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THE NEW SEPTUAGINT FRAGMENT.

THE following is a transcript of the fragment, the discovery of which
was announced by Dr. Taylor in the October number of the Journal.
All that can be read (or inferred from the dots and vestiges of the
under-writing which have escaped the eraser) is here printed in uncial
type: after many attempts I do not think that any more could be
deciphered even by the aid of seasonable sunlight. Missing words and
parts of words are supplied from Dr. Swete's text, brackets being used
in cases in which a variant has been noted by Dr. Swete: these are
printed in minuscule. The Divine names are supplied in the shortened
forms 6s and « in accordance with the practice of the writer, who
employs also the equally respectable abbreviation ows &c.

The MS consists of two tattered vellum leaves: each page contains
twenty-four lines, although in 2 recto it is not easy to see how the first
four are related to the three which have been obliterated. A margin of
an inch or more is left at the top, bottom and side of the page. Each
hemistich is regarded as forming a separate verse; and, if it exceeds
one line, the surplus is indented into the body of the page by half an
inch, or the space of two average letters—e.g. 1 verso 11. 1, 2.

The writing is that of a good uncial hand closely resembling that
of X: the (j) and ~\ are somewhat disproportionately large and perhaps
betray an earlier stage of the tendency exemplified by Codex Marchah-
anus and the Sinai fragments, published by Dr. Rendel Harris. There
is no sign of lateral compression in the case of the letters €90C ; and
generally I submit (under correction) that there is nothing to stamp the
MS as later than cent. vi. The horizontal strokes are very faint: the
cross-bars of IT and T are helped out by a heavy dot at each end, and
often there appears to be a break at the top of the circular letters.
There are no traces of accents or breathings.

It is possible that there are still other palimpsests in the Taylor-
Schechter collection, but the discovery and the deciphering of such are
better suited to a summer number of the. Journal.

J. H. A. HART.
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