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From COEXIST Project, MUC analysis 
includes 10 layers of human uses 
testing the potential conflict score 
according to the attributes of each 
use.
Highest conflicts in the Northern 
Maltese coast, high concentration 
of uses and large protected areas. 
In Italian waters conflicts mainly 
concentrated in port areas and around 
the oil fields. 
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ANALYSIS Part 1
Planning the maritime space

Part 2 
REGULATING MARITIME USES

Cumulative effects of 15 MSFD 
pressures, generated by 9 human 
uses, on 32 marine components tested 
both individually and jointly.
High impacts along Maltese coasts 
and in proximity of Sicilian ports, in 
presence of highly sensitive habitats. 
Medium-high in Italian waters, mainly 
due to intense trawling activities.

Analyses carried out on cumulative 
effects on the marine environment 
(CEA) and conflicts among uses 
(MUC), through the Tools4MSP 
Modelling Framework 
Updated open source software suite 
providing multi-objective toolsets for 
maritime spatial planning.

Results and stakeholders’ engagement 
were used to identify key issues in the 
area, potential conflicts and synergies 
among the present uses, and to 
develop recommendations.

Directive 2014/89/EU does 
not define how MSP plans are 
to be implemented. 

With an MSP plan setting 
a strategic framework for 
marine waters up to 25nm 
already in place in Malta, 
and in the absence of more 
detailed subsidiary plans, its 
implementation is primarily 
through regulation of project 
proposals for development 
at sea. Malta’s governance 
structure for MSP is in its 
early stages and affecting 
MSP beyond the 12nm is a 
challenge.

A desk study looked at the 
consent process carried out 
by Malta for the development 
of the Malta-Ragusa power 
cable and compared it with 
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Spatial extention of the key issues

Impacts of trawling and overfishing of 
main commercial fish stocks require a 
shared transboundary cooperative 
management of fish resources and the 
enforcement of well-established 
protected areas.

Intense and potentially increasing 
east-west commercial traffic, mainly by 
container shipping, with limited conflicts 
with other local and north-south traffic 
and several environmental concerns (e.g. 
marine litter, water pollution, 
introduction of non-indigenous species, 
underwater noise, oil spills from possible 
accidents). Present and future demand for 
bunkering areas in Maltese waters may 
generate conflicts with other uses

Potentials for further development of 
C&MT are high both in Malta and in Sicily, 
with different characteristics and 
challenges for sustainability. Synergies 
with heritage and naturalistic tourism, 
enhancement of protected areas, with 
reduction of trawling efforts fostering 
small scale fisheries (e.g. fish-tourism).
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Conservation actions on the high 
heterogeneity in benthic communities 
that are the object of specific conservation 
policies. A wide and transboundary 
managed area should be taken in account 
to protect high valuable species such as 
cetaceans and sea turtles. Potential 
conflicts for space could arise with several 
activities.

Possible expansion of operations could 
lead to serious conflicts with other sectors 
for space competition and environmental 
impacts on ecosystems and protected 
species.

Careful identification of new zones for 
aquaculture is needed, considering 
potential conflicts with other uses (e.g. 
tourism, fishery, navigation), 
environmental impacts and synergies. 

the procedures covered by 
the Regulations on guidelines 
for trans-European energy 
infrastructure related to 
Projects of Common Interest 
(PCIs). 
The main findings indicate:

· Lacunae in administrative 
procedures particularly 
related to skills capacity in 
evaluating potential impacts 
of projects on existing and 
potential maritime uses;
· In the absence of MSP 
plans, the identification 
of transboundary issues 
may merit more attention 
than solely through the EIA 
process.;
· More detailed policy 
guidance is necessary to 
facilitate decision making on 
project proposals;

· The Manual of Procedure 
as required by the PCI 
regulations may be a useful 
template to consider for 
improving transboundary co-
operation on MSP for both 
plan formulation and decision 
making on transboundary 
projects.  

This part of the Case Study 
confirmed that clarity in 
MSP governance is essential 
for implementation at both 
national and transboundary 
contexts.


