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The aim of this communication is:

• to present current labelling practices employed in the 
Academy dictionaries;

• to create a consistent classification of usage labels and their 
encoding in accordance with TEI Lex-0;

• to argue for the need to introduce some changes to TEI Lex-0 
Guidelines;

• to contribute to the work developed by the DARIAH-ERIC 
Lexical Resources group.

Objectives
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1. Usage labelling in dictionaries
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Entry “abacaxi” [“pineapple”] in the DLPC (ACL) Entry “musivario” [mosaic, mosaicking] in the DLE (RAE)

USAGE LABELLING



1. Usage labelling in dictionaries
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Usage labelling = the feature or procedure that provides specific 
information and is used to mark a particularity of use,
restricting and conditioning the non-regular use of a lexical item

according to time, place, and/or 
circumstances of communicative interaction



2. Theoretical background
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DIASYSTEMATIC

INFORMATION

diasystematic marking = diasystematic information
Haussmann 1977, 1989; Svensen 2014, 2009

linguistic labels
Atkins and Rundell 2008

stylistic glosses
Young and Peng 2007

usage information
Landau 2001

restrictive labels
Monson 1973



2. Theoretical background
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Hausmann (1989)
adopted by others

Milroy, J. and Milroy, 
L. (1990)

Landau (2001) Jackson 
(2002)

Atkins and
Rundell (2008)

Criterion Examples

diachronic temporal currency/ temporality history time TIME arcaico, neologismo

diatopic geographical regional/ geographic 
variation

dialect region
dialect

PLACE América, regionalismo

diaintegrative — — — — NATIONALITY Latim, Inglês
diamedial — style, functional 

variety/register
— — MEDIUM spoken

diastratic — restricted or taboo 
sexual scatological 
usage and slang

status slang and jargon
offensive terms

SOCIO-CULTURAL calão, gíria

diaphasic register style, functional 
variety/register

formality register FORMALITY familiar, formal

diatextual — style, functional 
variety/register

— style TEXT TYPE literário, poético

diatechnical field technical or 
specialized 
terminology

topic or 
field

domains SPECIALITY anatomia, desporto, 
medicina

diafrequential frequency — — — FREQUENCY pouco usado, raro
diaevaluative — insult

style, functional 
variety/register

effect attitude ATTITUDE eufemismo, irónico

dianormative — status or cultural level disputed 
usage

— NORMATIVITY non-standard



Portuguese

• Paper version 

• Online version

Spanish

• Paper version 

• Online version

French 

• Online version 

3. Lexicographic corpus
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DLPC = Dicionário da Língua Portuguesa Contemporânea (2001)
69 426 entries, 167 556 senses

Portuguese Academy Dictionary
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Spanish Academy Dictionary
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DLE = Diccionario de Lengua Española
95 410 entries, 198 176 senses



DAF = Dictionnaire de l’Académie Française
44 000 entries (from letters A to S)

French Academy Dictionary
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4. Methodological approach
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A. Analysis of the lexicographic corpus, exploring the labelling practice
of the 3 Academy dictionaries

i) A look on the front matter of the three dictionaries

ii) Exploring the lists of abbreviations

B. Encoding of some entries testing TEI Lex-0
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Dictionaries Abbreviations Typographic representation Criteria
DLPC 438 italics and initial lower-case in general 

abbreviations, and italics and initial upper 
case for the domain label

NO

DLE 336 roman type font and initial upper case, as 
well as italics and initial upper case in 
domains and geographic labels similarly to 
the DLP

NO

DAF 232 roman type font and initial upper case, and 
domain labels are written with small capitals 
and highlighted

NO

Comparative table with the number of labels, typography, and criteria justification
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DOMAIN

LABELS

DLPC DLE DAF

184 74 130

Domain labels in the three dictionaries
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GEOGRAPHIC

LABELS

DLPC DLE DAF

55 70 (?)

Geographic labels in the three dictionaries
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TEMPORAL LABELS

DLPC DLE DAF
ant. antigo ant. / 

ants.
anticuado; 
antiguo

Anciennt. Anciennement

arc. arcaísmo, 
arcaico

neol. neologismo Néol. Néologisme

Temporal labels in the three dictionaries
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REGISTER AND SOCIO-CULTURAL LABELS
DLPC DLE DAF

cal. Argot.
coloq. coloquial
cult. culto

Didact. Didactique
estud. estudiantil

fam. familiar Fam. Familier, familièrement.
form. formal

germ. germanía
gír. gíria jerg. jerga; jergal

jerg. est. jerga estudiantil
inf. informal

infant. infantil
pop. popular pop. popular Pop. D’un emploi populaire

malson. malsonante
rur. rural

Triv. Trivial
vulg. vulgar vulg. /vulgs. vulgar Vulg. Vulgaire

Register and socio-cultural labels in the three dictionaries
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Attitude labels in the three dictionaries

Attitude labels

DLPC DLE DAF

afect. afectivo

burl. burlesco

deprec. depreciativo

disfem. disfemismo

eufem. eufemismo

fest. festivo

irón. irónico irón./iróns. irónico Iron.
Ironique ou 
ironiquement

joc. jocoso

pej. pejorativo peyor. pejorativo Péj. Péjorativement
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Frequency labels in the three dictionaries

FREQUENCY LABELS

DLPC DLE DAF

desus. desusado (?)

P. Us. pouco usado p. us. poco usado (?)

[u.] m. [usado] más (?)

[u.] t. [u.] también (?)



“Primavera” [Spring] (DLPC) “primavera” [Spring] (DLE) “Printemps” [Spring] (DAF)
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TEI

dictionary encoding

• TEI is a de facto standard in digital edition or text annotation 
projects.

• It is frequently used in Digital Humanities as the basis for a 
large number of current lexicographic projects.

• TEI has a specific module for encoding dictionaries.

But…

• TEI Guidelines contain multiple encoding possibilities for the 
same element.
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5. TEI Lex-0 encoding of usage labels



TEI Lex-0

• a streamlined version of the TEI Guidelines, simplified
and enhanced for regular use to improve interoperability

• given its (still) non-standard nature, it can be changed in order 
to accommodate relevant dictionary structures

• we have been participating in the TEI Lex-0 discussion during 
the Portuguese Academy Dictionary encoding: 
https://github.com/DARIAH-
ERIC/lexicalresources/tree/master/Schemas/TEILex0

• the advantage of applying TEI Lex-0 lies in the fact that 
lexicographers and terminologists are currently making efforts 
to apply TEI to the ongoing revision of ISO LMF (Romary, 2015)

TEI Lex-0 will not replace the Dictionaries Chapter in the TEI Guidelines.
It is being discussed as a target format that will standardize the existing 
heterogeneously encoded lexical resources.
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5. TEI Lex-0 encoding of usage labels
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Correspondence between values of type in TEI P5 and in TEI Lex-0

USAGE LABELS <usg>

TEI P5 TEI Lex-0

– attitude

dom domain

geo geo

plev frequency

style meaningType

– normativity

reg socioCultural

time temporal

5. TEI Lex-0 encoding of usage labels
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Usage labelling TEI Lex-0

diaevaluative marking or textual labelling

diatechnical marking or domain labelling

diatopic marking or geographic labelling

diafrequential marking or frequency labelling

dianormative marking or normativity labelling

diachronic marking or temporal labelling

@type="attitude"

@type="domain"

@type="geographic"

@type="frequency"

@type="normativity"

@type="temporal"

Usage labelling with TEI Lex-0 (no changes)

5. TEI Lex-0 encoding of usage labels
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TEI P5 TEI Lex-0 TEI Lex-0

(reformulation)

Examples

geo geographic geo España, regionalismo

time temporal time anticuado, néologisme

dom domain domain deportes, medicina

reg socioCultural socioCultural calão, jerga

reg register familiar, formal

style meaningType meaningType figurative

plev frequency frequency desusado, poco usado

– attitude attitude irónico, pejorativo

– normativity normativity non-standard

style - textType littéraire, poético
Differences between values of type in TEI P5 and the required values of type in TEI Lex-0

5. TEI Lex-0 encoding of usage labels



Encoding of some entries of the DLPC
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“fisgada” [sharp pain] (DLPC)

<entry xml:id="fisgada" xml:lang="pt">
<form type="lemma">
<orth>fisgada</orth>
</form>
<gram type="pos" ud:norm="NOUN">n.</gram>
<gram type="gen">f.</gram>
<etym>De fisgado</etym>
<sense xml:id="fisgada">
<sense xml:id="fisgada" n="1">
<def>Ferimento provocado por objecto arremessado por 
fisga, funda</def>
<def>golpe resultante de uma fisga</def>
<cit type="example"><quote>O pássaro levou uma fisgada na 
asa e caiu.</quote></cit>
<sense xml:id=" fisgada" n="2">
<usg type="geographic">Region.</usg>
<usg type="geographic">Douro Lit.</usg>
<def>Dor aguda e violenta geralmente intermitente.</def>
<xr type="synonymy"><ref type="sense">pontada </ref></xr>
<cit type="example"><quote>Estava com fisgadas nas 
costas.</quote></cit>
</sense>
</entry>
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“caixa-de-óculos” [four eyes] (DLPC)

<entry xml:id="caixa-de-óculos" xml:lang="pt">
<form type="lemma">
<orth>caixa-de-óculos</orth>
</form>
<gram type="pos" ud:norm="NOUN">n.</gram>
<gram type="gen">m.</gram> <lbl>e</lbl> <gram
type="gen">f.</gram>
<sense xml:id="caixa-de-óculos">
<usg type=" attitude">Deprec.</usg>
<usg type="register">Fam.</usg>
<usg type="attitude">Joc.</usg>
<def>Pessoa que usa óculos.</def>
</sense>
<form type="inflected">
<gram type="number">Pl.</gram>
<orth>caixas-de-óculos</orth>
</entry>
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“primavera” [spring] (DLPC)

<entry xml:id="Primavera" xml:lang="pt">
<form type="lemma">
<orth>Primavera</orth>
</form>
<gram type="pos" ud:norm="NOUN">n.</gram>
<gram type="gen">f.</gram>
<etym>Do lat. tardio primavera, de primum ’primeiro’ + ver, veris ’primavera’</etym>
<sense xml:id="Primavera" n="1">
<def>Estação do ano que sucede ao Inverno e precede o Verão, em que as temperaturas são 
suaves e a Natureza renasce.</def>
<cit type="example"><quote>Na Primavera os campos estão floridos.</quote></cit>
<cit type="example"><quote>As andorinhas chegam na Primavera.</quote></cit>
<sense xml:id=" Primavera" n="2">
<def>Tempo de renovação, de florescimento.</def> […]
<sense xml:id="Primavera" n="3">
<usg type="textType">Poét.</usg>
<def>Ano de vida, sobretudo em relação a pessoas jovens.</def>
<sense xml:id="Primavera" n="4">
<usg type="textType">Poét.</usg>
<def>A juventude.</def>
<cit type="example"><quote>A primavera da vida.</quote></cit>
<sense xml:id="Primavera" n="5">
<usg type="domain">Bot.</usg>
<def>Nome vulgar de algumas plantas herbáceas, da família das primuláceas (P. Officinalis, 
Lin.) espontânea no norte de Portugal, e cultivada também em jardins.</def>
</sense>
</entry>



• Usage labelling for lexicographic work is unquestionable, however there 
are inconsistencies that can be assigned to the absence of an explicit 
methodology.

• Need to join efforts on a proposed harmonization of usage labels in order 
to optimize the labelling process.

• TEI Lex-0 focuses on choosing a certain consistent path across the variety 
of choices offered by the TEI Guidelines: present identical solutions for all 
Academy dictionaries.

6. Conclusions and new perspectives
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Thank you for your attention.

Obrigada pela vossa atenção.

anasalgado@campus.fcsh.unl.pt
rute.costa@fcsh.unl.pt

ttasovac@humanistika.org


