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operation of the drug may be accompanied by a little griping and by unformed
stools. Should these continue to the fourth day, administer only quarter-grain
doses, and combine them with an equal quantity of ipecacuanha. If after, the
drug does not operate in the manner described, it is not likely to prove success-
ful, and had better be relinquished. "When the right dose is determined, its use
may be continued without fear of injurious consequences; and instead of requir-
ing to be increased. may after a time be diminished without affecting the success
of its operation.—Med. Times and Gaz., Jan. 4, 1862.

20. Oxalate of Cerium in Eptlepsy.—Dr. Ravskrin has used oxalate of
cerium lately at the Hospital for the Epileptic and Paralyzed. He says it has
proved serviceable in some cases of epilepsy, having as an aura, or premonitory
symptom of the attack, some commotion of the stomach or duodenum evidenced
by a feeling of agitation at the epigastrium, accompanied by a sense of sinking,
fainting, and disordered movement, but unconnected with palpitation. In three
cases, which we shall give shortly, the epilepsy was cured. It has not proved
useful in any degree in any other forms of epilepsy, where the premonitory symp-
toms had relation to the head, as vertigo, confusion, ete., nor to the heart, as
palpitation, or feeling of cessation of the heart’s action, nor, indeed, to any other
varicty except in the one mentioned, which seems, he believes, to have its origin
in failure of action of the splanchnic ganglia. He thinks that the oxalate acts
as a sedative and conserver of nervous force. The sedative action acting on the
periphery of the pneumogastric, conveys this influence to the grand centre of
excito-motory action, the medulla, and thus not only prevents an impending
attack, but diminishes the chance of future fits by lessening morbid excito-motor
sensibility.—Med. Tivmes and Gaz., Jan. 4, 1862.

21. Efficacy of a Combination of Cubebs and Copaiba in sume Affections of
the Neck of the Bladder and of the Prostatic Part of the Urethra.—Dr. Cavub-
MoNT has employed cubebs and copaiba in different affections of the neck of the
bladder and of the prostatic portion of the urethra, and the results have convinced
him that these medicines exert a much more certain action over these parts than
over the anterior portion of the urinary canal. In some cases, he administered
the copaiba alonc. in other cases the cubebs alone; but in general he combines
these two drugs, because it appeared to him that the digestive organs were more
tolerant of their administration in this form. The morbid conditions in which
these medicines are indicated, may be referred to forms of neuralgia or inflam-
mation. The ncuralgic cases begin suddenly, without being preceded by any
functional disturbance, and the symptoms are immediately very severe; there is
frequent desire to make water, severe pain during that process, and especially at
its conclusion, and darting pains along the inferior surface of the penis during
the intervals of micturition. This neuralgic form occurs in persons who are
subject to neuralgia in other parts of the body. The other class of cases pre-
sents an inflammatory character, and a few drops of blood are voided at the end
of each act of micturition. The greater number of such cases may be referred
to a blennorrhceal or rheumatic origin, and the urine deposits gravel, or contains
a considerable quantity of mucus or muco-pus. In all these cases, whether neu-
ralgic or inflammatory, the use of copaiba and cubebs is very successful, and
entirely removes the pain in from twenty-four to forty-cight hours. Dr. Caud-
mont administers these medicines in the form of sugar-plums (dragées), each
containing forty centigrammes of the mixed cubebs and copaiba (a centigramme
is .1543 of a troy grain), and fifteen, eighteen, or twenty-four of these are given
every day, according to the intensity of the disease.—Brit. and For. Med.-Cher.
Rev., Jan. 1862, from Bull. Gén. de Thérap., July 30, 1861.

22. Cubebs mn Simple Urethritis of Women.—Prof. TroussEau remarks that
simple urethritis is a disease which is tolerably frequent in young girls, but more
frequent in married women, and it is characterized by a frequent desire to make
water, with severe smarting during micturition, and vesical tenesmus lasting
some minutes afterwards. Trousseau has known patients obliged to go to the
water-closet ten or fifteen times in an hour, and after having passed a few drops



