portlander-says-an-officer-sexually-harassed-her-during-arrest
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/04/28796694/teenage-portlander-says-an-officer-sexually-harassed-her-during-arrest
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/08/28796932/inside-a-contentious-now-shuttered-advisory-committee-on-the-portland-i-5-widening-plan
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/08/28796932/inside-a-contentious-now-shuttered-advisory-committee-on-the-portland-i-5-widening-plan
https://www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2020/09/08/28796932/inside-a-contentious-now-shuttered-advisory-committee-on-the-portland-i-5-widening-plan
http://www.weouthere.net/2020/09/a-letter-to-the-editors/
http://www.weouthere.net/2020/09/a-letter-to-the-editors/
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/09/trump-supporters-proud-boys-gather-for-labor-day-caravan-outside-portland.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/09/trump-supporters-proud-boys-gather-for-labor-day-caravan-outside-portland.html
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/09/07/6th-oregon-inmate-dies-from-covid-19/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/09/07/6th-oregon-inmate-dies-from-covid-19/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/09/08/labor-day-fire-storm-destroys-homes-burns-thousands-of-acres-across-the-northwest/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/09/08/labor-day-fire-storm-destroys-homes-burns-thousands-of-acres-across-the-northwest/
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- The Portland area saw major power outages last night, both due to downed power lines 

caused by high winds and preventative actions taken by Portland General Electric to 

keep sparking lines from starting a fire. Electricity is expected to be restored today. 

- California, meanwhile, has burned through a record 2 million acres this fire season. 

Over the weekend, officials disclosed that one of the many fires was sparked by an 

incendiary device used during a gender reveal party. (Yes, you're correct: This isn't the 

first time a gender reveal party started a wildfire.) 

- A lead organizer in Belarus' anti-government protests was "abducted by masked men 

and hauled away in a van" Monday morning while walking in the capital Minsk, according 

to local media reports citing eyewitnesses. Government officials, meanwhile, have 

denied knowing anything about her whereabouts. 

 

 

  

https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/tens-of-thousands-without-power-after-winds-knock-out-service-in-portland-and-beyond.html?utm_campaign=oregonian_sf&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/tens-of-thousands-without-power-after-winds-knock-out-service-in-portland-and-beyond.html?utm_campaign=oregonian_sf&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/sep/08/california-fires-burn-record-2m-acres
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/sep/08/california-fires-burn-record-2m-acres
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/07/us/california-fire-el-dorado-gender-reveal-trnd/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/07/us/california-fire-el-dorado-gender-reveal-trnd/index.html
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/07/910527089/belarus-protest-leader-abducted-local-media-reports-say
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oregonlive.com 

100 Days of Protests in Portland 
17-22 minutes 

 

In Portland, the whitest major city in the U.S., demonstrations against systemic racism 

and police brutality have stretched for 100 straight days, sparking unprecedented cuts to 

the city police bureau, night after night of violence by law enforcement officers and 

protesters, presidential condemnation and national attention. 

The ongoing unrest may alter the city’s reputation for years to come. 

The so far unending cries for change began three days after George Floyd’s death under 

the knee of a Minneapolis police officer. But the arc of Black Lives Matter demonstrations 

in Oregon’s largest city has varied markedly from June to July to August before reaching 

their 100th day Friday. 

In this documentary, protesters, activists and city leaders weigh in on how one of 

America’s whitest major cities became the center of the national conversation over 

systemic racism and police brutality. 

The first took place May 28 when dozens gathered in front of the Multnomah County 

Justice Center, which houses the Portland Police Bureau’s downtown headquarters, the 

county jail and other law enforcement offices. 

The next day, a vigil for Floyd drew thousands to Peninsula Park in North Portland. After 

three hours, hundreds set off for the Justice Center, nearly five miles away. 

At around 11 p.m., people began smashing windows and entering the building. Someone 

lit a fire in a first-floor office. 

Police in riot gear streamed in to disperse the crowd using tear gas, pepper balls and 

stun grenades. 

The bureau’s use of tear gas that night and on subsequent ones rankled critics who said 

it was irresponsible to deploy the chemical agent as coronavirus spread through the 

state and a small slice of the crowd was responsible for the destruction. 

“We’re in the middle of a pandemic that literally attacks your respiratory system,” said 

Cameron Whitten, a longtime Portland activist and founder of the Black Resilience Fund. 

“And here we have police officers indiscriminately using tear gas against broad swaths 

of people, the majority of whom aren’t committing any sort of vandalism whatsoever.” 

https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/100-days-of-protests-in-portland.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/portland-passes-budget-with-millions-in-cuts-to-police-spending-but-short-of-public-demand-for-50-million-reduction.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/portland-passes-budget-with-millions-in-cuts-to-police-spending-but-short-of-public-demand-for-50-million-reduction.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/portland-passes-budget-with-millions-in-cuts-to-police-spending-but-short-of-public-demand-for-50-million-reduction.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/protest-declared-riot-friday-outside-northeast-portland-police-precinct-key-takeaways.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/protest-declared-riot-friday-outside-northeast-portland-police-precinct-key-takeaways.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/protest-declared-riot-friday-outside-northeast-portland-police-precinct-key-takeaways.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/donald-trump-invokes-portland-protests-in-rnc-speech-they-will-make-every-city-look-like-democrat-run-portland.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/donald-trump-invokes-portland-protests-in-rnc-speech-they-will-make-every-city-look-like-democrat-run-portland.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/05/protesters-take-to-portland-streets-following-minneapolis-police-killing-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/05/protesters-take-to-portland-streets-following-minneapolis-police-killing-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/05/protesters-take-to-portland-streets-following-minneapolis-police-killing-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/05/protests-continue-in-portland-over-minneapolis-police-killing-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/05/protests-continue-in-portland-over-minneapolis-police-killing-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/community-fund-to-help-black-portlanders-raises-more-than-1-million-eyes-lasting-impact.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/community-fund-to-help-black-portlanders-raises-more-than-1-million-eyes-lasting-impact.html
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Within a half hour, some in the crowd made their way to Pioneer Place shopping mall, 

smashing the windows of the nearby Apple and Microsoft stores and the downtown 

Louis Vuitton outpost and making off with merchandise. 

By midnight, police declared a riot. The bureau made 48 arrests that night. 

And at 4 a.m., Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty declared a state of emergency and 

imposed a nightly 8 p.m. curfew, which lasted four days. As the city council president, 

Hardesty made the declaration while Mayor Ted Wheeler visited his dying mother. 

For the next three weeks, Portland’s protests took on a similar pattern. 

Thousands of demonstrators would gather for rousing speeches, typically on the lawn at 

Revolution Hall in Southeast Portland and march carrying signs and banners to a park, 

Pioneer Courthouse Square or other city landmark. 

 

Protesters take over the Burnside Bridge in Portland on June 1, 2020, the fifth night of 

protests against the death of George Floyd, a black man killed by police in Minneapolis. 

Beth Nakamura | The Oregonian/OregonLiveThe Oregonian 

Images of demonstrators lying prone in silence on the Burnside Bridge for 8 minutes and 

42 seconds evoking the horrific stretch of time that Floyd lay pinned under the officer’s 

suffocating knee or streaming en masse across the Fremont Bridge spread across social 

media and activated a broad swath of white Portland that hadn’t latched on to earlier 

waves of the Black Lives Matter movement. 

Many of those demonstrators who gathered for early evening speeches would eventually 

end up at the Justice Center, joining a smaller contingent of protesters already there. 

https://twitter.com/tedwheeler/status/1266622791220002817?s=20
https://twitter.com/tedwheeler/status/1266622791220002817?s=20
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/protests-in-portland-anticipated-for-10th-consecutive-night.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/protests-in-portland-anticipated-for-10th-consecutive-night.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/protests-in-portland-anticipated-for-10th-consecutive-night.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/the-world-needs-to-see-this-the-story-behind-the-iconic-photo-of-the-burnside-bridge-protest-in-portland.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/the-world-needs-to-see-this-the-story-behind-the-iconic-photo-of-the-burnside-bridge-protest-in-portland.html
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By 11 p.m. almost every night, pockets of violence broke out as individuals tossed rocks, 

bottles and other debris at police officers. Officers responded by launching volleys of 

tear gas and flash bangs to disperse the crowds. 

Critics said the police response was an overreaction to the actions of a few trouble-

makers who almost never seriously threatened officers outfitted with protective gear. The 

agency was mocked on social media when officials posted photos of items thrown at 

officers during the nightly demonstrations. 

Days later, Wheeler banned the use of tear gas save for cases when a life was at risk. A 

federal judge agreed with the mayor, imposing a 14-day moratorium on the use of 

chemical agents to disperse crowds. 

 

Still, demonstrators pledged to turn out every night until they saw progress, some citing 

historic protests during the Civil Rights era that saw demonstrators take to the streets 

for 382 consecutive nights in Alabama. 

“I need people to understand that kind of mental fortitude is not something we’re used to 

having because we’re used to such luxurious lifestyles,” said Devin Boss, leader of the 

Black-led group Rose City Justice that organized the biggest ongoing peaceful protests 

in the city’s history before disbanding in late June amid controversy over its finances, 

leadership and transparency. “Your feet are gonna hurt. You’re going to be tired. We’re 

not here to be comfortable or happy.” 

In an effort to curb the vandalism at the Justice Center, city leaders rented a fence to 

keep protesters at bay. 

The structure was almost immediately lampooned by demonstrators and, along with the 

iconic elk statue stationed nearby, became a symbol of the protests themselves. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/06/lawyer-for-dont-shoot-portland-suggests-police-should-retreat-not-use-tear-gas-city-argues-plenty-of-limits-already-in-place.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/06/lawyer-for-dont-shoot-portland-suggests-police-should-retreat-not-use-tear-gas-city-argues-plenty-of-limits-already-in-place.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/2020/07/rose-city-justice-group-that-drew-thousands-for-protests-disappears-amid-criticisms.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/pacific-northwest-news/2020/07/rose-city-justice-group-that-drew-thousands-for-protests-disappears-amid-criticisms.html
https://twitter.com/PDXPoliceFence
https://twitter.com/PDXPoliceFence
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/beloved-portland-elk-statue-is-safely-in-storage-while-debate-continues-over-why-it-had-to-be-relocated.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/beloved-portland-elk-statue-is-safely-in-storage-while-debate-continues-over-why-it-had-to-be-relocated.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/beloved-portland-elk-statue-is-safely-in-storage-while-debate-continues-over-why-it-had-to-be-relocated.html
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Demonstrators in Portland and elsewhere soon trained their eyes on statues and other 

monuments to known slaveholders. On June 14, protesters tore down the statue of 

Thomas Jefferson on the steps of the high school named for him. 

Within days, Portland Public Schools announced it would no longer have armed police 

officers patrol its campuses. Other metro-area districts followed suit. And leaders in the 

Oregon Legislature announced they would take up a series of reform bills with an eye on 

police use of force. 

On June 17, the Portland City Council voted to reroute more than $15 million from the 

police bureau to other city programs and initiatives and disband several specialty police 

units – changes that would have been unthinkable a month earlier. 

Portland police made 236 arrests in June, according to the bureau. And police declared a 

riot only once that month, when demonstrators gathered at the headquarters for the 

union that represents rank-and-file officers on the last day of the month, lighting a trash 

can on fire and breaking some of the building’s windows. 

“Your feet are gonna hurt. You’re going to be tired. We’re not here to be comfortable or 

happy.” 

— Devin Boss 

By then, the movement had bifurcated. 

While thousands regularly attended protests until mid-June, Rose City Justice, which 

had organized the large gatherings at Revolution Hall and other sites announced its 

dissolution on June 30. 

 

After that, demonstrators rarely numbered even 300 at the small nightly protests in front 

of police headquarters downtown. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/protesters-take-down-thomas-jefferson-statue-in-front-of-portlands-jefferson-high-school.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/protesters-take-down-thomas-jefferson-statue-in-front-of-portlands-jefferson-high-school.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/06/protesters-take-down-thomas-jefferson-statue-in-front-of-portlands-jefferson-high-school.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/06/portland-superintendent-says-hes-discontinuing-school-resource-officer-program.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/06/portland-superintendent-says-hes-discontinuing-school-resource-officer-program.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/06/portland-superintendent-says-hes-discontinuing-school-resource-officer-program.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/oregon-legislature-prepares-for-special-session-on-police-reforms-coronavirus.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/oregon-legislature-prepares-for-special-session-on-police-reforms-coronavirus.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/06/oregon-legislature-prepares-for-special-session-on-police-reforms-coronavirus.html
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Dramatic scenes play out in the early morning hours of a declared disturbance on the 

57th night of protests on July 23. Beth Nakamura | The Oregonian/OregonLiveThe 

Oregonian 

JULY 

Police declared a riot three times during the Fourth of July weekend, including twice on 

the holiday itself. 

President Trump ordered federal police to protect Portland’s Mark O. Hatfield Federal 

Courthouse, ushering in a new era in the city’s summer of protests. 

Within days, personnel from the Federal Protective Services, U.S. Marshals and other 

agencies were stationed at the courthouse. 

Federal officers were not bound by the same orders that barred local authorities from 

dispersing tear gas into crowds and they regularly employed aggressive tactics in 

clearing crowds. 

Right-wing media and Republican lawmakers took images from the first few nights of 

protests to paint Portland as a “city under siege,” drawing footage from May 29 when 

police declared a riot and several downtown businesses were looted. 

Those actions, critics said, justified Trump’s hardline response to the city’s 

demonstrations. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/07/black-lives-matter-protests-taking-place-in-portland-salem-on-the-fourth-of-july.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/07/black-lives-matter-protests-taking-place-in-portland-salem-on-the-fourth-of-july.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/07/black-lives-matter-protests-taking-place-in-portland-salem-on-the-fourth-of-july.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/05/protest-escalates-at-downtown-portland-justice-center.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/05/protest-escalates-at-downtown-portland-justice-center.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2020/07/homeland-security-head-calls-portland-demonstrators-violent-mob-defends-federal-officers.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2020/07/homeland-security-head-calls-portland-demonstrators-violent-mob-defends-federal-officers.html
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Federal officers’ presence and heavy-handed tactics first drew protest participants by the 

hundreds. Then a pair of events galvanized demonstrators to multiply those numbers 

nearly ten-fold. 

 

Protesters advancing on the Justice Center in downtown Portland dismantled fencing 

and were met with smoke bombs on July 17. Dave Killen | The Oregonian/OregonLiveThe 

Oregonian 

On July 11, a federal officer shot a munition at protester Donavan La Bella as he held a 

boom box aloft, striking him between his eyes. 

Gruesome photos and reports from his family members conveyed the severe damage to 

his face and brain. 

Days later, Oregon Public Broadcasting reported federal police were patrolling downtown 

in unmarked vans and snatching protesters from the city’s streets. 

The dual outrages drew thousands to the federal courthouse for the next several nights. 

Among the most recognizable groups: a coalition of women wearing yellow shirts and 

calling themselves the Wall of Moms who stood at the front of the crowd to act as a 

barrier between federal police and protesters. 

Hardesty credited the group in part for drawing even more demonstrators downtown. 

Images of yellow-shirted moms in helmets hit by clouds of tear gas drew renewed 

sympathy for demonstrators. 

“When you tear gas moms, what happens? Twice as many people show up the next 

night,” Hardesty said. “And you tear gas them again, twice as many people show up the 

next night.” 

https://www.opb.org/news/article/federal-law-enforcement-unmarked-vehicles-portland-protesters/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/federal-law-enforcement-unmarked-vehicles-portland-protesters/
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/the-people-behind-portlands-wall-of-moms.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/the-people-behind-portlands-wall-of-moms.html
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Protesters are blanketed in tear gas in downtown Portland on July 27, the 61st 

consecutive day, after a weekend featuring the largest protest crowds in weeks and 

numerous clashes with federal police (right). Beth Nakamura | The 

Oregonian/OregonLive 

The Wall of Moms would eventually crumble following allegations that its founder 

centered the experiences of white women over Black, native and other women of color. A 

new organization, led by Demetria Hester, was erected after the original’s dissolution. 

“We knew there was a need for a group — even though we’ve been protesting. We know 

there was a need, so we fulfilled that need. And the moms are fulfilling their needs to 

help with the Black Lives Matter movement and be with this revolution,” she said. 

The federal government’s response to Portland’s protests drew rebukes from activists 

locally and nationally. 

“Interestingly enough, tear gas is banned in war. So you cannot use tear gas in war and 

conflicts — but it’s still being used for crowd control,” said Dr. Michele Heisler, a 

physician at University of Michigan and the Medical Director for Physicians for Human 

Rights. 

Wheeler, who is also the police commissioner and was criticized by demonstrators for 

allowing Portland officers to use tear gas on crowds in the protests’ early goings, cast 

sharp jabs at the president as he pushed for the removal of federal police. 

“Clearly (Trump) hadn’t been to Portland before because Portlanders were not going to 

take that sitting down,” Hardesty said. 

On July 22, Wheeler waded into the crowd protesting in front of the courthouse, checking 

in with demonstrators along the way. The mayor was tear gassed twice that night, a 

development his office said was not part of the game plan. 

As he stood with the crowd, Wheeler railed against the Trump administration’s 

deployment of officers to the city. 

“This is a waste of time, waste of resources and my biggest fear, honestly, is that 

someone is going to die,” he said. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/tear-gassing-of-portland-mayor-ted-wheeler-wasnt-part-of-the-plan-staffer-says.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/tear-gassing-of-portland-mayor-ted-wheeler-wasnt-part-of-the-plan-staffer-says.html
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As Wheeler decried the president’s tactics and called for the removal of federal police, 

Gov. Kate Brown and Vice President Mike Pence reached a deal to do just that. On July 

30, federal officers withdrew to be replaced by Oregon State troopers. 

The state police largely remained in the shadows that first evening as thousands turned 

out to demonstrate for the 64th consecutive night. 

 

Smoke and lasers converge at the Mark O. Hatfield U.S. Courthouse portico as protesters 

clash with federal officers on July 17. Dave Killen | The Oregonian/OregonLive After 

police declared a riot in downtown Portland on July 24, a protester waves a flag in a 

show of defiance and victory (right). Beth Nakamura | The Oregonian/OregonLive 

AUGUST 

With the feds gone, protesters trained their eyes on local law enforcement buildings. 

On Aug. 4, they once again targeted the police union headquarters. On Aug. 5 and 6, 

demonstrators gathered at the bureau’s East Precinct, which sits right against a three-

story apartment complex. 

By mid-August, Portland protests’ latest pattern was clear. 

On Aug. 19, demonstrators marched to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

building in South Portland. They chanted, then a handful of them began lobbing rocks 

and other heavy objects at windows. 

Federal Protective Service officers armed with riot shields emerged, pushing the crowd 

into the street with pepper balls and other less-than-lethal munitions. 

Portland police then swept the crowd back from whence it came, bull rushing protesters 

and sometimes deploying smoke and stun grenades to disperse those who remained. 

Once the crowd’s actions began dying down, Portland police would retreat, 

demonstrators would march back to the immigration building and the cycle would repeat. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/07/did-oregons-governor-convince-feds-to-leave-or-did-president-trump-abandon-strategy-to-bring-law-and-order-to-democratic-led-cities.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/07/did-oregons-governor-convince-feds-to-leave-or-did-president-trump-abandon-strategy-to-bring-law-and-order-to-democratic-led-cities.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/changing-of-the-guard-oregon-state-troopers-start-duty-at-federal-courthouse-in-portland-quiet-so-far.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/07/changing-of-the-guard-oregon-state-troopers-start-duty-at-federal-courthouse-in-portland-quiet-so-far.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/08/after-feds-recede-portland-protesters-confront-police-across-city.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/08/after-feds-recede-portland-protesters-confront-police-across-city.html
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“Clearly (Donald Trump) hadn’t been to Portland before because Portlanders were not 

going to take that sitting down.” 

— Jo Ann Hardesty 

The rhythms of that night’s demonstration were emblematic of the way Portland protests 

unfolded throughout mid-August. Whether in front of a Portland Police Bureau precinct 

in Southeast Portland or the police union headquarters in North Portland, demonstrators 

numbering a few hundred at most sought to draw a forceful police response by 

vandalizing city and county law enforcement offices and chanting, “No good cops in a 

racist system,” a fixture of nightly protests. 

Portland’s protests against systemic racism and police brutality began drawing counter 

demonstrators, some of them mainstays in right-wing groups that have visited the city 

regularly in the last four years. 

The counter demonstrations began in earnest on Aug. 15 when a group of conservative 

activists staged a “flag-wave” on the steps of the Justice Center. 

The crew of about 15 drew a sizable counter protest, which culminated in a small march 

to a parking garage where some of the flag-wavers had parked. The confrontation ended 

shortly after someone shot a gun inside the structure. 

A week later, a well-publicized protest organized by a group of far-right organizers with 

ties to fascist groups drew hundreds of demonstrators to the Justice Center, this time 

creating shield lines to push back their opponents. 

Attendees brawled openly in the streets with Black Lives Matter counter-protesters and 

the groups traded volleys from paintball guns in broad daylight. 

The event drew almost no visible police presence and the Portland Police Bureau, so 

long criticized for its heavy-handed show of force during protests, came under intense 

scrutiny for the lack of officers during that demonstration’s most volatile moments. 

Agency officials said they only had 30 officers on hand because so much of the police 

force had routinely patrolled the city’s protests. 

 

https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/08/reports-of-gunshots-at-counter-protest-as-80th-consecutive-day-of-portland-protests-begins.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2020/08/reports-of-gunshots-at-counter-protest-as-80th-consecutive-day-of-portland-protests-begins.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/dueling-demonstrators-clash-sometimes-violently-in-downtown-portland-as-police-issued-repeated-warnings.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/dueling-demonstrators-clash-sometimes-violently-in-downtown-portland-as-police-issued-repeated-warnings.html
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A man receives help for an injury at the Black Lives Matter "Snack Van," (left) after far-

right protesters clashed with counter protesters at the Justice Center in Portland on 

August 22. Far-right organizers pray with a fellow protester at the Justice Center on 

August 22. Brooke Herbert | The Oregonian/OregonLive 

Meanwhile, conservative activists were planning another incursion into the city. 

On Aug. 29, hundreds gathered in Clackamas for a well-publicized pro-Trump caravan 

that was supposed to circle downtown Portland. Police tried to keep the truck caravan on 

the interstate rather than let vehicles exit onto the Morrison Bridge. 

But scores of flag-flying trucks eventually began to spill into the city. 

Right-wing demonstrators pelted counter protesters with mace and paint balls, a tactic 

Trump later approved calling it a “defensive mechanism.” 

“Paint is not bullets,” he said. 

One of the caravan’s organizers put out a call for demonstrators to leave the city at 8 

p.m. Nearly an hour later, with a few stragglers from that protest still downtown, a 39-

year old supporter of the right-wing group Patriot Prayer who’d taken part in the pro-

Trump event was shot and killed. 

 

Aaron “Jay” Danielson was fatally shot on August 29 in downtown Portland after a pro-

Trump rally. Danielson, 39, who was wearing a Patriot Prayer hat, was pronounced dead 

on the scene. He died from a single bullet to his upper right chest, an autopsy found. 

Dave Killen | The Oregonian/OregonLive The Oregonian 

https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/trump-event-draws-hundreds-to-clackamas-mall-ahead-of-planned-portland-rally-live-updates.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/trump-event-draws-hundreds-to-clackamas-mall-ahead-of-planned-portland-rally-live-updates.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/09/trump-says-portland-has-been-burning-for-decades-excuses-supporters-who-fired-paintballs-at-counterprotesters.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/1-person-shot-killed-near-downtown-portland-protests-saturday.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/portland/2020/08/1-person-shot-killed-near-downtown-portland-protests-saturday.html
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A Black Lives Matter activist who admitted to a journalist for Vice News that he’d shot the 

man was killed by federal fugitive hunters who closed in on him. 

Protests drew decidedly fewer attendees in the days immediately following the 

downtown shooting. 

A few dozen gathered in Woodstock Park Wednesday, a gathering that soon ended with 

demonstrators rallying in front of the North Portland police precinct. 

On Friday, the 100th consecutive night of protests against systemic racism and police 

brutality broke out in Portland. 

Hardesty, the lone Black member of the city council, said the ongoing demonstrations 

prove Portlanders are aching for change. 

“People are hungry for this conversation. Because what we had before was an unjust 

system. And I have no desire to rebuild a system that did not work for all our community 

members,” she said. 

— Eder Campuzano | @edercampuzano | Eder on Facebook 

— Brooke Herbert | @abrookeherbert 

— Beth Nakamura | @bethnakamura 

— Dave Killen | @killendave 

— Mark Graves | @markwgraves 

Everton Bailey, Jr., Jayati Ramakrishnan and Shane Dixon Kavanaugh of The 

Oregonian/OregonLive staff contributed to this report. 

Over the last 100 days, The Oregonian dispatched the following reporters to follow the 

demonstrations on the ground or from afar: Everton Bailey Jr., Maxine Bernstein, Eder 

Campuzano, Noelle Crombie, Bryce Dole, Joe Freeman, Jamie Goldberg, Mark Graves, 

Jamie Hale, Tom Hallman, Molly Harbarger, Alex Hardgrave, Brooke Herbert, Shane 

Dixon Kavanaugh, Dave Killen, Sean Meagher, Jeff Manning, Piper McDaniel, Beth 

Nakamura, Ryan Nguyen, Jayati Ramakrishnan, K. Rambo, Michael Russell, Jim Ryan, 

Brad Schmidt, Ted Sickinger, Madison Smalstig, Celina Tebor, Andrew Theen, Ty Vinson 

and Fedor Zarkhin. 

Molly Young monitored and edited protest coverage for the bulk of the last 100 nights. 

Margaret Haberman, Andre Meunier and Elliot Njus edited breaking news and protest 

follow-ups. Ryan Fernandez monitored social media. 

Betsy Hammond, Teresa Mahoney, Therese Bottomly and Laura Gunderson provided 

editorial oversight for this project. 

https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/09/man-under-investigation-in-fatal-shooting-after-pro-trump-rally-in-portland-admits-he-fired-shots-in-vice-interview.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/09/man-under-investigation-in-fatal-shooting-after-pro-trump-rally-in-portland-admits-he-fired-shots-in-vice-interview.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/09/man-sought-in-the-fatal-downtown-portland-shooting-reported-to-have-been-killed-by-officers-in-wa.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/crime/2020/09/man-sought-in-the-fatal-downtown-portland-shooting-reported-to-have-been-killed-by-officers-in-wa.html
http://twitter.com/edercampuzano
http://twitter.com/edercampuzano
http://facebook.com/eder.o.campuzano
http://facebook.com/eder.o.campuzano
https://www.instagram.com/abrookeherbert/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/abrookeherbert/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/bethnakamura/
https://twitter.com/bethnakamura/
https://www.twitter.com/killendave
https://www.twitter.com/killendave
https://twitter.com/markwgraves
https://twitter.com/markwgraves
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Megan Otto edited the print version of this story for The Sunday Oregonian. 
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Donavan La Bella, man shot by US 

Marshals in Portland, to be released from 

hospital 
By Jonathan Levinson (OPB)Portland, Ore. July 25, 2020 6 a.m. 

4-5 minutes 

 

 

Donavan La Bella, 26, was shot in the head by a U.S. Marshal and suffered a frontal lobe 

skull fracture during protests against racism and police violence in Portland. Two weeks 

later, before being released from the hospital, his mom said he still has cognitive 

problems and struggles with impulse control. 

Courtesy of the family 
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Donavan La Bella, the 26-year-old protester who a U.S. Marshal shot and severely injured 

on July 11, is slowly recovering and due to be released from in-patient rehab this 

weekend, according to his mother, Desiree La Bella. 

Desiree said her son suffered a depressed skull fracture in the frontal lobe, and as a 

result has impaired impulse control and some lost cognitive function. 

“He gets upset and frustrated and angry very quickly,” Desiree said. “He doesn't have 

that impulse control. He doesn't have the ability to stop himself and say, ‘Hey, I probably 

shouldn't throw the phone my sister just got me because I'm still stuck in [the hospital] 

and they won't let me out.” 

A federal officer shot Donavan La Bella during downtown protests against racism and 

police violence in front of the Mark O. Hatfield Federal Courthouse. In a video of the 

incident posted online, La Bella is seen pushing a canister of smoke or tear gas away 

from his feet across the street from the courthouse. Moments later, he returns to holding 

a speaker over his head with both hands. An officer then fired an impact munition and La 

Bella collapsed to the ground, dropping the speaker. He was rushed to the hospital and 

needed emergency surgery that same night. 

The incident led to outcry from city, state and national leaders including both of Oregon's 

senators, Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren. 

The Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General opened an investigation into 

the use of force by federal officers and Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum said 

she would consider opening a criminal investigation against the deputy who shot La 

Bella. 

Desiree La Bella said she had declined to take phone calls from politicians, saying she 

didn’t want to see a political screaming match over her son’s shooting. 

“I don't care whose kid it was,” she told OPB. “To shoot any object at an unarmed person 

is just wrong. There was no need for it. It was excessive. And especially as highly trained 

as they are. They know better.” 

La Bella’s injury has become a rallying cry for demonstrators in Portland, with some 

protesters spraying graffiti calling for justice in response to the police attack. One 

person gathered at the protest front lines even recently created a plein air painting of La 

Bella in a hospital bed. 

 

https://www.opb.org/news/article/federal-officers-portland-protester-shot-less-lethal-munitions/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/federal-officers-portland-protester-shot-less-lethal-munitions/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/portland-federal-officers-violence-political-fight-trump/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/portland-federal-officers-violence-political-fight-trump/
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Jonathan Luczycki paints Donavan La Bella across from the Mark O. Hatfield federal 

courthouse in Portland, Ore., July 22, 2020. La Bella is in recovery weeks after federal 

officers shot him in the head with so-called "less lethal" munitions. 

Bradley W. Parks / OPB 

Desiree lives in Oklahoma and said she can’t come to Portland to take care of her son 

because she doesn’t have a job in Oregon or a place to live. Instead, Donavan’s two older 

sisters are being trained on how to take care of him, and plan to help with his rehab. 

Desiree said the family has received hate-filled messages on social media attacking 

Donavan and accusing him of being affiliated with antifa. 

“You know, ‘I hope he goes to jail after.’ They're calling him antifa scum. ‘Too bad it 

wasn't a better shot,’” she said. “They're hateful.” 

To keep Donavan safe, they plan to keep him out of Portland for the foreseeable future. 

Doctors told Desiree that Donavan has recovered quicker than they expected but the 

ultimate prognosis is uncertain. 

“They still won’t be 100% sure if he comes back completely and how long that would 

take,” she said. “There is a little bit of damage. They just don’t know the extent.” 
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Listing of Hexachloroethane Regulations Across Agencies in 1997 
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Historic National and International Prohibitions on Chemical Weapons 

 

General Orders No. 100 : The Lieber Code 

Prepared by Francis Lieber, promulgated as General Orders No. 100 by President Lincoln, 24 

April 1863. 

Instructions for the Government of Armies of the United States in the Field, prepared by Francis 

Lieber, LL.D., Originally Issued as General Orders No. 100, Adjutant General's Office, 1863, 

Washington 1898: Government Printing Office.  

Art. 16. 

Military necessity does not admit of cruelty - that is, the infliction of suffering for the sake of 

suffering or for revenge, nor of maiming or wounding except in fight, nor of torture to extort 

confessions. It does not admit of the use of poison in any way, nor of the wanton devastation of 

a district. It admits of deception, but disclaims acts of perfidy; and, in general, military necessity 

does not include any act of hostility which makes the return to peace unnecessarily difficult.   

Art. 70. 

The use of poison in any manner, be it to poison wells, or food, or arms, is wholly excluded from 

modern warfare. He that uses it puts himself out of the pale of the law and usages of war.   
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Hague Convention of 1899 

 

IV,2: Laws of War : 

Declaration on the Use of Projectiles the Object of Which is the Diffusion of Asphyxiating 

or Deleterious Gases; July 29, 1899 

 

The Contracting Powers agree to abstain from the use of projectiles the object of which is the 

diffusion of asphyxiating or deleterious gases.  

 

Hague Convention of 1907 

IV: Laws of War : 

Laws and Customs of War on Land (Hague IV); October 18, 1907 

 

Art. 23. 

In addition to the prohibitions provided by special Conventions, it is especially forbidden - 

To employ poison or poisoned weapons;   

To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause unnecessary suffering;   
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Geneva Protocol 

 

Laws of War 

Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating Gas, and of Bacteriological 

Methods of Warfare 8 February 1928 

 

PROTOCOL FOR THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE IN WAR 

OF ASPHYXIATING, POISONOUS OR OTHER GASES, 

AND OF BACTERIOLOGICAL METHODS OF WARFARE 

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 8 February 1928 

The undersigned Plenipotentiaries, in the name of their respective governments: 

Whereas the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and of all analogous liquids, 

materials or devices, has been justly condemned by the general opinion of the civilised world; 

and 

Whereas the prohibition of such use has been declared in Treaties to which the majority of 

Powers of the world are Parties; and 

To the end that this prohibition shall be universally accepted as a part of International Law, 

binding alike the conscience and the practice of nations; 

Declare: 

That the High Contracting Parties, so far as they are not already Parties to Treaties prohibiting 

such use, accept this prohibition, agree to extend this prohibition to the use of bacteriological 

methods of warfare and agree to be bound as between themselves according to the terms of 

this declaration. 

The High Contracting Parties will exert every effort to induce other States to accede to the 

present Protocol. Such accession will be notified to the Government of the French Republic, and 

by the latter to all signatories and acceding Powers, and will take effect on the date of the 

notification by the Government of the French Republic. 

The present Protocol, of which the English and French texts are both authentic, shall be ratified 

as soon as possible. It shall bear to-day's date. 

The ratifications of the present Protocol shall be addressed to the Government of the French 

Republic, which will at once notify the deposit of such ratification to each of the signatory and 

acceding Powers. 
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The instruments of ratification of and accession to the present Protocol will remain deposited in 

the archives of the Government of the French Republic. 

The present Protocol will come into force for each signatory Power as from the date of deposit 

of its ratification, and, from that moment, each Power will be bound as regards other Powers 

which have already deposited their ratifications. 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Protocol.  

 


