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PREFACE 

THE sixty-seven Charters described in this Catalogue, some of which are 
nearly 2000 years old, are in various languages of North and South India, 
except for one, in Javanese, which may be said to belong to Indonesia's 
Hindu heritage. All of them except eleven have been previously 
mentioned in journals, especially in Epigraphia I11dico and The Indian 
Antiquary, and Dr Albertine Gaur has made full use of such work 
already done. Most of her entries contain references to relevant articles 
by L. D. Barnett, J. F. Fleet, and others. But in bringing this scattered 
material together for the first time she has supplemented the informa
tion and judgements of her predecessors with the results of her own 
research and direct experience of India. She also quotes the opinions of 
eminent Hindu scholars who have visited the Department during the 
last ten years. 

MARTIN LINGS 
Keeper of Oriental Manuscripts 

and Printed Books 



INTRODUCTION 

Rov AL charters (Riija-siisanas) engraved on copper plates are already 
mentioned in some of the early Indian law b~oks. 1 They usually refer to 
revenue-free land granted by a king or subordinate ruler in favour of 
persons (mostly Brahmins), deities, or religious establishments. T hese 
copper plates, often bearing the seal of the donor, served the donee as 
title-deeds, proving for all time and for the benefit of his descendants his 
claim to the property. Since donation of land was an act designed to win 
religious merit t he number of copper plates issued since the beginning 
of the Christian era must have been considerable. At times we even 
come across passages where a poet, praising the unrivalled generosity 
of his patron, speaks of a shortage of copper2 as a direct result of the 
king's liberal grants of land. Though this is no doubt poetic exaggera
tion (the poet was probably hoping for a similar grant) it throws an 
interesting ligb.t on the typically Indian attitude which makes generosity 
more or less compulsory for the privileged classes. The desire to issue 
as many land grants as possible did indeed sometimes go so far as to 
make a ruler disguise the sale of land as a gift, or claim credit for a dona
tion which had been made by somebody of inferior rank during the 
king's reign. Ind. Ch. 55, for example, records plainly the sale of land. 
Although L. D. Barnett has thrown some doubt on the authenticity of 
this particular charter, copper plates recording the sale of land, either 
openly3 or in a disguised fashion (the donee is expected to render money 
or services in exchange for the grant, he has in fact to pay revenue for 
the 'gift',-• etc.), are known t o exist. These, however, were no doubt 
exceptions. 

Copper plates were valuable documents and as such carefully pre
served by the donee and his descendants. If lost, the revenue-free 

1 Accurdjng to Vip:ru ' .•. [the King) should grant land to BrahmaQas. For the informa
tion of future kings, he should also give the donee of the grant a charter written on 
cloth or copper-plate endowed with his own seal and with a description of the boun
daries of the land, of his ancestors and of the measurement of the area. He should not 
confiscate land granted by othe.rs .. . The king should kill persons who prepare spurious 
charters, and also those preparing spurious documents . . . ',eh . 3 1 vv 81-2; eh . 5, vv 
9-10 1 and vol. v, pp. cr10. 

' Balliila's Bhojaprabhanda (Nirnayasagara Press, 1932)1 p. 341 verse 162. 
3 Jo1JT11a/ of the Andhra Histuri.cal Rtmwch Socitty (Rajahmundry), vol. viii, p . 180, 

and Juurnal of tM Royal Asiatic Society (London), 1952, p. 4. 
4 Epigraphia lndi.ca, vol. xxx, pp. 114- 15; ibid. , vol. xxx.iii, p. 150; ibid., vol. xxxiv, 

p . 140. 
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holdings created by them could again relapse into ordinary rent-paying 
land. Occasionally, when charters were destroyed by fire or other 
calamities beyond human control, they were officially reissued. 1 Monks 
living in artificial caves would sometimes engrave the texts of copper
plate grants on the walls as an additional insurance.1 A large number of 
copper plates have been found immured in walls or foundations of 
houses belonging to the families of donees or hidden in small caches 
made of bricks or stone in the fields to which the grant refers.3 Some
times several plates were kept hidden together (see Ind. Ch. 58-Ind. 
Ch. 64), and plates have been found far away from their place of issue, 
which probably meant that the descendants of the original donee had 
left their old home. 

Copper-plate charters come from all over India. They are written in 
a variety of Indian languages and scripts and show considerable dif
ference in shape and size. Some are rectangular4 with angular or rounded 
edges, others resemble stone stelae,s and some grants were even written 
on axe-heads. The most popular variety, however, are plates of smaller 
size resembling palmyra leaves or bark sheets. This resemblance is not 
entirely accidental. According to literary sources, the texts were at first 
often written on perishable material like birch bark or palmyra leaf 
before they were copied on to copper. At times the text was written 
with ink directly on to the plate for the engraver to follow, and the 
quality of the engraving varies considerably. Influential rulers presiding 
over powerful courts usually had well-trained and competent engravers 
in their service, but plates issued by private individua)s6 or minor 
chieftains' are often full of errors apart from the poor quality of the 
actual engraving. In the case of some early charters the letters are formed 
by a series of dots instead of continuous lines,s and a number of early 

1 See, for example., the Kurud plates ofNarendra. Epigraphia Indica, vol. xxxi, p. 267. 
" Proceedings of the Hiswrical Records Commission, Lahore, 1940, p. 54. Such 

inscriptions have been found from the second century A.D. onwards, which means that 
the custom of engraving grants on copper plates was already well established at that 
time. See also Select Inscriptions bearitig on Indian Hist.ory and Civilisation, pp. r57, 
191 1 r93. We have many instances where royal grants were copied on temple walls or 
stone slabs: see Epigraphia Indica, vol. vi, p. 89; vol. xiii, pp. 15, 16, z7. 

' G. Buhler, Indian Pa.laeography, pp. 9g-100. 
4 Epigraphia lndica, vol. xxix, p. 168 and pfates between pp. 40 and 41. Ibid. 

vol. xxxi, plates between pp. 306 .and 307. 
s Ibid., vol. xiv, plates between pp. 348 and 349. 
6 Ibid. , vol. xxviii, p. 44. According to the Mitiikfarii on the Yii;'navalkyasmrti (ii. 

89) a royal deed had to be written in correct and elegant language, although documents 
of ordinary people were not required to be written in correct Sanskr.it and could even 
be written in the local dialect. 

' Epigraphia Indica, vol. xxviii, pp. 112, 276, z90, 324. 
8 Ibid., vol. iv, p. 54; ibid., vol. xx:i, plate facing p. z59. 
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South Indian copper plates have extremely shallow engraving. Some 
scholars believe that the letters may have been scratched into the surface 
of the plate with a sharp instrument (as a stylus is used on the palmyra 
leaf) while the plates were covered with a layer of mud. 1 The position 
of the scribe and the engraver seems to have been of considerable 
importance and proper manuals exist for the guidance of clerks who 
prepared land grants and similar documents at court.2 Single plates 
are usually quite thick, large, and have a seal affixed to the left or the 
top of the margin. Records written on more than one plate are smaller 
in size and held together by a copper ring which has the seal soldered 
to its joint (three was the most popular number though one existing 
Cora grant is written on as many as fifty-five plates).3 Bigger plates 
of later periods often have slightly raised rims in order to avoid any 
friction which might have damaged the script. Another method of pro
tecting the text consisted of riveting copper bands on to the margin 
of the inscribed side of each plate. The seal-in bronze or copper
usuall y has a countersunk surface decorated with the royal emblem, the 
legend, the donor's name, and/or various devices such as the sun and 
the moon (to indicate that the grant should last as long as sun and moon 
endured),4 a lotus, lamp-stands, cowries, and auspicious symbols or 
religious emblems indicative of the donor's spiritual affinities. Some 
of the royal seals are quite large and heavy and elaborately decorated. 
Most charters described in this Catalogue have a cut ring. This may 
mean that at one time an ink rubbing had been taken for scholarly 
purposes, but it can also indicate that somebody had tampered with the 
plates. Indeed, six of the present charters (i.e. Ind. Ch. 5; Ind. Ch. 9; 
Ind. Ch. I9i Ind. Ch. 46; Ind. Ch. 56; and Ind. Ch. 66) are probably 
ancient forgeries. Old, rejected plates were sometimes quite legitimately 
used to prepare new charters. In most cases they were melted down to 
form a new sheet from which smaller plates could be cut. The old 
writing was then completely lost, only traces of hammering are some
times noticeable on such plates. But, quite often, the original inscription 
was merely beaten out with a hammer and the new text written over the 
erasure,s leaving a good deal of the original inscription still visible. 
The first plate of Ind. Ch. IZ, for example, bears traces of an inscription 

1 Epigraphia lndiea, vol. xxvii, plates between pp. 128, 129, 130, 131. 
2 G. Biihler, Indian Pa/(Uography. p. 102. 
J Th.is is the Karandai inscription from the 8th regnal year of the Cora Rajendra 1 

(A.O. 1016- 1043) : see Journal of Ori.ental Research (Madras), vol. xix, p. 148. 
• Epigrapma lndica, vol. xxxii, plate between pp. 168 and 169. 
s Ibid., vol. xxv, plate facing p. 19 1 ; ibid., vol. xxiii, plate facing p. 1o6. 
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which may refer to the names of the original donees. Doubts have been 
cast on the authenticity of Ind. Ck. 54 and Ind. Ck. 66 but the plates 
may well be genuine. Ind. Ch. IJ recording-in Sanskrit-a grant made 
by the Mahariijiidlririija Arivarman [Harivarman] has often been called 
a forgery but is probably perfectly authentic. The grant is dated Saka
samvat 169 [i.e. A.D. 247/8] and if genuine would be the earliest exist
ing copper-plate charter; a place so far held by the Prakrit charters 
of the Pallava kings of Kanchi and the Mayidavolu and Hirahadagaddi 
plates of Sivaskandavarman, both assigned to the middle of the fourth 
century A.D.' 

The text of most charters can be divided into three basic sections: 
introduction, notification, and conclusion. Grants from different histori
cal periods, different geographical areas, and different rulers may show 
alterations or omissions but the pattern is usually the same. The introduc
tory section of the grant opens with an invocation which can vary from 
a single word (like sidd.ham, 2 svasti, Om) to a lengthy passage in verse and 
prose in honour of the grantor's favourite deities. Some medieval copper 
plates may also bear the representation of the royal crest instead of a seal. 3 

Then follows the name of the place where the grant was issued. Since 
grants were usually issued in the capital of the donor the place-name 
may well be omitted because it was taken for granted that everybody 
knew about it. But a royal camp-in the case of a military expedition 
-or a place of pilgrimage, may equally well have served suitably for 
issuing a grant. The most important part of the introduction is the 
portion which deals with the name of the donor, his royal titles, his 
ancestry, sometimes even his military conquests or descriptions of other 
grants, especially if made to religious establishments. In the case of 
later grants this part is often extremely long and elaborate and as such 
a useful source of information for the historian. Whole genealogies 
have been pieced together solely on the basis of various copper-plate 
grants. Since, as a whole, Indians lack the sharp historical sense which, 
for example, distinguishes the Arabs the value of those charters can 
hardly be overestimated. The portion related to the donor is often 
couched in most poetic and extravagant terms. Legendary and factual 
history, the actual deeds of the king and the description of his real or 
(one is sometimes tempted to think) imaginary personal charms and 

1 D. C. Sircar, Select lnscript:Wns beari11g on Indian Histqry and Civilisaticn, pp. 433, 
437. D. C. Sircar, The Successqrs of the Siitaviihanas in the Lower Deccan, p. 165. 

• D. C. Sircar, Select Inscriptitms bearing 011 Indian History and Civilisatum, pp. 157, 
16o, 164, 165, 169, 176, 191, 193, 196, 200, 203, 205. 

3 Epigraphia lndica, vol. xxxi, p. 72; ibid., vol. xxxii, plate facing p. x56. 
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qualities, are closely intermingled. A typical example can be found in 
Ind. Ch. 43 where the donor is described as ' ... the devotee of Mahd
vara, the illustrious Mahiiraja Guhasena, who .proved his courage by 
splitting the temples of the rutting elephants of rus enemies, the rays of 
whose footnails mingle with the glitter of the crest jewels of his enemies 
who are prostrated before him in consequence of his power, who gives 
its proper significance to the title rii.ja (winner of hearts) since he won 
the hearts of his subjects by carefully keeping to the path prescribed in 
the Smrtis, who in beauty surpasses the [god of love], in splendour the 
moon, in firmness the Lord of mountains, in depth the ocean, in wisdom 
the protector of the gods, in riches the Lord of Wealth,- who, intent on 
affording safety to those seeking refuge with him, cares not a straw for 
his own interest,-who rejoicing the hearts of the learned and of his 
affectionate friends by granting them more wealth than their prayers 
demand,-who is as it were the incarnate delight of the whole world ... ' 1 

The introductory part of the grant ends with an address to subordinates, 
officials or to the inhabitants of the area where the village or land 
described in the grant is situated. 

The notification, the central part of the grant, consists basically of 
a specification of the gift, the name of the donee, the occasion when the 
grant was made, its specific purpose, and a description of the boundaries 
of the gift land. These four items may not always appear in exactly the 
same order. Sometimes certain parts are altogether missing. 

The gift might range from one relatively small plot of land to several 
villages, just as the donee might be one person or, as in the case of a 
grant made by Rajendra Cora I , as many as 1073 Brahmins.2 The grant 
was not always given outright to a person or a religious institution. Its 
use and purpose is often specifically mentioned, as in Ind. Ch. 63 which 
states' ... for the purpose of providing annually, at the great eight-day 
sacrifice, the perpetual anointing with clarified butter fqr the temple of 
the Arhat which Mrgesa, the son of the General Sinha of the lineage of 
Blziiradviija, had caused to be built at Palasika, and that whatever might 
remain over after this was to be devoted to the purpose of feeding the 
whole sect .. .', or, more straightforward in Ind. Ch. 65, a village was 
given to a Brahmin ' ... in order to provide for oblations, incense and 
lamps for the goddess .. .'.The majority of grants mention that the gift 
was made at the occasion of an eclipse of the sun or the moon (this 
offers the historian a means for checking the authenticity of certain 

1 Indian Antiquary, vol. iv, p. 175. 
• Journal of Oriental Research (Madras), vol. xix, p. 148. 
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grants), a religious festival, a visit to a sacred temple, or simply after 
the donor had taken a ceremonial bath in the waters of a holy river. 1 

The purpose of the grant-usually the accumulation of religious merit 
in favour of the donor and his family-is frequently mentioned. Some
times the grant was made at the request of the donor's wife, mother, 
sister, his ·parents, an official of his court, or some subordinate ruler. 
In Ind. Ch. 24 a village was given to a Jain teacher at the request of 
a certain lady called Chamekamba who seems to have been a professional 
courtesan and one of the king's mistresses. In cases where the boundaries 
of the grant were locally well known they are often only vaguely defined, 
but in other cases great care is taken to make sure that the gift land 
could not be violated either by ignorance or by pleading ignorance of 
its actual boundaries. 

The concluding part of the charter begins with a stem request on the 
part of the donor to respect the gift. This request is addressed to all 
present and future kings of his own or any other lineage. Those who fail 
to obey are threatened with 60,000 years in hell and a never-ending 
rebirth (see Ind. Ch. 60), or guilty of the sin of slaughtering a thousand 
cows at Varai;iasi.2 However, those who respect the grant can hope for 
high rewards; thus a passage in Ind. Ch. 62 states that the ' ... king 
who, from envy or negligence or even avarice, injures those (nivartanas), 
his family shall be plunged into hell and shall not escape from it up to 
the seventh generation; but he whether born in his own lineage or in the 
lineage of another, who, being desirous of acquiring religious merits, 
preserves them, shall disport himself for a long time in heaven with the 
lovely women of the gods ... ' Usually a grant ends with the name of 
the official responsible for the preparation of the document and the date 
when the grant was made. The date (missing in some charters) may 
either be given in great detail or just mentioned by ref erring to the year 
of the king's rule in which the grant was made. 

Copper plates (as indeed most epigraphic data) are usually dated 
according to regnal reckoning or according to a particular era. The 
month, fortnight, and day are sometimes mentioned (especially in 
later charters) and occasionally additional details such as the na~atra, 
etc., are added. The date of the actual grant is sometimes earlier than 
that of the issue of the plates,3 and the year quoted may be current or 
expired, just as it is not always certain whether the regnal years of a king 

' Epigraphia Indica, vol. x.xix, p. 8, text line 46. 
2 Ibid., vol. xxxii, p. 174. 
J Ibid., vol. xvii, p. 337· 
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were counted exactly from the date of his accession or whether they were 
adjusted with the regular years of the almanac. Added to this, the 
competence of the astrologer who worked out the date is an important 
factor as to its reliability. (Sometimes a court astrologer had reasons to 
fabricate a cosmic moment-such as an eclipse of the sun-to add 
further justification and weight to the issue of a grant.) The earliest 
documents of Indian kings do not refer to eras but only to regnal years. 
In the case of some dynasties, like the Guptas or the dynasty of Vikra
miiditya (Vikrama-samvat), this regnal reckoning led eventually to the 
establishment of proper eras. The majority of the sixty-seven charters 
discussed in this Catalogue are dated in the Vikrama or the Saka era. 
Vikrama-samvat begins in 58 B.c., Saka-samvat in A.D. 78/9. These 
are the two most popular ancient Indian systems of dating. Samvat 
originally only meant 'year' but in the course of time it began to stand 
for 'era'. In some of the later, unedited plates (see Ind. Ch. I8 or Ind. 
Ch. 33) L. D. Barnett (in some of his notes) has translated Samvat 
simply as belonging to the Vikrama era which is probably perfectly 
justified. Other, less well-known eras mentioned in the Catalogue are the 
Cedi era and the Valabhi- Gupta era. The Cedi date1 of reckoning was 
first used by the Kalacuris who ruled over the ancient Cedi country 
with Tripuri as their capital. The first inscription bearing this date 
comes from the Konkan and belongs to the middle of the fifth century 
A.D. Its use does not seem to have spread far beyond the sphere of 
influence of the Kalacuris and after the fall of this dynasty in the 
thirteenth century it went out of use altogether. The Cedi era is generally 
thought to begin about A.D. 248/9, although there are discrepancies in 
various inscriptions. The Valabhi-Gupta era is believed to begin in 
A.D. 319 but this date too is not accepted by everyone. 

The sixty-seven charters come from various parts of India. They are 
written in Sanskrit, [Old]-Kannada, Prakrit, Tamil, [Old]-Telugu, 
Hindi, Gujarati, a mixed dialect of Hindi and Gujarati and in Rajasthani. 
One charter comes from South-East Asia and is written in Javanese. 
The scripts used are Grantha, Nagari, Tamil, Vatter.uttu, Old-Kannada, 
Nandiniigari, and Devaniigari. The dynasties or royal houses to which 
the grantor.s belonged were those of the Pallavas, the Pai;iQ.yas, Eastern 
Ca!ukyas, Western Ca!ukyas, Ral?trakiitas, Gangas, Sendrakas, Gurjaras, 
the ReQ.Q.i kings of Rajahmundry, Cedi rulers, Kanauj kings, Siliiharas, 
Devagiri-Yadava kings, the Kadambas and the kings of Kaq1ii~a, the 
successors of the kings of Vijayanagar. They were either Hindus, 

1 I11dia11 Ant:iquary, vol. xx, p. 84; ibid., vol. xxii, p . 82. 
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Buddhists, or Jains. Eleven of the grants (Ind. Ch. I 8; Ind. Ch. 39; 
Ind. Ch. 40; Ind. Ch. ,µ;Ind. Ch. 45; Ind. Ch. 50; Ind. Ch. SI; Ind. 
Ch. 55; Ind. Ch. 56; Ind. Ch. 66; and Ind. Ch. 67) have not yet been 
properly edited. The majority of the unedited plates are as late as the 
nineteenth century and therefore of limited importance, except for Ind. 
Ch. 55 which, dated in Kali-yuga, seems to belong to the fifteenth 
cent1;1ry and is written in Tamil Ind. Ch. 66 comes from the seventh 
century and Ind. Ch. 67 consists of seven miscellaneous plates with 
incomplete texts, all from the eighth century, written in Grantha and 
rather badly damaged. Some of the grants were edited before the plates 
came into the possession of the Museum and anybody coming by chance 
across an article discussing them (usually either in the Indian Antiquary 
or the Epigraphia Indica) might well have wondered what had become 
of them. Copper-plate charters often have a quite adventurous history. 
Ind. Ch. I, for example, was first discussed by B. Gangdhara Shastri in 
a very superficial manner in 1844. After this the plates disappeared 
C?mpletely until they suddenly turned up in a London auction room in 
1884 where A. W . Franks bought them and presented them to the 
Museum. 1 Some of the plates might greatly benefit from a re-editing of 
the text as much epigraphic evidence has come to light since the end 
of the last century. 

The majority of the charters (Ind. Ch. 2-Ind. Ch. IS and Ind. Ch. 2I
Ind. Ch. 32) were presented to the Museum by Sir Walter Elliot in 
1887. Ind. Ch. I and Ind. Ch. 44-Ind. Ch. 46 were presented by Sir 
Augustus Wollaston Franks. The Mahariija Venkates Raman Prasad 
Singh of Rewah presented Ind. Ch. 34-Ind. Ch. 4I to the Museum in 
1889, using for this purpose the offices of Major D. W. K. Barr, Political 
Agent in Rewah. J. F. Fleet presented Ind. Ch. 42 and in 1917, after his 
death, Ind. Ch. 58-Jnd. Ch. 64 reached the collection of the Depart
ment by bequest. Ind. Ch. 50 and Ind. Ch. 51 were presented by a 
Mrs Steuart and Ind. Ch. 65 was the gift of A. Scott Napier. The 
Museum purchased Ind. Ch. 43 from Mr William Payne; Ind. Ch. 16 
from Lieut.-Colonel H. Szczepanski (10 July 1886); Ind. Ch. 17 and 
Ind. Ch. 18 from Mr Archibald Carlleyle (23 November 1887); Ind. 
Ch. 19 and Ind. Ch. 20 from Dr G. Buhler; Ind. Ch. 48 and Ind. Ch. 49 
from Colonel G. H. Hall (in 19II}; and Ind. Ch. 52 from E.W. Martin
dell. Ind. Ch. 47 seems to have been presented by Mr James Burgess. 
Ind. Ch. 57 comes from the Stamford Raffles Collection (Singapore) 
and Ind. Ch. 66 reached the Museum via Miss C. M. Newton, although 

1 Indian Antiquary, vol. xix, pp. 303-11. 
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it is uncertain whether by donation or purchase. There are no records 
about the original ownership of Ind. Ch. 33; Ind. Ch. 53; Ind. Ch. 54; 
Ind. Ch. 55; Ind. Ch. 56; and lnd. Ch. 66; nor about the miscellaneous 
collection of charters listed under Ind. Ch. 67. 

London, July I97r 



THE CHARTERS 

IND. CH. 1 

Three copper plates (17·5 X 8 cm.} held together by a cut copper ring 
with a circular seal (2 cm. diameter}. The countersunk surface of the 
seal bears, written across the centre, the legend Sri Bittarasa (i.e. the 
illustrious king Bit1i or Bit1a). Underneath a boar, facing to the proper 
right, is squatting on his haunches. Above the inscription appears a 
representation of the moon. 

The grant is written in Sanskrit. It was made in the eighth year of the 
reign of the Mahiiriija (scil. the Western Ca!ukya Pulakesin II) by the 
Yuvariija Vi~t;iuvardhana I [also called V~siddhi], the founder of 
the Eastern branch of the CaJukya family. The inscription records that 
in Saka-samvat 539/40 (i.e. A.O. 616/17} '. .. for the acquisition of 
religious merit by his parents and by himself, on the full-moon tithi of 
the month Kii.rttika there had been given, with libations of water 
according to due rite, the village named Alandatirtha, in the Srinilaya 
bhoga, on the north of the agriihiiTa of At;iopalya and on the south bank 
of the river Bhimarathi, to the sons of La~maiµsvamin . . . for the 
maintainance of the great five sacrifices . . . ' . The plates were found at 
Satara. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese lnscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. xix, pp. 303-11 . Bal Gangadhar Sastri, Journal of the Bmnbay 
Branch of the R ayal Asiatic Soci~ty, vol. ii (1844). [This article gives the 
first, rather inadequate publication of the grant.] Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, 
App. no. 547 (p. 92). 

IND. CH. 2 

T hree copper plates (15 X 5 cm.} held together by a cut copper ring with 
a circular seal (3 cm. diameter). Sunk into the surface of the seal is the 
figure of an animal described by F leet as a deer which, however, looks 
more like a long-horned humped bull. The inscription is in Prakrit and 
records a_ grant made to the god Narayru;ta by the Queen consort of 
the Yuvamahii.riija Vijayabuddhavarma in the reign of the Mahii.riija 
Vijayaskandavarma. The copper plates were found in the Guntur 
district. No date is given but they are obviously the record of an early 
Pallava grant. 
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J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. ix, pp. 1cxr1. Epigraphia: Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 616 (p. 106). 

IND. CH. 3 

Three copper plates ( 23 X 4 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a circular seal (2 cm. diameter). An emblem has been scratched 
into the flat sutface of the seal which Fleet interpreted as a god sitting 
cross-legged on an altar. The third plate, now blank, shows traces of 
a carefully beaten-out inscription. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit and it records how the Riija 
Attivarma of the race of king Kandara gave the village of Anturkkur, 
and a field measuring eight hundred pat#s (or a field called A~tasata
patti) at the village of Tanthikontha on the south bank of the river 
Kr!?1J.abe1:u;1a to a Brahmin named KottiSarmiL The grant is not dated 
but belongs apparently to an early period of the Pallava· dynasty. 

The plates were found in Gorantla in the Guntur district. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. ix, pp. 1oz-3. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 1015 (p. 162). 

IND. CH. 4 

Ten copper plates (27·5x8 cm.) held together by a thin, cut copper 
ring without a seal. The grant is written partly in Sanskrit in the 
Grantha script (lines 1-30 and lines 142-50), and partly in Tamil using 
Vatteruttu characters (lines 31-141 and 151-5). Sanskrit words occur
ring in Tamil passages are also written in Grantha, but their spelling 
is often influenced by Tamil rules of orthography. The plates are 
numbered with Grantha letter symbols. 

This grant is of special historical interest. The Sanskrit portion begins 
with an invocation of the god Siva, followed by tales related to the 
Pfu;lgya lineage. The Tamil part contains the actual grant. It describes 
how the PaJ).gya Icing Palyagamudukugumi Peruvarudi gave the village 
Vetvikugi (i.e. the village of sacrifice) to Narkorrau, the headman of 
Korkai, in appreciation of a Vedic sacrifice performed by the latter. 
Then follows a historical narration, describing how the country was 
conquered by enemies and reconquered by the Pfu;lc;lyas. After many 
battles king Parantaka Neguiijagaiyau. succeeded in re-establishing 
a more permanent peace. ' ... while the third year of the reign of this 
king was current, one day a bystander of Kiigal [i.e. Madurai], the city 
of mansions and high ramparts, having cried out by way of complaint 
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the king at once called him mildly and was pleased to ask him first : 
"What is your complaint?" The bystander submitted thus: "Oh mighty 
king of powerful army. Formerly without swerving from the pure path 
prescribed by law, the village called Ve!vilruc;li included in Pagau.iir
kiirram, whose flowery groves touched the sky, was designated VeJvi
kuc;li ... was granted through the Ke/vi [Brahmins] by your ancestor, 
the great lord known as Palyagamuduku<;l.umi Peruvaftidi, who pro
tected the earth girt by the ocean with an army of spearmen who never 

• ~~l.k~· ~~1)';r,il,.: 
.. ·•lfl·~t,:·,tt.~R. .. 'ii...~. 1. · ~ 1..l~~;lii..) 

$;1£i'iS 
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Ind. Cb. 4. Example of Vatteruttu script 

missed. It has since been resumed by the ignoble yet ocean-like army 
of the Ka!abhras." The king gently smiled and said: "Very well, very 
well, prove the antiquity of the gift by a reference to the district assembly 
and receive it back." He proved then and there the antiquity of his claim 
... Thereupon the powerful king of long arms holding the bow, being 
overjoyed was pleased to declare: ''What was granted by my ancestors 
according to rule, is also granted by Us." And saying so, he of many 
chariots and ocean-like army, gave it with libations of water to Kamak
kiii;U Narchitigaq, the headman of Korkai .. .' (lines 103- 17). The 
composer of the Tamil portion was the Senapati Ena.di alias Cattaq 
Cattaq, the engraver's name was Yuddhakesari Perumb~aikkii.ra.Q. The 
engraving was ordered by the king himself. 

The ten plates of the Ve!vilmc;li grant were found at Madakulam. 
There is some controversy about the actual date of the grant but 
according to historical evidence it was probably made in A.D. 769/70. 
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H. Krishna Shastri, 'Velvilrudi Grant of Nedunjadaiyan: the Third Year of 
his Reign', in Epigraphia lndica, vol. xvii, pp. 291-309. K. G. Shankara, 
'The Velvikudi Plates of Jatila Parantakar' (c. A.D. 770), in Quarterly Journal 
of the Mythic Society (Bangalore), vol. xiii, no. 1 , pp. 448-s8. Progresr 
Report of the Assistant Archaeological Superintendentfor Epigraphy, Southern 
Circle, 1906--7, p. 62, and 1907-8, p. 62. Robert Sewell, The Historical 
Inscriptions of Southern India (Madras) 1932, p. 30. 

IND. CH. 5 

Two thick copper plates (30 X 14· 5 cm.) with raised rims, showing minor 
damages and repairs. The text is incomplete; originally a third plate, 
now missing, may have been added to the grant. The two existing plates 
are held together by a cut copper ring with square seal (4 X4·5 cm.). 
The seal shows a representation of the moon and the sun and under
neath a boar facing to the proper left. 

The grant is probably a forgery. It claims to have been made by the 
Western CaJukya Vikramaditya I and gives the date Saka-samvat 532 
(i.e. A.D. 610). Both the language and orthography of the grant are full 
of mistakes. The characters are fully developed Old Kannada characters 
of the ninth or tenth century, though attempts have occasionally been 
made to imitate more ancient forms. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old Canarese Inscriptions', in The lttdian Anti
quary, vol. vii, pp. 217--zo. A. C. Burnell, Elements of South Indian Palaeo
graphy, revised edition, Delhi, 1968, p. 87, plate xx:ii Walter Elliot, Journal 
Madras Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. vii, p. 199. Unlike Fleet 
and Barnett, Burnell and EJJiot seem to accept the authenticity of the grant. 
Burnell and Elliot date the grant Saka-samvat 530 (i.e. A.D. 608) 

IND. CH. 6 

Seven copper plates (zox 5·5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with an oval seal (4xo·75 cm.). The seal shows a representation of the 
moon, written across the centre the legend Sri Vifamasiddhi, and below 
it a lotus. The language of the grant is Sanskrit, rather ungrammatical 
in places, and the characters are of the early Eastern CaJukya type. All 
seven plates are well preserved. 

The grant was made by the Eastern CaJukya Mahiiraja Vi!?I.luvar
dhana II, a grandson of Vi1:?i;iuvardhana I, on the ' ... 1oth day of the 
bright fortnight of the month Caitra under the Magha-na~atra ... ' in 
the second year of the king's reign. J. F. Fleet has equated this date with 
Saka-samvat 590 (i.e. A.D. 668/9) whereas L. D. Barnett comes to the 
conclusion that the grant was made on r 3 March, A.D. 664. The grant 
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describes the division of the village of Reyiiru which, at the king's order, 
was given to a number of different people. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The lndWn Antiquary, 
vol. vii, pp. 186"'"92, and vol. viii , p. 320 (plates). Epigraphia lndica, vol. vji, 
App. no. 550 (p. 93). 

I ND. CH. 7 

Two copper plates (r6 x 5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring with 
a circular seal (4·5 cm. diameter). The seal shows, in relief, at the top 
the moon, in the middle the legend Sri Vi~amasiddhi, and below a lotus. 

The language is Sanskrit, and the characters are of the usual Eastern 
Caiukya type. The two plates form the beginning of a grant made by the 
Eastern caiukya Mahiiriija Vi~9uvardhana II. It is addressed to ' ... all 
who reside at the village of Paijiva<;la in the district of Gudrahara in 
the vicinity of Arutaitkiir ... ' , informing them that ' ... at this village in 
the fifth year of Our victorious reign in the month of Phalgw,ia, on the 
day of the new-moon, on account of an eclipse of the sun there has been 
given to Dhruva5arma, who has studied two Vedas, the son's son of 
Dhruvasarma who inhabited the city of Asanapura .. .'. After some 
further reference to the person of the donee the grant breaks off. 
J. F. Fleet translated the date into Saka-samvat 581 (i.e. A.D. 659/60), 
whereas L. D . Barnett gave 17 February, A.D. 668 as a possible date. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vii, pp. 191-z. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 551 (p. 93). 

IND. CH. 8 

Five copper plates (18·5 X 9·5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a round seal (6 cm. diameter). The top of the seal shows representa
tions of the sun and the moon; below it are a boar facing to the proper 
left and an elephant-goad. The legend Sri Tribhuvaniimkuia (i.e. the 
elephant-goad of Sri Tribhuvanan) is written across the centre of the 
seal. The lowest part of the seal is decorated by an open lotus. 

The grant is written in Sanskrit. It begins with the usual invocations, 
followed by a reference to the lineage of the Eastern Ca!ukyas. The 
donee's name is given as Par;i.9iya, a Brahmin of the Bharadvaja gotra 
' ... worthy to be prescribed as an example for good people, possessing 
a personal appearance that was commended, having an undisturbed 
mind, pure, versed in the three Vedas, and resolute in investigating 
proper behaviour. To him, the religious student, the pilgrim, who has 
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devoted himself to conciliating my feet, the village named Pa<;lamkaliiru 
... has been given by Us on the occasion of an eclipse of the moon ... '. 
The grantor is the Eastern CaJukya Mahiirajadhiriija Ammaraja II, 
also called Vijayaditya VI. The grant was made in Saka-samvat 867 
which L. D. Barnett translated into 5 December, A.D. 945. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. vii, pp. 15-16. A. C. Burnell, Elements of South Indian Palaeo
graphy, plate xxv. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 563 (p. 95). 

IND. CH. 9 

Five copper plates ( 22 X 7 cm.) with raised rims held together by a cut 
copper ring. One plate is without inscription. The orthography of the 
grant is rather inaccurate. Up to line seventeen the language is Sanskrit. 
The rest is written in Old-Telugu. The grant records the gift. of the 
village of Prt:hivippallavapagana by the Eastern CaJukya Mahariija Vi~
.i;iuvardhana V, son of Vijayaditya Il and grandson of Vi~i:iuvardhana IV. 
No date is given and the grant itself is of dubious authenticity. 

The plates were found at Ahadanakaram, Madras Presidency. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions' , in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xiii, pp. 185-?. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. SSS (p. 94). 

IND. CH. 10 
Three copper plates (20·5 X 9 cm.) with raised rims held together by 
a copper ring with a circular seal (6·5 cm. diameter). The ring is now 
cut but was apparently still intact when Fleet examined the plates. 
The seal shows, in relief on a countersunk surface, the legend Sri Tri
bhuvanamkuia written across the centre. Above it is a representation of 
the moon, below it a standing boar facing to the proper right and a lotus. 
Fleet speaks of 'the sun and the moon ' but it is difficult to distinguish 
anything that could be identified as a representation of the sun. The 
plates seem to have suffered considerable damage in the last hundred 
years. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit. The grant was made by the 
Eastern CaJukya Mahiirii.jii.dhiriija Ammaraja II, also called Vijayaditya 
VI, at the request of his wife's parents Kama and Nayamlimbli. It 
records the gift of a field at the village of Gui;t<;lugolanu, in the vifaya of 
Veiigi (or Veiigina1;u;lu ), to a Brahm in named Vamana8arma of the 
Bhliradvaja gotra, who was an inhabitant of the village of K.alliiru. 
No date is given. 
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J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscription s', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xiii, pp. 248-50. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 566 (p. 96). 

IND. CH. 11 

Three copper plates ( 14 · 5 X 6· 5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a circular seal (3·5 cm. diameter). The seal shows, in relief on 
a countersunk surface, the god Siva sitting with bent knees so that the 
soles of his feet touch each other, holding a serpent with spread hood 
in each hand. 

The language of the grant is Old-Kannada. The grant is dated 
Saka-samvat 726 (i.e. A.O. 803/4) and records that' ... when the king 
[the Ra~trakuta Mahariijiidhi'riija Goyinda (Govindaraja III) Pra
bhiitavar~a], in the increasing time of his reign, having conquered 
Dantiga who ruled over Kaiichi, had come to levy tribute, and when his 
encampments were on the bank of the river Tungabhadre, and when, 
having at his first visit approved of the tirtha called Ramesvara, he came 
there again to spear the boars that bad been preserved,-having seen 
that the tirtha was an excellent one he allotted to the Gorava named 
Sivadhari . . . the grant of the king Kirttivarma to the god Parmes
vara .. .'. 

J. F . Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xi, pp. 125--'7· Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 62 (p. 10). L .D. Bar
nett calculates the date aa 4 April, A.D. 804. 

IND. CH. 12 

Seven copper plates (22 x 5·5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with an irregularly shaped seal (c. 3 · 5 X 4 cm.) The seal shows, in high 
relief, an elephant facing to the proper right. The plates are narrower 
in the middle and have slightly raised rims. They are severely corroded. 
The outer side of the first plate bears the inscription: Vinammaya 
magan- Dasivimmana magan-Dikesamma; probably the name (or 
names) of the person(s) who, at one time, owned the seven plates. 
Lines 1- 48 and lines 62- 3 are written in Sanskrit. Lines 49--61 and the 
lines between 64 and the end of the inscription are in Old-Kannada. 
The language is rather corrupt and the text lacks continuity. Fleet 
states that without the assistance of the Merkara and Nagamangala 
plates translated by Rice in The Indian Antiquary, vol. v, p. 138, he 
would not have been able to decipher diem. 

The inscription begins with the usual invocations, followed by a 
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reference to the lineage of the Ganga kings. The grantor's name is given 
as Eraganga governing the Torenac;l.u Five-hundred, the Kongajnac;l.u 
Two-thousand, and the Male Thousand. He is reported to have granted 
a site, or village, called Panekoc;lupadi. No date is given. The grant 
might be a ninth-century fabrication. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xiv, pp. 229-33· Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 116 (p. 21). 

IND. CH. 13 

Three copper plates (22x8·5 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a round seal (2 cm. diameter). The seal shows, in relief on a counter
sunk surface, a standing elephant facing to the proper left. The third 
plate is damaged. 

The language is Sanskrit until line ten; then a mixture of Sanskrit and 
Old-Kannada has been used. The grant claims to have been drawn up in 
Saka-samvat 169 [i.e. A.D. 247/8] and records' ... a gift of him who is 
Arivarma [i.e. the Ganga Mahii.rajiidhiriija Arivarman (Harivarman)]. 
When 169 years bad expired in the Saka era, in the Prabhava samvat
sara,- a Bauddha disputant, named Vadimadagajendra, in the pride of his 
learning published a paper in the doorway of the palace [of the city] of 
Tatavanapura to the effect that he was pre-eminent in logic and grammar 
and all other kinds of knowledge. And when Madhavabhatta, the son of 
Govindabhaga, of the Bhrgu gotra having declared the meaning of that 
paper in detail, established the existence of the living soul,-while his 
opponent maintained the non-existence of the living soul,-and van
quished Vadimadagajendra with the elephant-goad of his theory,-the 
king was pleased, and conferred on Miidhavabha!ta the patta of 'a lion 
to the elephants which are disputants' , and, on Friday, the day of the 
new-moon of Phiilgut.ta under the Reuati-nakfatra, and in the Vrddhi 
yoga and while the sun was in conjunction with the Bull, gave him, free 
from all opposing claims, and to continue as long as the moon and the 
sun might last, the village of 0reko9u in the Maisunac;lu Seventy . . . ' 
The grant has often been called a tenth-century forgery but R. Naga
swamy, Director of Archaeology (Madras), who examined the plates 
during a recent visit to London, believes them to be genuine. The plates 
were found at Tanjore. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. viii, pp. 212-15. A. C. Burnell. Elements of South Ind£an Paleography, 
revised edition, p. 34. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 108 (p. 20). 
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IND. CH. 14 
Five copper plates ( 26 X 1 o cm.) with raised rims held together by 
a cut copper ring with a round seaJ (8 cm. diameter). The legend Sri 
Tribhuvana1flkuia is written across the centre of the seal. Above it are 
the moon and an elephant-goad, below it a boar facing to the proper 
left, a sankha-shell, two cauris, two lamp-stands, and a floral device . 
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The language of the grant is Sanskrit, the characters are Old-Kannada. 
After the customary invocations the history of the Eastern Ca!ukyas 
is discussed until the time of Kulottunga Coc;la II in whose reign 
the grant was made. The grantor is Kolani Ka~amanayaka, apparently 
Governor of the city of Sarasipuri who, in Saka-samvat 1056 (i.e. A.D. 

u34/5), gave the two villages of Ma1:11;ladogu and Ponduvagrama to 
a number of learned Brahmins. 

The plates were found at Chellur. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vii, p. z53, and vol. xiv, pp. 55-<J· Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 
574 {p. 98). 

IND. CH. 15 
Five copper plates (24·5 X 13 cm.) with raised rims held together by 
a thick, cut copper ring with a circular seal (8 cm. diameter). The seaJ 
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has, in relief on a countersunk surface, the legend Sri TribhuvaniimkuSa 
written across the centre. Above it are a boar facing to the proper left, 
the sun and the moon, two cauri.s, a double drum, a sankha-shell, and, 
close to the moon, something which may be the head of a spear (kunta). 
Below the legend are a floral device, an elephant-goad, a closed lotus 
on its stalk, and, apparently, a representation of the character ga. 

The language is Sanskrit, except for a few genitive cases in Kannada. 
The characters are Old-Kannada, typical of the period to which the 
grant belongs. The first plate has a raised rim on the outer as well as on 
the inner side. The inner side shows traces of twelve lines written in an 
older, more square-looking type of the same alphabet. These lines have 
been beaten out. 
' The text begins with a puranic genealogy followed by a narration of 
historical traditions based on puranic myths about the arrival of the 
Ca!ukyas in Southern India. This in turn is followed by a list of Eastern 
Ca!ukya kings untilRajarajail, also called Vi~i:iuvardhana, who ascended 
the throne in Saka-samVJat 9# (i.e. A.D. 1022/J). The grant was made 
during his reign on the occasion of an eclipse of the moon. It gives 
the village of Korumelli in the Guddavac.li 'Uifaya to a Brahmin named 
Ci9amarya. 

The plates were found at Korumelli. 

J, F. Fleet, 'Samkrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. xiv, pp. 48-55, and vol. vii, p. 253. Telugu Sasanams, vol. i, p. 73. 
Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 569 (p. 97). 

IND. CH. 16 

Seven copper plates (19 x 10 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a round seal (7 cm. diameter). The seal bears some kind of 
inscription. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit. The grant was made by the 
Vilitaka Mahiiraja Pravarasena ll, the son of Rudrasena ll, at the 
instance of Koi:i9araja. 

The plates were found at Chammak, East Berar. 

J. F. F leet, Inscriptions of the Early Gupta Kings, p. 236. Epigraphia Indica, 
vol. v, App. no. 619 (p. 84). . 

IND. CH. 17 

Two copper plates with raised rims, designed to fit into each other. 
One plate is 44 X 26 cm., the other is slightly smaller. Ring holes at 
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the bottom of the first and the upper part of the second plate indicate 
that at one time they were held together by a now lost ring. The 
language of the grant is Sanskrit, the characters belong to the Nii.gari 
alphabet. 

The grant was made by the Mahiirajiidhiriija Govindacandra of 
Kanauj and the Mahii.riijaputra Rajyapala. It records the gift of land 
in the Hathaw;u;ta pattalii to the Thak.lrur Devarama and his two brothers; 
but the names which appear on the first plate in line 23 do not seem to 
be the original ones. Those have apparently been punched out to make 
room for the present substitutes. The grant was made in Vikrama
samvat u99 (i.e. A.D. II42). 

The plates were found at Gagaha. 

L. D. Barnett, 'Gagaha Plates of Govindachandra of Kanauj : Samvat 1199', 
in Epigraphia lndica, vol. xiii, pp. 216-20. F. Kielhom, 'Copper-plate . 
Gran ta of the Kings of Kanauj', in The Indian Ant.iquary, vol. xviii, pp. 20-1. 

Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, App. n o. u9 (p. 18). A. Cadleyle, Archaeological 
Survey of India, vol. xxii, p. 59. 

IND. CH. 18 

One copper plate (26·5X16 cm. Seep. 12). 
The language is Hindi. The grant was issued by the Mahiiriij&lhirii.ja 

Mahadatta Sena Bahadur. It confers the office of hereditary judge 
(J.c~i) and the possession of a tenth of · the lands of Palpii on ~ 
Mardana Sena. The top of the copper plate is inscribed with the legend 
Sri-Bhaviini-Hrfikesau jayatah 1; underneath is written patra sahi. 
Then follows a circle (6·5 cm. diameter) containing the legend Svasti 
Sri Sadasiva-cara!Ja-man-Miihii.data-Sena-Bahadura-deviinii [sic], sur
rounded by various symbols. Below it, in corrupt Sanskrit, comes the 
preamble Svasti Srifuara-cara!Ja-smaratza-purvaka-Rupaniiriiyanety
iidi-vividha-virudiivali-viriijamiinmiino bhat Sriman-miihiirii.jadhiraja-iri
Sri-Sriman-Miih&Jatta-Sena-Biihadura-devanii'!l sadii samara-vijainii.m 
[sic]. Then follows the actual grant written in Hindi which is dated 
samvat 1845, Afii{lha krfl!-0 13, roz 7 (A.D. 1789 ?). The grant was 
drawn up by S~J,la P~c,iita at Palpagramma (sic). 

IND. CH. 19 

Two copper plates (27X 19 cm.) held together by two rings. One ring 
is cut, the other ring is furnished with a partly damaged seal. The seal 
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shows, on a sunken surface, the inscription Sri Dadda and a square 
emblem of undistinguishable character. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grant itself is of rather dubious 
authenticity. It is supposed to have been made by the Gurjara Mahiira
jii.dhirii.ja Dadda II Prasantaraga at Bharukaccha who ' ... presented the 
village of Tatha-Umbara [i.e. the modern Bagumra where the plates 
were found] to a BriihmaJ.la on the occasion of an eclipse of the sun, 
which happened on the new-moon day of the month Jya#1ha, when 
•PS years of the Saka king had elapsed .. .'(i.e. A.D. 493/4). 

The plates were found at Bagumra. 

G. Buhler, 'Gurjara Inscriptions, no. iii. A New Grant of Dadda II, or 
Prasantaraga', in The Indian Antiquary, vol. xvii, pp. 183--200. Epigraphia 
Indica, vol. v, App. n o. 348 (p. 49). 

I ND. CH. 20 

T wo flat copper plates (20x 14 cm.). Holes through the lower part of 
the first and the upper part of the second suggest that once they were 
held together by a ring, now lost. Only the inner side of each plate is 
inscribed. 

The language is Sanskrit, but full of mistakes. The script, typical for 
the period when the grant was drawn up, is, however, rather badly 
executed. 

The grant records the gift of the village of Balisa in the a.hara of 
Treyai:u;ia to a Brahmin named Bappasvamin Dik~ita. The grantor was 
the Sendraka king Prthivivallabha NikumbhaUa5akti. The grant was 
made in µie year 406 of the Cedi era (i.e. A.D. 654/5). 

The plates were found at Bagumra. 

G. Btihler, 'Bagumra Grant of Nikumbhallasakti; dated in the year 406', 
in TI~ Indian Antiquary, vol. xviii, pp. 265-']o. G. Bilhler, 'Uber eine Sen
draka Inschrift aus Gujarat', in Sitzungsbericht der Wiener A .kademie, Band 
cxiv, p. 169. Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, App. no. 399 (p. 56). 

IND. CH. 21 

Five copper plates ( 20 X 1 1 cm.) with raised rims held together by a 
large copper ring with a circular seal (8 cm. diameter). The script is 
excellently preserved but the seal has suffered severe damage. It seems 
that at one time the legend Sri TribhuvanamkuSa was written across the 
centre; above it are representations of the sun, the moon, a boar facing 
to the proper left, and below it are a floral device and an elephant-goad. 
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The language is Sanskrit. The grantor is the Eastern Ca!ukya 
Mahiirajiidhirii.ja Bhima II, also called Ca!ukya Bhima II V~J).uvar
dhana and GaJ).c;la-Mahendra. The inscription records the grant of the 
village of Diggubagu in the v#aya of Pagunavara to a Brahmin named 
Viddamayya of the Gautama gotra. No specific date is given. 

The plates were found at Paganavaram. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xiii, pp. 213- 15. Epi"graphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 560 (p. 95). 

IND. CH. 22 

Three copper plates (19x 10 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a circular seal (7 cm. diameter). The plates have slightly raised 
rims; one plate is partly damaged. Across the centre of the seal, in relief 
on a countersunk surface, appears the legend Sri Trihhuvanamku1a. 
Above it are the sun, the moon, an elephant-goad, two sceptres (or 
lamp-stands?), and a standing boar facing to the proper left. Under
neath the legend are a floral device and a conch-shell. 

The language is Sanskrit, except for a few Telugu words. The grant 
was made by the Eastern CaJukya Maluiriijarlhiriija Ca!ukya Bhima II 
Vi~J).uvardhana, described as ' ... the son of MeJ.amba and Vijaya
ditya .. .'.At the occasion of the sun's progress to the north, the king 
granted a field in the village of Akulamanna1;u;lu in the Gudravata
vi~aya to a student of the kramapatha named Viddammaya. No definite 
date is given. 

The plates seem to have been found at Masulipatam. 

F. Kielhom, 'Masulipatam (?)Plates of Chalukya-Bhlma II' [A.D. 934-945], in 
Epigraphia lndica, voL v, pp. 13:z-<J. Epi,graphia Jndica, vol . vii, App. no. 
561 (p. 95). 

IND. CH. 23 

Five copper plates (22·5 X 7·5 cm.) held together by a copper ring with 
a circular seal (6·5 cm. diameter). The ring is not cut but one end is 
loose in its socket. The plates have raised rims and are partly damaged 
by corrosion. The legend Sri Trihhuvaniimku1a is written across the 
centre of the seal. Above it are the sun and the moon, underneath is 
a floral device. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grantor was the Eastern Ca!ukya 
Narendramrgaraja Vijayaditya II, who gave the village of Korraparru to 
twenty-four learned Brahmins. No date is given. 
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J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xx, pp. 414-18. E. Hultzsch, South Indian Inscriptions, vol. i, p . 31. 
Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 553 (p. 93). 

IND. CH. 24 

Five copper plates (21 x I1 cm.) with raised rims held together by a cut 
copper ring with a round seal (8 cm. diameter). The upper part of the 
seal shows, in relief on a countersunk surface, the sun, the moon, and 
an elephant-goad; below it is written the legend Sri Tribhuvan[a]m
ku[Ja]~ . The centre of the seal is occupied by a standing boar, and in 
the lowest part of the seal is a half-open lotus. 

The language is mainly Sanskrit mixed with some occasional Telugu 
passages. The script belongs to the southern class of the alphabet and 
the individual letters have not been cut very deeply. 

The grant was made by the Eastern Cii.!ukya Mahiirii.jiidhiriija 
Ammarii.ja II (Vijayaditya VI), who ruled between A.D. 945 and 970. 
The text records the gift of the village of Kaluchumbarru to a Jain 
teacher named Arhanandin, made for the purpose of repairing the 
charitable dining-hall of the Jain temple SarvalokaSraya Jinabhavana. 
The king made the grant at the request of a certain lady called Ch3.me
kii.mba, apparently a professional courtesan and one of the king's 
mistresses. No definite date is given. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Kaluchumbarru Grant of Aroma II', in Epigraphia Indica, 
vol. vii , pp. 177-92. Epigraphia Indica , vol. vii, App. no. 1065 (p. 166). 

IND. CH. 25 

Five copper plates (26 x 15 cm.) with raised rims held together by 
a large, cut copper ring with a round seal (7 cm. diameter). T he legend 
Sri Tribhuvan [am ]ku.ia is written across the centre of the seal. Above it, 
in relief on a countersunk surface, a standing boar facing to the proper 
left is surrounded by the sun, the moon, an elephant-goad, two cauris, 
two lamp-stands, and a conch-shell. U ndemeath the legend is a lotus, 
a drum, a swastika, and a device which may be the character ga, or the 
representation of a throne. 

The language is Sanskrit written in Old-Kannada characters. The 
script is well preserved except for lines 103-9 which show traces of 
intentional interference. 

The grant was made by the Mahii.rajadhiraja Virac6<;ladeva, otherwise 
called V~uvardhana, of the Eastern Ca!ukya family who ruled over the 
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Vengi country. It is a Vail}i;tava inscription recording the gift of the 
village of Koleru to a temple of Vi~f.lu in Chellur. The genealogical part 
is exceptionally long and discusses the puranic, mythological, and his
torical origins of the Western and Eastern CaJukyas at great length. 
Viracogadeva became viceroy of VeilgI around A.D. 1078. The grant is 
supposed to have been made in the twenty-first year of his reign. 

The plates were found at Chellur. 

J. F . F leet, 'Chellur Copper-plate Grant of Vira-Chodadeva', in The Indian 
Antiquary, vol. xix, pp. 423-:J6. E. Hultzsch, South Indian Inscriptions, 
vol. i, p. 49. Epig,aphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 572 (p. 98). 

IND. CH. 26 

Eight copper plates (25 x 14 cm.) held together by a large, cut copper 
ring without seal. 

The language is Sanskrit except for some Telugu passages. It is 
written in T elugu characters typical of the period in question. The 
grant was made by the Maharaja Allaya Verna Regc,li in Rajahmundry 
and records how the village of Vemavaram was 'joyfully bestowed' on 
a number of 'excellent Brahmins'. The names of the donees, their 
places of origin, fathers' names, and gotras are given in great detail in 
verses 32-112. The grant is dated Saka-samvat 1356 (i .e. A.D. 1434)· 

The plates were found at Rajahmundry. 

L . D. Barnett, 'Vemavaram Grant of Allaya-Vema Redell: Saka 1356', in 
Epigraphia Indica, vol. xiii, pp. 237-59 . 

I N D. CH. 27 

Three copper plates (27x 11 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring. 
In place of the customary seal a kneeling bull has been soldered on to 
the ring. 

The grant is written in a mixture of Sanskrit and T elugu. The text 
opens with nineteen Sanskrit verses followed by the names of the twenty 
donees in Sanskrit prose. Then the boundaries of the granted village are 
discussed in Telugu prose. After this come five verses in Sanskrit and 
a concluding T elugu sentence. 

The grant records how ' ... in the Saka year ... 1296 [i .e. A.D. 

I 374/ 5] ... the king Ar;uµ-Vema [of Ko~gaviiu] gave to Brahmarzs the 
excellent village called Nagupiiru in Kol).asthala, for the religious merit 
of his sister, the illustrious Vemasiin.i . . .'. 
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E. Hultsch, 'Nadupuru Grant of Anna-Verna; Saka-Samvat 1296', in 
Epigraphio. Indica, vol. iii, pp. 286-f)2. Epigraphio. Indica, vol. vii, App. 
no. 593 (p. 103). 

IND. CH. 28 

Three copper plates (20·5 x 8 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring 
with a circular seal (5 cm. diameter). The middle of the seal shows 

Jnd. Ch. 28 

in relief the Pallava emblem: a humped bull sitting with his right leg 
stretched in front of him. On each side of the bull are a lamp-stand, 
above him five emblems of undistinguishable nature, and below him is 
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a snake-like line. An inscription, running around the outer edge of the 
seal, is no longer legible. 

The language of the grant consists of three Sanskrit verses, a passage 
in Tamil prose, and a fourth Sanskrit verse at the end. The Sanskrit 
part is written in Gra11tha; the Tamil part in Tamil characters with an 
occasional word written in Grantha. The Sanskrit portion deals with 
the usual invocations and with genealogical references. The Tamil 
section contains the actual grant made in the fourteenth regnal year of 
the Pallava king Vijaya Skandasi~ya Vikramavarman (i.e. during the 
eighth century A.o.) at the request of his feudatory Mahavali Vai:taraya. 
The grant informs the inhabitants of the district of Pa<;iuviir-konam 
and the inhabitants of Mel AQ.iayaru- na<;lu, a sub-division of the same 
district, that the village of Sarugiir has been given to a Brahmin. 

The plates were found at Rayakota in the Salem district. 

E. Hultzsch, 'Rayakota Plates of Skandasishya', in Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, 
pp. 49- 53. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii , App. no. 644 (p. no). 

I N D. CH. 29 

Five copper plates (24 x 17 cm .) with rounded tops held together by 
a cut copper ring with a circular seal (+ cm. diameter), which is movable. 
It is decorated with the rais_ed figure of a boar and some other emblems. 

The language is Sanskrit with a sprinkling of Tamil words. The 
plates refer to the reign of Verikatapati I of Katl)ata and his ancestors. 
They are dated Saka-samvat 1535 (i.e. A.D. 1613) and record the grant 
of the village of Katrapa<;li Cinnatimmapuram in the province of 
Pa<;laviQ.u to a number of Brahmins. 

L . D. Barnett, 'Two Grants of Venkat.apari: Saka 1508 and .1535', in Epigraphia 
Jndica, vol. xiii, p p . 231-7. 

I ND. CH. 30 
Five copper plates with rounded tops (18/23 X 17 cm.) held together by 
a cut copper ring with circular seal (3 cm. diameter). The seal, made 
movable by an additional ring, is decorated with the representation of 
a boar. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit, the script Nandiniigari. The 
grant was issued by the Mahiiriija Rangaraya II of K.arl)ata in Saka
samvat 1566 (i.e. A.D. 1644/5). The kings of Kar.1).3.ta were the successors 
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of the kings of Vijayanagar. The grant records the gift of the village of 
KaUakursi, situated in the kingdom of Tiruvadj, to a Brahmin named 
Ko.1;u;lappa. The composition of the stanzas is ascribed to Rama, the son 
of Kamakoti. The engraver's name was Somanatharya, son of Kamaya . . 

The plates seem to have been found at Chingleput. 

E. Hultzsch, 'Kan:tata Grants no. ii. A Grant of Ranga 11 , dated 16«-5 A.O.•, 

in The Indian Antiquary, vol. xiii, p . 153· Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. 
no. 545 (p. 92). 

IND. CH. 31 

Five copper plates with arched tops (18/24x 17 cm.) held together by 
a cut copper ring with circular seaJ (4 cm. diameter), which is movable, 
It shows, in relief, a boar standing on a kind of platform, the sun, the 
moon, and what appears to be an elephant-goad. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit, the script N andiniigari. The 
plates are numbered by Kannada characters. 

The. grant refers to the reign of the Mahii.rii.ja Verikatapati I of Kar.ttiita 
who gave the villages of Yampec;lu and Battulapalli to a Brahmin named 
Kalimili Kr!?.i:tabhana. The poet who composed the stanzas ·was K.r~a, 
the engraver's name was Ga.Qapayliciirya. The grant is dated Saka
samvat 1508 (i.e. A.D, 1586). 

The plates were found at Chittur. 

L . D . Barnett, 'Two Grants of Venkatapati I. Saka 1508 and 1535', in 
Epigraphia Jndica , voL xiii, pp. 225-:31 . 

IND. CH. 32 

Seven copper plates with arched tops (20/25 x 18 cm.) held together by 
a cut copper ring with round seal (4 cm. ruameter). The seal shows 
a boar, the sun, and the moon. The plates have raised rims for the 
protection of the script. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit, the script Nandinii.gari. The 
plates are numbered by Kannada characters and the last word of the 
grant is written in large Kannada letters. 

The plates record the grant of thirty villages by Sadasiva Raya, king 
of V.ijayanagar, to members of the Ramanuja sect living near the birth
place of the late Vai!?.i:iava saint. The boundaries of the villages are 



20 THE C HARTERS 

described in great detail. The grant was made in Saka-samvat 1478 
(i.e. A.D. 1556). 

The plates were found at Chingleput. 

F. Kielhom, 'British Museum plates of Sadasivaraya, Saka-samvat 1478', 
in Epigrapltia lndica, vol. iv, pp. 1-z2. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. 
no. 530 (p. 89). 

IND. CH. 33 

One copper plate (29X 16 cm.), broken in two. The upper part of the 
plate shows an engraved ornamental circle, a legend, and various floral 
devices. 

The language of the grant is Hindi, the script Devaniigari. The 
inscription records a land-grant made by the Mahiiraja Mukunda Sena 
Bahadur, of the same state and period and in the same style as Ind. Ch. 
I8 above. The grant is dated Samvat 1836, Fa#i u87, Phalguna iu. 7; 
which L. D. Barnett translated into 13 March, A.D. 1780. 

I N D. CH. 34 

One copper plate (33 X 25 cm. See p. 21 ). Small strips of copper are 
fastened by rivets along the edges of the plate to protect the script and 
a copper ring is attached to the top. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit written by somebody who was 
either careless or ignorant. The script is Devanagri of the twelfth 
century A.D. The grant records the gift of the village of Aha9apa<;la in 
the Khai;i<;iagaha pattalii to two Brahmins: the Thakur Mahaditya and 
the Thakur Silal).a, both sons of the Thakur Caturbhuja. The grantor 
was the Mahiirii1;1aka Kirttivarman of Kakkaregika, apparently a feuda
tory of the Cedi ruler Jayasimhadeva. The grant is dated in the Cedi 
year 926 (i.e. A.D. u74/5). 

F . Kielhom, 'Fou.r Rewah Coppe.r-plate Inscriptions', in Tire Indian Anti
quary, vol. xvii, pp. 224-']. The Rewah plates (Ind. Ch . 34-Ind. Ch. 37) 
were first described by Si.r A. Cunningham in the Archaeological Survey of 
India, vol. xxi, pp. 145-8. F . Kielhom edited them at J. F . Fleet's .request 
in The Indian A.ntiquary, vol. xvii, pp . 227-35. At the end of his ai-ticle 
Kielhom gives a genealogy of the MahiiTtb;zakas of Kakkare~ika, as deduced 
from the inscriptions. Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, App. no. 419 (p. 60). 

I N D. CH. 35 

One flat copper plate (39 x 23 cm.), badly corroded. 
The language is a very faulty Sanskrit, the script Devaniigari. The 
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grant informs the people that the' Maharii.rzaka Salakha.I).avarmadeva 
KakkareQ.ikli, who evidently owed allegiance to the Cedi ruler Vijaya
deva, gave the village of Chic;lauc;la, in the Kuyisavapalisa pattalii, to 
a number of Brahm.ins, all great-grandsons of the Thakur Madhava. 
The date is given as Vikrama-samvat 1253 (i.e. A.D. I 195). 

F. Kielhom, 'Four Rewah Copper-plate Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. xvii, pp. 227-jo. Epi'graphia lndica , vol. v, App. no. 186 (p. 27). 

lnd. Ch. 34 

IND. CH. 36 

Two copper plates, one (30X23 cm.) flat, the other (32x24 cm.) with 
raised rims (seep. 22). The plates are designed to fit into each other. 
The script is on the inside of the plates except for the names of the six 
donees which appear additionally on the outside of the first plate. 

The language is Sanskrit, the script Devaniigari. The grant was made 
by the Mahlirii.r;aka Kumarapliladeva of Kakkarec;lika; like most of his 
ancestors a devout Saivite. 
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The plates record the gift of the village of Rehl to the six sons of 
Riiuta ~vapala. The names of the donees are Sange, Siiha<Ja, Mahaita, 
Ramasiha, Somivijhii, and Savantasaraman. The grant is dated Vikrama
samvat 1297 (i.e. A.D. r239). 

F. Kielhom, 'Four Rewah Copper-plate Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. xvii, pp. 23cr4. Epigraphia Indica, vol. v, App. no. 218 (p. 32). 

IND. CH. 37 

Two copper plates (29x 19 cm. and 28 x 18 cm. respectively). The 
larger plate is inscribed on one side only, the smaller plate bears in
scriptions on both sides; they are designed to fit into each other. The 
larger plate has raised rims, the smaller plate is flat but protected by 
copper bands fixed with rivets round the edges. Holes in the lower part 
of the first and the upper part of the second plate indicate that at one 
time they were held together by a ring, now lost. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit, the script Devaniigari. Writer 
and engraver seem to have been rather careless. 

This is the last of the four Rewah plates edited by F. Kielhorn in 
vol. xvii of The Indian Antiquary. The text of the grant follows the usual 
pattern: invocations, references to the lineage of the Kakkare<,tika rulers, 
followed by the actual grant. The grantor's name is Maharii~a 
Harirajadeva. He informs the people that he has given the village of 
Agaseyi in the Vadhara pattala to the Rautas Sange, Silha<;la, Maha
ditya, and Samanatha, the sons of the Riiuta Al).ave, and to a man named 
Ramasimha whose lineage is duly given. The boundaries of the various 
estates are well described. The grant is dated Vikrama-samvat r 298 
(i.e. A.D. r240). 

F. Kielhom, 'Fou.r Rewah Copper-plate Inscriptions', in The Indian Anti
quary, vol. xvii, pp. 234-5. Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, App. no. 219 (p. 32). 

IND. CH. 38 

One flat copper plate (25x r8 cm.), inscribed on one side only. 
The language of the grant is Hindi, the script Devanfigari. The text 

records how the Mahiiriija Ravendra $al;Ub Balabhadra Sirµha conveyed 
the villages of Viradatta (Birdatt) and Majhigawa, in the Kharam Sera 
pargana, to the Princess (Maharii.jakumari) Lala Padum Kuvari. The 
grantor was a brother of the Maharii.ja Vi~vanatha Siqtha and held the 
pargana of Amar Patan for his maintenance. The grant was written by 
Gajaraja on Je1/h sudi 5 of Samvat r 892 (A.O. 1836 ?). 
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IND. CH. 39 

One flat copper plate (23 x 1 t cm.), inscribed on one side only (see 
p. 25). 

The language of the grant is Hindi, the script Devaniigari. The text 
records how the Mahiirajakumiira Biiba Balabharda Sirµha, the son of 
J ai Singh, conveyed the village of Karhil in the parganii. of Kharam 
Sera for the cult of Rama in the temple of Ak~ayavata at Citrakuta (in 
the Banda District, U.P.). The priest in charge of the temple was 
Laldasji. The grant was written by Lala Damodaraprasada, and is dated 
Afvina sudi 10 of Samvat 1883 (A.D. 1827 ?). 

IND. CH. 40 

One flat copper plate (21 X 13 cm.), inscribed on one side only. 
The language of the grant is Hindi, the script Devanii.gari. The grant 

was made by the same Balabhadra Sirµha as the previous grant. It 
assigns the village of Cakera in the parganii. of Kharam Sera to a man 
named Kolai Ram. The grant was written on Asiirh badi 1 of Samvat 
1885 (A.D. 1829 ?), at the office of Lala Gajaraja. 

IND. CH. +1 

One flat copper plate (18 X 15 cm.), inscribed on one side only. 
The language of the grant is Hindi, the script Devaniigari. It is a 

notification from Ravendra Balabhadra Siipha, announcing to the resi
dents of Majhigawa and Birdatt that he has assigned these villages to the 
Princess Padum Kuvari (see Ind. Ch. 38). The grant is dated Je#ha 
fudi 5, Samvat 1892 (A.D. 1836?). 

IND. CH. 42 

Three copper plates (27x 18·5 cm.) with raised rims, held together by 
a cut copper ring with a circular seal (7 cm. diameter). The seal shows, 
in very high relief on a slightly countersunk surface, the sun, the moon, 
and a dancing figure which Fleet describes as Hanuman (seep. 26). 

The language is Sanskrit, the script Nandinii.gari. The grant was made 
under the reign of the Devagiri Yadava king Kanhara (Kr~i:ia), the son 
of Jaitugi II. It records that in the Saumya samvatsara, when Saka n71 
(i.e. A.D. 1249/50) had expired, the minister Mallisaini, with the king's 
permission, bestowed upon thirty-two Brahmins attached to the shrine 
of the god Madhava, certain lands at Santheya Bagavagi in the Huvvalli 
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T welve in the Kuhui:ic;li district. The grant was subsequently confirmed 
by Mallisaini's son, the minister Caw:i4isaini. 

The plates were found at Chikka Bagewadi. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vii, p p . 303-8. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. JS7 (p. 64). 
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Ind. Ch. 42. Seal 

IND. CH. 43 

One copper plate (31 X 22 cm.), badly damaged at the corners. It is the 
second and last plate of a grant, the first plate seems to have been lost . 

The language is Sanskrit. The grantor was the Mahiiriija Guhasena 
of ValabhI ; the grant itself was written by Skandabhaia, Minister of 
Peace and War. It records the gift of four villages to' ... the reverend 
$3.kya monks, belonging to the eighteen schools [of the Hinayana] who 
have come from various directions to the great convent of Duc;lc;la, built 
by the venerable Duc;lc;la ... ', a sister's daughter of Dhruvasena, another 
Valabhi king. Buhler reads the date as ' ... 266 in the dark half of 
Magha .. .' of the Gupta-Valabhi era (i.e. A.D. 585), while Kielhoro 
thinks the grant was made in the year 246 of the V alabhi era (i.e. 
A.D. 565). 

The plates were found at Wala. 

J. G. BUhler, 'A grant of King Guhasena ofVaJabhi', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. iv, p. 174. F. Kielhom, 'A List of Inscriptions of Northern India about 
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A.D. 400', in Epigraphia lndica, vol. v, pp. I-<)6. Epigraphia lndica, vol. xiii, 
p. 338 (see an article by L. D. Barnett). and voL v, App. no. 465 (p. 66). 

IND. CH. 44 

One copper plate (47 X 31 cm.) with a ring hole at the top. The ring hole 
consists of a copper band held by rivets. The bell-shaped seal is ex
ceptionally large and heavy. It shows, in relief, the goddess Lak~rni 
sitting cross-legged in the middle of the seal. She is attended by two 
elephants who pour water over her. Underneath the goddess is written 

Ind. Cb. 44. Seal 

Srimat Kan;iadiva, and below this is the representation of a sitting bull 
with a drum on each side. 

The language is Sanskrit. The plate is the first one of a set, the rest 
have been lost. It is the beginning of a grant made by the Kalacuri 
King Kari:1adeva (Lak~mi-Kar.QA), the son of Gangeya of Cedi, and con
tains about twenty verses in praise of his lineage. 

E. Hultzsch, 'Goharwa Plates of Karnadeva', in Epigraphz'a lndica, vol. xi, 
p. 139. The verses praising the king's lineage are the same as the verses at 
the beginning of the Gobarwa Plates Hultzsch discusses in this article. The 
seals too are almost identical, the difference lies only in the workmanship. 
The British Museum seal is of much better quality. Hultzsch gives the date 
A.O. 1047 for the Gobarwa plates. 



28 THE CHARTERS 

IND. CH. 45 

One copper plate (22 X 16 cm.), inscribed on one side only. There are 
two small holes at the top of the plate. 

The language is a mixed dialect, half Hindi and half Gujarati; the 
script is Devanagari. The grantor was the Mahiirii.ja Diwiin Ajao Singh 
who gave the village of Salavad in the parganii. of Candlai to Kundan 
Dai, the son of Gajapati Dai. 

IND. CH. 46 

One copper plate (2ox 18 cm.) with an oval seal (9 x 7 cm.) soldered 
into the left side. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grant is of dubious authenticity. It 
is supposed to have been made by Samudragupta, in the Gupta year 9 
(c. fifth century A.D.) at Ayodhya. 

The plates were found at Gaya. 

J. F. Fleet, Inscriptions of tlu Early Gupta Kings, p. 254. Epigraphia Indica, 
vol. v, App. no. Sil (p. 71). 

IND. CH. 47 

Two copper plates (26x 17 cm.) with two holes and a thin ring still 
attached to one of the plates. The plates are inscribed on one side only. 
They are badly affected by corrosion , some corners are missing, and the 
script itself is hardly legible. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grant was made by the Mahii.riija 
Dhruvasena of Valabhi in the Gupta year 217 (i.e. A.D. 637). 

T. Bloch, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1895, p. 379. Epigraphia 
Jndica, voL v, App. no. 461 (p. 65). 

IND. CH. 48 

One copper plate (45 x 33 cm.) broken in two. The edges are badly 
damaged. A hole at the top indicates that once there might have been 
a ring and a seal. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grant was made by Govindacandra, 
Gii.haif.aviila Mahiiriija of Kanauj. It conveys the village of Jara to 
a Brahmin named Bhupati Sarman. The grant is dated Smm;at 1185 
(A.D." I 129 ?). 

The plates were found at Benares. 

A. Filhrer, Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. lvi (1887), part t, 
p. Il8. Epigraphia Indica, vol. v, App. no. 100 (p. 16). 
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IND. CH. 49 

One copper plate (37 X 29 cm.) with a ring hole at the top. The right
hand bottom corner is missing. In some places attempts seem to have 
been made to beat out the inscription. 

T he language is Sanskrit. This grant too was made by Govindacandra 
of Kanauj. It conveys the viUage of Tribha1;u;li to Bhlipati Sarman. The 
grant is dated Samvat ll8I (A.O. u25 ?). 

A. F ilhrer, Journal of the Asiatic Socie.ty of Bengal, vol. lvi (1887), part i, 
p . 11 3. Epigraphia l11dica, vol. v, App. no. 96 (p. 15). 

I ND. CH. 50 

One copper plate (38 X 27 cm.). 
T he language is a mixed dialect, half Hindi, half Gujarati. T he script 

is Devanagari. The grant was made by the Maharau Riijii Pratapa 
Sirpha. It assigns a village to the Brahmins of J aitpur· for the mainten
ance of the Km1a cult. The plate is dated V aiiakha badi 11 in Samvat 

1845 (A.D. 1789 ?). 

IND. CH. 51 

One copper plate (17 x 13 cm.), inscribed on both sides. A crudely 
drawn figure of an arrow is incised on the top of the obverse. 

T he language seems to be a Rajasthani dialect. The script is rather 
badly executed. The grant was issued by the Mahiiriija Divanaji 
Acalasirpghaji and refers to a hundred bigltiis of land, etc., granted to 
a Brahmin named Rai:iacchora. T he plate is dated Asvina badi 5 of 
Samvat x843 (A.D. 1787 ?). 

IND. CH. 52 

Three copper plates (2o x 11 cm.) held together by a copper ring with 
a circular seal (6 cm. diameter). The seal has a string of bead-like 
ornaments a.long the edge and shows, in high-relief, a representation 
of Garu<;ia: a device on the banner of the Silaharas. Garu<;ia is repre
sented as a man with a bird's beak, sitting cross-legged, his hands 
folded. Wings project from his shoulders; he wears a pointed head
dress and has a halo behind him. 

The language is Sanskrit, the characters are ancient Deva11iigari. 
The grant refers to the Siliihara Mahamatt-tf,aleivara Chittaraja Deva, 
a member of the Silahara family of northern Konkan who gave ' ... to the 
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great Brahmin Amadevaiya . . . who is devoted to the six duties of 
sacrifice ... the field known as the field of Vogal)..ibhana in the village 
Noura which lies in the $ai!?a!?ti district which is included [in the 
territory of] the famous Sthanaka ... '. The grant is dated Saka-samvat 
948 (i.e. A.D. 1026). 

The plates were found at Bhandup. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Bhandup Plates of Chittarajadeva; A.D. 1026', in Epigraphia 
Indica, vol. xii, pp. 25o-68. F. Kielhom, List of the Inscriptions of Southern 
India, vol. vii, App. no. 307. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 307 
(p. 55). W. H. Wathen, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. ii (1835), 
p. 383. G. Biihler, The Indian Antiquary, vol. v (1876), pp. 276-81 . 

Ind. Ch. 52. Seal 

IND. CH. 53 

Three copper plates (28 X 19·5 cm.) with slightly raised rims held 
together by two rings. The left ring is plain and cut; the right ring is 
uncut, of irregular shape furnished whh a circular seal (3 cm. diameter). 
In the centre of the seal, in relief on a countersunk surface, the god Siva 
is represented in a way similar to the seal of Ind. Ch. II. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit. The introductory part dis
cusses certain aspects of the history of the Ra~trakfita kings. The grant 
is dated Saka-samvat 734 (i.e. A.D. 812/13) and records the gift of the 
village of Vagapadraka, in the Ankottaka 84 circle of villages, to a 
Brahmin named Bhanu (or Bhanubhana) of the Vatsyayana gotra, 
belonging to the Caturvedis of Valabhi. Lines 70-4 record that a former 
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king had given that same village to the Caturvedis of Anakotta but that 
it had been taken away by another (obviously) evil king. Now Karka II 
wished to give it to some excellent Brahmin as a reward for his learning. 
The grantor was the Ra~t:rakuµ Mahasamantiidhipati Karkaraja Suvar
J.lavarsa of Gujarat. The fact that he does not use any royal titles may 
indicate that he was a vassal of a Rli.i?~rakli!a king of the main line. 

The plates were found at Baroda. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. xii, pp. 156-65. H. T . Prinsep, Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society, 
vol. viii, p. 292. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 65 (p. 11). 

IND. CH. 54 

Five copper plates (21 X 12 cm.) with raised rims held together by a 
copper ring with oval (4 X 3 cm.) seal showing, on a countersunk surface, 
a standing boar facing to the proper right. 

The language is Sanskrit. The grant gives the genealogy of the 
Western Ca!ukya king Pulakesin I Satyasraya. It mentions one of his 
feudatories named Samiyara, of the Rundarani}a Saindraka family, who 
was governor of the Kuhui:ic;li district. Samiyara built a Jain temple in 
the city of Alaktakanagara, the main town in a circle of 7oovillages, and, 
with the king's permission, made certain grants of lands and villages to 
the temple on the occasion of an ecl:i pse of the moon on the day of the 
full-moon of the month Vaisakha in the Vibhava samvatsara when the 
Saka year 41 r (i.e. A. D. 489/90) had expired. 

The plates were found at Altem. 

J . F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vii, pp. 20<)-17. (Fleet believes the plates to be a tenth-century forgery.) 
W. H . Wathen, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. v, p . 343. Epigraphia 
Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 2 (p. 2). 

I N D . CH. 55 

One copper plate (29/24X 19 cm.). The top is cut in ornamental curves 
to a finial . 

The Language is Tamil. The plate is dated Kali 4552 and Siirvari, in 
the reign of Venkatapati, and records a sale of lands in Karur T aluk, 
Coimbatore District, to a number of persons by Sinna Kollan PiJ!ai. 
L . D . Barnett does not accept the authenticity of the plates. Kali 4552 
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current (A.O. r450/1) corresponded to Pramoda. The nearest Sarvari 
(current) was A.D. 1420/1 and r480/1. 

IND. CH. 56 

Three copper plates (21X14 cm.) held together by a copper ring with 
a square seal (3·5 x 3 cm.), of which the bottom left corner is missing. 
The seal has a very high rim and shows, in relief, the sun, the moon, 
and underneath a boar facing to the proper left. 

The language is a rather barbarous Sanskrit written in Niigari script. 
The grant is definitely a quite late forgery. It is supposed to have been 
issued by the Ca}ukya Mahariijadhir.aja Satyasraya. 

IND. CH. 57 

Two copper plates (45 X 12 cm.). T he plates (referred to as Plate A and 
Plate B) are physically independent of each other. 

Ind. Ch. 57. Javanese grant 

The language of the grant is Javanese. Plate A records the making of 
a canal in the lemah asinan of Pabuharan by a teacher named U gra, with 
some rights and regulations to be maintained for it. Plate B records 
a grant of the attributes of the Brahman-order and K~atriya-order by 
the King to Ugra's children named Dyah Kataywat and Dyah ·Nari
yama, etc. 

Dr. Krom, Verhandelingm b. Bataviaasch Genootschap, vol. Ix (1913), p. 250. 

Cohen Stuart, Kawi-Oorkonden, no. xxx, 2, 3, and 6 (p. 38); xxii, 3 a- b, 
1-3 (p. 32) j ii, 3b. 4 (p. 7) j vii, 4b. I (p. 17). 
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IND. CH. 58 

Three copper plates ( 17 X 4 cm.) held together by a cut copper ring with 
square (3 x 2 cm.) seal showing, according to Fleet, a dog on a counter
sunk surface. 

The seven grants described as Ind. Ch. 58-Ind. Ch. 64 were found 
in 1855 by J. F. Fleet in a mound of earth close to a small well called 
Chakratirtha, a short distance outside Halsi. They are written in San
skrit in the so-called cave-alphabet which had not yet developed into 
proper Old-Kannada characters. All plates record grants made in the 
fifth century A.O. by an old dynasty of Kadamba kings. The Kadambas 
were Jains. Each inscription begins on the inside of the first plate, and 
ends on the inside of the last. T he individual plates are held together 
by thin rings furnished (in most cases) with exceptionally heavy seals. 
The texts begin usually with ' Reverence! Victorious is the holy one, 
Jinendra, who abounds in good qualities, and who is renowned as being 
extremely compassionate; the banner of his tenderness, which comforts 
the three words, is lifted up on high ... '. 

Ind. Ch. 58 is the earliest and smallest of the whole set. It also seems 
to have suffered more damage than most. The grantor was the Kadamba 
Yuvarii.ja Kakusthavarman who gave a field at the village of Kheta
grama to the General Srutakirtti. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 23-4. Jqurnal of the B<nnhay Branch of the Roya.l Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii. p. 229. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 602 (p. 105). 

IND. CH. 59 

,Three copper plates ( 20 x 7 cm.) held together by a large, thin copper 
ring with an oval seal (2·5 X4 cm.) inscribed with the name Sri MrgeJ
vara!i (see p. 34). 

The grant records how, in the eighth year of his reign, the Kadamba 
king M+gesavarman had a Jain temple built at Palasika. The king then 
endowed the temple with a gift of land. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', io The Indian Anti·quary, 
vol. vi, pp. 24-5. Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 

·vol. ix, no. xxvii, p . 229. Epigraplria Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 606 (p. 105). 

IND. CH. 60 

Five copper plates (19x6 cm.) held together by a thin copper ring with 
a bulky, square seal (3 X 2 cm.). The device on the seal has almost 
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entirely disappeared but there is a certain similarity to the 'dog' on 
Ind. Ch. 58. 

The grant was made by the Kadamba king Ravivarma who gave the 
village of Purukhetaka to the mother of his own father. ' ... the Lord 
Ravi established the ordinance at the mighty city of Palasika, that the 

Ind. Ch. 59 

glory of Jinendra, [the festival of which] lasts eight days, should be 
celebrated every year on the full moon of Karttika from the revenues of 
that village; that ascetics should be supported during the four months 
of the rainy season, that learned men, the chief of whom was Kumara
datta ... should according to justice enjoy all the material substances of 
that greatness; and that the worship of Jinendra should be perpetually 
performed by the pious countrymen and citizens ... ' 
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J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 25-'7. Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Roya.I Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii, p. 229. Epigraphia Indica , vol. vii, App. no. 608 (p. 106). 

IND. CH. 61 

Three copper plates ( 15 X 5 cm.) held together by a thin ring with an 
oval seal (2·5 x 3·5 cm.). The characters on the seal are no longer 
legible. The inscription records how ' ... Land of the measure of fifteen 
nivartanas, in the field called Kardamapaµ at Palasika, free from the 
gleaning-tax and all other burdens was assigned in a copper charter 
[and so was given] on the tenth lunar day of the sixth fortnight of the 
winter season in the eleventh year of the reign of the pious Great King 
Sri Ravivarma, by the Bhojaka Pai:t<;lara, the worshipper of the supreme 
Arhat, who had acquired the favour of the feet of the glorious king 
Bhanuvarma ... '. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 27-<). Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii, p. 229. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 610 (p. 106). 

IND. CH. 62 

Three copper plates ( i 5 X 5 cm.) held together by a thin ring with a 
bulky, square seal (3 X 2 cm.) The device on the badly defaced seal 
shows a vague resemblance to the 'dog' already mentioned. The text 
records a grant made by the Kadamba king Ravivarma who gave ' four 
nivartanas of land ' to another Jain establishment. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 29-30. Jour11al of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii, p. 229. Epigraphia Indica, vol. vii, App. no. 609 (p. 106). 

IND. CH. 63 

Three copper plates ( i 6 X 1 5 cm.) held together by a thin small ring 
with a bulky oval seal (4 X3 cm.). The seal is inscribed with the name 
Sri Harivarmii. The grant records how the Kadamba king Harivarma, 
in his fourth regnal year, gave the village of Vasuntavaiaka in the district 
of Suddikundlira to a Jain establishment' .. . for the purpose of provid
ing annually, at the great eight-day sacrifice, the perpetual anointing 
with clarified butter for the temple of the Arhat which Mrgesa, the son 
of the General Sinha of the lineage of Bhiiradviija, had caused to be 
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built at Palasika, and that whatever might remain over after this was to 
be devoted to the purpose of feeding the whole sect ... '. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 30-1. Joornal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii, p. 229. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 61 r (p. 106). 

IND. CH. 64 

Three copper plates ( 22 x 6 cm.) held together by a thin, cut ring with 
a bulky oval seal (3 X 5 cm.). The plates are partly damaged by corro
sion. The seal bears the inscriptions Sri Harivarmatia and a swastika on 
both sides. 

The text records the grant of the village of Marade '. . . for use of 
holy people and for the purpose of the celebration of the rites of the 
temple which was the property of the sect of Sramai;ias called Ahari~~i 
and the authority of which was superintended by the Acarya Dharma
nandi ... '. The grant was made at the request of king Bhlinu5akti of 
the family of the Sendrakas in the fifth regnal year of the Kadamba 
Harivarman. 

J. F. Fleet, 'Sanskrit and Old-Canarese Inscriptions', in The Indian Antiquary, 
vol. vi, pp. 31- 2. Journal of the Bombay Branch of tJ1e Royal Asiatic Society, 
vol. ix, no. xxvii, p. 229. Epigraphia lndica, vol. vii, App. no. 612 (p. 106). 

IN D. CH. 65 

Five copper plates (23 x 9 cm.) held together by a copper ring with 
a circular seal (5 cm. diameter) showing, in relief, a standing elephant. 

The language is a mixture of Sanskrit and Kannada; i.e. lines 1-33 
are in Sanskrit, 34-53 in Kannada, 54-9 in Sanskrit, 60-2 in Kannada. 

The grant was made by the Western Ganga king Rajamalla I in 
Saka-samvat 750 (elapsed) (i.e. A.O. 829/30). The text describes how 
the village of Doc;lc;lavac,li in the Manya district, was given to the Brahmin 
Deva Sarman ' . . . in order to provide for oblations, incense, and lamps 
for the goddess . . . '. 

The plates were found at Manne, near Bangalore. 

Rao Bahadur R. Narasimhachar, Annual Report of the Archaeological De
partment of Mysore State, I909-IO, p. 24. 

I ND. CH. 66 

Two copper plates (40X 31 cm.) with raised rims, two ring holes, and 
two seals. Both seals are of oval shape. The larger one (5 x 6 cm.) is 
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well preserved and shows, in relief, a bull and an unintelligible inscrip
tion. The second seal is smaller and badly corroded. Neither seal is now 
physically attached to the plates but it can be assumed that at least one 
of the seals did originally belong to them. 

The language of the grant is Sanskrit. The plates are inscribed on one 
side only. The text records how the village of Pe<;lhapatra was given to 
a Brahmin by Dhruvasena III of Valabhi in Samvat 333 (i.e. A.D. 652). 

IND. CH. 67 

A miscellaneous collection of seven (incomplete) grants on nine copper 
plates. 

Ind. Ch. 67. a. Three copper plates (29 X 20 cm.) with two ring holes. 
The plates are badly damaged by corrosion. The language is Sanskrit, 
the script Grantha. The plates give only the introductory portion of the 
grant referring to the lineage of some Vai~i;iavite and Saivite kings. The 
plates belong to the seventh or eighth century A.D. and, to all appearances, 
come from the same area as Ind. Ch. 66. 

Ind. Ch. 67. b. One copper plate (30 x 22 cm.) without ring holes, 
badly damaged by corrosion. The language is Sanskrit, the script 
Grantha though slightly different in character to the one used on the 
above grant. The plate is part of a grant made in the eighth century 
A.D. apparently by a king named Maha.raja Bhutasimha. 

Ind. Ch. 67. c. One copper plate (31x26 cm.) badly damaged by 
corrosion. The plate has two ring holes and forms part of an eighth
century grant. The language is Sanskrit, the script GrQJ1.tha. 

Ind. Ch. 67. d. One copper plate (34x25 cm.) with slightly raised 
rims badly damaged by corrosion. There are no ring holes. The language 
is Sanskrit, the script Grantha. The plate forms part of a grant belonging 
to the same time and place as Ind. Ch. 67. a. 

Ind. Ch. 67. e. One copper plate (31 X 22 cm.) badly damaged by 
corrosion. The plate forms part of an eighth-century grant. There is 
one ring hole and one corner is reinforced by a piece of metal. The 
language is Sanskrit, the script Grantha. 

Ind. Ch. 67. f. One copper plate (31X21 cm.) badly damaged by 
corrosion. One corner is missing. The plate is part of an eighth-century 
grant. 'J'he language is Sanskrit, the script Grantha. 

Ind. Ch. 6'J. g. One copper plate (33x26 cm.) badly damaged by 
corrosion with a copper-plate reinforcement at the back. The plate 
forms part of an eighth-century grant. The language is Sanskrit, the 
script Grantha. 



APPENDIX 

THE British Museum owns one additional copper-plate grant which 
is kept in the Department of Oriental Antiquities and bears the number 
I957, II-I2, I. The charter consists of one single plate inscribed on 
both sides with a seal depicting a ten-armed Siva affixed to the top. The 
language is Sanskrit, and the script an early form of the Bengali alphabet. 
The grant was made by Vijayasena of Bengal (c. A.D. 1095-u58). The 
copper plate was presented to the Museum by Captain Raymond 
Johnes. 

Inscriptions of Bengal, vol. iii (1929), pp. 57-67. R. D. Banerji, 'Barrackpur 
Grant of Vijayasena: the 32nd Year' , in Epigraphia Jndica, vol. xv, pp. 278-86. 
R. G. Basak, Siihitya, vol. xxxi (1328 B.S.), pp. 81 ff. 
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Acalasirnghaji, Divdnji, 29 
Agaseyi (village), 2J 
Ahadanakaram, charter from, 6 
Ahac;liip iic;la (village), 20 

Ajao Singh, MaJuiraja Diwan, 28 
Akulamanna1:u;iu (village), 14 
Alaktakanagara (city), J 1 

AJandatirtha (viii age), 1 

Atlaya Verna Rcc;lt;li, Maharaja, 16 
Ahem, charter from, 3 1 
Amma.riij a II [Vijayiiditya VJ], Eastern 

Ciijukya, 6, t 5 
AMa-Vema [of K o1:u;!avitu], king, 16 
AnturkkUr (village), 2 

Arivannan [Harivaraman], Ganga, x, 8 
Asanapura (city), 5 
Attivaana, JVija, 2 

Bagumra, charter from, 1 J 
Balabharda Siqiha, 23, 24 
Balisa (village), 13 
Bangalore, 36 
Bark, vi ii 
Baroda, charter from, 31 
Battulapalli (village), 19 
Benares, see ViiriJ:ta$i 
Bengal, J8 
Bengali alphabet, JS 
Bhandup, charter from, 30 
Bhiinufakti, Sendraka king, 36 
Bhiinuvarman, Kadamba king, 35 
Bhima JI ViJii;iuvardhana, Eas~em Ciiju-

kya, 14 
Bhupati Sarm:sµ, 28, 29 
Birdatt, see Vird.atta 
Boar, 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15, 18, l9, 

3 1, 32 
Brahmins, vii, xi, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, 

14, 16, 18, 19, 20, 2 1, 24, 28, 29, 30, 
32, 36, 37 

British Museum, xiv, 20, 27, 38 
Buddhism, xiii, 8, 26 
Bull, I, 8, 16, 17, J7 

Caitra (month), 4 
Cekeri (village), 24 
Ciijukya Bhima Jl , 14 
Cll)ukyas, xiii, 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 14, 15, J T, 32 
Cave-alphabet, J3 
Cedi (date/rule.r), x.iii, I J, 20, 21, 27 
Chammak (E. Berar), charter from, 10 
Chellur, charter from, 9, 16 

C hic;lauc;lii (village), 2 1 
C hikka Bagewadi, charter from, 26 
Chingleput, charter from, 19, 20 
Chittariija Deva, Siliihiira, 29 
Chittur, charter from, 19 
Coimbatore, J t 
C6ras, ix, xi 
Courtesan, xii, 1 5 

Dadda rr Prasiintariiga, 13 
Damodaraprnsiid, scribe, 24 
Deer, 1 

Department of Oriental Antiquities, Brit-
ish Museum, 38 

Devagiri-Yiidava, xiii 
Devamigari, xiii, 20, 21, 23, 24. 28, 29 
Devanirna, Thakkur, J 1 

Deva Sarman, 36 
Dhruvnsena of Valabhi I, 28 
D hruvasena of Valabh.i 11 I, 37 
D iggubarru (village), 14 
Dot;!Qaviic;li (village), 36 
Dogs, J3, 34. 35 
Drums, to, 27 
Duc;!Qii, 26 

Eclipse (sun and/or moon), xi, xiii, 5, 6, 
ro, 13, 31 

Elephants, 7, 8, 27, J6 
£ nadi, Sentipati, 3 
Engravers, viii, ix, 3, 19, 23 
Ernganga, 8 

Gagaha, charter from, 11 
Gajapati Dai, 28 
Gajaraja, scribe, 23, 24 
Gangas, xiii, 8 
Giingeya of Cedi, 27 
Garuc;la, 29 
Gaya, charter from, 28 
Goddess, xi, J6 
Goharwa plates, 27 
Gor::mtla, charter from, 2 

Gotra, 5, 6, 8, 14, 16, 30 
G6vindacand.ra of Kanauj, rr, 28, 29 
Goyinda (Govindariija 111) Prabhlita-

var.ia, Rii~traki1l<1, 7 
Grantha, xiii, xiv, 2, 18, 37 
Guhasena of Valabhi, xi, 26 
Gujarati, xiii, 28, 29 
Gw;it;lugolanu (village), 6 
Guntur, charter from, 1, 2 
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Gupta dynasty, xiii, 28 
Gupta-Valabhi, see Valabhi-Gupta 
Gurjaras, xiii, 13 

Halsi , charter from, 33, 35, 36 
Hanuman , 24 
Harirajadevn Kakkarec;likii, 23 
Harivarma, Kadamba king, 35, 36 
Hathaw:ic;li, 1 1 

H indi, xiii, 1 1, 20, 23, 24, 28, 29 

Hinduism, iii, xiii 
Hindu law, vii, xi 

Ink, viii 

Jainism, xii, xiii, 15, 31, 33, 34, 35 
Jai Singh, 24 
Jaitpur (village), 29 

Jwtugi II, 24 
Jara (vi llage), 28 
Javanese, iii, 32 
Jayasimhadi!va, Ccdi ruler, 20 

Kadambas, xiii, 33, 34, 35 
Kakusthavarman, Kadamba, 33 
Kajabhras, J 
Kalacuris, xiii, 27 
Kali-yuga, xiv, 31 
KaJ!akursi, 19 
Kalliiru (village). 6 
Kaluchumbarru (village), 15 
Kanauj kings, xiii, 11, 28 
Kaiich i, x, 7 
Kandara king, 2 

Kanhara (Knr;ia) Devagiri Yiidava king, 
24 

Kannada, x.iii, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 19, 36 
Karhil (village), 24 
Kark.arija Suvan)avarsa of Gujarat, 3 1 
Kan;iadi!va (Laklimi-Ka0)3) Kalacuri king, 

27 
Ka~ta. kings of, xiii, 19 
Kdrttika (month), 1, 34 
Kataywat, Dyah, 32 
KiitrapiirJi Cinnatimmapuram (village), 18 
Kirttivarman Kakkarec;likii, 20 

Kolani Katamaniiyaka, Governor, 9 
Koleru (village), 16 
Kor;ic;lappa, 19 
Kor;ic;laraja, ro 
Korkai (village). 3 
Korumelli, charter from , 10 

~.r;ia, the god, 29 

~r;iabhatta, Kalimili, 19 
~atriya, 32 
Kuc;lal (Madurai). 2 

Kul6ttunga C6da II, 9 

Kumirapiiladeva Kakk.are<;tik.i, 21 

Kundan Dai, son of Gajapati Dai, 28 

Liilii Padum Kuvari, princess, 23, 24 
Lolqmi, the goddess, 27 
Lalqmi-Kari:ia, 27 
Laldlisji, 24 

Madakulam, charter Crom, 3 
Madhava, the god, 24 
Mihiidatta Sena Bahadur, 1 1 

Mahivali Viir;iariiya, 18 
Majbigawa (village), 23, 24 
Mallisaini, minister, 24 
Mar;irJadorru (village), 9 
Manne, charter from, 36 
Marade (village), 36 
M asul ipotam, charter from, 14 

Mrgesavarman, Kadamba, 33 
Mukundo Sena Babiidur, Maluirdfa, 20 

Nai;lupiiru (village), 16 
Nagari, xiii, 1 r, 32 
Nandindgari, xiii, 18, r9, 24 
Niriyai:ia, the god, 1 

Narendramrgarija Viyayiiditya D, East
ern Cii!ukya, 14 

Nariyarna, Dyah, 32 

Nikumbhalla&akti, Prtbivivallabha, Sen - , 
draka, 13 

NOura (village), 30 

Pa~arilkaluru (village), 6 
Paganavaram, charter from, 14 
Paliisikii (c.ity). xi, 33, J"h JS. 36 
Pallavu, x, xiii, 1, 2, 17, 18 
PalJivac;!a (village), s 
Palmyra, viii 
Palpa, 11 

Palyagamuduku9umi Peruva.rudi, king, 
2, 3 

Pai;i9yas, xiii, z 
Panekoc;lupidi (village), 8 
Parantak.a Ne9uiijac;!aiyao, Par;i9ya, 2 

Pe9hapatra, 37 
Plliilgut,10 (month), 5, 8 
Ponduvagriima (village), 9 
Prakrit, x, 1 

Pratapa Siqiba, Ma.luirtiu Rlifd, 29 

Pra vascna 11, Viikiitaka, 1 o 
Prthivippallavapattana (vill11ge), 6 
PJthivivallabha Nikumbballasakti, Sen-

drak.a, 13 
Pulakbin I SatyiiSraya, Western Ciilu

kya, JI 
Pula.kesin II , Western Cii!ukya, 1 
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Rajahmundry, charter from, vii, i6 
Rajamalla I, Western Ganga, J6 
Rajaraja II (Vi~.i;iuvardhana), Eastern 

Calukya, to 
.Rajasthani, xiii, 29 
Rajendra CO.ra I, IX, xi 
Riijyapiila, Gahadavnla prince, r J 

Rama, cult of, 24 
Ramanuja sect, I9 
Rai;iaochora, 29 
Rai;ia Mardana Sena, I 1 

Rangaraya II of KarQiita, 18 
Ra~trakutas, xiii, 7, JO, J I 
Rayakota, charter from, 18 
Riivendra $aJ:Ub Bnlabhadra Sllpha, Ma-

hiiraja, 2J 1 24 
Ravivarma, Kadamba, J4, J5 
Rec;lc;lis of Rajahmundry, xiii 
Rehi (village), 2J 
Rewah Copper-plates, 20, 2I , 2J 

Rcyiiru (village), 5 
Rudrasena II, Viikiitaka, 10 

Sadaiyan II Parantaka, Piii:ic;lya, 4 
Sadasiva Raya, Vijayanagar, 19 
$a1vism, 2I , J7 
Salakhru:iavarmadeva Kakkarec;lika, 2 I 

Salavad (village}, 28 
Samudra Gupta, 28 
Sanskrit, viii, x, 1, 2 1 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 

11, I J, 141 151 16, 18, 20, 2I, 23, 24, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
36, 37, 38 

Snrasipuri (city), 9 
Sarugiir (village), 18 
Satara, charter from, 1 

Satyafoiya, Ciilukya, J2 

Scribe, ix 
Sendrakas, xiii, 13, 36 
Serpent, 7 
Silaba.ras, xiii, 29 
Sinna Ko!Jan Pillai, JI 
Siva, the god, 2, 7, 38 
Sivaskandavannan. x 
Skanda8~ya Vikramavarman, Pallava, 18 
Skandavanna, Pallava, 1 

Somaniitharaya, son of Kiimaya (en 
graver). 19 

Sr~r;ia Pai;ic;lita, 11 

S rutak:irtti, General , 33 
Stylus, ix 

TaJavanapura (city), 8 
Tamil, xiii, xiv, 2, 3, 181 31 
Tanjore, charter from, 8 
Tiintbikontha (village), 2 

Telugu, xiii, 6, 141 15, 16 
Tribhir;ic;ii (village), 29 

Ugra, J2 

Vao;lapadraka (village), 30 
Vaiiiiklia (month}, 3 1 

Vai~i:iavism, i6, 19, 29, 37 
Valabhi-Gupta, xiii, 26 
Vii.niJ:lasi, xii, 28 
Vasuntavataka (village), 35 
ValJerut ta, xiii, 2 

Vedas, s 
Vedic sacrifice, 2 

Vejvikuc;li (village), 2, 3, 4 
Vemasani, 16 
Vengi, 16 
VeD.katapati I, of Karn,iita, 18, 19 
Vijayabuddhavarmll, 1 

Vijayadeva, Cedi, 21 

Vijayaditya JI, 6 , 15 
Vijayiiditya VI, 6 
Vijayanagar, xiii, 19 
Vijaya Sena of Bengal, 38 
Vikramiiditya, dynasry of, xiii 
Vikramiiditya I , xiii , 4 
Viracoo;ladeva [Vi~i:iuvardhana) , Eastern 

Ciijukya, 16 
Virdatts (village). 23, 24 
Vi$amasiddhi, king, I 

Visn,uvardbana I, Eastern CiiJukya, 1, 4 
Vi$QUVardbana U , 41 S 
Visr;iuvardhana IV, 6 
Visi:iuvardhana V, 6 

Wala, charter from , 26 

Yampeo;lu (village), 19 




