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eial, cultural, moral and religious questions receive a
due share of attention. And yet one misses something,
that masterful grasp of all the forces in society, which
the writer of universal history above other men, should
have. Space does' not permit review of the work in
detail, but it should be said that the treatment of the
Renaissance and Reformation are specially valuable and
suggestive. W. J. MCGLOTHLIN.

Persia, Past and Present. A Book of Travel and Research with
more than two hundred illustrations and a map.
By A. V. Williams Jackson, Professor of Indo-Iranian Lan

guages, and sometime Adjunct Professor of the English Language
and Literature In Columbia University. The Macmillan Co., New
York. 1906. Pp., 467.

Persia is one of the oldest empires in the world, and
yet it remains largely unknown to us Western peoples,
A book, therefore, like the present is very welcome. It
is a book of travel, but one of more than ordinary in
terest. It is written by a scholar and experienced
traveler, acquainted with the literature, language, cus
toms and history of the country, interested in the im
portant things and knowing how to see them. It is not,
therefore, the newspaper jottings of the globe-trotter.
There are interesting notes of travel, but also chapters
of research. The journey was not long in duration, but
it covered those portions of Persia which hold most that
is of literary, religious, historical and antiquarian in
terest. The volume is a splendid example of book-mak
ing. The numerous illustrations are made from excel
lent and illuminating photographs, and the work was
admirably done. With this book one can make a very in
teresting and instructive "stay at home" journey to
Persia and Central Asia. W. J. MCGLOTHLIN.
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