
XVI.—On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs. By HOWARD

HURD, Esq., G.E.a

Read 27th May, 1909.

IN the summer of 1907, during the construction of a new road (called South Cliff
Parade) situated on top of the cliffs, at a distance of about 40 yards from the sea,
between Dumpton Gap and East Cliff Lodge, there was found a number of
V-shaped trenches cut in the chalk subsoil, and running transversely across the
site of the road. They came into view as soon as the loamy soil, which was
about 12 inches in depth, was removed from the surface of the ground. Prior to
the construction of the road the land had been in cultivation, and there was no
evidence whatever on the surface, in the shape of mounds or depressions, to
indicate the presence of any earthworks beneath. The new road above referred
to begins at Dumpton Gap, and proceeds in a southerly direction for about
600 yards. (Plate LV.) It is slightly undulating, and rises to a height of about
100 feet above sea level at its highest point, while the land gently slopes towards
the sea from west to east. At about 150 yards from the starting point there was
found the first indication of the ground having been previously excavated, and
here was met with what appears to be the fosse which surrounded the prehistoric
village. It ran in a diagonal direction from south-west to north-east, across the
line of the new road in course of construction. It was 22 feet wide, about 4 feet
6 inches deep, and had been excavated in the chalk. It was filled up with loamy
soil and chalk debris. Proceeding a further distance of 20 yards, a trench was
exposed which was 6 feet 6 inches wide at the top, 3 feet 6 inches at the bottom,
and 2 feet deep, which also contained soil and chalk debris, with a few potsherds
of a reddish-brown coarse ware, with fine flint or grit in the matrix. A few feet

a See also Proceedings, 2nd S. xxii. 508-510.
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428 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

away, in the centre of the new road, a human skull was found at a depth of
18 inches, and near by a number of human remains were disclosed, the skeletons
being incomplete. The skulls and the arm and leg bones were laid separately,
here and there, in shallow depressions cut in the chalk. In the case of the skulls
the holes were roughly circular, and in that of the arms and legs the slight
excavations were of a longitudinal form. In all about five or six skulls were

Fig. 1. Late-Celtic cordoned urn, Dumpton. Broadstairs. (A.)

found, with the teeth in good condition, but the jaws were brittle, and would not
bear much handling. One skeleton, laid by itself, had four small iron cramps,,
two at the head and two at the feet, probably at one time connected with a
coffin. No implements or pottery of any kind were buried with these remains.

About 17 yards from the first trench before mentioned there was found an
oval grave, 2 feet 6 inches long by 1 foot 9 inches wide, and 1 foot 9 inches
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On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs. 429

deep, which contained a Late-Celtic urn of the cordoned type, 9 inches high by
6^ inches diameter, of a dull brown colour and lightly baked ware (fig. 1). It
was filled to the brim with the partially charred bones of a child. When in the
grave, it was protected by being packed round with flints, which had been subjected
to the action of fire. Close alongside this urn was a small vessel of black ware,
about 6 inches high by 5 inches diameter, but it was so badly cracked that it fell
all to pieces on being removed from the grave.

Fig. 2. Late-Celtic bone hand-comb for weaving, and loom-weights, Dumpton, Broadstairs. (J.)

The next thing of interest to be turned up was a bracelet of Kimmeridge
shale in the form of a ring with circular section and an outside diameter of
2f inches. It is not perfect, there being a piece of the circle broken off. In close
proximity to this bracelet there was found a bone hand-comb (fig. 2), 5f- inches
long, used for beating in the weft on the loom, of the usual pattern common to
early British sites; also a chalk loom-weight, of the triangular pattern, four-sided,
tapering towards the top, with a perforation showing the chalk worn away by use

3 u 2
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430 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

(fig. 2). The upper portions of two other loom-weights of baked clay, and one
made of flint were also found (fig. 2). These latter were in the refuse pits, of
which a number were met with, varying in size from 4 to 6 feet in diameter,
and about 6 feet deep. Another oval grave was uncovered 3 feet long by 2 feet
wide, and 2 feet 6 inches deep. It was lined with baked clay, and contained an
urn (incomplete) of dark brown coarse ware, and also a dull red shallow pan or
saucer (incomplete), both containing bones that had been subjected to the action of
fire. The remains of the funeral feast were to be seen, in the form of oyster and
mussel shells. The grave also contained a number of flint stones that had been
through the fire.

Not far from this grave was found a small iron hunting lance or spear, which
was close to a skeleton.

The next object of interest is that of a very large pit of irregular shape,
which extended almost entirely across the road, being about 13 yards from north
to south, but from east to west its extent has not been fully ascertained, although
it was opened for a length of 12 yards. At one corner of this pit there was a
layer of large flint boulders immediately under the top soil at a depth of 1 foot.
It also contained the bones of oxen and sheep, horses' teeth, oyster shells, etc.
with various fragments of Late-Celtic pottery, but nothing of any value was
found. In the pit was a large quantity of very fine lime and grey coloured dust,
while much of the material appeared to have been subjected to the action of
water, being caked together and globular; and intermingled throughout the whole
there were flints that showed the action of fire. The pit was about 6 feet in depth
at its deepest part.

As the work of cutting the new road proceeded other things of interest were
discovered, such as a number of flint pounds, varying from 3 to 5 inches in
diameter; these were stacked together in a small heap comprising about a dozen.
Near them was a small hand-quern of gritstone, but it was broken in three pieces
and is not complete. A broken part of another quern was also found, and a
large flat-topped flint stone with a tapering piece of sandstone shaped to suit
the hand, and bearing signs of having been used for grinding purposes.

A considerable quantity of broken Late-Celtic pottery was discovered, lying
about beneath the soil and in the refuse pits which were met with during the
formation of the new roadway.

The extreme southern boundary of the village was eventually located, with
its fosse measuring 20 feet in width.

This brings us to the close of the first portion of the excavations, which
terminated in the autumn of 1907.
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On a Late-Celtic Village near Dvmpton Gap, Broadstairs. 431

In July, 1908, during the digging of the foundation of a new house abutting on
this road, further trenches and pits were located, and in the month of November,
1908, the owner of the property gave me permission to open up the ground
surrounding the house, in order that the various trenches might be traced, and to
enable a plan of the village to be made. (Plate LVI.) The work of excavating
was accordingly begun, and continued at intervals until the end of March, 1909.
The result was the discovery of a very extensive system of trenches or ditches,
principally V-shaped, varying from 2 feet to 5 feet 6 inches at the top, and 1 foot
6 inches to 3 feet wide at the bottom, and 2 feet to 4 feet deep. From the nature
of their construction and the inclinations or falls which they took, it appeared that
they were designed for the purpose of carrying off the surface water drainage, and
were not primarily for protection or defence. Along the line of the ditches or
trenches there were pits or wells for receiving the surface water, which, however,
would not be retained in them owing to the porosity of the chalk subsoil. The
plan shows a large rectangular enclosure, which is about 49 yards from north to
south, and 37 yards from east to west, and in the south-east corner of same there
is a circular enclosure, 28 feet in diameter, which is probably of an earlier date,
being intersected by the ditch which traversed the rectangular area.

It will be noticed that there are two pits indicated on the plan, which are of
peculiar shape; they are so large that they can hardly be called pits; they bear a
curious resemblance to a tennis bat. One is 5 feet 6 inches and the other 4 feet
6 inches at the deepest part, and their longest diameters were 35 feet and 21 feet
respectively. They contained animal bones and potsherds, no metal objects being
found in them. An oval pit about 7 feet 6 inches long by 6 feet wide by 6 feet
deep was opened, which contained two lumps of yellow sandstone, five lumps of
blue-grey granite, three whetstones of sandstone, two large oval quartzite pebbles,
a quantity of lightly baked clay, and about 4 feet down from the top of the pit
was found,a layer of black soil, 3 to 4 inches thick, and below this a number of
lumps of daub, such as would be used for huts after the manner of wattle and
daub. Intermingled throughout the pit were ox bones, a sheep's jaw, the
teeth and part of the jaw of a large dog or wolf, a large quantity of broken
pottery, chiefly Late-Celtic, and also a few flint flakes, oyster and mussel shells.
This may be described as a sample of the usual contents of most of the pits, which
were no doubt for refuse purposes, there being none which was used for habitation.

A number of small holes were also noticed, some containing fragments of
pottery, burnt stones, and fine ash, and were probably cooking pits; others were
only 8 or 9 inches in diameter and were probably for posts, either for some kind
of defence, or domestic use.
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432 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

The absence of metallic objects or implements being discovered on this site
leads to the conclusion that the pits have been disturbed at some previous time,
and all such treasure removed, and this would appear to be borne out by the fact
that, in opening them up, I was struck by the general looseness of the soil and
the fragmentary state of the pottery which was found in many of them, such as
bottoms of urns and parts of other vessels which had no relation whatever to one
another.

On examining the fragments of pottery found in this field they are seen to
cover a fairly wide range both as to texture and quality of material, also as
regards the nature and style of ornament used. There appears to be no hand-
made pottery, but all has been made on a wheel. Some specimens are very coarse,
having grit or flint mixed with the clay, and in others occasionally small grains of
quartz may be seen.

The colours vary from light brown to pale brick shade, and some are quite
black and shining, caused probably by a surface treatment of charcoal pounded

very finely and applied in the form of a pigment
over a dark brown surface, but some of the other
kinds are harder and black throughout. As to
ornament, there is the stabbed pattern (fig. 3), and
some pieces have raised ribs or cordons (fig. 4),
while others are elegantly moulded. Then there is
the characteristic linear ornament; also finely in-
cised sloping lines, zigzags, and sprays, while there
is a large quantity of specimens with comb mark-
ings of varying patterns (fig. 4). Some broken
pieces of the Aylesford class of pottery were also

Fig. 3. Late-Cel&pottery with stabbed m e f c ^ ^ & few m o a M e d pedestals of Vases, but

Dumpton, BroadStairL (*.) n o t i n ft c o m p l e t e g t a t e > fragments of the familiar

Samian ware, also a piece of red Gaulish ware, and last but not least the coarse red
roofing tiles, which probably did service on some Roman villa whose foundations
have not yet been discovered.

LATE-CELTIC REMAINS FOUND AT KING EDWARD AVENUE,
BROADSTAIRS.

In February last, during the construction of a new road called King Edward
Avenue, situated on rising ground, having an easterly aspect, at a distance of a
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On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs. 433

quarter of a mile from the sea, there was discovered a small Late-Celtic settlement,
consisting of a circular enclosure having a double line of ditches surrounding it,

Fig. 4. Late-Celtic pottery fragments, showiDg types of ornamentation, Dumpton, Broadstairs. (J.)
(a) moulded, (¥) comb-marked, (c) linear.

cut in the chalk subsoil. (Plate LVII.) The outer ditch was 3 feet 6 inches wide
at top, and V-shaped, and about 2 feet 6 inches deep. At a distance of about 6 feet
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434 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

from it, there was an inner ditch about 5 feet 6 inches wide and the same depth
as the other one. The inner ditch enclosed an area having a diameter of 28 feet,

Fig. 5. Um fragments, Dumpton, Bvoadstniiv. (£.)

while the extreme diameter of the circle formed by the outer ditch was 58 feet.
Near the centre of the circle was a round hole about 2 feet in diameter and 1 foot
deep, in which was a large urn. The pottery was of a coarse character, with

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900010171
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 26 Oct 2018 at 01:17:16, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900010171
https://www.cambridge.org/core
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms


On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs. 435

quartz grains mixed with the clay, of a light brown colour, and ornamented with
rough incised lines drawn with a blunt instrument round the top of the vessel,
and a number of stabbed holes between the two rows of lines. The urn fell into
many pieces when removed from the ground. In the ditches where found a few
ox bones and one fossil echinus. About six yards from the circle there was a pit
of irregular shape, 32 feet long in one direction, and over 10 feet wide in another;
it is probably much larger than the latter dimension, as it was not opened to
its full limit. It was 4 feet 6 inches deep, and contained soil and chalk debris,
with bones and teeth of oxen or horses, fragments of black and pale red pottery,
and a few oyster, mussel, and limpet shells.

About 40 yards in a north-westerly direction from the circular enclosure,
there was a number of small holes varying from 8 to 15 inches in diameter, in two
parallel lines (fifteen holes in all), which may have held posts that formed part of
a stockade or some other means of defence.

No metal whatever was found on this site, but a portion of a chalk disc
13 inches in diameter was dug up.

LATE-CELTIC REMAINS AT LANTHORNE ROAD, BROADSTAIRS.

During the sinking of a shaft in connexion with some drainage work at
Lanthorne Road, in the month of November, 1907, by workmen in the employ of
the local authority, I discovered an ancient excavation in the chalk subsoil, con-
sisting of a pit 4 feet wide, 12 feet long, and 12 feet deep, each end being almost
semicircular. About 3 feet below the road surface, which had been made up to
this extent and at what appeared to be the original level of the ground, there was
a layer of lightly baked clay, forming a kind of floor 1^ inch thick, firmly com-
pacted together, and extending all over the area of the pit.

Beneath this was found an iron spear-head, about 12 inches long, in a very
oxidized state. The remainder of the pit was filled with earth and fine ash, also
flints, showing evidence of having been subjected to fire; and a large quantity of
bones of various domestic animals, such as sheep, horses, and oxen. There was a
considerable quantity of broken pottery, mostly of Late-Celtic type, and similar
to that found on the Dumpton field. One interesting fragment had a decoration
of the finger-nail order, while a number of pieces were comb-marked, and others
of fine black ware with the characteristic linear ornament, executed no doubt
by means of a blunt point while the clay was soft. A black ware bowl about
10 inches in diameter was discovered, and has been partially restored. A
number of whetstones were found, and a large piece of fossil sponge.
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436 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

ANCIENT POTTERY FOUND AT STONE ROAD, BROADSTAIRS.

During the trenching of a garden opposite " St. David's," Stone Road,
Broadstairs, belonging to the late Mr. Gr. Gr. Kennedy, in October, 1905, two
ancient graves were uncovered, one containing a skeleton, at the foot of which
there stood a water bottle of buff ware 6 inches high (fig. 6), resting in a red
ware dish 7 inches in diameter, and close alongside them was a vase of blue-

Fig. 6. Buff-coloured water-bottle, Stone Koad, Broadstairs. (^.)

grey ware; in the other grave were two skeletons, and in association with them
one red ware dish 6f- inches in diameter, and a small blue-grey vase. At the head
of one of the skeletons was a very large flint stone, while all of them were pro-
tected with a number of small flint stones, but the human bones crumbled into
dust on exposure to the air.

Mr. Reginald A. Smith, of the British Museiim, has kindly supplied the
following information respecting the two red ware dishes above mentioned: The
potter's mark on the larger dish is that of CIXXAMVS, a potter of Lezoux, Puy-de-

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900010171
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 26 Oct 2018 at 01:17:16, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261340900010171
https://www.cambridge.org/core
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms


On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broad-stairs. 437

Dome, who worked in the first half of the second century, and generally made
large hemispherical bowls with figures and floral designs in relief. The mark on
the smaller one is COS.RVF, which stands for cosivs RVFINVS, a well-known potter,
but from the earlier factory of La Graufesenque, Aveyron, where work ceased
very early in the second century. The form of this dish is transitional between
Dragendorffs numbers 18 and 31, and may be assigned to about 100 A.D., whereas
that of CINNAMVS is probably somewhat later, but still before 150 A.D.

Fig. 7. Sepulchral vessels of grey ware, Stone Eoad, Broadstairs. (£.)

ANCIENT POTTERY FOUND AT RUMFIELDS, ST. PETER'S.

During the process of excavating the brick-earth at a brickfield, situated at
Rumfields, St. Peter's, belonging to Mr. W. "W. Martin, there has been found
from time to time during the past nine or ten years a number of pottery vessels
and a few bronze objects. Some of the articles have been discovered in associa-
tion with skeletons, but unfortunatelv no observations were made at the time as
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438 On a Late-Celtic Village near Dumpton Gap, Broadstairs.

to the exact conditions which prevailed so that this desirable information is not
available. They consist of :

6 small vases of various patterns from 2^ inches to 4 inches high; of
blue-grey colour (Plate LVIII.);

1 moulded dish, 5 inches diameter, blue-grey ware;
1 moulded dish, 4 inches diameter, red ware;
1 buff colour water bottle (fig. 8) ;
1 red ware dish, 7^ diameter, with raised centre, and having the mark of a

potter, "CONATIUS," who worked in Germany, in the second century;
1 dish with flat bottom 6f inches diameter, of blue-grey ware;
1 red ware dish 6^ inches diameter, with ornament consisting of conven-

tional ivy leaf in slip ;
2 Gaulish red ware dishes 6^ inches diameter.

The above are principally of first and second century date.
Also two bronze brooches of first-century pattern, not quite complete, two

small bronze necklets, and a necklet of bronze wire.
P.S. The illustrations are enlarged from photographs by Mr. J. Walton, of

Broadstairs.

Fig. 8. Buff-coloured water bottle, Kurnfields, Broadstairs.
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