

























































































































































































Writers' Earnings Survey 2018

1. Help us to support writers

ALCS exists to ensure that writers are treated fairly and remunerated appropriately. To make the
case for writers’ rights, we need accurate, independent data. By updating the findings of similar
surveys undertaken in 2006 and 2013, this research project (which we hope to repeat at regular
intervals) will capture the impact of emerging technologies and markets on writers’ working lives.

By taking the time to complete the survey you will help us to support you and your fellow writers.

Respondents to the survey have the chance to enter a draw to win a cash prize worth £500. To enter
the draw, simply follow the instructions at the end of the survey.

To make this survey as reliable as possible we would like to hear from writers of all genres and
income brackets. Please try to answer all the questions in the survey that are relevant to you - even
partial responses are useful.

The questionnaire requires you to provide indications of your earnings for the 2016/17 tax year.
Before completing the survey it would therefore be advisable to have this information to hand or, if
necessary, to request it from your agent.

All information is provided on an entirely anonymous basis.
Thank you for your assistance.

Owen Atkinson
ALCS Chief Executive
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2. Professional Profile

* 1. Is writing your primary occupation? (For the purpose of this survey, this means: do you spend at least
half of your working time as a writer?)

Q Yes
Q No
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3. Professional Profile

* 2. Do you spend ALL your working time as a writer?

() Yes
Q No

* 3. How would you describe your main writing occupation?
Author

Author/ lllustrator
Editor

Teacher
Academic
Journalist
Playwright
Scriptwriter

Poet

Translator
Comedian

No longer writing (retired)

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOOO0O0OO0O

Other (such as copywriter, blogger, vlogger, games writer). Please specify




*

4. Memberships of professional organisations (please enter year of joining e.g. 1999)

ALCS:

Society of Authors
[includes subsidiary
groups (e.g. academic,
broadcasting, children,
educational, medical,
translators)]:

Writers' Guild of Great
Britain (WGGB):

National Union of
Journalists:

ALLi (Alliance of
Independent Authors) -
writers who self-publish:

Other/s (please enter date
here & specify institution in

the next question):

5. Membership of any professional organisation NOT LISTED above:

6. Relative importance of each type of work (in order of magnitude, rank your earnings arising from each of
the following categories of work, whether in traditional or electronic format): (1 is the highest, if you do not
have earnings from a particular source, please select N/A and do not rank it)

Books

Newspapers
Magazines/ Periodicals
Theatre (playwright)

Audio / Audiovisual
Productions (e.g. films
and radio / TV
programmes)

Digital Publishing (e-
books, e-magazines,

websites, blogs, others)

1 2 3 4 5

Other (please specify: e.g. advertising copy/ video game story board/ consultancy material)

N/A
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4. Professional Profile (contd.)

* 7. In which year did you start earning as a professional writer? Please type in the YYYY format.

* 8. Books and articles: In order of magnitude, rank your earnings from writing books (and articles) in the
following genres: (1 is the highest. If you did not earn money from a source please select N/A and do not
rank it).

=
N
w
I
6]
[e2)
~
(e}
©

N/A

Fiction (other than
children's and Young
Adult)

Travel

Nonfiction popular
(excluding travel)

Academic
Professional / technical

Children's (and YA)
fiction
Nonfiction for children

(excluding educational)

Educational / teaching
(school age)

Writing for games, VFX,
web

O O O O 00 0 00 O
O O O O 00 00 OO0 O
O O O O 00 0 OO0 O
O O O O 00 00 00 O
O O O O 00 0 OO0 O
O O O O 00 0 0O O
O O O O 00 0 00 O
O O O O 00 00 00 O
O O O O 00 0O OO0 O
O O O O 00 0O OO0 O




* 9. Audio/Audiovisual Productions: In order of magnitude, rank your earnings from writing material for
audio/audiovisual productions (e.g. films and radio / TV programmes) in the following types of works: (1 is
the highest. If you did not earn money from a source please select N/A and do not rank it).

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N/A
Film
Film Documentary
TV Drama
TV Documentary
Children’s TV
TV Comedy
TV Soap
Radio (fiction)

Radio (nonfiction)

* 10. Audio/Audiovisual Productions: In relation to your earnings from writings which are incorporated in
radio/audiovisual works, please rank the following in order of importance (1 is highest, if you did not earn
money from a source please select N/A and do not rank it).

1 2 3 4 N/A

Broadcasting (including
radio, cable and
satellite)

Downloading of film and
radio / TV programmes
(e.g. iTunes)

Online streaming of film /
television / radio (e.g
iPlayer and Netflix)

Rental (physical and / or
online)
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5. Earnings from being a writer:

The following earnings questions are of importance for making comparisons with other survey
data. Estimated figures are sufficient. All information you provide will be treated anonymously and
in total confidence.

Please answer all questions in this section based on the 2016-17 tax year (6th April 2016 to 5 April
2017).

11. Please indicate the approximate earnings as per following headings. All figures should be based on
earnings BEFORE tax and should exclude any agent's fees.

Household Income

Individual Income

Self Employed
Writing Income

Enter amount in GBP without any decimals, symbols or commas.

HOUSEHOLD earnings
(the combined earnings of
all earners in your
household):

INDIVIDUAL earnings
(including self-
employed earnings

plus income from any
other non-writing activity,
such as salaried
employment):

SELF-EMPLOYED
WRITING EARNINGS (not
including any salary as a
writer):




12. In relation to the self-employed writing earnings stated in the previous question, please indicate the
approximate amount (if any) you personally received from the following sources:

Enter amount in GBP without any decimals, symbols or commas.

Publishers (royalties and
other income)

Self-Publication

Public Lending Right

ALCS

Awards and Prizes

Grants and Bursaries

Fellowships / Writers-in-
Residence

Teaching creative writing

Lectures / Appearances /
School visits

13. Please indicate your total earnings as an employee from the following (before tax and deductions):

Enter amount in GBP without any decimals, symbols or commas.

Journalist (including
editorial roles)

Commercial Researcher

Copywriter

Book Editing

Academic

Translation

Any Other
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6. Copyright and Contracts:

All information you provide will be treated anonymously and in total confidence.

14. Have you had an agent in the last year?

(If YES, you may feel that you do not have sufficient information to answer some of the questions that
follow; but please give responses wherever possible.)

() Yes
Q No

15. In the past year, did you take legal/professional advice before signing a publishing/production contract?

O Never

O Yes, sometimes

O Yes, as a matter of course

16. If you have answered YES to above, from whom have you taken legal / professional advice?

Indicate all that apply.

D Lawyer
|:| Work Colleagues
|:| Agent
|| Friends

|:| Professional body/ Union

I:l Other (please specify)




17. What is your level of confidence in your knowledge of copyright?

very confident
moderately confident
less confident

no confidence

18. Do you co-write with other writers?

Yes

No

19. Do you have concerns about copyright when beginning a new work of writing?

Don’t know
No

Yes (please specify)

20. Do you have an understanding of when you can make use of existing copyright works without seeking
permission?

Yes: please provide
example(s)

No: please describe
uncertainty

21. During the past year, have you succeeded in changing the terms of a contract you were offered?
No

Yes

If YES, with regard to what particular aspects/ specific clause(s)? Did negotiations refer to advice or a model contract (e.g. “minimum
terms”) recommended by a professional body?

10



22. If you answered YES to the previous question, please indicate what you attempted to negotiate?
(Choose all relevant)

Fee Moral rights (integrity)
Royalty rate Warranties/indemnity
Rights/scope of licence Reversion of rights

Moral rights (attribution)

Others (please specify)

23. During the past year, have you licensed any of your works under an open licence (such as the Creative
Commons type)?

No

Yes (Please indicate the percentage of your works licensed in this form last year). Enter a whole number only.

24, Would you like to add any explanatory comments on your experience of using an open licence?

11
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7. Copyright and Contracts (contd.):

25. During the past year, have you self-published a work?

() Yes
Q No

26. (Please answer only if you have answered YES to the previous question)

Have you self-published a traditional (i.e. physical) work or as an electronic publication?
[:I Traditional publication

|:| Electronic publication

I:l Other (please specify)

27. Would you like to add any explanatory comments on your experience of self-publishing (costs incurred,
unpaid time spent marketing, etc.)?

28. During the past year, have you paid towards self-publishing?

() No

Q Yes (please indicate in £s the estimated costs incurred. Enter a whole number only.)

29. Buy-out: Have you ever signed a "buy-out" type contract, i.e., a contract where there is a single
payment for use of the work without royalties?

() Yes
O No

12



30. (Please answer only if you have answered YES to the previous guestion)
Buy-out: During the past year, | assigned (i.e. transferred) copyright in the following percentage of my
contracts?

90-100%

60-89%

40-59%

10-39%

1-9%

0%

31. Buy-out: Has the percentage changed over the last 10 years?
Increased
Decreased

Stayed the same

32. Reversion Clause: Have any of your contracts ever included a reversion clause which gives you
publishing rights or copyright back if the publisher is no longer exploiting your work?

Yes
No

Don't Know

33. Reversion Clause: Have you used or relied upon such a reversion clause, in the past 5 years?
Yes

No

34. Reversion Clause: After the rights reverted to you, did you receive any further earnings from that work
either from a new publisher or through self-publishing?

Yes

No

35. Advances: Have you ever received an advance ahead of creating a work?
Yes

No

13



36. Advances: has the value of advances from publishers changed over the last 5 years?

Substantially increased
Slightly increased

No change

Slightly decreased

Substantially decreased

37. Royalties: Is your royalty rate paid as?
Percentage of retail / publisher's price
Percentage of net receipts

Other (please specify)

38. Royalties: What is your usual royalty rate (%)?

Hardback (%)

Paperback (%)

39. Royalties: What is your usual royalty rate (%) on e-books?

40. Royalties: Is your e-book royalty rate paid as?
Percentage of retail / publisher's price
Percentage of net receipts

Other (please specify)

41. Royalties: Have your royalty rates for e-books changed in the last 5 years?

They have gone up substantially
They have gone up

They have stayed the same
They have gone down

They have gone down substantially

14
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8. Copyright and Contracts (contd.):

42. Moral Rights: Do you ever waive the moral rights in your works?

[Moral rights include (i) the right to be named as author (attribution right), (ii) the right to protect the work
against derogatory treatment (integrity right)]

O Yes
O No
Q Don't know

43. Moral Rights: During the past year, | waived moral rights in the following percentage of my contracts —

(Please answer only if you have answered YES to the previous question.)

Q 90-100%

() 60-89%
() 40-59%
() 10-39%
() 1:9%
() 0%

44. Moral Rights: Have you ever had a dispute with a publisher / producer over moral rights?

() Yes
Q No

15



45. Moral Rights: If you have answered YES to the previous question, what were the grounds of the
dispute?

Attribution
Integrity
Both attribution and integrity

Additional information about the dispute:

46. In the past year or so, what changes in contractual practices (with regards to professional writing) have
you experienced?

47. In the past year or so, are there any clauses you have signed in a contract which you think were
problematic? If so, please explain.

48. In your view, has your negotiation position as a writer changed over the last 5 years?
Improved
Not changed

Weakened

16
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9. Demographic information:

The following demographic information is essential for statistical analysis. All information you
provide will be treated anonymously and in total confidence

* 49, Sex

O Prefer not to answer

* 50. Age
Under 25
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-74

75-84

OO0OO0O0O000O0

00
(4]
R0
Q
<
@
=

* 51. What is your ethnic group? (based on Office of National Statistics harmonised principles)
White (including English/ Welsh/ Scottish/ Northern Irish/ British/ Irish/ Gypsy or Irish Traveller/ Other White background)

Mixed/ Multiple ethnic groups (including White and Black Caribbean/ White and Black African/ White and Asian/ Other Mixed or
Multiple ethnic background)

Asian/ Asian British (including Indian/ Pakistani/ Bangladeshi/ Chinese/ Other Asian background)
Black/ African/ Caribbean/ Black British (including African, Caribbean, any other Other Black/ African/ Caribbean background)

Other ethnic group (including Arab, any other ethnic group)

OO0 OO0
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* 52. Number of people living in your household?

* 53. What is your highest educational qualification?
Q Secondary schooling (e.g. GCSE, O-levels)

University entry (e.g. A-levels)

Diploma

Degree

Masters

PhD

Other (please specify)

OO00O000O0

* 54. As part of your education, have you had any formal writing training?

ONO

O Yes (please give number of years of formal writing training): Enter a whole number only.

18



* 55. Location (by UK region)

O

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0OO0O0O0OO0

East Midlands

East of England
Greater London
North East England
North West England
South East England
South West England
West Midlands
Yorkshire and the Humber
Scotland

Wales

Northern Ireland

Other, including living mainly outside the UK (please specify)

19
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10. Thank You

Thank you for your valuable time.

56. Have you got any comments on the issues raised in this survey?

57. Which of the earlier writers' earnings survey have you completed in the recent past?
|:| 2006 ALCS - CIPPM Bournemouth (What are words worth?)
I:l 2013 ALCS - Queen Mary University of London (The Business of Being an Author)

[:I Any others (please provide details)

58. Would you be willing to be interviewed to explore changes in contractual practices and working
conditions over the last decade?

If YES, please submit your email address in the box below for us to contact you. (Your email will NOT be
linked back to this questionnaire survey.)

() No

Q Yes (Email Address)

59. Would you like to enter the prize draw?

If YES, please submit your email address in the box below (Your email will NOT be linked back to this
questionnaire survey.)

ONO

O Yes (Email Address)
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