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LECTURE. 

Fridas, May 2nd, 1873. 

GENERAL SIR WILLIAM J. CODRINGTON, G.C.B., &c., 
in the Chair. 

THE AUSTRIAN ARXW. 

By Lieutenant C. E. H. VISCEST, F.R.G.S., Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

IT is not without considerable diffidence, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, 
that I presume to come licre this afternoon, humbly to bring to your 
notice the manner in which Austria has grappled with that most 
terrible problem of recent years-Army Reorganisation. I feel, too, 
that especial apology is due on account of the time. The morrom 
of the day on which that mighty empire inaugurates that which tends 
so potently to the promotion of peaceful industry and the development 
of inventive genius, would seem to be the date least fitted on which to 
bring under review her resources for mar and the destruction of 
mankind. 

This morning's telegrams inform us that the Reigning Chief of the 
Imperial House of Hapsburg, in company with tlie illustrions heir 
to the throne of England, opened little better thau twents-four 
hours since the International Exhibition of Arts and Industries a t  
Vienna. Many, and I doubt not many of you, gentlemen, mill seize 
the opportunity of visiting one of the most enclianting of European 
capitals. All will admire her palaces and her thcatres ; her promenades 
and her streets; her municipal institutions and her environs; and 
above all the country mhich has suecessfullF brought all peoples, 
nations, and languages into one arena of commercial emulation and of 
social gntheri. -. Not a fern, however, there will be mho, in mitncssing 
all the pomp XI. ' luxury, all tlie riches and apparent prosperity around 
them, will think . f the terrible trials Austria has passed through, and 
how, within the living memory of the youngest historical student, a 
hostile army held the fair city within its grasp. They will then turn 
their attention to the existing means to prevent the rene id  of such 
a catastrophe. Let me, with your permission, endeavour to assist them 
in their investigations. But to sou, gentlemen, I cannot give better 
advice than that you should yourselves become acquainted \pith the 
Austrian Army, that you should risit the Military Institntions, and 
the vast camp of Briick. You will not bc unrewarded for soar trouble ; 
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528 TEE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 

for apart from the instruction and information derivable, you will meet 
with the rarest courtesy, the profusest hospitality and friendship. . 

Recent events have brought about such a fever of Army Reorgani- 
sation throughout the length and breadth of either hemisphere, that 
those who, a few years ago, were thoroughly versed in the military 
details of n country, now find tliemselrcs entirely a t  fault respecting 
the formation of its army. The subject, truly, has become in a manner 
distasteful and monotonous, but it is impossible not to feel some 
curiosity as to the manner in which the leading members of the world of 
nations have construed and applied the principles of modern military 
might, whose sole efficacy has been so terribly demonstrated. Tliese 
principles emanated from the sagmity and forethought of two earnest 
representatives Scharnhorst and Gneisenau, of a country driven to 
the verge of ruin and despair by the continued victories of the enemy 
she has lately worsted in so unprecedented a manner. . . . . 

In respect to Austria, the practical application of the study was 
no easy task, beset as she was with the germs of internal discontent, 
and resounding with the angry clamour of hostile factions. Tlic military 
yoke had never been light, yet ill-succcss had continually attended the 
hardships and prirntions of the Army. The people were in little 
humour to suffer further encroachments on their liberty, and it Kas 
absolutely neccssay to begin by paeifring the more or less just murmur- 
i n g ~  of the heterogeneous races composing the monarchy. Horn this 
was done in detail, little concerns the subject in hand, but it is known 
lioiv the all-important loyalty of the Hungarians was secured by per- 
mittinm them to crown and hail a King in the person of the Kaiser 
und Zonig Franz Joscf I, who granted them their long-wished-for 
separate Diet and Administr a t' ion. 

No time mas now lost, and on the 4th of December, 1868, the lmperinl 
signature mas a5ired to  the retrospective law inti20ducing the system 
of obligatory personal service for every male subject of the Austrian 
Crown. 

To work out the details of the new system, Field3Iarshd Lieutenant 
Baron von Kiihn, the then Minister of War, deroted himself with an 
indefatigable zeal, supported by tnlent of the Iiighest order. But  how 
difficult and tedious was the labour, how long it must remain apparently 
unproductive of result, is fully illustrated by the half century of unin- 
terrupted peace and prosperity vliieh the Northern Node1 required to  
dwelop the system and to nrrive a t  perfection in its working. 

"hose of you who are, and I imagine there are few present who are not 
inti. ?tely acquainted with the orgmisation of the North German Army, 
may 1 ?rhaps be astonished n t  Baron ron Kiihn's faithful adherence to  
that  military prototype. This, hoivever, is only on the surface of 
things, and it is hard for us to dire far below the surface, in the singlo 
hour to which the lecturer in this theatre is wisely confined. The 
admirably compiled and voluminous pages on the " Heerwcscn dcr 
;' IC. H. Armbe," mill furnish ample material for novel investigation, 
and will show forth how many excellent provisions emanated solely 
from the Viennese Ninistrj. . . . . However 1 must plunge at 
once in wedins res. 
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529 THE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 

The Xilitary Force of Anstria is composed of- 
The Standing Army, 
The Reserve, 
The Landwebr, 
And the Landsturm. 

The latter clement, though, meaning simply a Zc& en WICISSSC of the 
entire male population for the last struggle in defence of hearth and 
home, having neither arm5 nor even theoretical organisation, exists 
but in name, even it is to be hbped to the most distant future. 

The total liability to military (or naval) serrice extends over twelve 
years, commencing from the 1st of Jannary of the year succeeding the 
20th birthday to the termination of the 32nd year. 

This period is thus apportioned- 
3 years to the Standing Army, 
7 ,, :, Reservc, 
2 ,, ,, Inndmllr .  - 

12 
Service in the Landwehc is, homercr, yariable ; for, under certain 

social conditions, which I will presently enumerate, as we11 as the 
inhabitants of the three privileged communities of Trieste, Cattaro, and 
R:rpsa (who, under the old sjstem, were entirely free), individuals arc 
permitted to fulfil the whole of their liability in that force, having 
rcceived regular training with thc Army for at least two montlis. 

Tlic effective numerical strength of tlie Stanrliug Army, Reserve, 
and Landwelir, amounts to about 1,100,000 men, of which about $+hs 
arc contributed by thc first two categories, the Standing Army and 
Itescrvc, to which Huugnry furnislies a quota of nearly 330,000. 

His Imperial, Royal, and Apostolic Xajcsty tlic Emperor Frnucis I, 
is at the supreme head of the Austrian Army, ivliieh lie governs 
through the Ministry of War, and the Inspector-General, His Impcrial 
Highness the Archduke Albrecht (tlic author of the cclcbrated pamplilet 
" Ilesponsibility in War "), who is answerable for the military efficiency. 
The War Uinistry is divided into thrce main scetions- 

The Personal, 
The Military and Technical, 
The Economical. 

These a 
A Chief 

n@n subdivided into various departments. 
the Staff and fire Inspectors-General of Artillery, of 

Engineers, of :avnlry, of Transport, and of Rcmouuts, arc appointed to 
assist the Minister. 

The Chief of the Staff superintends the distribution of the Staff 
in all its practical and scientific depnrtments, administers the Pionecr 
Regiment, and generally supervises all military education. 

Each of the other officers is responsible for his branch, and forms 
tIic organ of communication with the Government. He superilltends 
all the technical military schools, and to him are made the confidential 
reports. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
Su

ss
ex

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 1
8:

21
 2

6 
M

ar
ch

 2
01

5 



530 TFlE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 

Thcrc are 29;' ofliccrs emplojcd in the War  I I in i s tq  a t  Vienna, 
exclusive of permanent engineer, nrtilleiy, and transport commit- 
tees. . . . . 

The most perfect department, perhaps, in the ?dinistry, is that for 
the collection of military intciligcncc and information. It can hardly 
be far beliiud the Uerlin General S tab  in thc extcnt of its rcscnrches. 
It is Gvided into four scetioiis, viz. :- 

1. For intcrior topography. 
2. For external topography. 
3. For matters conucctcd with railwajs, steam-packets, and tele- 

4. For tlic collection of information concerning foreign armies. 
Tlic ofliccrs employed iu these fnur sections are songlit for tlirough- 

out cvery biniich of tlic standirlg army, rcscrve, nnd Iandwlir, and 
their appointnicIit is govcrncd by no pedautic laws of routine and 
prcecdciit d i ic l i  limit tlic area of clio~ce, and c o n s e p n t l y  dctmct 
from power and strcngtll, where they arc cspccially needed. 

Austria, iiiclusivc of Hungary, is di-i-ided into scvcntcen military 
districts, tlic liead-quarters of which lie nt- 

graphs. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

G. 
7. 

8. 

3. 

10. 
11. - 2 .  
3 . .  
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 

I'ienxia, for Lower Austria (G brigades of infantry, 1 of cavalry, 

Linz, for Upper Austria and Salzburg (1 brigade of infantq-, 1 of 

Briinn, for JIomvia and Silcsia (2 brigades of infnntrx, 1 of 

Griiz, for Steircrmark, Kiiriitcn, nnd Krnin (3 b$igades of infantry, 

Tricst, for tlie town of Tricst, Istrin, Gorz, and Gmdiska (2 brigades 

Trinsbrnck, for the Tyrol nud Vomrlberg (2 biigadcs of infantrj). 
Prague, for Bohemia ( G  brigades of infantry, 2 of cnmlry, and 1 

Lcmberg, for tlic ICastern portion of Galicin (2 brigades of infantry, 

Knlmu, for tlic Wcstcrii portion of Galicin (2 brigades of infantrr, 

Zan ,  for I):ilmntia (2 l ir ipdcs of infantv). 
Pest Ofen (3 brigades of infantry, 3 of cnyalry, and 1 local). 
Prcsborg (2 brigades of infantry, 3 of cavalry). 
K:iscliau (2 br ipdes  of infantry). 
Temesrnr (2 brigades of infantry, 3 of cavalrj). 
. Icrniaunstadt (2  Lripulci; of inf'mitry, 1 of cam!ry). 
Pctcr\rardcixi, for the ,military fronticrs (2 brigndcs of frontier 

A p m ,  for thc Croatian and Slavonian military frontiers (2 

and 1 local brigado). 

cavdrj-) . 

cavalry). 

1 of cardry). 

of infant 9). 

loml). 

2 of mvnlry, and 1 local). 

1 of m\-alry). 

t1aops). 

brigades of iIifmitr1, 2 of frontier troops). 
At  the head of each district is a General Ofiicer, T T ~ O  is responsible 

for all thc military administration of his command, which is diyidcd 
iuto two distinct branches- 
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T r r ~  A I J S T R I ~ X  ARHY. 53 1 

(1;) The purely military and teclinicnl. 
(2.) Tlie ccouomical and control. 
Evcry male suhjcct of thc Austrian Crown iuciiis, ns 1 said Lcfore, 

the liability t o  militnry scrvicc. Exemption is only obtainable from 
p1iysic;il dchicncics, i n  wliich casc the crcplptcc lins to pay n pecuniary 
i~itlcrnnity to tlic Jlilitary Involid Pu~id, qud under the follon-ing social 
conditions, viz. :- 

I. q c i u g  thc only son and support of n IieIplcss fatlicr or w i d o w d  
motlicr. 

0,. i l f tcr  the death of n father, being thc only grandson and support 
of nu iiifirni gmndfiitlier or widoivcd graridrnotlicr. 

3. nciiig tlic only support of 1iClIJlcSS rcl:itio!is. 
A l l  servicc by a subatitute, or cscniptiou by purcliasc, is  abolislicd., 

Tliose who have alrc:tdy got  off by these n~eaiis are for wcr  frcc; but 
for a11 others the Inn- is rctrospcctire, and scrviuc is required of thcxu 
nccordirig to tlieir age. 

Certain social conditions furthcr criaMc uicn to  pnss nt oucc into tlic 
Iandwchr, .!inring rcceived two mouths’ instruction i n  a regular regi- 
?nent, viz. :- 

Ueing the possessor of inlicritcd property suficieiitly cxtcnsive to  
support n familyof five persoris, :ind not  larger tliaii will m:iiut:!in four 
such fiiniilics. 

Ueiiig R divinity student, n candidate for n pfcssorsl i ip ,  or a nntiorial 
schoolmastcr,ship. . . . . . 

A s  in  Prussia, the  s js tcni  of o m  Scar voln~itccrs is in force, in 
order t h t  tlic civil profcssions may uot bc dc~terior.itcc1 by thc  mili- 
tary cxigencics. Y o u t h  of good character niid cducntiou can qualify 
tlicmsclvcs in  this mqntier for commissions i n  the reservo and 
!:pdwclir, at tlic sanic time tlint tbcy bcconic frccd from rcgul:ir 
6 C r r i C C  in time of peace. The cducntioiinl stanchrd fur tlic Binjiihrigc 
Freiwilligc is estimated by the  passing of a spccial csarninntioii or the 
att:iinrncrit of n ccrtain plnco iii t h  clnsscs of a Gorcrnmcnt scliool. 
They are permitted to serve in the Li>uch they sclcct, wlictlier it bu 
combatant or  nou-cornbnt;irit, witb the  rcgimcnt, and iri tlic gnrris0.n 
d s o  of tlieir clioicc. ~ i e  yzir may I)C any oiic of those Lctwccn tIJc 
17th nut1 0,.5tli Iiirtlidaj-s. At tho tcrminntiori of the year’s tr:iiriipg, 
~rliicli cmbraces all tlic dutics of tlic mrious ranks, tlic voluntccrs arc  
subriiittetl to a scnrchiiig tlicorcticnl and  practicnl csnminatiou. Those 
tlint become rcscrvc oficcrs are linblc to bc callctl out for tlircc trnixiirigs 
of not longer duration than four ~ v c c k s  cncli. A t  tlie proper age, tho 
rwcrve oficcrs pnss into tlie Inndwclir. The crpcnses’of tho p r ’ s  
roluntary scrvicc fall entirely on tlic individwil, crcn to quarters, 
crcept  in  a few iso1:itcd cascs, wlicn tlicy are dcfrayccl by the  pulilic, 
wlio in return deni:ind liiglicr qualificatioris, and  e d c r i c u  to S I ~ O W  tliat 
the -iolunteer lins no xne:ins of liis own: 

Erc I speak of t h e  pccnliaritics of the  scvcr;;~ arms of tlic iiustrinu 
Army, i t  behoves rnc, gcutlcmeu, first to  direct your attentioil t o  tllc 
all import:int system of oficcring the wliolu. Austria docs not fill? tllc 
samc facility :is Prussin, and happily oursclvcs, in  procuring the  best 
material for filling tlic commissioned ranks. It is f i  disngrcca)lc, yet iu- 
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532 THE AUSTRIAN ARMY, 

controvertible fact, that the best lilood which alone can lead plebeian 
ranks to rictork, somewhat shirks n profession which bears the stigma, 
more by its misfortune than i ts  fault of possessing “ la routine de la, 
dkfaite.” Not all the deeds of signol valour which the Austrian 
Army adds cach campaign to its gallant histoiy, can thorouglily dissi- 
pate tlic kecn sarcasm of, the remark for which, I believe, n Hohen- 
zollern Prince is answerable. Moreover, tLc severe mectal and 
physical work and incessant cxarninations which the Austrian Govern- 
ment now exacts from lier Officers, shakes off all but the most 
zealous. 

I n  tlic standard of theoretical professional kno\\-ledge, Austria 
surpasses even Prnssia. Practical tests, too, bar every stage of 
advancement. 

The military schools are T-ery numerous, and the education therein 
given is excellent. Cadets, who havc been trained at tlie public cost, 
have to remain tcn Fears in actire serrice from the date of their exit 
from tho academy, those who liare paid half rates for seven Scars, and 
thosewhohave paid full terms, for four years. . . . . But the 
preparation for n commission may be regimental instead of academieal, 
and in this manner the path is open to any non-commissioned Oflicer 
of good character and antecedents, and of suficient attainments. 
Many Austrian Officers-some might say too many-rise from the 
ranks. However, the regimental training is preferred to the acade- 
m i d  by many, cvcn of the most gentle blood. . . . , 

Aftcr the aspirant has practically lcarnt every duty of tlie p r i d e  
and non-commissioned Officer, he attends the scliool which is csta- 
blished a t  the head-quarters of every division. Here he goes through 
n course of eleven months, followcd by an cxaminntion. If  this be 
successful15 passed, IIC returns to the  corps, and performs the duty of 
an Ollicer, though still uuconimissioncd. I n  coursc of time, wlien a 
racancy occurs, and his proper turn has arrived, he receives his com- 
mission, fiubject to the unanimous approval of the Officers of the 
regiment as to his social worthiness. This consent of the Offizier 
Korps to receive their comrade elect, is never dispcnsed with except in 
the case of n cadet. 

In  spite, liowever, of this wholesome provision, tlie camaraderie for 
which our own and the Prussian Services are so remarkable, is some- 
what wanting in default of the opportunities of social intercourse. The 
pay is too small to permit the establishment of messes, and few posscss 
private resources. Bcsides this, the repeated transfer of Officers from 
one regiment and garrison to another on promotion, loosens friendships 
and lessens esprit de corps, which are such universally acknowledged 
clements of success. 

Promotion goes riglit through the army, arm by arm, and rank by 
rank. , It is by seniority and non-seniority. Tlie former depends on 
the confidential reports giving elcar testimony of the individual’s 
cfiiciency. The latter method is followed every sixth step below field 
rank, and every fourth step above it. The candidates for non-seniority 
promotion arc submitted to n very severc theoretical and practical test. 
Thcse examinations are held biennially, and the successful competitors 
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THE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 533 

are promoted in their numerical order on the final list. The expenses 
of candidates for non-seniority promc.tion are paid thc first time of trial, 
but if they then fail, and obtain permission again to try their chancc, 
they must defray them thcmselres. 

This method of promotion would appear to merit somc attention, 
for while it holds out a reward for the dcserving and industrious, rapid 
advancement, by its means, can never be supposed to have connection 
with opportunity, interest, and protection, It must work equally fairly 
for the son of the Minister and for the promoted non-commissioned 
Officer. 

Special qualifications, eren if others are somewhat in defect, arc 
always taken into account in considering thc worthiness of n can- 
didate. 

For all purposes of promotion, cadets are counted as officers. 
Tlicre is no special osamination for promotion below field rank, but 

to pnss from Captain to Major requires so vast a display of intellectual 
and military powcr, that many rctire before so formidable an obstacle, 
thus clearing thc way for true ability. Candidates for field rank must 
naturally be the Senior Captains of regiments. To prcp‘tre for the 
csamination, it is optional with them to study for elcven months a t  the 
special school for each arm in Vienna. The practical test consists in 
being placed, suddenly and without previous warning, in chargc of a 
force consisting of not less thau tlirce battalions of inhntry, two 
squadrons of cavalry, and half a battery of artillery, witli orders to 
carry out somc general idea, given by the examining officer. The 
theoretical knowledge lies in all that appertains to miliiary effi- 
ciency. 

The minimum of timc to be spent in a junior position bcforc pro- 
motion is as follows :- 

To Captain, four years as a subaltern. 
To Major, four years as a Captain. 
1’0 Colonel, t h e e  years as a Field Officer. 
After three years’ service, aspirants to the Staff are allomed to enter 

the Staff College or Kriegs Sehule. Tlic course of study lasts two 
years, and comprises much the samc subjects as are taught in other 
colleges of n like nature, but to the notable exclusion of mathematics 
inany shapcosform. . . . 

An O5cer can l a v e  the Standing Army a t  his own request after 
one year’s service, but hc must enter the Reserve or Laiidwehr, unless 
hc has attained the limit of the 32nd year of age. . , . . 

Foreigners are no  longer admitted into the Austrian Serricc so 
frecly as formerly. Now, they must obtain the formal authorization of 
their Governments, produce certificates as to character and probity, 
pass through every grade of the military hierarchy, and, l&c born 
Austrians, speak fluently one of thc numerous dialects of tho empire 
besides German, bcforc they are cligible for promotion. A t  home, 
then, I take it  they will find it more comfortable to act upon the trite 
saring, “ Dulce et  decorum est pro patria mori.” 

I have shown hpv easy it is to pass from the non-commissioned to 
the commissioned ranks, but the Austrian Government docs not ignoro 
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534 TRE AUSTRIAN ARMY; 

the necessity of liaring experienced and reliable “ Untcrofiziere.” A 
limited number arc tlicrcforc pcrmitted to rc-enpgc mitli the couscut 
of their Commanding Officers for a further period of service after the 
tcrmiuatioii of the first three pears. Tlie re-engigeriicnt dates froin 
the first of Janunry, and is never for  more than one pc:tr a t  a time. 
Erery re-engaged non-commissioncd Oflicer rewires R daily addition 
of 15 krcutzcrs to his pay, atid 3 gratuity of GO florins a t  the cnd of 
thc first year if he then takes his discliargc; 120 nt the cud of the 
second ; 190 florius aftcr thrce c s t n  Fears ; 9G0 after four ; and 1,2GO 
florins, or ;E100, after twelve, hs idcs  tlic certainty of 3 comfortable 
and houourable, if not rcry lucrative, Government situation. 

The Stnttdiiig Briny 

must now be considered. It naturally forms the military training 
scliool of tlie country. 

A division 
consists of two or tlirec brigades. An infnntry brigade is composed of 
two regi~nunts of tlic Line and one of Rifles. A carnlry brigndc is 
madc up of two or tlirce regimcnts, to  wliicli is rsunllg attached a 
battalion of Hifles. 

The Standiug Amy is divided into 24 divisions, consecutively 
numbcrcd. The 21st, 22nd, and 23rd dib-isions arc compoced of 
Frontier troops. 

These 24 divisions contain 71 brigndes, 52 of infantry and 13 of 
cavalry. The brigades nre usually known by tlic names of thcir Com- 
manders. . . . . A Field Akirslal Lieutenant, corresponding to 
n Lieutenant-Gcneml, cornrunrids n division as a rule, and a Najor- 
Gcneral a brigadc. 

The Iifmifry 

of tlie Austrian Army possesses no Corps of Guards, except a small 
body of Gentlemen-at-Arms, wlio guard tlie person of the Sovereign, 
and me termed tlic Imperial and Hoyal Guards. 

Tlie infantry of tlic Line corisists of 80 regiments, corresponding to 
the 80 recruiting districts into wliidi the Austro-Hungarian Non:~rcliy 
is divided. Each district has its regiment of iufantq-, of cavalry, and 
battery of artillery to supply. 

The rrgiments are numbered from 1 to 80, and arc known by tlicir 
number and the name of their honorary 1ir011rietor. 

A rcgiment is eornn~andcd by n Colonel or Lieutenant-Colonel. I t  
consists of fire field battalions of four compnuics eacb, and one rescrvc 
battalion of five companies. 

Tlic battalion is commanded by n Lieutenant-Colonel or Nnjor. 
, . . . Tlic cornpnnics of tho field battalions are numbered con- 

sccutivcly from 1 to 20, tlioso of tlic rcscrvc battalion from 1 to 6 .  
The stations of the first t h e e  battalions of a rcgimeut arc those 

mliich arc most suitablc for the public service; those of the fourth and 
fifth battalions, of which tlic cadres only are maintained in timc of 
peace, arc: inrariably within tlie recruiting district for the purpose of 

Tlic tactical units arc thc division and’the bripdc. 
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the periodical manceuvres of the reserve. The a d r e  of the rescrre 
battalion is stationed a t  the head-quartcr town of the district. TO it 
ark usually attached those persons who have to nndergo eight n-eeks’ 
training prior to enrolment in the Landwehr. . . . . The streiigth 
of a battalion on the peace footing is 14 Officers and 378 men ; and of 
a regiment 89 O5cers and 1,439 men. 

A company on the pcace-footing has three Officers and 96 non-com- 
mksioned Officcrs and men. . . . . The mobilisation of the 
Standing Army is effected by cnlling in  the men on furlough and the 
reserve. The complement of‘ Officers is likewise made up, and further 
by the commissioning of cadets if necessary. 

A battalion on the war establishment numbers 18 Officers and 934 
men; D regiment 133 Officers and 5,936 men, of whom 17 Officers and 
350 men are non-combatant. . . . . A company on the war 
strength, is composed of 4 Officers and 236 non-commissioned Officers 
and men, to it then are further addcd four pioneers, and three bcarcrs 
of the woundcd. . . . . The rifle troops consist of one rifle regi- 
ment and 33 independent ficld battalions. The Tyrolcsc riflemen, 
whose fame has endured through long ages, are organised in seven 
battalions of four companies each, seven rescrve conipnnics, and ono 
additional battalion, the cadre only of which is maintained in time of 
peace. 

The Austrian infantry is now armed with the “ Werndl ” brccch- 
loading rifle, a somewhat heavy xeapon and clumsy to the eye, though 
very formidable in compctcnt hands. The ammunition pouches of the 
privates contain 72 rounds ; of the non-commissioned Officers 24. 
. . . . There mas a time when the smart white tlinies of the 

Austrian infantry mere well known in every salon in Europe, and the 
human masses of snowy m-hite captivated forcign hitics no less than 
they offered a fatal mark for hostile bullets in the field. Kow, however, 
the white has been superseded by a bluish-grey, and belts of nn- 
tanned lcather have taken thc place of pipeclaycd straps. Hungarian 
rcgiments are still allowed to wear their peculiar close-fitting bluc 
pantaloon terminating in the boot. 

Far  be it from me to presume to say that Austria has gone too far 
in her honest desire to sacrifice effect to utility, but I hare heard men 
of experience and observation remark in Vienna, that the slouching 
&?it of tho sentries, and their ill-morn uniform, s h o w  that a new 
fccling of disregard of personal appearance has sprung up in tlic Army: 
One of the most illustrious of contemporary celebrities, who, now 
alas, lies asleep in D temporary resting place not many miles from this 
Institution, pliblicly warned armies agliinst the fostering of so per- 
nicious a feeling from thc palace-prison to which he had been chiefly 
driven by the excessive encouragement of it, and its concomitant evils. 
Yet the danger may only lie in the limit imposed, mther than in the 
fccling itself, for there could be no more unsoldierlike sight to our 
insular eyes than the Prussian Guardsman rolling backwards and for- 
wards on sentry go, and steadily ignoring such a thing as tho manual 
esercisc iu the manipulation of his rifle ; yet what finer troops could 
there be in the field ? 
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536 TIIE AGSTRIAN ARMY. 

The Cavalry 
ofAustria, and yet more SO of Hungary, is world-renowned. Aye, gentle. 
men, many a square has been broken, many an adranee covered, many 
a retreat glorioiisly defended, by those splendid horsemen. Althougll 
it is stated that they hare lost something of their old prestige, have 
fallen somewhat from their pinnacle of perfection since the change in  
tlie war functions of that arm, me may be sure that many an  additional 
proof of d o u r  will be shown by them to nny future enemies of his 
Imperial 11ajest-y. 

The caralry of the Austrian Army consists of 41 regiments, whereof 
14 are Dragoons, 14  Hussars, and 13 Lancers. 

Each regiment is composed of six field squadrons, numbered 1 to 6, 
one dep6t squadron for the trahbg of recruits and remounts, and one 
reserve squadron. 

Three squadrons form a regimental dirkion or wing. 
The strength of a squadron on tlie peace-footing, is 5 O ~ C C M ,  1 

Officer’s substitutc, aud 130 non-commissioned Officers and men, 
whereof 16 arc dismounted; on the war establishment, 165 non- 
commissioned Officers and men, of which 20 are dismounted. . . . 
A cavalry regiment takes the field Fith about 30 Officers and 870 
sabres. The reserve squadron is usiially detached for escort and 
orderly duty, the protection of baggage, bc., by w ~ c h  means the six 
field squadrons are kept together. 

The total combatnut strength of tho Austrian cavalry is about 
36,000 men, armed with the sabre, a breech-loading carbine and pistol, 
and thc lancers with a lance. The pouches contain 30 carbine and 15 
pistol rounds. 

The training of the Austrian cavalry is now based upon thc latest 
and most approved principles. Outpost and reconnaissance duties are 
ceaselessly studied. 

Each regiment d ra r s  its recruits, who are selected for their previous 
associntion with horses, from tlic ono or t r o  infmtry recruiting dis- 
tricts to which it is assigned. The preliminary training of recruit? 
begins in the autumn at the depSt squadron, from whence in the spring 
they are drafted to the field sqnadrons. 

Ec-engagement Sear by year is considerably encouraged in the 
cavalry, but tho number of re-engaged men must not exceed 90 per 
regiment. 

But, gentlemen, a t  the present juncture, when such earnest atten- 
tion is being directcd to the sitpposed failing supply of horses in this 
kingdom, and serious apprehensions enter into the most non-alarmist 
minds of the difieulty that wonld be experienced in meeting any 
extensive demand either for offensive or defensive purposes, I venture 
to think you will feel more interest in the remounting, than in the 
rceruiting sjstem of the Austrian cavalry.. I mill, therefore, pass on to 
it at once, although a new law on the subject is a t  present under dis. 
cussion at Vienna. 

I cannot, however, omit first to direct your notice to a very admirable 
institution in the Austrian cavalry. The mounted arms are now pushed 
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TIIE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 53; 

80 far in advance of the main force, that it is above all things desii~lble 
for them to possess in themselves all the mechanical skill they may 
cliancc to require. For this purpose, the fourth section of tho sixth 
squadron of regiments is composed of artisans, who, besides their 
regnlar training, are especially instructed in practical engineering, 
i n  the laying and repairing of communications, and morc particularly 
of railroads. 

The remounts are supplied in part from the Government breeding estg- 
blishments, of which there exist no less than tivelre, and in part by the 
purchase of the horses at a predefined pricc, which have been bred 
therein and sold to agriculturists and others., on tho uuderstanding of 
the  call that may possibly bc made upon them. It is well known m-hat 
excellent English blood has passed into these Austrian 'haras, and it is, 
indeed, high time to impose sonic restraint on foreign countries profiting 
so much more than ourselves by British equine resources. . . . . . 
Afte r jhc  remounts for the current year have been furnished, the 
residue four-year-old stock is, I believe, sold by public auction. Xo 
cavalry regiment is suffered to remount more than 19 per cent. per 
nnnum of th'c mounted men. The remounts arc distribnted so that 
two-fifths of the horses are from 143 to 15.1 high, and three-fifths 1-52 - 
and 3, or over. 

Subaltern officers aremounted at  the public cost. Staff Oficcr~, 
Captains, and one year volunteers hare to provide their omn horses. 

The Artillery 
is the arm me mill now briefly consider. Its splendid history you 
cannot ignore, and its skilful handling and  glorious dcrotion on the fatal 
day of Kiiniggriitz, mill still be fresh in your minds. 

The Austrian artillery consists of twelve regiments of field, and 
twelve battalions of garrison artillery. The former are designated b r  
their consecutive numbers, and the names of their proprietors. The 
latter simply by their numbers. . . . . A field artillery regiment 
is commanded by a Colonel, and consists of- 
4 four-pounder foot batteries. 
3 7, horse bat terics. 
5 eight-pounder foot batteries. 
Thc cadre of a depat battery, and 
The cadres of five ammunition columns: 
I n  war, a thirteenth battery cnn bc added to the regiment, and t1.o 

callinpin of the men on furlough and in the rcscrve, brings tte 
batteries up to their full strength, i.c., from the aggregate total ptr 
regiment of 75 officers, 1,415 men, and 532 horses, to 97 officcrp, 
3,558 men, and 2,795 horses. In  time of peace, the batteries are dk- 
tributed throughont the monarchy, in the manner most beneficial to 
the public service. In the field, each corys  cZ'urnz& of thrce divisi0r.s 
of infkntry is allottcd- 
4 four-pounder foot batteries. 
2 I, horso ,, 
G eight-pounder foot ,, 
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Togctlicr with tlic 

A u v d r y  division 
regiment. 

to it. . 

TIIE AUS'PRIAN ARMY. 

first four of tltc artillery train columns of a 

has two four-pounder horse batterics attached 

d hnttnlion of gnrrison artillery consists of the battalion s t a r  and 
six compa~iics. To tlic 9th bnttalion of garrison artillery thrcc moiin- 
tain battcrics and (likewise one cncli to tlic 11th and 12th battalions) 
are attached . . . . The artillcry recruits nrc obtaincd in tho 
Snmo way as those for tlic infantry and cnmlry, from specially assigned 
recruiting districts. T h y  arc gcnernlly those of n superior intellectual 
class. Alountain bnttcries seek men who arc inhabitmts of liilly 
districts. 

The liorscs a& fnrnislicd by tlic remount cstablishmcnts in the pro- 
portion of one-third 15.3 1Ligh and over, one-third 15.2, and onc-tliird 
15.1. 

Tli c Eli 9 i l l  ce rs 
of the Austrian Army consist of two rcgirncnts of five battalions each, 
with four active and eight reserve compnuics, and one dcpBt battalion 
of five companies. Tlicrc: are, consequcntly, 25 companies in each 
regiment, wliicli, columnnded by ct Colonel, has in pence a complement 
of- 

118 o5ccrs and 2,736 men. 

The Transport Scruice 
of thc Anstrinn Army is condnctcd by tho llilitnry Transport Corps, 
wliich consists of 36 field squadrons, 22 of which on moldisation arc 
assigned to the iufantry divisions, five to the cavalry, four to army corps 
head-quarters, ant1 two to general head-quarters. 

The strength of tlic scveid s r p d r o n s  varies, :iccordiiig to thc nature 
of its duties, from 260 to 3GO ofliccrs and men, with from 330 to 450 
horses, and about 100 vaggons and Girts. 

This system of tmnsp-rt  appears to be less cilculatcd to attain that 
p a t  desideratum of having tho baggage well np with tlic troops, 
wliicli is achieved by the Russian arid now by our omxi regiruetital 
mcthods. 

I ' lce IIospital Corps 
consists of 23 divisions. Thcir duties arc solcly in thc Iiospitnls'; that 
ii]l-important duty of bearing the wounded from tliu field heing per- 
formed rcg.iment:illy by tixined mcn. 

Time will not permit me to make additional dcrnands on your 
patience by rcfcrring to the detailed organization of the rcscrvc 
Bnd laridwehr. The former is subjectcd to pc r iod id  trainings, not 
exceding thrcc of four Ivvccks cdi, in the course of its seven J-ears' 
scrvicc. Tlie minute tlic word goes forth for mobilisation,-siiould such 
unllappily become necessary,-it mill bc: unitcd with the Standing Army. 
The Iandwchr has no annual training, but in that force, where youths 
and vctcrniis meet, tlic field army has a, pon-erful support in numbers, 
no less than in quality. 
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DESCRIPTION OF TORPEDO BOATS. 539 

I am free, gentlemen, to admit that niy account of the Austrian Army 
has bcen far from complete; yet, if it induce any one of you to enter 
into closer acquaintance with a body wit11 which onr service is knit by 
thc bonds of mutual esteem, my. objcct will liavc bcen fully attained. I 
ham now but to express my sincerc acknomledgements to sou, Sir, for 
thc honour sou have donc mc in presiding lierc today, and to yon, 
gentlemen, for the consideration with which you have been pleased to 
listcn to my narmtirc. 

DESCRIPTION O F  THE TORPEDO BOATS ‘‘ FORTUNE ” 
AKD “TRIANA,” UXITED STATES’ KAVY. 

By Lieut. J. TOWSSESD BUCKKILL, R.E. 
TIIESE resscls m r c  cmploycd as- tugs during the civil war, and were 
lying a t  the Washington hTavy Yard in January, 1872. One of them, 
the “ Fortune,” had then been converted into a torpedo b a t ,  and was 
in commission, but tlic otlicr was undcrgoing a rcfit and alteration, so 
as to conrert her into a similar torpcdo rcsscl. 

Tlic navy -j-ard$ of tho United States arc all opcn to thc public, and, 
altliough I could p i n  rcry little information respecting tlicsc torpdo 
boats, I was cnablcd, by x liurricd inspcction of the “Trinna,” to take 
thc following details, tho np~”xci~iznte accmc;p of which can bc relied 
upon: 

Size, 170 to 180 tons. 
Length over all, 130 fcct. 
Beam, about 25 feet. 
Draught, from 8 to 0 fect. 
Engine 125 H.P. singlc rcrtical cyIinder, direct acting. 

Burns 11 tons of coal in 24 Lours. 
Carries 95 tons. 
Rig, fore and aft schooner, polc-mnstcd. 
Spread of czn-i-as iinhown, but small. 
Preeboard, about 5 fcct. 
Bulimrks, about 3 feet. 
Top-hamper, as usual, fvith American tugs. 
Tlic deck of thc “Triana” had been remorcd, and S ~ O  was being 

strengthened throughout, but morc especially in those portions near 
thc bow. 

About 4 or 5 feet below thc norma? rater-line, an iron nozzle was 
fixed in line with thc stcm or fore-foot by means of two cars, which 
were rirctcd to tIie sides of tlic ressel. This nozzlc, which projected 
in front of the stem, ~vas  bored out to form a liolc n little orer 10 inches 
in diameter, and in the top of the nozzlc n large U-shaped aperture-was 
made, into which an iron door could swing rihcn the torpedo was pushed 
from the interior ofthe vessc1,Figs. (5 ) ,  (2), (3). This door, in its normal 

Speed, 7 h o t s .  \\ 

TOIS XYII. 2 P  
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