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What is the ARDC? 

The Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC) is a 
transformational initiative that enables Australian 
research community and industry access to nationally 
significant, leading edge data intensive 
eInfrastructure, platforms, skills and collections of 
high-quality data. 
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What is the ARDC? 

In partnerships with organisations, we will lead 
facilitations that work towards a coherent research 
environment to enable researchers to find, access, 
contribute to and effectively use services to maximise 
research quality and impact. 
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What is our vision? 

Transforming digital infrastructure to support leading 
edge research and innovation 



Where do we come 
from? 
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NCRIS funded 
 
ANDS, Nectar, RDS  
2017 – alignment of activity 
2018 – integration into one virtual 
organisation 
2019 – integration into one actual 
organisation 
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Who are we now? 

Rosie Hicks, CEO 

ARDC staff 
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What is the Australian research data commons? 

It’s bigger than us... 

A research data commons brings together people, skills, data, and 
related resources such as storage, compute, software, and models to 
enable researchers to conduct world class data-intensive research. 

This commons will be a transformational change in the research data 
ecosystem, increasing the coherence and interoperability of existing 
investments and the effectiveness and efficiency of the system for 
researchers. 
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What do we do? 

We work with our stakeholders to deliver a successful 
research data commons that provides the research 
community and industry access to nationally 
significant, state of the art data intensive 
infrastructure, platforms, skills and collections of high 
quality. 
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What are our strategic themes? 

 

● Coordination and coherence: Facilitating an Australian research 
data commons. 

● People and policy: Transforming culture and community. 
● Data and services: Maximising the value of Australia’s data assets. 
● Software and platforms: Enabling research insights and supporting 

collaboration. 
● Storage and compute: Providing foundation infrastructure. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our five strategic themes will support the development of a nationally coordinated resource for Australian researchers.Coordination and coherence: Facilitating an Australian research data commons.People and policy: Transforming culture and community.Data and services: Maximising the value of Australia’s data assets.Software and platforms: Enabling research insights and supporting collaboration.Storage and compute: Providing foundation infrastructure.Publication ServicesNectar Research CloudPlatforms eg Data-Enhanced Virtual LabsTrusted National Collections and RepositoriesSkilled Workforce Government PolicyUser Support ServicesInternational leadership and engagement
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Where do skills fit into the ARDC? 

Strategic theme 2 

People and Policy: Transforming culture and community 
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What are some of the skills are needed to max use of 
the data commons? 
 

 

● Skills that maximise use of data commons infrastructure, platforms, 
storage and compute 

● Skills that maximise the use of Australia’s research data assets 
● Skills that enable contribution of data etc. to the commons  

Examples: 

● Skills and knowledge to use virtual labs, Cloud 
● Skills and knowledge to manage data for sharing and reuse (FAIR) 
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Who needs these skills? 
 

● Those who use, or may potentially use, the data commons 

Examples: 

● Researchers 
● eResearch and data professionals  
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What are the challenges?  

● Intersection of skills with policy and infrastructure 
● Need for improved national coordination and coherence 
● Delivering skills for researchers - focus on HDRs; FAIR; core 

competencies   
● Lack of career pathways and long term institutional support for 

eResearch and data professionals 
● Trainers - availability; communication; expertise; sharing 
● Training - scalablity; meeting core competencies 
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What role can the ARDC play? 
Potential roles: 

● Work with stakeholders to shape policy and infrastructure 
● Leadership in national coordination and coherence 
● Partnerships in delivering skills for researchers  
● Core competencies e.g. FAIR 
● Support for career pathways and long term institutional backing of 

eResearch and data professionals 
● Trainers - communication, sharing, coordination 
● Links to international best practice 
● Delivery of skills where gaps exist e.g. ARDC services, FAIR 
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National coordination and coherence  

eResearch Skilled Workforce Summit, 29&30 July 2019 in Sydney 

1. bring together key stakeholders to collaboratively develop a vision for a 
digitally skilled research workforce, develop coordination structures to 
identify roles and responsibilities, and prioritise solutions going forward 

2. improve understanding and articulation of the benefits of this focus, in 
terms of the gains that can be achieved in maximising Australia’s research 
impact. 

ARDC, CAUDIT & UA with international input 

Registration and call for participation will open shortly. More info: 

https://ardc.edu.au/events/the-australian-eresearch-skilled-workforce-summit/ 
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National coordination and coherence  

eResearch Skilled Workforce Summit, 29&30 July 2019 in Sydney 

Chance to unpack challenges and opportunities in: 

● Digitally skilling researchers as well as eResearch and data professionals 
● Coordination and delivery of national skills programs 
● Curricula, accreditation, standards 
● Calculating demand and supply 
● Measuring success 
+ Hear details of ARDC Skilled Workforce program in 19/20 & beyond 

Registration and call for participation will open shortly.  

https://ardc.edu.au/events/the-australian-eresearch-skilled-workforce-summit/ 
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Contact 

Natasha Simons 
Associate Director, 
Skilled Workforce 
 
natasha.simons@ardc.edu.au 
 
@n_simons 
 
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0635-1998 

ARDC Skilled Workforce team - March 2019 
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