
4II
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I am far indeed from regarding myself as in-

fallible. Rather am I firmly convinced-and
every day contributes to force this upon my
attention-that my deciphering is in many points
of detail merely ephemeral, and that in course of
time much of it will crumble away. But that is

not only excusable, it is a matter of course. I

am but human. If one has the courage to think
and to form combinations, he must frequently and
in many ways fall into error. But when Hommel

applies to what he cannot accept of the results I
have reached by a severe process of thought the
name absurdities,’ he presents them in a light in
which it seems to me they do not deserve to

appear, even if Hommel’s own views were correct.
I believe, however, that the author of 4iicient
Hebrew Traditioll and other works, not to speak
of the critique with which I am dealing, is hardly
the man to judge of what is absurd, and has no
right to speak of the conclusions of his colleagues
as ’absurdities.’ ’He who sits in a glass house
ought not to throw stones.’

I have replied to Professor Hommel more fully
than I am accustomed to do on other occasions
when I am wantonly assailed by him or others.
Silence is in such cases generally the most effective
defence. But as I am concerned that in England
as well as in Germany the true state of this im-
portant question should be learned once for all, I
have felt compelled to make an exception in this

instance, and have gladly availed myself of the
kind permission of the editor of THE EXPOSITORY
TiMEs to express my views on Professor Hommel’s
article.

Having reached in my deciphering a point from
which I daily gain deeper insight into the inscrip-
tions, it strikes me as almost comical that even yet
I should have to fight for my life. I can only
wish that Hommel may continue to follow his own

method of decipherment, disdaining to the utter-
most my results, and reaching such conclusions,
e.g. as that a sign, which occurs some dozen and a
half times in the Lion inscription, instead of being
a ’word-closer’ ( T l’ortbesclaliesser), or the like, stands
for ’son.’ That is the surest and the shortest

way to discover that when in the main points he
abandons my methods he will find himself on a

dead track; and as Hommel professes to have at
heart only the victory of the truth, he will thus be
brought to see and to confess that the inscriptions
in the main can be deciphered only in the way in
which I have done it.

I may say beforehand that I do not intend to

notice any rejoinder Professor Hommel may
choose to make. The above must suffice by way
of answer to anything he may still bring forward
against me, unless, instead of mere baseless asser-
tions, he should adduce substantial arguments,
showing that he at least knows the inscriptions,
which as yet he does not.

At the Literary Table.
THE BOOKS OF THE MONTH.

THE QUEST OF FAITH. 13v T. B. SAUNDI-,RS. (Bla<.1..
Svo, pp. 19I. 7s. 6d.)

No~r everyone who set out in quest of the Holy
Grail found it. Mr. Saunders sets out in quest of
Faith and finds it not. What he finds is that

religion is a product of the human spirit. The
loftier minds, the men of genius, have attained a
loftier view than is granted to common humanity.
And that loftier view is heaven. For a moment
Mr. Saunders seemed to pause, content with ‘an
additional factor,’ willing to describe it as ’ Fate,
Unknown Power, God, or whatever other term.’
But even that was dismissed as needless. The
human spirit alone engenders the tendency towards

higher moral and social relations, which we call re-
ligion. But, in truth, Mr. Saunders does not set out
in quest of Faith. He sets out to criticise all the
recent popular books that handle matters of faith,
and to show them unable to establish it. He
criticises cleverly, and for the most part con-

vincingly. But his own position is the most open
to criticism of them all.

RECENT ARCHAEOLOGY AND TI-IE BIBLE. By
T’HE REV. THOMAS Nicoi., D.D. (Blackwood. S~-o,
pp. xii, 333. 95. net.)

There are few things more urgently needed at

present than a survey of recent Biblical Archae-
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ology. No one is able to keep pace with all the

work unless he gives himself specially to it. No

one is able to disentangle conflicting statements
and detect immature theories unless he has all the
facts at his finger ends. No one, in short, has any
satisfaction at the present moment in using the
results of exploration ; they are too multifarious and
too indefinite. We need a brief, capable survey,
and Dr. Nicol has furnished it.

Dr. Nicol’s volume contains the Croall Lectures
for i8~8. In their delivery these lectures attracted
distinct attention. Since they were delivered Dr.
Nicol has both travelled in the East and read
most extensively in the relevant literature. The

book is really much richer than the lectures were,
they have had a wider field to cover, for even

within a year there have been important finds,
and they have been set at the point of view of
the most recent scholarship. To those therefore
who heard the lectures and drank them in, the
volume will be welcome, at once corrective and

informing.
Dr. Nicol covers the whole field of Biblical

Archaeology. For that we are thankful. It is a

survey, a fireside handbook, we need, not a

scholar’s discussion or explorer’s exhibition of

some minute corner. We need to see where we

are, both as to facts and tendencies. What can we
believe as to the extent and value of the discoveries
of past years ? What must we believe as to their i

relation to the Old and New Testament? These I
are the questions Dr. Nicol has answered. We
have verified his statements on some of the most
critical matters, and find him both cautious and
firm. We have followed the flow of his narrative
from beginning to end with increasing attention
and interest. The time may come, it may not be
far off, when this volume will be ancient history.
But it is history, and will always remain history;
it will mark a stage in our knowledge of this

great subject ; and for the present it will at least
be a fine opportunity for what Canon Butler calls

’holy self-indulgence’ as we turn its fascinating
pages.

THE ASCENT THROUGH CHRIST. By E.

GRII--FITH-.TONEs, B.A. (Bowdm. Crown Svo, pp.
xxvi, 469. 7s. 6d.)

The title is probably a reminiscence of
Drummond’s Ascent of Man ’; the sub-title is

v

more luminous, ’A Study of the Doctrine of

Redemption in the Light of the Theory of Evolu-
tion.’ The first thing that occurs to one to say
about the book itself is that both the author and

the publisher have evidently resolved to do their
best by it. If this is not a good book, I cannot
write a good book, the author seems to say, I

have put my best into this one ; and the publisher
seems to add, I too have done my best by it.

So it is a book that at once arrests. We begin to
read it prejudiced in its favour.
And it never loses that first impression. We

see that the author is not the very highest
authority either in Evolution or in the doctrine of
Redemption. 1Ve see that he has not that catching
felicity of style which carries everything before it.
But all through we feel that we are in competent
hands, and in touch with an extremely candid and
considerate mind. Nay, we find at the close that

Mr. Griffith-Jones has actually written the book
that was waiting to be written on this subject.
There is the sufficiency of authority, and there is
the open-mindedness that were needed. There is

also the unfaltering faith that was as much

needed as anything. If B<Ir. Griffith-Jones had
failed to show that Evolution preserved the

doctrine of Redemption, we should not have

been disturbed. ‘Ve know it is true whatever

comes of Evolution. But it is at least of in-

tellectual interest to know that a modest theory
of Evolution finds place for both the Fall and the
Incarnation.

THE INTERNATIONALTHEOLOCICAL LIBRARY.
THE THEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.
Br GEORGE BARKER STEVENS, PH.D. DD. (T. v’ T.
Clark. wo, pp. 6 i 7. 12S.)

Whilst we wait for Professor Davidson’s Theology
of the Old Testanaeoat there comes its companion
volume. It is only a master of the subject that
can gather the theology of either Testament into
one lucid volume. Professor Stevens has had

experience. His volumes on the Johannine and the
Pauline theology have been, since their recent

issue, the New Testament student’s constant guide
and friend. In this volume there are the same
features of fulness, clear statement, sane judgment.
There is also the same distinct sense of ownership.
The judgments are sane, not because they ex-

press the average, but rather, as it seems to us,
because the author has waited to find them work.
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First, he carefully gathers the facts,-not passages
merely, but also characteristics,-and then, stating
his conclusions, he shows how they have worked
themselves out in the lives of the men who

reveal them, and in his own life also. The book I

seems to us therefore to be more than a safe I

guide to the New Testament theology, it is an ;
impressive encouragement to newness of personal ~Ilife. 

____ /
Messrs. James Clarke & Co. pursue the issue of I

their Small Books on Great Subjects.’ The new 

volume contains five evangelical doctrinal sermons ’
by the Rev. H. Arnold Thomas, M.A., under the
title of The Way of Life (pp. II9, is. 6d.) The

sermon on salved by His Life’ is full of correction
for all unscriptural and mechanical methods of

sanctification.

The Chair of Logic and Metaphysics in the

University of Aberdeen has in our time been

occupied first by Professor Bain and then by
Professor Minto. And now there comes from its

present occupant, Professor Davidson, a manual of
Christiall Ethics (R. cC R. Clark). It is a sign to
this generation. First antagonism, then agnosti-
cism, then a hearty desire to preach the gospel of
the kingdom of God. And Professor Davidson

has put his talents into the little book. It is full

and scholarly. 
-

Mr. Brooke and Mr. 1B1’Lean are making steady
progress with the great Cambridge Septuagint.
Meantime Professor Swete has revised the third
volume of his manual edition, and issued it anew

(Cambridge, University Press, 7s. 6d). Besides
the correction of errors that had crept into the

edition of 1894, it contains the Greek fragments
of the Book of Enoch and a revised text and

apparatus of the Psalms of Solomon ; the apparatus
to Isaiah and Ezekiel has been compared with the
facsimile of Q, and the more important readings of
the Syriac text of 4 Maccabees have been added
to the Appendix. 

-

MY TOUR IN PALESTINE AND SYRIA. BY F. H.
DEYERELL. (.Z~’t.’ e,-’ S~SOIIr’swood~. Svo, pp. 269,
with Map and Illustrations.)
A new eye sees ever new things in Palestine as

well as everywhere else. Mr. Deverell has the

seeing eye. The actual additions to our topo-

graphical facts are not great. How could they
be after this time by a wayfarer ? But the old facts

and scenes are set in new lights, and there are texts
of the Bible that have a little more of their riches

quarried out of them. The book is well worth

reading by even the experienced in Palestine

travel, and it is certainly easy to read.

SABBATH NIGIITS AT PITCOONANS. By THE

AUTHOR or. ’SA1BDY SCOTT’S BIBLE CLASS.’ (Hodder
u-~ Stoughtoll. Crown 8vo, pp. 95. is. 6d.)

‘Sandy Scott’ preaches the gospel as he has
learned it-in broad Scotch. Some there are to
whom the good Samaritan speaking Aberdeenshire
(or the like) is either comical or irreverent. But

no doubt the good Samaritan spoke the ver-

nacular of his day, and so it is merely a matter of
translation. And no one will deny the reality, or
even the pathos of these Bible-class conversations.

TRUE LIMITS Oh RITUAL IN THE CIIURCH.
EDITED BY THE REV. ROBERT LIB ICLA-1’ER, D.D.
(Loizgiiiaiis. Crown 8vo, pp. xvi, 250. 5s.)

Dr. Linklater has found seven High Church-
i men, and himself the eighth, to write an eirenicon.
They are pronounced High Churchmen all.

They do not refuse to write an eirenicon. But

they know what an eirenicon means. The

wolf and the lamb must lie down together,
but the only method of accomplishing it is for
the lamb to lie down inside the wolf, and they
even make their invitation with a growl. The
true limits of ritual are of course the boards of
the Prayer Book. But the Prayer Book is

. susceptible of the most wonderful wealth of

interpretation. Our eirenicon is that you must

interpret it in our way or you are anathema.
Dr. Linklater is disappointed of one of his

papers, so he writes the introductory essay him-
self. He first disposes of the difticulty ’which
fair English minds must necessarily experience, in
accounting for the united and sustained opposi-
tion at the present moment, of all sorts and con-
ditions of men against the High Church clergy of
the Church of England.’ And he disposes of it

easily. The High Church clergy are the followers
of the Lord, all the rest are the world.’ ’ We
remember certain utterances of our Divine Lord
and Master by which He prepared His disciples
for the opposition of the world, and warned them
that they must expect to be treated as the world
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treated Him.’ That settles the matter at once and

satisfactorily.
And then Mr. Wylde of Leeds enters A Plea

for Reasonableness,’ and shows how reasonable is

even the veneration of the Cross, of which one

part consists in worshippers ’kneeling before the
representation of our Crucified Lord, and kissing
the feet of the figure.’

TI-IE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY OF

BISHOPS IN THE CATHOLIC CHUPCN. I3v

THE REV. A. T. WiRCwA~, D.D., D.C.L.

(Lol1gmam. Crown 8vo, pp. 292. 6s.)

Provost Wirgman has worked through the

history of the Church from the Apostolic Age to
the Council of Chalcedon in 45 i for the purpose
of discovering the position and authority of the
Bishop. That has been his sole search, and he
has not missed many particulars. The book is

thererefore valuable, apart from its conclusions,
for the fulness of its information. It is a text-

book on this great vexed matter, with the judicious
use of which any student may reach his own

conclusions. But Dr. Wirgman’s conclusions are
also a weighty portion. He is transparently
honest. He is severely scientific. No doubt the

intellectual prepossession is there in spite of him ;
but it is not consciously there. And then it may
always be discounted, the materials themselves

being provided.

INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVELATION OF
ST. JOHN. BY THE REV. CRESSWELL STRANGE,
11. A. Lorrgnrarrs. Crown 8B’~, pp. xx, 331. 6s.)

It is painful to think that with all our progress
in biblical interpretation, one still opens a new
book on the Apocalypse with misgiving. For still

is it the happy hunting ground of the bitter

sectary or the visionary saint, though he has been
driven out of every other Scripture. But then,
when the book is found to be credible, the relief is
very pleasant. Mr. Strange is credible. He is
modern and restrained. He is full of instruction
and help. If the average student would read
this book first and then the Apocalypse itself,
passing all other introductions by, he would
receive a grounding in the meaning of this mar-
vellous writing that would stand him in good
stead for ever. The scholarship is as accurate as

the illustration is felicitous.

UNIVERSITY AND OTI-IEPv SERMONS. By H. BI.

BUTLER, D.D., LL.D. (Cambridge: ll~Iacnailla~a ~r’

Bowes. Crown 8vo, pp. 350. 5s. net.)
We are all familiar with the phrase, ‘an enlight-

ened self-interest,’ and we are not very fond of it.

But what shall we make of the expression, ’a holy
self-indulgence’? Dr. Butler recommends it to

the modern preacher. And what he means is,
that the modern preacher should let his desires go
out to the reading of history and biography, and
then preach what he has read. Dr. Butler seems

to think it is a holy penance to read the Pentateuch,
the Prophets, and the Psalms, and preach them to
the people. It is indulgence to read the life of

Francis Xavier or the story of Waterloo. Let it

be preached as it is read, he says; it will then
become a holy indulgence. ~Vhereupon, says Dr.
Butler, ‘ he will be the better for it himself, and
his people will share the benefit. In the noble

phrase of Robert Hall, he will have enlarged their
intercourse with heaven.’ Dr. Butler himself

preaches so. The first half of the book is occupied
with simple discourses on Scripture themes; the
second, with discourses on historical persons and
events. We find the Funeral of President Gar-

field, the Battle of Vvaterloo, and Balaclava Day.

The third volume of the ‘ Eversley’ Slaahespeare
is out. It contains ’Much Ado,’ ’All’s Well,’
‘Measure for Measure, and ‘Troilus and Cressida.’
The Introductions are not historical only, there is
also exposition of structure and character ; but all
is short as short can be. The plays make up the
volume. 

’

The third volume of Dr. Joseph Parker’s Studies
ill Texts has been published by Mr. Horace

Marshall. It contains ten long sermons which
bristle with sharp points, many prayers, a narrative
of the history of the Institute of Homiletics, and
eighty pages of ’Phases of Texts,’ which are

sermons either in their first or second childhood,
we cannot tell which. But there is in the volume
from first to last at least a year’s great discourses,
if you can draw them out of it.

Messrs. Marshall Brothers are the publishers of
a promising book for preachers by the Rev. Robert
Tuck, B.A., entitled The Hour before Holy Coili-
munioll. It contains collects, hymns, and medita-
tions. They also issue a cheaper edition of Fox’s
Victory through the Name.
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Messrs. Methuen are running so many series at

present that one has to walk warily not to get lost

among them. One of the series is ’The Library
of Devotion,’ and the first volume of it we have
seen is Keble’s Lyra Innocenti~r~rr, edited by Pro-
fessor Walter Lock-the greatest of Keble editors.
It is a taking little volume ; its paper just a little
too thin and transparent; its editing irreproachable.

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. By C.

GoRE, M.A., D.D. (¡lIurray. Crown 8vo, pp. 326.
3s. 6d.)

Canon Gore has caught the ear of the religious
reading world, and he is determined to use his

opportunity. A nobler ambition than the ambition

to make known the Epistles of St. Paul to this i

busy generation a man could scarcely have. This Igeneration is impatient of St. Paul. It neglects
him, and even disowns him, and no wonder that I

things are not going well with this generation.
Canon Gore is actually bringing it back to St.

Paul. And although his St. Paul is not wholly
yours or mine, it is a great achievement and a

great gain. The present volume is the first half of
Romans. It is most invigorating reading.

Messrs. Nisbet have just put out a new edition
of Mr. Reid Howatt’s The Cllildrm’s Pew, one of
the few classical books of children’s sermons, at

the very reasonable price of half a crown.

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER. By THE REV. JAMES
ROBERTSON, D.D. (Oliphant. Crown 8vo, pp. 184.
3s. 6d.)

There is no subject on which so many good
books are written as on Preaching. That is

because we have not yet recognized its greatness.
BB1 e do not reckon it great enough to endow

Preaching Chairs in all our Colleges. So we ’

appoint lecturers. ‘Vhen they have delivered /
their course they can publish, for the lectures will i

not be required again. And readers are at once

found for every new volume as it comes. These I
volumes differ, but they are all read. They differ
in aim as well as in execution. Dr. Robertson’s
aim is characteristically modest. He is a man

with experience behind him ; he would pass it
over to younger men, that they may do less harm
than young preachers generally do, and begin
sooner to do good. It is no volume of systematic
homiletic therefore. It is a fine volume of sys-
tematic good sense. There are some who read all

the books on Preaching that are published, there
are some who select the best. This is one to be
selected. 

____

THE CULTURE OF CHRISTIAN MANIOOD.
EDITED BY ’V. H. SALLMON. (Oliphant. Crown

8vo, pp. 309. 3s. 6d.)
The sixteen sermons in this volume were

preached in the College Chapel of Yale Uni-

versity by sixteen of the best known preachers of
America. They are addressed to young men.

The young men are taken to be intelligent and in
earnest. The earnestness is believed to be not

far from the kingdom of God. And the way of
entrance as well as the life within are described
with clearness of thought and warmth of personal
attachment. These sermons are as near an

approach as one will find to the ’pattern in the
mount’ of sermons to young men.

AMONG THE WILD NGONI. By W. A. ELMSLIE,
F, h. G. S. (Oliphant. Crown 8vo, pp. 319. 3s. 6d. )
Dr. Elmslie has written a simply fascinating

book. The traveller with no interest in Christian

missions, the Christian with no interest in travel,
both will find it fascinating. And it is true. It
is strictly true, and under rather than over drawn.
For Dr. Elmslie is a Christian himself with a

Christian conscience. It would have been easy
to have made it a much more pretentious book,
and then it would probably have had a greater
circulation. But it is well done, and full of
accurate graphic illustrations.

A third volume has been issued by Messrs.
Oliphant Anderson & Ferrier of Dr. l~Vhyte’s
Bible Clzaracters (crown Svo, pp. 241, 3s. 6d.).
The characters are taken as before in the order in

i which they lie in the Bible. The first is Ahithophel,
the last Nehemiah. And, as before, every study is
an arrest, both of the ‘character’ and of the reader.
For a half-hour or more, Ahithophel is held there,
and the very soul of him is turned out till you can

’ see the motives that are written across it. It is a
terrible time for Ahithophel. And it is no less
terrible for you For Ahithophel’s soul becomes
yours. It is your motives and your soul the

i congregation is seeing and reading.

! The Boys’ Brigade is associated in many minds
with the name of Mr. Herbert Reid. If Mr.
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Reid has not the literary skill of the late Professor
Drummond, he has more knowledge. The book

which he has just published-Priz~ate.james F~y~’e
(Oliphant, is. 6d.)-is not a connected story, but
a series of incidents. It owes its interest to the

close contact it always keeps with the character
and capacity of the average Brigade boy. Mr.

Reid hears the Saviour say, ‘ Suffer the growing
boy to come unto 3Ie, and encourage him with all
your might.’ -

In Foretokens of III/mortality, by Newell Dwight
Hillis, which Messrs. Oliphant have also published,
there are many striking ideas (though they are

clothed in somewhat gorgeous array of language).
To those who drop upon ‘ the hour when the

immortal hope burns low in the heart,’ the little
book will carry a message.

LETTERS FROM A MYSTIC OF THE PRESENT
DAY. BY ROWLAND W. Coh~3E~r, IBT.A. (S/o<1,.
Crown Svo, pp. xx, 2 i i . )

ZVe have often wished we could fall in with a

genuine mystic of the present day, just as we are
ready to enjoy any new and sinless sensation.
And he has come. At least we find in Mr.

Corbet’s letters the impenetrable darkness which
is said to be inseparable from genuine mysticism.
And since we discover the most luminous

commonplaces in other pages, we are ready to
admit that the darkness is in our own minds, as
all true mystics affirm. Again we find in Mr.

Corbet’s letters the most glaring heterodoxy that
could be transferred to paper. For instance,
there is no sin. What seems so, is ignorance.
Jesus said, ’Son, be of good cheer, thy sins have
been done away.’ He called the man son,’ for
‘ He is speaking to him as to a child of God,
and tells him, without any solicitation on his part,
an eternal fact, viz. that his sins have no exist-
ence as in the mind or eye of God.’ And the
Lamb of God came to take away-sin ? no, but
the mistake of thinking that God ever reckoned
sin against any one of us. Now, once more, we
submit that the heresy is ours. For in one of the
letters we read : ‘ had a great happiness the

other day. A friend, who was led at one time to
estimate me as a heretic, wrote : &dquo;The matter

which had so troubled me has burst upon me in

clear, bright vision, and all is transfigured in its

redeeming light.&dquo;’ So we have found our modern I

mystic, and found him most piquant, though not
progressive, reading. 

-

There is no work on earth so happy as foreign
mission work when it is successful, the good done

! is so unmistakable and so unmixed. Miss Sophia
Cooke spent forty-two years doing mission work
in Singapore; it was uninterruptedly successful,
and she was one of the happiest women on earth.
The narrative which Mr. Elliot Stock has published

(Sophia Cooke, by E. A. Walker) has just one fault,
; it is too short. Still, the best work has least to
say of itself.

I Mr. Frank Mundell has published through the
Sunday School Union a small volume of sea

: stories&horbar;~~/~ of Sea ~~’~//~~ is its title-which
the younger members of the Sunday School will
take to greedily and find good in.

A GElB1 OF ORTHODOXY. By S. L. MARSDEN.

(Fishei- Urtaoitr. Crown 8vo, pp. 360. 6s. )
If orthodoxy is the belief of the greater number,

it has a certain presumption on its side. Mr.
Marsden recognizes that. He therefore takes

great pains to show where orthodoxy went wrong,
and why. He spends half his book on that.
Then he comes to the point. The point is in
these words of St. Paul, ’God was in Christ.’

Orthodoxy has said, ’God was Christ,’ or at

least Christ was God,’ which Mr. Marsden counts
to be practically the same thing. St. Paul said,
‘ God was i~a Christ.’ And so Mr. Marsden holds

that all the doctrine of Christ’s deity is a mistake.
God was in Christ as He is in you and me (in less
measure, no doubt) ; and if Christ was God, then
are we all Gods, or ought to be. It is a book to

be read. It is a sign of the times. This is no

public-park orator, but a refined special pleader,
well equipped with historical facts and well fitted to
turn them to quiet controversial account. This is
the latest form of denial that Jesus is the Son of
God. Surely the end is near.

The sixth volume of the English translation of
Harnack’s Hist01J’ of Dogma has been published
by Messrs. Williams & Norgate. Its translator
is the Rev. AN’. M’Gilchrist, B. D., and he seems to

have done his work-it is as difticult a bit as any

-with great care and skill. Another volume

completes the translation.
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~7omd.tt’g ~i~~~g.
PROFESSOR I. J. PEr.iTZ, of Syracuse University,
N.Y., has reprinted from the Journal of Biblical
Literature an exceedingly interesting essay on

’ Woman in the Ancient Hebrew Cult,’ and thus
has furnished a fresh illustration of the truth that
much work remains to be done in studying themes
which were supposed to be exhausted. His essay
is a direct attack on the view associated with such

distinguished names as Stade, Schwally, Nowack,
and Benzinger, that woman was disqualified by
her sex from performing the duties of the religious
cult among the Hebrews. Benzinger has asserted
roundly that ’ woman was not capable of practis-
ing the cult.’ Stade traces the Hebrew law of
inheritance to woman’s inability to perform the
duties connected with ancestor worship.

Professor Peritz deals first with woman’s position
in other Semitic peoples, showing that amongst pre-
Islamite Arabs, Assyrians, Babylonians, Phoeni-

cians, etc., there were female divinities, female

devotees, and female cultic officials. If these

religions recognized female deities they could

scarcely taboo female worshippers. Nor did they.
Women joined in the two chief acts of Arabian

worship, the ’ stroking,’ and the act of encircling
the sacred stone. Such names of women as

‘ Handmaid of Welkart,’ implying on the part of
its bearer the worship of Melkart, are found on the
Carthaginian inscriptions. Again, many women
in the time prior to Islam occupied the office of
Kâhin, ‘ which corresponded very closely to that
of the early Hebrew K3h;n.’ In Babylonia and
Phoenicia there were priestesses and prophetesses.
The Old Testament, also, gives only too many
instances of the eagerness with which Hebrew
women cultivated foreign rites, the worship of
Ishtar (Jer 718 4415) and of Tammuz (Ezk 81’~) :
see also i K 151B 2 K 23 7, etc.

If there was nothing to prevent a woman from
taking part, and even a prominent part, in the

religious services of the related races, it is not

likely that they were shut out by the Hebrews.
And on this point there is much direct evidence.
The Old Testament makes it plain that women

were accustomed to be present at religious gather-
ings, to share in the sacrificial meals, nay, to share
in the sacrificial act. Female victims were

allowed, and if this statement does not apply to
the later law of firstlings, there is good reason for

believing that the exclusive requirement of firstling
males has been interpolated into the earlier legisla-
tion.’ Women participated in those mourning
customs, which have been supposed to indicate a
primitive ancestor worship.2 They had access to
the teraphim ; they gave oracular replies to

inquirers ; they practised necromancy. There
were prophetesses ; there were female ministrants

at the sanctuary (Ex 388, 1 S 2~2); there were

women singers who exercised their gifts in public
worship : Miriam led the female choir in their

grateful acknowledgment of God’s mercy; the

singing-women of Neh 7 67returned to Jerusalem
to brighten the services of the sanctuary ; Judith
(1~-16~), in an act of public worship, ’went

before all the people in the dance ... and began
to sing this thanksgiving.’
The objections and seeming exceptions are

not left unnoticed in this strong, yet temperate,
brochure, and one can only echo the hope ex-
pressed by its author, ‘ at some future time, as

a second part of the subject, to treat fully of

the causes of woman’s later inferior position in
the cult, and her final, apparently entire, exclusion
from it.’ It is saddening to be present in a

Mohammedan mosque at the Friday prayers and
note how Islam has driven out the wives and

mothers. But it is equally grievous, and we

should like to be better informed how it came

about, that Jews in their daily morning service say,
I Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, King of the
universe, who hast not made me a woman.’

Happily the women are more pious than we, and
there is a deeper religiousness in their word :
‘ Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, King of the
universe, who hast made me according to Thy

’ will.’
JOHN TAYLOR.

The Vicarage, Winchcombe.

1 Dr. Peritz’s discussion of the passages in question, Ex

I32. 12. 13 2228 3419. 20, Dt I519, is an excellent piece of criti-
cism. The position of ?, and the generally admitted fact
that it is one of P’s words, are surely decisive.

2 It would not be easy to rebut Stade’s conclusion that

the customs of mourning prove that the Hebrews, at one
stage of their history, worshipped the dead. But Peritz

has shown that the law which limits inheritance to the

male line, is not due to that worship, but to the fact that
in primitive Semitic society the active members of society
were alone deemed worthy to be heirs : ’ None can be

heirs who do not take part in battle, drive booty, and
protect property.’
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